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PREFACE. 



The only probable reason for the long continuance of 
thoBe prejudices and superstitions which are not sus- 
tained by the intereeta of large privileged classes of so- 
ciety, is, that when intelligent men know the tenets of 
a.doctrine to be inconsistent and false, they do not think 
it worth while to examine it minutely, but leave the sub- 
ject to the weak-minded and credulous, who, considering 
silence or mere satire as an indirect admission of their 
extravagant and fanciful conceptions, generally become 
firmer in their belief and bolder in their public conduct. 
This appears also the principal reason why homoeopa- 
thia has existed so long. 

. Adverse to controversy, the author of these remarks 
never thought of expressing publicly his opinion of ho* 
moeopathia until towards the end of the last year, when 
he accidentally became acquainted with Dr. Heriog'a 
"^Concise View ofthe rise and progress of the homoDo- 
« pathic doctrine." He then clearly saw that the vota- 
ries of this medical superstition had selected the United 
States as tiie mcrat propitious field for its propagation, 
and that they would leave no stone unturned to pre- 
possess the public in their favor. 

Aware of the benefits to be derived by bis adopted 
coui^y, from a faithful exposition of this new medical 
doctrine, the original works of which are inaccessible to 
those unacquainted with the German language ; the au- 
thor was instigated to this tedious task by the desire 
also of vindicating the literary honor of Germany, his 
native country* so much abused by the false reports of 
the persecutions which Hahnemann had to suffer there 
for truth's sake, of the high respect which he now 
eiyoys as a masx and as a reformer of medicine, and by 
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the wrong statements in lege^l to the large number of 
her distinguished physicians, said to hare zealously 
adopted this mode of treatment. 

The following remarks were written merely as a re- 
view, and were at hrst intended for an American medical 
periodical. As tbey did not appear in that form, the 
author lately yielded to the repeated wishes of his pro- 
fessional friends, collected the fragments, and now offers 
them in their present form. The original destina- 
tion of these remarks^ the great difficulties of writing 
in a foreign idiom, of correcting the manascript, and 
many other reasons, will explain the non-observance 
of a strict logical order, the occurrence of frequent repe- 
titions, the loBg and numerous notes, and other defects, 
for which the kind indulgence of the reader is humbly 
requested. The author must state that a part of these de- 
fects Is to be attributed also to the hope, cherished to the 
last moment, ofbeiDg released from thispublication by this 
abler pen of some American colleague. And indeed, it is 
difficult to comprehend, why such a pamphlet as the 
Concise View, could, have been circulated for upwards 
of eighteen, months in a populous and enlightened city, 
possessing a celebrated univ0rBity, and so many distin-^- 
guished professional men, without any pertinent public 
censure ; and it must appear stil^ more strange, that In 
this city likewise, such a disgraceful publication as that 
contained in the New- York Commercial Advertiser of'the 
' 7th of February last, and which will be mentioned her&- 
after, could also have remained unnoticed. — It cannot 
be justly expected that well educated physicians and me- 
dical authors should be constantly warring against all 
kinds of charlatanism. Common quackery claims not to 
be founded on scientific principles, it m^ely demands 
implicit belief in its arcana usually recommended for spe- 
cial cases only, and does not, therefore, directly involve 
misconceptions of a general character in regard to the 
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heiJiag art; bowe, the iojnry done by it, is coofinedlo 
the credulity of indiriduals who^ if tbey are disappoiKtedt 
muet suffer the natural coiisequencea of all imprudence. 
But when cbarlatanism adopts the feat^eerofa medical 
system, and pretamte to r^rm the healing art, by reject- 
ing the fendamental principles of the homan inteHoot 
and the truths of all experieace hitherto acknoirled^d, 
by inventing superDatnral powers, undffl- the term laws of 
nature, and by relying on false statements and illusory 
facts; and when its adherents, either from ignorance 
and sdf-deoeptioD, or from egotism and setf-iniereBt, 
palm upon the pabbc, under tbe cloak of phiknthropy 
and professional zeal, the groeseet misconceptions, and 
the most noxious superstitions; then tbe injury can easily 
iacrease to an alarming extent before the pnblLc is un- 
deceived, and it then becomes the itnperative duty of the 
professioa frankly to statie the true facta, and to ezptaia 
tbe true bearmgs of so important a subject. 

The author would farther state, that he has nerra* read 
one of the different German publications in of^^ition 
to Hahncmannisin, except some few lines of a review of 
the Pseudon^eBsias Medicns, written by one of his fer-r 
ner reiq»ected colleagues,Doetor Simon, junior, at Ham- 
btffg, and published in tbe Allgemeine Mediziuishe Ajf 
nalen, (Feb. 1832), of his distinguished friend, Profesacv 
Heeker, at Berlin ; he has merely seen their titles in the 
Leipzig book-catalogues, pjid is therefore ignorant whe> 
ther he has taken the same groand with other opposers 
of Hahnemann's, or not It appears from tbe title of the 
work m^itioned, and similar ones subsequently published 
by Dr. Simon, that this learned author has dipped bis 
pen principally in the ink of ridicule and satire. Though 
this course is almost inevitable to any one who writes 
against Hahnemamiism, a subject of such vital importance 
should, however, bo examined differently ; particularly 
as the dtscussiops which homceopatbia, like similar su- 
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peratitionfl, excite, are eo intimately conodcted witb the 
most subtile investigaticMiB in the natnral sciencefl and 
metaphysics, that they offer inexhaustible means for a 
rational polemic. The author who advocates tmth 
should also remember, that it will never be sufficient 
merely to ridicule and to despise such subjects, however 
ridiculous and contemptible they may be. Rational 
arguments, derived &om the impartial scrutiny pf expe- 
rience, are, if any, the only ones, capable of successfully 
combating the general predilection of man for the ex- 
traordinary and miraculous, and of destroying the nbzi- 
OUB influence of sophisms and prejudices, rooted in ig- 
norance and extravagant fancy, or in the imphcit beli^ 
of naked and delu^ve facts. 

The author has also briefly alluded to some t(^icB, 
which, though not direcdy connected with homceopar 
tfaia, appear to him worth noticing as erroneous con* 
ceptions and obnoxious prejudices still existing among 
the profession and the public He wishes, however, tiiat 
thesd remarks may be considered only as the abstra^ 
of .his individual researches and experience, which be 
thought his duty not to withhold, as they might, even if 
he should be in the wrong,, call forth an exchange of 
opinions on these important subjects, which would be* 
nefit the public and the profession. 

In conclusion, the author will state that be will meet 
all objections which may be made to his remarks in 
a scientific and dignified manner ; if proffered in any 
other mode, they will remain unanswered. — ^" Et refellere 
** sine pertinacia, et refelli sine iracundia parati SU" 
« mus." — Cicero. 



Nbw-Tork, Detxmber, 1834. 
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REMARKS ON HOMCEOFATHU, 



Although the doctrine of HabDemaQn, or the bomceopathic doc- 
trine has within the last few years beeo adopted in this couotry 
as the leading [sinciple of medical practice by some respectable 
pbysiciaDs ; it has, however, remaiD<;d imkoowQ to the diase of 
the medical profesaien, and has been but httle noticed by the 
medical periodicals. 

The task of introduciag tbis doctrine to the American pubUc 
has devtdved upon Dr. Constantine Hering, of Philadelphia, who, 
in his pamphlet eotiUed " A concise view of the rise and |H(^ress 
of homob^^Htthic medicine," Philadelpbia, 1833, has given a brief 
sketch of this remarkable liteiary phenomenon of the present age. 

So long aa any doctrine or practice of the heaUng art remains 
the rule of individual practitioners only, no one has a r^;ht to 
criticize it publicly ; but if this doctrine is promulgated in such a 
manner as to mislead, and even to injure, the young medical 
student as well as the puMic, it (ben becomes the imperative duty 
of evftty man, vrfao believes the whole doctrine to be founded upon 
tlie grosMst errora and contradictions, and who knows facts which 
differ widely from the statements published, not to withhold the 
truth, and to examine the subject by the tests of reason and ex- 
perience. 

In order to remove any suspicions that the following pages are 
Diore or less dictated by personal feelings, we must state, that in 
our present retirement we are more than ever indifierenl what 
course of practice physicians may pursue to promote the interest of 
thm patients or their own. Had it not been for our reluctance lo 
appear before the puUic, and more especially in a (ontroversy, we 
should have vindicated our native country and the honor ci 
its professional maa, on a former occasion, when one of our 
respected colleagues, in New- York, thought proper to honor 
publicly, Uie boma3(^>athic treatment of the Asiatic cholera bjr 
camphor with the term " German treatment," 
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We regret very much, that the author of the above meatioDed 
pamphlet did not submit the subject acteatifically to the profession 
aloDe, before addressiog it to the pubhc ; and also, that he has 
attempted to forestall public opinion, by blending the moral and 
intellectual standing of the author of homocepathia with the 
doctrine itself. Had his course been otherwise, the whole contro- 
versy would have been confined within the limits of a free scientific 
discussion, and it would not have been necessary to divest the 
subject of personal considerations not belonging to it, nor to dispel 
the halo cast over Hahnemann by his disciples and followers. Ab 
he has done this, however, without due regard to the dignity 
of one of the most noble and beneficial sciences and of its faithful 
servants, it is obvious, that studied delicacy cannot be reciprocally 
expected from any man, who has always been zealously attached 
to his profession, who is conscious of what mankind owes to the 
noble exertions of those distinguished in the history and literature 
of medicine, and who will never consent to receive, in place of the 
latter, a methodical charlatanism, based upon the most absurd 
conceptions and the rudest empiricism. 

Every impartial reader of the "Concise View" must be graUfied 
to find in the author a man of learning and of professional cha- 
racter. No one could object U> his zetd for adapting the homcao- 
pathic doctrine, and for introducing it into this country. The 
pursuit'of such high objects as the health and life of his feltow-men, 
must clum indulgence for every one, and especially for him who 
devotes himself to the healing art, even if his scientific views, 
whether wiginal or embraced from other sources, should be con- 
tradictory to common sense and to the experience c^ the most 
eminent men of this and former ages. How many men of the 
greatest attainments in particular sciences and arts, and of the 
purest moral character, have believed and even now admit things 
incompatible with the laws of human intellect, and contrary to all 
experience ! How numerous the confirmations of Cicero's re- 
mark, " Nibii tarn absurde dici potest, quod non dicatur ab ahquo 
" philosophorum !" But if a man is so led away by bis zeal, or by 
any other motives, as to publish for facts, statements which are 
erroneous, and by which the public mind may easily be misguided, 
concerning such valuable and irreparable objects as life and health ; 
then, the most charitable conjecture is his want of true information 
on the subject. 
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It is a very remarkable, and in fact a cli^racleristic feature of the 
homceopathic doctrine, that most of its followere, aqd also the 
author of the concise view, are obliged, in its support, to disregard 
not only all medical knowledge hitherto considered as highly 
valuable by the [H'ofeaeion ; but lo proclaim its inventor, Samuel 
Hahnemann, the greatest philosopher, the first medical genius of 
every age, and almost a saint. It aj^ars as if they felt their 
doctrine to be inconsistent with ey^ry law of the human under- 
standing, and endeavored to compensate for its contradictions and 
defects by representing Hahnemann as a martyr for tiuCb, by 
jcarionizing him though yet alive, and by making his suggestions 
,and tenets the objects of imphcit faith and worship. — But what has 
a medical doctrine, or any other scientific hypothesis, to do with 
the character of its founder? Francis Bacon says very correaly 
in his Organon: " Pessima enim res est errorum apotheosis, et pro 
"peste intellectus babeada est, si vanis accedit veneralio." Kepler's 
and Newton's immensely valuable discoveries would be equally 
esteemed, had their characters as men been less pious and moral. 
The life of Francis Bacon, whom we have just quoted, was by no 
means pure, still his Organon and his other writings have lasted 
for centuries ; and will ever be known as the master works of the 
human intellect* John Brown's intemperate habits were known 
to all his followers, yet this did not prevent the adoption and ex- 
tension of his doctrine. 

On the first page of his pamphlet, we read with the greatest 
astonishment the following : " Het who had himself never assumed 
" an offensive attitude, and the truth of whose doctrines only could 
" with propriety be combated, ought to have been treated with due 

" Aa Dr. Hering Beema lo compare, also, (he shsiirditicB and ravings of his "great 
iDedical geuiuB," with thia master work of Francis Bacon above mentioned, (aea t. c. 
p. 6.) we shall quote many passageB of ihis and the other works of Ihis truly great 
reformeT of all nataral sciences, who bo gallantly combatad the scholaitic philosophy, 
this mother of docttineB equallv BUperBlitioga, and aimiliir to those of Hahnemann. 
If homofopathists had eier read and understood OTV. page of Baoon's Organon, they 
WDuM aevBT have been >o childish as to belieie, that Hahnemann's Organon must be 
equally valuable, because he was bold enough to give to his niiectahle patch-work Ihe 
same title, urtderthe foolish impresaion that it will reform medicine; they would then 
also know, that no man was more caQtioua against all delusiane of the senees, and 
all the mistakes and false conclusions, arising from false conceptions, than Francis 
Bacon ; and that he was always particularljr anzioua to recommend the minute in- 
TCBtigation of Ibe cnutei of phenomena, saying, " recle ponitur: vere scire ease per 
caasas scire." A maxim so much ridiculed and despised by Hahneniann and his 
fidlowers! 

1 He, in the language of hormeopathiste, always refers to Hahnemann; like the dis- 
ciples of Pythagoras, they think to prove the truth of any Uiieg, by saying " aUTK 
ttoa." ''Ha has said it." 
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" respect; which I regret to eay, he did not receive at the handa of 
"some of the physicians ia Germany." Now these things may w^ 
be stated in a country, where this whole controversy ie little 
known, and will never be fully understood ; for it is not probable 
that any American would undertake the tedious task of penising 
ail the essays published pro and con, in Germaoy, on this subjecl. 
Every Geiman, however, who is well acquainted with the literary 
hbtory of the age, and with the origin and progress of the honueo- 
pathic doctrine in his native country must admit, that since the 
time of Paracelsus, who was in many respects truly distinguished 
as a great medical genius, no professional author has treated the 
greatest physicians and medical authws of past and present ages, 
with less respect and more unblushing impudence than Samud 
Hahnemann, though he wasguilty of the grossest and repeated im- 
positions upon the public. About the year ISOO he advertised, ex- 
tensively, a new salt, the discoveiy of which be claimed and which 
he o0ered ffff sale, under the name of a7)ta^i;>n&ur/i, at the moderate 
price of one louisd'or (about $4) per ounce. The society for the 
{vomotion of natural sciences at Berlin desired to become ac- 
quainted with this new substance, which, as Hahnemann stated, 
would exercise a great influence upon chemistry. They procured an 
ounce of it from his agent at Leipzig, which was analyzed by some 
of the greatest chemists of the age, Professors Karsten, Hermb- 
staedt and Klaproth ; and these men pronounced it, in the trans- 
actions of that society, as nothing but coTnmon borax, a pound of 
which costs but a few cents.* Shortly afterwards, he advertised 
his "infalUble preventive of scarlet fever," as he termed it; the 
price of this, also, was a louisd'or ; but being disappointed in the sale 
thereof, he a&erwards confessed it to consist of nothing but a few 
grains of the extract of belladcmna dissolved in water ; also, 
worth about a few cents. Who, now, we ask, would consider a man 
trustworthy and honorable, particularly a physician, distingubhed 
for SMDe knowledge and talents who, from the basest interest 
becomes a public impostor, and withholds from his fellow-men, 
even for a single hour, what he coqsiders to be a preventive of a 
dangerous and frequently fotal disease, merely because poor people 
are unable to pay him four doQars for what costs him but a few cents? 
The able Professor Joerg, at I^eipzig, has proved by laborious 
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iDvesti^lione ihnt mnay of the quotations from old medical authors, 
made by HabDemana in support of his doctriae, are adulterated 
and folse. Can any one confide in the veracity of auch a man 
without the moet unquestionable evidence ? 

The eminent talents and merits of Hahneman before be wrote 
up4Hi homtBopathia, are also held forth to the public, with a view lo 
prejudice them in favour of this " new Art of Healing," aa we read 
on pages 1 and 2 of Dr. Bering's pamphlet : " Nor were his ex- 
" traordinary talents, which in riper years rendered hitn one of the 
" greatest medical geniunes, unknown at that time." We are really 
at a loss lo express the just indignation which every one, even but 
slightly acquainted with the history of medidQe,mu8t feel at hearing 
such hambuggery! About thirty-four years ago we had the good 
fortune to become actjuainted with this " greatest medical genius," 
shortly after we had settled at Altona, a Danish city near Ham- 
bui^. Hahnemann intended to practise bis profession at the lat- 
ter place, which, being at that time without a regulated medical 
police, offered a lai^ field for bis arcana and ether quackeries, 
on account of which he had idready been obliged to leave several 
places, and lo wander about in his native country, even when nearly 
fwty-five years old. UnaUe to succeed at Hamburg, he left this 
fdace also, after a short stay. We well renramb^r some conversation 
held with him on different professional subjects, especially on John 
Brown's system then in vogue, in which, however, be not only 
dts[4ayed no extraordinary acquirements or talents, but without 
mentioaiag any results of bis hooKeopathic doctrine, the same shal- 
lowness of judgment and propensity to mysteries and absurdities, 
which have distinguished him through hie wlwJe life. Although 
at that time he had been known for upwards of twenty-four years 
as a good scholar, as the translator of several works from foreign - 
languages, and ^so by his discoveries of the adulteration of wines 
by lead, the detection of poisoning by arsenic, and bis mercurius 
solubilis, still he was never, to our knowledge, appointed a professor 
in any medical institution, nor was he engaged in an extensive 
practice; probably because he was not qualified ; for at that time 
<5ermany was by no means as well provided with physicians as at 
present; and now there are still wealthy provinces in Prussia, where 
the ratio of the physicians to the population is as 1 to 7000, and in 
,«everal provinces of Bohemia, as 1 to 60,000 inhabitants.* Every 

"Saelh. StTcmti in Medic iaiulM Ialirbu«cb«<les K, K. OcateRikhischen Stuies 
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German physician, therefore, who has no particular rehgiouS or 
political objections to a stay in \m native country, has many more 
chances of obtaining a large and profitable practice there, than in 
any ot^er, provided he can pass the rigorous state^xaniioations, 
now established by law, independent of the academical gradu- 
ation, because many medical faculties did confer the degree of Medi- 
cine Doctor upon ignorant individuals. Our author is, therefore, 
very much mistaken in saying, on p. 1, " {seviously to his appear- 
" ance as the reformer of medicine, he bad been known and esteemed 
"as one of the most learned, accomplished and meritorious physi- 
"cians in Germany." Hahnemann excepted, we cannot recollect a 
singleinstance, for upwards of thirty years, where a phyBician of but ' 
moderate talents was obliged to travel about in search of practice ; 
and it would require but very little knowledge of practical medicine to 
prove, as we shall attempt hereafter, by many passages from Hah- 
nemann's works, that he could never have been engaged in exten- 
sive practice, although, we believe, many of his false assertions are 
made not from ignorance, but from his egotism and his contempt 
for tlie opinions of others. Exclusive of Hahnemann's works upon 
his dodiine, his other medical productions are very trivial, and 
composed chiefly of compilations and translations, not worthy of 
a "great genius," who should certainly have found other subjeUs 
ID the vast extent of the natural and medical sciences to engage 
his elevated mind ! In regard to the distinguished discoveries in 
chemistry, which our author claims for hb master, the learned 
professors of this science can name no discovery or improvement, 
suggested by Hahnemann, except those above mentioned ; two of 
which, the ascertaining of the adulteration of wine by lead, and 
of poisoning by arsenic, have proved insufficient from the pro- 
gress made in analytical chemistry ; and the third, his mercurius 
solubilis, (the very name of which is inconect, because it is soluble 
neither in water nor alcohol,) is nearly the same as the mercurius 
cinerius Blackii or Eriiinburgenaium, known long before his time, 
and proved to be a very unsafe preparation ; yet, about forty years 

Vol. VII. No. 1, 3, 4, for 1838. The ratio of well educalBil, eiamined and licensed Hur- 
geona, who are permitted to administer medical aid in urgent cases, is about 1 lo 1600. 
The govertiments of Auitria and Prussia, convinced of the importance of thorough- 
bred nh y lie iaiis, whose eduealion embraces also a minute knowledge of all thephiloso- 
Ehieal sciences, wisely enforce the strictest qiialilicalions for medical practitioners of « 
igher order, and prefer to Icate many districts but scantily provided with them, rather 
(ban lo entrust the lives of Iheir people to men who, in limes of extreme danger, might 
prove incompetent. 
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ago Hahnemann, with hiB accustomed charlatanism, aeserted not 
only thai it would destroy the very existence of all syphilitic and 
many other diseasee, but also, that it would never salivate, which it 
does more than any other preparation of mercury. His causti- 
'cum, which the author of the concise view is pleased to t«rm on' 
page 33, "a new subatance discovered by Hahnemann," has 
proved to be a discovery something like that of his alkali pneum — 
nothing but an impure alkali. — Indeed, it must appear strange to 
every scientific man, that in our time a new substance, and espe- 
cially a valuable remedy, should have remained so long unnoticed 
by all the chemists, and not mentioned in the lai^ and valuable 
works of Thenard, Berzelius, Omelin, or any other author on che- 
mistry. Hahnemann is, on the contrary, so ignorant of the great 
progress in chemistry during the last half century, that he appears (o 
the reader of his works, who is acquainted only with the elements 
of this immense science in its present state, more igaoiant than an 
author of ages long [Mist, who had, at least, a clear conception of 
Stahl's phlogiston, Meyer's acidum jHngue, or of similar hypothe- 
ses and technical terms then used. Thus, in explaining his pre- 
paration of silicea (see Chronic Diseases, Vol. ID. i»208), he 
speaks of a "causticum" (phlt^iston probably), which the natrum 
acquires while melting with flint, ~und which, combined with the 
oxygen of the atmosphere, generates carbonic acid, whidi is evi- 
denUy nonsense, even according (o the old phlogistic theory. He 
cAisiders further the precipitated silicea to be soluble in alcohol, 
although it is regarded as insoluble by all other chemists. He 
also states that sulphur is very soluble in alcohol, while according 
to all chemists, it is but slightiy stdubie in its gaseous state, in the 
vapour of water, and is perfectly inst^uble in alcohol oi' liquid 
water. With all this he had the unparalleled boldness and impu- 
dence to say (Chmnic Dis. Vol 1. p. 183), in regard to the present 
state of chemistry, " The over refined chemistry of our time is yet 
" ignorant of the easy solubihty of sulphur in alcohol, and also of 
" the solubility of metals and earths in the same, after they have 
bean polenzised* ten thousand or a million times by triturition." 
All this nonsense is, nevertheless, omsidered by the . infatuated 

* The term "poteazised" is corielalive to the eipresaion " dave loped diug-viitue ;" 
and thoagh not ofien used in the English langaage, we ace obliged lo adopt it to 
«xpiess briefly the power alledged to be developed from the Klomt of simple ihuga by 
homcEDpalhic manipulatioa, and which tnay be considered similar to the powets of 
numben or of othet ligtis used by mathematicianG 
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fiJk>wers of Hahnemann, as mofe wise and tru« than the results 
ot the niiouteat chetoical iavesiigations of a Humphrey Davy, 
Berzeltue, Faradny, Gay-Luraac, dec. Thia " great genius^* and 
his followers have a natural philoet^hy, cbemielTy, a materia 
Diedica, therapia, etc.; nay, even an arithmetic of their own, as 
we shall prove hereafter more minutely. 

This however is no reasonable objection to the intrinsic value 
and trutbB of the bomoeopatbic doctrine, since many highly inter- 
esting discoveries in almost every science, and particularly in me- 
dicine, have been made by men of inconsiderable talent, whim- 
sical conceptions and doubtful character, An extensive jvactice 
of more than half a century often feile to promote the science ; 
while the minute observation of a £sw cases only may richly en- 
large it. Siatemcnta, however, unconnected witli the objects in 
view are uncalled for,and should not be perverted iu order to fwestall 
putdic sentiment. This course has been purai^ed by H^memanD 
and most of his disciples, and bis opponents are therefore alee 
compelled to tear the unmerited laurels from the bead of the man, 
before considering the falsehood and inconsistency of his doctrine. 

On page 15 of his pamphlet, Dr. Heriog says, " Among the 
" contemporary professors of medicine, of which there were more 
" than two hundred, who received salaries in Germany, among all 
"Uieboapital physicians, there was not one who was induced to study 
"it." Tbisaisertioa, supposing that Dr. Hering knew by ioe^iralioa 
exactly, the course of reading puraued by all tbeee men, corresponds 
but little with his remarks a few lines previous : " The tabors «f the 
"Germans, who constantly arul eagerly borrow all that is most 
" valuable in the arts and sciences from the available sources of all 
"times andofevery nation, du;.," nor with bisemphatic expressions 
of " the depth and scdidity of th* Germans," of" the worth of 
" German science," &Ai., uor even with bis statement on page 16. 
" The German savans appeared sensible, that if both these propo- 
" silions were estaUisbed, &c., then all the learned lumber which 
" theorists bad been accumulating for two thousand years must &11 
" to the ground." Fwe^ners, unacquainled with the character aod 
standing of the German professors, might suppose these assertions, 
although contradicting each other, to proceed not only from pro- 
hibitory meaam^s of the government, but bAbo from party spirit 
and the faars entertained by the Oerman practitioners, that this 
new doctrine might injure their practice. This mistake we feci 
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a our duty to rectify. No pamphlet or lai^er work in any lan- 
guage would long remain unnoticed or uncriticised in Germany, 
if it should contain a single important scienUfic idea or experi- 
ment. The German Uterary institutions publish upwards of sixty 
periodicals devoted to natural sciences only, more than one half of 
which are appr^riated to medical essays and reviews. Most of 
these periodicals are issued in protestant slates, where men possess, 
even on religious topics, an independence and Uberly of discussion 
which, when we reflect upon the ititiiaate connection between 
church and state still existing there, may justly be considered aa 
unparalleled in any part of the civilized world. It must there- 
fore be evident that such objects as are but distantly connected 
with the prerogatives and interests of monarchical goveruments, 
as for instance all the natural sciences and particularly medicine, 
are open to free discussion all over Germany. Most of the pro- 
fessors of medicine in the German universities are ardently at- 
tached to the sciences, and are also perfectly independent in their 
circumstances.* Hence they are generally quite indifferent about 
obtaining private medical practice, and those particularly who are 
engaged as physicians of hospitals and dispensaries, feel them- 
selves in duty bound to subject every new method of treatment 
and every newly recommended drug to the test of experience in 
the presence of their students. In no other country therefore 
have new medical theories or modes of treatment s()read so rapidly 
and so widely among the greater part of the profession, as in Ger- 
many ; and in no other country have the oldest professors and 
practitioners so publicly avowed their long cherished errors and 
mistakes, and have received, upon the slightest appearance of 
truth, a new doctrine with greater candor or with more perfect 
disinterestedness. This was the case with John Brown's theory, 
which was zealously adopted by one of the greatest physicians 
of the age, John Peter Frank, when he was nearly seventy years 
old; and this was the case in our times also with the no le« 
erroneous doctrine of Broussais.t But in every iastauce some ap- . 
pearance of reason, some consistency, is required. 

* TbeiT salsrie> me fTom one to upwnrdi of len thousand ilollnrs per ■nnum. be- 
Mm their tickets for itieii lecturei, and tlieir aliarei la members of medical fuultiei, 

thpqMod dollarB per aniiDm. 

t U ii not our ubjecl to letten the rnspect due to this distinguished physicisn sod 
author, though we deny the piupristy of calling his doctrine pre-eminently " physiolo 
giul medicuut," artd also, that he deserves the name, " father of modern medicine," 

3 
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Perhaps, the Germans generally appreciate the merits of their 
OWD countrymen less thaD thotje of foreigners, and are rather too 
much disposed to listen readily to scientific suggestions from abroad. 
This fault is owing to their natural want of petty literary egotism, 
which always exists in an inverse ratio with the extent of leaiiiing 
and acquirements ; and to a want of uational pride, arbing from 
the political condition of that country. We may partly ascribe to 
this predilection for foreign suggestions the fact, that the pracljce 
of medicine has there also rather declined than improved for the 
last thirty years, although all the branches of theoretical medicine 
and surgery have attained a degree of perfection unsurpassed, if 
not unparalleled, in the literary history of all countries and ages. 
But, without the elevated self respect of her literary men in 
scientific pursuits, the immense medical Uteratare of Germany 
could not exist; many indispensable branches of the profession, for 
instance, medical jurispiudence, political, and especially psychical 
medicine, could not have originated in Germany, or attained there a 
perfection unheard of in other countries ; nor would discoveries 
of their own medical men have been acknowledged for, their 
intrinsic value, and pursued with perseverance, however Uttle they 
have been noticed abroad. Thus animal magnetism, firet men- 
tioned about three centuries ago by Paracelsus, a German, and 
introduced as a remedy about sixty years since, by Mesmer, also 
a German, remained almost unnoticed by all other nations, the 
French excepted, although many profesrional men in Germany 
still apply this great agent as a remedy which, hereafter, will be 

BO ^nphaticalljr beatowad upon him. paiticuliirljr in the medital workaof this coimlry. 
Dejiending almost entirely on ihe evidence ofpost mortem eisminstions,nnd neglecting 
all higher pbilosuphical coDceptionH, he directed his mmd only to Ihe palpable reBDlls 
of his iDVestigalioos, aoil easily found by Ihem what hie favorite opinion had wiught 
for. Like all those who pretend to be reformerB in medicine, he cherished his bypu- 
thesii more than impaitial actutiny, by rejecting indiacriminately the truths contained 
in former medical doctrines. Partially oppoBed to abstract ideaa, called by bim " on- 

conception, tnore rogue and nariow than many gimilar ones berote him, and which is 
also diacordanC with the groaa materialisoi so much advocated by him in hie writinge, 
' and particularly in hia work "On Inilalionand Insanity," in a manoer which we masl 
consider unworthy of ao elevated mind. — AsyBtematic doctrine of practical medicine, 
without regard to physiological ptinciplea, could be nothing but rude empiricism ; and 
as every meritorious worlc on practical medicine must necessarily be fouiideij on physi- 
ology, wo cannot acknowledge that bis system has any special claim to the termphysi- 
oio^cal system. We know of no important anatomical or physiological discovery for 
which the proleBsioii ia particularly indebted to him, as it is tn so mamy of his highly 
dialinguiahed countrymen, who, like Bichal, Magendie, and many others, have iu 
past and present times, ao brilliantly enriched and miproved the healing art. — *■ Pai- 
ntain qui meruit, ferat." ' 
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more, generally appreciated, when likewise divested of the mystery 
which &ncy and credulity have so long combined with iL 

Why, then, should Hahnemann's works have remained bo long 
unnoticed in his own country, as Dr. Hering states ? They were 
not; they have been frequently reviewed in the German periodi- 
cals. But the darkness of the middle ages had, at least in regard 
to the natural sciences and medicine, fortunately been dispersed in 
Oermany too long for a favorable reception of Hahnemann's works. 
His disciples and adherents excepted, most medical authors and 
physicians, from the first promulgation of his doctrine down to the 
present time, have agreed that no apology could be offered for a 
man who boldly endeavours to destroy al! that is rational in 
medicine, in order to substitute for it the rudest empiricism ever 
practised, and who had made, in his Organon and other works, a 
multitude of assertions and suggestions, totally at variance with 
common sense and with alt the laws of nature, confirmed by the 
experience of centuries. We remember a review, published many 
years ago, in which the author asserted, that Hahnemann could 
have written his Organon only to revenge himself on the whole 
profession in return for their contempt of his Arcana.* The fact 
is, that we know of no work pretending to be scientific, and pub- 
lished within the last or present century, which is more crowded with 
contradictions, falsehoods and absurdities than Halmemann's Or- 
ganon, this treasure of the homceopathists, this " great result of 
twenty years investigation," which Dr. Hering compares (see page 
9,} with the discoveries of a Galileo, a Harvey, a Columbus! This 
is obvious, not only to every well educated and judicious physician 

" Wecsndidfjconfen webeliore it to be »o, partiealarly since be pnbliihed hia la«t 
work on chianic clisesies ; tbousb tbere are some pnthognamonical BymptoniB ofcrs- 
lineH obieivable in him, especially in thase passages where he really speaks of his 
doctiina as B fanatic false propbet does of hit new revelation. Thus, he says of hia 
doctrines, on page 7, vol. lii., of hie materia me die a, " ignen inestillis Tis et cffileatis 
origo," " they posaese a fiery power, and come from beaven." In a scientific view no 
regard should be paid to his motives ; and his expressions are ialeresting in a moral 
view only, as being or not being a part of his old public impositions. " Mullum inter- 
" est ntnim peecare quis noliC aut nesciat." — Seneca. 

Hahnemann was loo good a scholar, too well educated Id his profession, his 
doctrine originated at too mature ^n age, when such fancies as his are generally no 
longer the product of an eialled imagination, and last not least, hie whole life was 
too much calcnlated for the promotion of his own interest, to reject entirely the 
conjecture of the reviewer mentioned. Should it be true, and should he, feeling his 
departure from this world of vain deception to be near, ho conscioua of his entering 
, the world of bright unclouded tmlli, we would wish that he might secure to himself a 
better place in the history of medicine, by informing posterity of his true opinion, and 
of the steps which he look to prove to what extent the grossest errors and illusiitne 
can atalbe palmed upon so many. We sincerely wrish that he may still live long, but a 
. confession of this kmd would be of much more value to the profession and to man- 
kind, than if even the tenth part of all his suggestions were tins. 
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who has ptactiaed any length of time, but lo any one who knowi 
how to read a book with attention, and can judge impartially. 
We hope thai the time is near when that book, at least, will be 
accessible to tlie enlightened part of our professional brethren in 
this country ; although it would be difficult for any faithful uana- 
latot to preserve the vulgar style and tone which characterize this 
and all Hahnemann's works. Even those who think well of Bome 
of his tenets and suggestions, will admit the propriety of these 
remarks on reading some of our faithful quotations from Hahne- 
mann's books ; to quote atl his nonsense, we should be obliged to 
translate almost atl his works. 

Many entertain the erroneous opinion, that the homceopalhic 
and other doctrines of Hahnemann affect only practical medicine; 
and that ihey merely teach a new method of curing disewes, 
which, like other medical methods, may some^mes be right, and 
sometimes wrong. We shall endeavor to prove, that in adopt- 
ing this doctrine in its whole extent, the very foundation of the 
human intellect would be shaken ; and that all experience in the 
whole range of nalLiral philosophy, scarcely excepting that which 
admits of a mathematical demonstration, would be much morft 
unsafe now than it was in the darkest ages of superstition. 

The debasement of the healing art, by Hahnemann and bis 
followers, is obvious when we consider that they themselves slate, 
that homceopathia is not only totally independent of, and incom- 
patible with all other medical theories ; but exphcitly declare war 
against all reason and experience, saying, (see C. V. page 15,) that 
" all the learned lumber which theorists have been accumulating 
" for two thousand years must fail to the ground." Indeed, if these 
propositions be correct, and the medical profession, rejecting all 
theoretic^ expositions, should rely only upon naked facts, this noble 
science would soon be carried back far beyond the age of Hippo- 
crates, when medicine was practised only by priests in temples, 
and when after a person was cured of a disease, besides the offer- 
ing made to the deity, and the presents given to the priests, tablets 
were hung upon the waits of the temples, containing only the two 
requisites of homosopathia ; the symptoms of the disease, and the 
simple remedy which proved succeesfiil, a time about which an 
able medical author, two centuries ago, (Meibom. in Diss, de incu- 
bat. i 2,) very correctly says, " tunc non sanabat raediciua, sed 
" quidquid videbatur sanasse erst medicina," " at that lime medi- 
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" cine did nol cure, but whatever appeared lo have cured was con- 
" sidered lo be a remedy." 

Although gur author, in accordance with Hahnemann in some 
paeaages of his works pretends, that great knowledge is requisite 
for the hoDKsopathic practice, we appeal to any one whoee judg- 
ment is sound and not prejudiced by party spirit or interest, whe- 
ther he can conceive that any science whatever is indispensable or 
particularly useful lo the homffiopalhic practitioner, since a minute 
knowledge of the symptoms of diseases, and of the properties of drugs 
are amply suflicient to constitute a homcoopathic Doctor, and no 
faculty of the mind is required except a good memory aided only 
by perfect external senses. The faithful homfeopathisl may also 
possess all the great advantages of an accomplished education, if 
this is compatible with homceopathia, may be a great chemist, 
anatomist, botanist, &c., in short, may be a true polyhislor ; but 
all his knowledge is quite useless in respect to his vocation. To 
an allopathist, a name appUed by Hahnemann to all physicians 
who are not in favor of his doctrine — even the knowledge of a 
common trade* would be more useful for his practice, than a fami- 
liarity with anatomy ,t physiology, chemistry, Sec. is to an homceo- 

* It i* often bighl; impoituit fm- the ntioi»l pbysiciao, nljiag more on the cauMi 
4>r the diseiueB IhsD upon Iheir deluxire aymptoms, lo know lo what psrlicuUr iujuT* 
an indiTidunl \i exposed bji his irade. The probision is much in nsed of a work u- 
milBi lo that ofRanuziiui, " de Morbis Opificum," 1713, which shall detail thoaa pai- 
ticulara, not oa\y in respect to the new iradeB brought into eiistence during Ihe last 
centuTj, but alio to the changss produced by machinery, &c. in the old tradea. 

t It would appear almoat incredible that in the ninelceuth century there ahould be 
Chrislian eoutitnes where the study or tuiatomy ia restrained by lawa, mote worthy of 
the Buperslition of the middle ages than of our timea, while we aee even the Turkiah 
Sultan and the Pacha of Egypt encourage its study, howeTer much it is opposed to the 

tion* by tbeir diligent study and eitraardinary talents ; but the profe^ion at large can 
never attain the [equiaite perfection without the most liberal provisions for this 
■cieoee, which must be comidered u the key-stone ot all medicine and lurgeiy. The 
oppotition of the public to post mortem examinations in private practice, particularly, 
in rare eases, where eiammationB may bo useful for the ttealment of similar eaeea, 
tenda to retard the advance of science, and is also unworthy of the present age. TTie 
cmpse should juatly be considered as a mere aubsiance, doomed lo decay, wd aa the 
property of the fauman aociely at large, and not as a person. " Curatio funeria, conditio 
aepullDTia, porapa eiequiarum, magia sunt vivoram aolalia, quam subsidia moituorum," 
(AogustinuB de Civ. c. 12.) It rnay here also be nol improper to allude to the prevalent 
prejudic*. that the healiog art resM mostly on its practical branchea, and that, if suf- 
ficient ptoviaim* are made for these, the profeasion and the public will be more beoe- 
Gled than by promoting its theoretical aeiencea. It ia a prejudice by which the moat 
talented young students of medicine lose tbe best opportunity of really attaining ■ 
high standing in Iheir profession, and are forced to remain, for ever, common rouliniers, 
A cDDnlry which ptovidse in the best manner for tbe etudy o( anatomy, physiology, 
chemistry, and for the other branches of theoretical medicine, without the least pto- 
Tisions for obaetving the treatment of patients, would soon possess ten times as many 
disttDBDiabied physiciana aud respected medical authors, than another country which 
{■rovidea amply br tbe piemotion of practical instruction in hospitals and almahouaes, 
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pathist, although Halinemann inhiBOrganon(8eep.p.l84andjl8S, 
4th ediL) urges particularly a due regard to the pursuit of the pa- 
tient; more however witha view to promote theiulerest of the phy- 
siciaD by making him intimately acquainted with family eeciets, 
than with the intent of influencing a treatment, which, according 
to his doctrine of the origin and treatment of all chronic diseases, 
must always depend upon the removal of one and the same cause. 
But we wish seriously, that any homoeopathist would explain to 
ue of what use anatomy is to him, since, if be confines himself to 
medical practice, he can observe all the imaginahle symptoms of 
the diseased stale in the sense of his doctrine, without even the 
first rudiments of that science ? Physiology, a science of which 
Hahnemann himself could never have had any sound conception, 
is so much crowded with hypotheses, conjectures, and " learned 
lumber," that it must appear to a homteopathist very fanciful and 
useless. Chemistry, in the eyes of the great genius, so " over-refined 
" in our age," and so defective, that the properties of the most com- 
mon substances, the solubihty of flint and sulphur in water for 
instance, or their transmutation into infinite spirits by their re- 
moval " from place to place in a fluid state," remained hitherto 
unknown to all the chemists of both hemispheres; mineralogy, 
botany, &c. are still more unnecessary to him, because others may 
collect the plants and simples, he himself being only obliged to 
dilute any rub them down, " secundum artis magicee leges," and he 
must indeed do so if be attends but a few patients daily, as so many 
hours are required to learn all the symptoms and all the minutis 
of the patient's whole life, and as (see p. 25 C. V,) " the advan- 
tages of short visits and quickly writing a recipe," " cannot be 
" reconciled with homosopathia." Although the author of the con- 
cise view tells us (page 31) thai his master recognises the anato- 
mical and physiological sciences as by all means indispensable, 

butpnyB but little regard to the theory. This may easitj beproTcd by the lov standing 
.J. .1 . ■.■. _i _. _a-..i ..-. . .... ..... i ... • -gg_g|,j(,y their m ..... 



of the original medLca] literature of such conntrtes. and by their neceasarj dependaoce 
on foreign lileralure. It may be naaerted with the grsaiest propriety, that no Bcience 
requires more the minutest at udy of its thforeticul biatiches than medicine, since 
none ndmitB of a greater variety ofind;ridnal cases, the proper treatment of which 
depends mostly on general principles ; for othetwiae the old intelligent nnrae noold 
be the best physician, and the oldest herh-coUeclor the greateat botnnist. Prac- 
ticn! acqniremcnie are easily and quickly obtained in all scientilic porsuita, where 
sound principles preriously derived from a closa study of their theory, are combined 
with natural talent, but not the reverse. Thus a man, tharoogbly acquainted with 
geomeby, trigonometry, and the other branches of pore mRthematics, will learn in a 
few weeks, by himself or by a practical teacher, to be a good surveyor, whilM a merely 
practical man, without snch acquiremenle, will never become eminent in his vacation, 
and will never be able to compete with the other in eitrsordinary cases. 
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and adintls the general study of the prevailing systems of medi- 
cine, on account of the hwiorical knmcledge and controversies with 
other physicians, still we do not see the least advantage which 
either the homceoptUhist or his patients could derive from such 
" learaed lumber." It is even probable that in regard to contro- 
versies with ailopathists, if such " murderers" should continue to 
exist, contrary to the prophecies and hopes of the homtBopathislS; 
the latter will be as unfortunate as their great master, who, not suc- 
ceeding in bis controversies, at last concluded that he alone knew 
better iu what the heeding tirt consists, than all the professional 
men from Hippocrates down to his age, and that it never was, and 
never will be, necessary to be acquainted with any thing but the 
symptoms of natural diseases, and of those artificially produced in 
healthy persons by drugs, to perform the greatest, safest and most du- 
rable cures. (0. V. page2U.) It is evident how easily this knowledge 
can be acquired by any body who, perhaps unfitted for any other 
occupation, finds it convenient to make his living in this very 
commodious and pleasant manner. What an enviable situation 
such a worthy priest of .£sculapius has, in comparison with the 
industrious sturdy mechanic who, after serving an apprenticeship 
of four or five years, must expose his life and health all day to earn 
what the former can obtain in an hour without the least bodily or 
mental exertion ! No wonder that this " new art of healing" now 
attJ'acts those who, like many young people in our times, wish to 
reap without incurring the trouble and pains of ploughing and 
sowing, and that many are anxious to adopt this marvellous 
doctrine, even in countries where the degree of M. D, and the pri- 
vilege of guarding the life and health of mankind, are conferred in 
less than a third of the time demanded by a cobbler for an a^^rentice 
of his trade. We could name instances where men without the 
least knowledge of medicine have been taught and declared qua- 
lified for practice, by a German homceopathist in this country, in 
less than three months ; and it is well known to many professional 
men here, that an American homceopathist, who has also usurped 
this privilege, was prevented only by the conflicting interests of 
others from continuing to confer the degree of M. D. on those, whom 
he alone considered as worthy to practise according to the rules 
of this new " Art of Healing." The study of the history of me- 
dicine also recommended by Hahnemann, would rather uppeftr to 
lead a man astray from the paths of homosopathia and injure 
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himself and bis patiente; because, it woutd impair bis allegiance' 
to the iofallible doclriaes uf Uahaeinann, who, ia ioauy passages 
of bie works, explicitLy forbids any reasoning on homceopathia, 
and demands of his disciples aud followers more implicit faith, 
" without doubting, reasoning, interpreting or phikec^liiziDg 
" iipoD them" (see these expressions in Arcbiv fuer Homoeopatiscbe 
Heilkunde, Vol. IX. No. 3, and in Cbroo. Krankheiten,Vol.l.p.3l3), 
thao any orthodox or other religious creed requires of its coafeasore. 
Moreover all records in the history of medicine of the cure of dis- 
eases, in a manner different from his, are, according to Uohne- 
tuann, entirely false, and even one single speedy and permanent 
cure anaoog hundreds of patients by the physicians of all ages, 
has been performed only by mere good fortune. (See Organon, 
p. p. 95 and 96.) The true history of the healing art begins with 
him — " qui 86 unus sapieulem profiteri sR ausus (Cic de fin.), 
and has, in hie own time, and by the exertions of himself and his 
adhereute, attained its highest degree of perfection ; and all that 
appears to be left to posterity, is to observe a few more symptoms 
and to institute a few more trials with drugs !* It appears obvious 
that, if according to this new doctrine, the healing art can be so 
easily acquired by any body who can read, the public will find it 
quite superfluous to apply to the privileged class of physicians, as 
soon as the homtsopathic text-books, the symptom-and-d rug- 
sic kness-dictionaries are accessible to them. All efforts of the 
homteopathists, who now appear to act in a body for the purpose 
of obtaining exclusively medical practice, and send miHsionaries 
to all quarters of the world to preach the new medical gospel in 
the unrivalled manner of the author of " A Concise View,*" will 
be unable to prevent this ; particularly if we consider the confi- 
dence required of the patients, (o submit to the minute and often 
indeiicale cross-examination of a homceopatbist (see Organon, p. p. 
183 and 184), in order to ascertain where a small wart or a pimple 

* As a litllfl Bpecimen of the extraordinu; modesty and meeknesB of Hshaenmnn, 
" who had hinuelf never assumed an oiTenaive attilude," as Dr. Haring aaaerls, we 
qnot« here the following remarkable wordi of Hahnemann in the preface to hU Or- 
ganon : " It must be admitted that the ttue art of healing begina with me." 

In order also ta pta«e that our opinion of the reqniaitea or a homcEOpathic phyaician 
ia not eironeous, we quote here Hahnemum'a own wordi on thia aubject; alter ei- 
plaining the mode of rocognizing a diaeaae. he aaja in his Organon, p. 16 : " Thia 
eiaaiination of an individual caae, of which I hare giTen only a general eketch, and of 
which the eiaminer relaina only what ia applicable to the caae before him, demand* 
. nothingbntfreedomfTomprejudicea, perfect aensea, attention inobaerving, and fidelity 
in deacribing the diisBn." 
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may be located, Su.., (see c. v. p. 22,) and which, however, is ueeless 
in most cases, since HahoetnaDD himself commaods hia followers 
not to rely upoD the atatemebts elicited by those severe examina- 
tions, if the result coatradicte his latest axioma laid down in his 
marveUous work on chronic diseases — viz. that all such patienta 
must be considered as itchy (see Organon, from p. 177 to 188, 
and in different places of the Treatise on Chr. Dis.) If we add 
to this, that many external diseases, generally considered as ob- 
jects of surgical treatment, such as aneurism, necrosis, fistula ani 
and others (s«e Organon, p. 12), nay ! even hernia inguinalis no 
longer require any surgical aid (see Cbron. Dis. Vol. I. p. 188), the 
whcde profession may soon be dispensed with. — It would really 
almost appear that Providence, having in her eternal wisdom and 
mercy inflicted mortality and painful diseases upon the human 
race, had now blessed mankind with a Hahnemann, who so rea- 
dily teaches bis infallible healing art to the most stupid as well as 
to the wisest of men ! Henceforth, the well educated physicians, 
these murderers of their fellow-men, with all their " learned 
" lumber, accumulated during two thousand years," are unnecessary; 
the human intellect and imagination, and the talents of thou- 
sands, hitherto squandered for nothing but professional mischief 
and injury, may be exercised for other and more worthy purposes ; 
in medicine tbey have been' and will be of no value whatever ! 
Who would be so stubborn, so heartless and abject, as not to hail 
luch as a golden age, an age in which mankind has obtained 
Uesaings of more value than half of the long desired millenium, 
when, 

" The dumb ihall sing, the lame hii ctnUh fongo. 
And Uttp exalting like the bounding roe."— JPejw. 

But alas! such prophecies, like those of the author of the Concise 
View, (see c.v. pages 28 and 29,) and his brethren, are utterly whim- 
sical and false. Samuel Hahnemann, as we shall endeavor to prove 
hereafter, with all his fanciful productions and atoms of drugs, has 
not yet found one atom of the philosopher's stone. Some informa- 
titm and useful suggestions may be selected from the immense 
rubbish of his works, and may, if rightly apjweciated, contribute to 
pave the way for a new and better era of practical medicine, 
which is so very much needed ; but as homoeopathia stands at 
present, we can only consider it compounded of the grossest errors 
4 
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and falsehoods ever palmed upon the public, either by a morbid 
imaginalion and ignorance, or by intentional imposition. 

From these general characteristics of Hahnemann and his 
works, it may easily be seen, why this new prophet and bisdoctrine 
remained bo long unnoticed in his native country, and are still 
either disregarded or despised by her professors and physicians of 
repute. With the exception of Dr. Kopp, of Hanau, of whom we 
shall say a few words hereafter, not one distinguished professor, 
author or practitioner in Germany has, to our knowledge, hitherto 
dedared in bvor of homceopathia. With the exception of Hahne- 
mann's disciples and adherents, who were not known in medical 
literature before they followed thb doctrine. Dr. Hering, with his 
brother homreopathists cannot name a single one. The remarks 
on page 17, of his Concise Yiew ; " but day by day new adherenla 
" were acquired, and mostly among the c^d practitioners, a pheno- 
'' menon, in new systems, entirely unheard of," b, therefore, a groes 
error. His statements, however, on the same page, in regard to 
several individuals of distinguished rank and reputation, not phy- 
sicians, are correct. In many countries, we find some who admire 
and follow Hahnemann's doctrines, until they have paid by the 
loss of their own health or life, or by that of their I'elatives and 
friends, for trusting in homceopathic treatment, or for believing, that 
the healing art is now rendered easily accessible to every one, 
merely by studying homisupathic text-books for a few months ; 
since they think, that excepting a minute knowledge of bomiEo- 
pathic disease — symptoms, and their corresponding drug — symp- 
toms, all professional acquirements are, altogether, mere trash. We 
know that in every age and country, and individuals,in every class 
of society have been eager to play the physician, whenever they 
could, although they have formerly been aware of the long and 
careful study usually required by the profession ; it is therefore not 
strange, that by the immense iacilities offered by homceopathia to 
its votaries, many military men, merchants, tradesmen, and some- 
times also a poet have raised their voices for this new doctrine, in 
Germany ;' and, that it now may be said, with more propriety : 



' Moat of our readers may flnJ our cleBcriptioD of the biillisnt stale of liteialure in 
Germiny, quite in contnuliction with our Btatemenl in Teginl to even the slight succaaa 
of HabDeauuui's works, sod the mora so, if we acknowledge that some well educateO 
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Young phyEiicians, attracted cither by the novelty of this medical 
treatment, or too ignorant to succeed la the practice of rational 
medicine, have embraced homceopathia ; eome few, aleo, who are 
well educated, adopt it as a fashionable money-making business, 
and follow the practical, but dishonest maxim, "Mundus vult 
decipi, ergo decipiatur." 

The admiration of homceopathia amongthe classes just named, 
attracted the attention of the two greatest German governments, 
Prussia and Austria, and afterwards also of Russia. 

The Prussian government, a few years since, ordered a public 
trial of homceopathia to be made in the largest hospital of Berlin, 
the Charite, by one of Hahnemann's disciples, particularly recom- 
mended by him for that purpose. Although of the many hundred 
patients in that hospital, he selected twenty-five cases, which he 
considered most suitable for his experiments not one was cured. 
As Hahnemann afterwards asserted that the incompetency of his 
disciple must have been the only cause of failure, a second pupil 
was dispatched by him to Berlin ; the same misfortune attending 
his practice also, be was dismissed. 

The experiments instituted by the Austrian government in a 
large hospital at Vienna, were attended with the same results. 
Dr. Herrmann, of Saxony, one of the oldest disciples of Hahne- 
mann, and probably the same, whose name is quoted so frequently 

jDUDg phjiiciani and other gentlemen in Caiman;, have zealously adopted and 
advocated tbU doctrine. But, among the manj other peculiatitiei, which tiie natJTe 
cODntTTofKeplei, Leibniti, Kant, die., preBcnta (o ^e obeemng foreignei, he will 
be Burpriied at Beeiog occasionally, pimluctions totally unworthy of the elevated 
Biaoding of her literature which still abonncts, aa it hi8farceDturies,ininaaterwarkaia 
all arta andaeienceai similar to the ovenich soil, which in producing its gisaatic syek' 
mores, luiariantly favors likewias the siowih of many common weeds. Those 
roreigners who, ignorant of the Qerman language, eeldom become acquainted with 
distinguished German savaas, and with the philosophical spirit which pervades the 
well educated cIbsbbb of Gemian society, and those who merely Irave! through that 
~ uutry, will with equal propriety coDaider it to be, in several respecla, still many 



amined the state of literature and arts in Greimany, willbc convinced that it may JQstly 
be cansideTedin that respect as the modem Greece, though the geueia] education of 
the people has not advanced in proportion to its advancement in other couDiries ; 
notwithsiandiog the most praiaowotlhj eietlions of the clIBerent governments, and 
particnlarly of Prussia, to improve it. The opinion of Americana of the medical 
profession in Germany, when lomed Irom the German barbers and druggists, who on 
coming to this country borrow or assume the title of H. D., would be aa erroneons, as 
would be that of the Germane, if overlooking the distinguished merits of Physick, 
Barton, Mott, Hosack, Francis, Warren, and others, they should judge of the Ameri- 
can medical profession from the shoemakers and schoolmasters, who have turned 
homiEopathists, or from the clerks and farmers, who after attending medical lectures 
Ibr eight months have been awarded with a medical diploma. 
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n the experiments described in Hahnemann's materia medica, was 
expressly sent for by the Russian ^vemment, to try the new 
method in a military hospital ; being completely unsuccenful, he 
was dismissed, and the homceopathic (iractice was entirely pro- 
hibited in all the Russian military hospitals. For the sake of 
experiment an equal number of paUents, and so far as could be 
ascertiuned by minute examination, quite similar to those under 
the care of Dr. Herrmann, were al (he same time publicly treated 
by Dr. Giggler, surgeon-general of the Russian army, metbodo 
expectativa, or by mere diet, without adminietering any medicine, 
and the result was similar to that obtained by the bomfleopalhic 
treatment of Dr. Herrmann, (see Hecker's Annalen der ges. 
Heilk. December, 1833.) 

The author of the pamphlet before us says, also, on page 17, 
" It was carried to Naples, and in that kingdom obtained steadbst 
" adherenlB." Whilst reading this, we fiilly expected to find this 
statement incorrect ; we thought that Italy, the cradle of all modern 
civilization and the native country of a Baglivi,aHoTgagni, aScarpa, 
&c., where the medical profession holds still as high a rank as in 
any other land, could not di^ace herself by the adoption of such 
a superstitious and rude empiricism as homosopathia presented to 
her. We were not mistaken ; for the statement of Dr. Hering has 
been contradicted in toto, by a long and very interesting letter, 
directed to Dr. Hufeland, at Berlin, and lately published in the 
Heidelberger Annalen, (vol. viii.. No. 3, f(H' 1832.) The dis- 
tinguished editors of that journal. Professors Chehus, Naegele, and 
Puchelt, of Heidelberg, and Professor Harless, of the Univerdty of 
Bonn, assert, that the writer of that anonymous letter, is not only 
an accomphshed physician, but an author of the highest standing 
in the profession, and of strictly veracious and honorable character. 
It results from this letter, that in Naples, Rome, and other Italian 
cities, no physician can now express himself in favor of bomoeopa- 
unless it be at the risk of his reputation, in consequence of the 
number of failures, and even deaths, which have attended the 
practice of one of Hahnemann's disciples, and of some enthusiastic 
young Italian physicians. The homoBopathist who introduced 
this practice at Naples, although an ignorant Bohemian barber, 
enjoyed the splendid patronage of the commanding Austrian 
general, to whom he was particularly recommended by Hahne- 
mann. The public as well as some talented young physicians. 
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who embraced hoinceopathia with ao much zeal, awoke from theit 
illusive credulity, but not until the general, with many other per- 
sonage of dititinguished rank, had died, or were injured by this 
all-curing new healing art We have not yet seen the reports in 
favor of homoeopattiia from " the sanguinary gold coast, and fronp ' 
Egypt, the land of monsters," as stated by Dr. Hering, on page 18; 
but we are willing to admit them as correct. — " Tot Oalata, tot 
" Pontus eat, tot Lydia nummisl" — In countries where medicine is 
still in its infancy, and where medical practice is considered as a 
common trade, rather than as a scientific art, and where powerful 
prescriptions are administered with rash ignorance, homceopathia 
will best satisfy the creduUty of the uneducated, and must be 
regarded as a blessing, on account of its decided negativeuaefiilness. 
We would, therefore, consider it almost a crime to weaken the con- 
fidence of the peopte in the homceopathic treatment, in countries 
where the study of rational medicine is much neglected, and where 
the health and lives of the public are endangered by the absence 
of a protective medical police ; but it is morally certain, that any 
thing is too dear, if purchased at the expense of truth or at the 
risk of destroying the foundation of all ration^ sciences ; and 
nothing is more injurious to the physical as well as the'moral hap- 
piness of men than superstition. Hence Bacon says, and correctly, 
that even atheism is far less injurious than superstition: " Atheis- 
"mu8 non prorsus convellitdictamina sensus, non philosophiam, 
"affectus naturales, leges, bonse fiinue desiderium ; que omnia, 
*' licet reltgio absesset, morali cuidam virtuti externie conducere 
" possunt: ac superstitio hcec omnia dejicit, et tyrannidem absolutam 
" in animis execret" {See his Treatise de Superstitione.) 

With regard to " the real triumph'* of this new method of treat- 
ing " the most violent and malignant forms of the Asiatic cholera," 
of which Dr. Hering says, on page 27 : " however varied were its 
" forms in the difierent countries, and in different individuals, and 
" as multiform and strange and malignant as it was, they cured as 
" well in Russia as in Hungary, in Vienna and Prague as well as in 
" Berlin, in Philadelphia as well as in Germany, with equal success. 
" The most recent statements received from all quarters have bril- 
" liantly established this ;" our accounts, however, vary much from 
those of our veracious author, and, moreover, unfortunately for him 
and his cause, they are even contradicted, by some of his hom<co- 
pathic brethren, like many other accounts quoted by him. Id the 
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very periodical which he values so highly on page 18, and which 
may be considered as the trumpet of the homceopathic prop^anda, 
viz. in the ArcAiv fuer I^mueopathiache Heilkimde, Vol. XII. 
No. 1, iu., many of Hahnemann's disciples, and particularly Dr. 
Schroeter, at Lemberg, in Poland, and aeverd homceopathic 
practitioners, at Berlin, have declared, that the treatment of Asiatic 
cholera, with camphor, as well as Hahnemann's other suggestions, 
had proved utterly abortive in practice. Dr. Thummel, one of 
the ward physicians of Berlin, during the prevalence of Asiatic 
cholera in that city, has reported, that of the many cholera pa- 
tients who were treated by homcBopathists in his ward, only one 
recovered, (see Berlin Med. Zeitung, 1832.) — It is really not a 
little surprising, that our author, with his brother bomceopatbists 
of this country, so confident of the infctUibility of their treatment, 
and of the positive and curative power of camphor in Asiatic cho- 
lera, did not follow the praiseworthy example of the noble and 
highminded French physicians, Drs. Bailly, Pariset and others, 
who, for the sake of philanthropy and professional investigation, 
went to places affected with the yellow fever and the oriental 
plague, to ascertain the character and treatment of these fatal 
diseases, without any specific or protective " real triumph" in their 
pockets. The American homoeopathist^ however, remained quietly 
in their eastern residences, without hastening, from motives of 
philanthropy and professional duty, or from really praiseworthy zeal 
for the propagation of their infiiUible doctrine, to the unfortunate 
countries of the west, where thousands fell victims to this scourge ; 
although certainly none of the benevolent citizens of the other 
states, would have denied them a liberal support if called upon, 
in order to save tbe lives of their fellow citizens. This would 
have been the proper occasion for them to prove their disinterested 
humanity, and their implicit confidence in the pledge of their 
great medical genius, Samuel Hahnemann, who, in his first 
treatise on Asiatic cholera, prophesied, in the year 1831, " I hope 
" that no body will henceforth die, to whom this treatment (with 
" camphor) shall be applied early." — We are sorry to mention, 
that, on the contrary, we know of instances, where homoeopathic 
physicians, attacked by cholerophobia, left their places of resi- 
dence upon the approach of this dreadful epidemic, and did not re- 
turn, until they could earn ibeir dollars again, without exposing 
their^ valuable lives and health ; which certainly proves anything 
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but confidence in the infalU^le fvotection and cure, promised by 
their " illuetrious" master, provided they have to stake any thing 
more than the paltry pains of a refined charlatanism. — 
" The better poit of valour U, diicrelioii." — Sliaki. 

As an impartial critic we must however state that, according 
to the latest accounts contained in German newspapers, some of 
the governments there, have again noticed homoeopathia, by or- 
dering new trials of its treatment to be instituted. From this we 
may infer, that there is no necessity for the particular protection 
claimed by Dr. Hering from the American people in behalf of ho- 
moeopathia, aa for a distinguished demagi^ue who, forced to leave 
his native country to distress, takes refuge in this fi'ee and happy 
land. We, at least, have not heard any thing like the extremely 
ridiculous story (on page 29, c. v.) that the "kings and princes 
" of 'Burope, &c. impede the progress of the new ait by processes, 
" penalties and bayonets, their other and more important cares 
" notwithstanding." On the contrary, as far as we know, " the 
" old philosopher" reposes quietly upon his laurels in hb high pon- 
tifical see at Coethen, undisturbed by aoy military force. 

We have already alluded to the causes whidi made many laymen 
of rank in Germany partial for homixopathia. The last accounts 
from thence (contained in the Allgemeine Zeitung) state, that 
the chamber of deputies of Badeo have resolved, almost unani- 
mously, to have a ^)ecial chair of homceopathia in the Heidelberg 
university ; the same we are told was resolved by the Bavarian 
government for the university of Munich. We may justly sup- 
pose, that these respectable authorities have never minutely con- 
sidered the bearings of homceopathia, otherwise it would be ex- 
ceedingly fooUsh to consider the whole of any doctrine useful, 
while its single parts consist of the most palpable nonsense. " An 
" quidquam stultitius, quam quod singulos contemoas, eos aliquid 
" putare esse universos?" (Cic. Tusc.) Neveilheless these revolu- 
lutions prove clearly, that this doctrine is there considered quite 
different from all rational medicine, since, if it were only a new 
mode of the latter for curing diseases, it would be no more required 
to establish a particular professorship for this, than it has been 
hitherto necessary to appoint a professor exclusively for the systems 
of Brown, Broussais, &c. or for any other new and different me- 
dical theory; these having always been left to the judicious consi- 
deration of the professors of practical medicine, or of medical his- 
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lory and literature. We are told abo by men upon whose veracity 
we can rely, that new trials of bomiBopathia are contentfdaled in 
Bome other capitals of Germany, in consequence of the wishes 
expressed by many distinguished individuals in the armies and in 
official stations, who have said they were cured by homceopa- 
thistu, after they had been long and unsuccessfully treated by 
other physicians ; perhaps also, because Dr. Kopp, known as a 
learned and experienced practitioner and author on legal and 
practical medicine, has seemingly joined the bomceopathic ranks. 
The beet medical periodicals, however, which have reached us, 
scarcdy allude to the existence of homteopathia ; whenever they 
mention it, it is only to ridicule its frequent failures and the sin- 
gular steps taken by its adherents. 

Whoever deliberates on the great advantages which Eurc^iean 
governments might easily derive, directly or indirectly, from this 
new doctrine, willjgive them great credit for not embracing homceo- 
pathia more anxiously, and not enforcing it long since, simply on ao 
count of their humanity and predilection for the [Hximotion of truly 
scientific education. Willing to gratify the public voice, whenevev 
expressing itself in favor of objects, unoonpected with p<diticB, bo- 
mceopatbia would have otTered to them the best means to check 
the progress of the human irUellect, also in regard to their political 
- objects in view. For what could be better calculated to counteract 
and to eradicate all reasonable or extravagant excitements for un- 
restricted religious and political liberty, than credulity and super- 
stitioo, particularly in regard to objects d such general and great 
importance as health and life ? People who believe, that the n(^>le 
exertions of the most talented and learned men of all ages to un- 
veil and discover the laws of nature, and to promote truth, have 
led only to errors and mistakes in the first principles of all 
sciences, and who are persuaded that, besides the great wonders of 
nature which the bumui intellect endeavours to divest of its mi- 
raculous features, there exist miracles at the disposal of men, will 
be unquestionably more disposed to admit also the divine rights 
bestowed by birth or by a sacred unction. Nations, infatuated 
by an implicit belief in the miracles of magic and witchcraft, wjU 
unquestionably submit more quietly to tfaeif fate, however op- 
pressive it may really or apparently be, than strive to attun that, 
which the history of all ages proves to them either more or less 
abortive, or at least to be attmnable only by those trarific dangeia 
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vhich have alwayi attended religious and pditical revolutions. 
The great advantages which the treasury and other impoitaDt 
branches of the governmeot would derive from homcepathia, if it 
should be found as certain and beneficial as Hahnemann and hia 
adherents assert, would prove still more, that the European gov 
ernments ought to have forced il long since upon their people, 
even in opposition to the selfish obstinauy and low interest of the 
dissenting allc^iathic physicians and apothecaries, who, after all, 
constitute but a small part of the whole population. Hundreds of 
millions of dollars would be saved, which have hitherto been 
squandered by the learned fitncy or the ignorant prejudices of the 
pernicious ctaa (^allopathic phjraicians, for immense quantities of 
costly drugs ; the great number of professors, appointed at heavy 
expenses, for bo much " learned lumber" would no longer be of 
any use, as every one could attend to his own health by the aid of 
his homceopathic guide and a few shillings' worth of drugs. 

In time of war, also, homceopathia would offer immense advan- 
tages, not only by the facility with which Isjge armies might be 
victufdied by the developed virtues of liquid and solid nourish- 
ment ; but also by preserving the lives of the soldiers not slain in 
battle, who would otherwise be sacrificed by the murderous treat- 
ment of allopathic physicians, (see C. V. p. 28.) The whole class 
of military physicians might be dismissed, and a few ^norant 
homoEopathic surgeons only would be required, especially if they 
were assisted by a symptom-secretary, and a duly initiated drug- 
triturator ; they might then also t^ciate as apothecaries, and thus 
become medico-chirurgical fac-totums for a large army, of which 
the whole drug store and laboratory might be contained in a small 
chest, measuring only a cubic foot, and be easily carried, together 
with the whole surgical apparatus, by a donkey. — "Misce stultltiam 
coDsiliis brevem." (Hor.) — With such valuable advantages to the 
European governments, to the public at Jarge, to the wealthy and 
the poor ; it is indeed astonishing that kings and princes have 
been hitherto so short sighted, as not to promote the ptogresa of 
homiEopathia ! The humane and patriotic apprehensions for our 
common native country, expressed by Dr. Hering, on page 29, 
will, however, be appeased, at least for a short time ; for even the 
opposition of the iutellLgent will there also promote its extension, 
as this has always been found to be the most efficient mode of 
tnakiog uneducated people still more partial for objects of credulity 
5 
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end enperetitioD, ODtil BBd experieace hu enlightened their dim- 
rigbled eyes. The celebrated author on demondogy and wilch- 
craft says very correctly, "It haa always been remarked that those 
" [Q<»1)id affections of mind which d^nd on imaginatioD, are sure 
" to become more common, in prt^mrtion as public attention is 
" fostened on straies connected with their display." We may ration- 
ally expect, that in Germany particularly, many more weak-minded 
physicians will be serioudy attacked by this mental influenza, 
though Dot for a long time, as the benefits of profound eruditkw, 
and especially of pbilosophicat studies, will soon radically cure this 
spiritual epidemic. "If Germany fumiehee the bane, it givee ua 
"the antidote too," (c. v. page 6.) We merely hope and wish in 
this case, not in a homceopathic dose ! 

Our able author of the "Concise View," complains also on 
page 16, of " the united intrigues of the apothecaries at Leipzig ;'* 
(the literary emporium of the whole world, which for upwards of 
four centuries has possessed a uoiversity, distiDguished by its pro- 
fessors in all sciences, and particularly in medicine,) and of "the 
" laws which prohibit the dispensing of medicines by physicians, 
"under a heavy penalty, and permit it only to the privilq^ 
"apothecaries;" and further, that these laws "were brought to 
" bear against him. — Hahnemann, who always gave the simpta 
" medicine, in his entirely novel preparations, in which an extra- 
'' ordinary caie and accuracy were iDdispensable, could not pos- 
'' ^Uy commit this labor, upon which the certainty of the result 
' and the welfare of his patient depended, to the apothecaries; who 
'' not at all femiliar in such unheard of niceties, regarded the wht4e 
" business as absurd, and whose pecuniary interests had to sufier 
" thereby, quite as much as the pecuniary interests of the patients 
" were benefitted." — ^We cannot conceive why Dr. Hering, jvovided 
he hae not yet forgotten the necesdty of apothecaries for allopathic 
practice, and provided he admits in justice, that unless " the great 
truth" has been generally adopted, the regulations suggested by 
him on page4,'' to render their entire profession superfiuous," could 
not be anticipated, — we say, wecannot conceive why he, hinuelf a 
German, objects to the old regulations above quoted. Among ihe 
many wise laws of the German governments, which portly com- 
pensate for the restrictions of religious and political liberty, we 
must consider those as most beneficial, which are passed for the 
Ubeial promotion of the sciences and arts, and more particularly 
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(or the protectioQ of tbe lives and health of their penile by a strict 
medical police. It ie difficult to explain, why republican govern- 
ments of the present age, are so anxious to protect by law all otlier 
property of their citizens, while they leave almost unprotected the 
most valuable and irreparaUe kind of property, life and health. 
This cannot, of course, be an inevitable consequence of reasonably 
unrestricted liberty itself, as the most trifling violation of laws and 
privileges, are often more severely punished there, than in monarchi- 
cal governments. We see, for instance, that in such a republican 
country, a farmer ruas the risk of having hie entire market stock 
of butter confiscated, if half an ounce or less is wanting to the 
pound, perhaps by caretessne^s only ; although every citizen would 
prefOT to be wronged in this and in similar trifles, whit^ tnoreover 
he may easily prevent, rather than risk the lives of his family by 
the ignorance and carelessness of an uneducated physician or 
druggist In some European countries, and especially in Germany, 
(he laws on these points are very strict, and arc beneficial in pro- 
tecting the health of the public: it is therefore particularly strange, 
that our author, as a German of professional education, should find 
feult with such salutury regulations. We are sorry to observe in 
this a new proof, that even men of talent, and perhaps unobjeotim- 
able moral principles, when influenced by fixed ideas and party 
spirit, loose sight of every thing, even of that which must injure 
their own reputation, bringing upon themselves the odium of their 
indiscreet and unjust degradation of a highly respectable class of 
their countrymen. A pubUca accusation from any other person, that 
thelabor of composing simple meditunescoald not possiUy be com- 
mitted to German apothecaries, because they are not at tdl familiar 
with such unheard tif niceties, and because it would interfere 
with their pecuniary interests, should appear ridiculous and puerile 
even to a German homaeopathist, as he must know, that before 
an apothecary in Germany la examined as an assistant, or has a 
lieence granted to him, he must exhibit proofs of a classical edu- 
cation, and of a course of study for at least five years ; that he 
further has to bind himself by an oath, and under heavy penalties, 
to prepare with the utmost exactitude and nicety the prescriptions 
of every regular physician, unless it appears to him evident, that 
tbe dose prescribed is dangerously large, end might be a written 
error of the physician, of whom he is then bound to inquire about 
it; a case which could .never happen to homoeopathists who pre- 
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scritw auch iDfinilely •DoaU doses.* Thit outr^eous abase of an 
entire cla^e of respectable men by Dr. Hering, is paralleled only by 

*ln eom* of tha GannaB SMlei. foi imtiince, in Hauen-Casul,thegiiveraBU!iiti( 
■oeiceuivel]' uuiom to truit ihe »pothec»rj buiinesi to»uch men only, »s are coo- 
■Iknll; in tbfl prtctice orit, th«t even thou who havs fnlGlled all tha rpquititea of tha 
law, bal have iBmaiDad idle, or have imbuked in another occap«tion for two jsaia 
only, mnat, in ocdar to obtain ■ ■scond licence for iha practice of pharmacy, aubjeet 
themaelve* again lo a new and ligoroua numinalion, in which eome cbemical pre- 
paiation* are teqoiisd to be nude. The importance of the lubject demanda h few 
farther remarka. If we except a few common medicines, no phjiician can rely upon 
the geDiiineneaa of druga in thia country, at leaet to our knowledge and experience; 
Ihoi^ there are lomB lery diBtinguished diemlBle and pharmacopoliali among the 
intoienae number of, ao called, apothecariea. The principal leaaon ia, that in moat of 
Ihe Stales any body, howeiei ignorant, can open a drug-alorc. and compets with the 
beat educated and faithful apothecatji the latter, inBlead of making hi> living honeilly, 
wODld ihua be obliged, by competition, to aactifice many hortdred dollara yearly b^ 
keeping a good itore of genuine drugi and other preparations, many of which ~ 
■ -Mnpoeedorepr^'--'^ .-—.:—. -j - i.- :- — . :^.. :.:-a ,. .. 



le ; and as he ia not indeninilied by a regular sat 



of cualomots, he ia obliged to regard cheapnesa much m 
even aa tha only means at subaiatence. This is, alio, the reason why many wholeaale 
dtuggiata, in large American commercid citiea, lo our knowledge, deal only in tbe 
ehenpeat kind of drags for inland consumplion, and refuse to purchaae al a high 
price, genuine druga, except Ihey can export them, at good profit, lo Europe; con- 
vinced by repeated eiperieoce, that their high prices would prevent their sale here. 
Thia fact explains why, in a country where labor ia bo dear, a compound medicine 
ia generally cheaperlhan one of ita ingiedienta would be if it were good, for instance, 
Inner caustic la much cheaper than the weight of silver which it should contain when 
pore ; and, alao, why a pulverized drug i> often sold for lest than one half the price of 
Ihe crude but unadulterated article, aa we have often experienced. Can il wall be 
expected from a common uneducated retail druggiat, who has lo payhigb for his rent, 
and for ao many reqaisiles to make hia eataUiahment fashionable and elegant, 
and who of courae intends to make a* much money as possible, that he will keep 
genuine drugs, or such as are seldom asked for, and that he will pay the higheat 

C'ces for drags, which he frequently can puidiaie for lose than one-thijd wbal the 
it kind would cost him ; as he ia not aubjecl to any law or control, which would 
oblige him to keep only the best articlee oahandl The public cannot judge of druga 
as they can of bread and other articles of food and drink when in good haallb ; tbe 
taw, therefore, should protect them aa much as possible. The injury to the public 
mnsl be evidently incalculable, when we consider Ihet the degrees of adulteration 
are very numerous, while the atatements or direciiona of the medical profession are 
always baaed ontbepinuine article. It is revolting for every honest and conscientious 
phyeiciao, to see pablicly oflered for sale, at diSerant piices, Ihe moat imparlaat dmga, 
when every patient con£denUj hopea, lo have at least the best drug administered to 
" """'^ how often a few drops of atale or adulterated v - ■ - 



neient, we may easily comprehend ^t diiiga, which, when properly prepared, are 
neficial, became highly detrimental by the least alteration or adulteration. The 
preparation of many medidnea, particularly of narcotic eittacta, depends so much on 
miniitia and on theii freshness, that one grain may be beneficial, and a drachm of no 
effect at alt ; hence it must be considerw a defect even in European countries, that 
all those preparatioiu which vary so much by the time of collecting the plant, pre- 
paring the medicine, &e., particularly the eitracta of narcotic indigenous plants, are 
not entrusted lo one central institution, from which all drnggists of a large city or 
counn are bonnd to draw their supply. By this, also, much more uniformity in 
regard to the eSect of pharmaceutical preparatiana would exist, insleod'of wbich one 
^ysician now conaidera a medicine highly valnable, while another regards it aa useless. 
The want of good medirines in one country, compared with another, is frequently 
the only cause why bigbly valuable experiences of Ibe profession in the one, are 
frequently lost or ridiculed in another. If, for inatance, a well educated Ameticaik 
physician, not in favor of homieapalhic conceptions, should read in a German treatise 
of six drops of laudanum in a mixture of eix ounces, he would smile at snch a dose of 
laudanum, because he ia accustomed to prescribe sixty and more in the same quantity 
of mixture. The German would, in return, consider an experiment with auck a 
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ihe greatest abeutdity perhaps ever printed in this country. On 
page 13, of hia " Concise View " we read, " He (HaboemaDn,) 
" discovered a mode, by which one drop could be accurately divided 
" into any desirable number of parts." Any one will admit, thai 
it would be diflicuh to find in the United States a school-boy, who 
if possessed of a sound mind, and familiar only with the first rules 
of arithmetic, would be for a moment at a loss, to find out instan- 
taneously the greea discovery, proclaimed with eo much emphasis 
as if worthy of a Leibnitz, a Newton, or Legendre, viz : how one 
drop of any solution of a drug or another soluble substance is to 
be divided by water or alcohol into j^^, n^i^ or any similar 
fraction ! And yet, with all these frothy pretensions, this great 
problem is even not solved correctly. The same boy could un- 
questionably prove to such great dealers in " trides and unheard 
of niceties," that with all their mystifications, they are ignorant 
even of the first rules of arithmetic, for if one grain of an extract 
be dissolved in a hundred drops of alcohol ; and one drop of this 
solution be diluted by another hundred drops, we haveone hundred 
and one drops, and one drop of the last dilution will contain, with 
all their shakings, not as stated in the Concise View, page 12, the 
^^jj but the TTTTF P*rt of a grain of the extract, and thus 

qoantitj' of Uudaaum eitTemely dangsrons, and if ha would preacribe twenty drops 
only, he would find Ihe American stBiemeDt aboDt the cute afa diaaue false, though 
i( wM true and lepeatedlf conGmied bj Diinute obaerratioiu. The oalj reaion it 
that the GeiiDaii apothecar; is in dutj bound to prejxiie the laudanum exactly ac- 
Oordiog Co the pretcription of Sydeoiiani, its fini icveutor, nheteai m thia couDtty the 
■pothscaij boinjc under no legal obligatioca, but at liberty to keep, to prepare and to 
■ell what and how be pleaeea, this indiapeoiable medicine ii generally nothing but a 
poor lolalion of the worat kind of opium in commoD brandy, which, in many in- 
■tancea, eapecially la diaeases of children, injures almost as much by the quantity of 
brandy a< of opium. No wonder, theiefora, that many American dniggiats can sell an 
Duncfl of luch iDiserable stuff, the vial included, for a siipence, though, if made 
exactly ucorduig to the prescription from the best ingredienta, oneounce would coat 
the druggist himself at least upwards of two ahillinga. It ia difficult to procure, eten 
in large commercial cities like New York and Philadelphia, small quantities of drags, 
considsred by the profession in Europe as very valuable, and eien as indispensable ; 
and moat of the American physicians, and even the profeasors, must therefore re- 
niaia ignorant about their use. Husk and casloreum moscoviticum for inetance, foe 
which the poor Germans pay higher than for gold, because eiperieDce has taught them 
for more than centuries, that in many diaeases, especially of children and wAmen, as 
for instance in aathms spasmodicutn Millari, typhus fever, nervous afiectione, die., 
their place cannot be subatituted by any other drug. Many distinguished physicians 
of this country, consider however bolh as obsolete and valueless ; and even Professor 
Coi of Philadel^ihia, who has taught materia medica for so many years, continues to 
sstett Id the Sth edition or bis Materia Medica, published 1S32, (hat musk ia an obso- 
lele drug, not worth more than other kirtds of dried animal eicreoienls, likewise 
recommended by <^d authors aamedicinea. No wonder! lor he, together with Pro- 
fessor Bigelow, who in his Materia Medica, considers also musk and casloreum as 
tuperfluons, haie probity never used them when genuine, and have never seen them 
applied by others, thongh many distinguished English anthora, auch aa Cullen, Robert 
Whyle, &c., KsYe leconunenoed (hem highly. 
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omtinued, the 6th dilutioa for imianoe, does not c(»iUin 
titwWtifth bul TTTrniTVimTT part of a grun ; making a 
difTerence of the TTTTTsWjinTTT V^^ of & grain — a nuMutrotu, 
nay perhaps homicidBl error to the uafortunate patient of a 
full-blooded homoeopathist ! — now this error increases so im- 
mensely in the 10th, 20lh, or even 60th dilution, that the lives a( 
an immense number of patients may be endangered ! This 
shocking error, committed by Hahnemann in the first edition of hie 
Oi^aoa, putdished in 1810, will still be observed in its laet edition 
of 1839, and in his other works. The fact, that none of his dis- 
ciples or adherents have as yet observed or altered these prescrip- 
tions, may be considered as a very striking proof of the implicit 
faith of men in the tenets of their master, be they ever so absurd. 
Although we do not claim any minute knowledge of deep ma- 
thematical calculations, we feel it our professional duty to teach 
homceopathists, how to avoid in future such palpable and important 
mistakes, by the fcdlowing formula, the substance of which is, 
that they should always add only ninety-nine drops, instead of a 
hundred, alter the first solutioii is made, and the same should be 
observed from the beginning, if one grain of a drug is to be 
rubbed down with sugar of milk. Taking x equal to one grain 
of the extract, and n equal to the intended d^ee of dilution, the 
whole progression of the different dilutions, rising in their de- 
veloped virtue, would then [wesMit the following fwmula : first 

scdution, or ar is equal to — , second dilution at a^ =^ — , third 
^ Hf' 10* 

dSutioD or a^ *= --. , . . . ■ n** dilution or a:* = to -— - ; or each 

desired dilution contains a fraction of the original grain of the 
extract, equal to one divided by the power of ten, double the index 
of the degree of the solution. By following their above stated 
wrong calcuIaUon, of always adding a hundred drops to their first 

dilution, a:" contains a quantky equal to -,,.-, . part 

of a grain ; the general formula of this prc^ression would pre- 



third solution m x* = ■ 



10«(10'-|- I) lO'(lO'-H)' 

m'* dilution « a;" = r:- ^..-, , -. , - The formula for triturat- 
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ing can be easily deduced in tbe same manner.* Still greater 
errors will be found in Hahnemann's works, utterly inconsistent 
with his whimsical dilutions and triturations, as we shall state 
hereafterfalthoughhecallsCVol.I.Chion. Dis. p. 2), homceopathia, 
" the great gift of Ood," and according to Dr. Hering, (on page 21, 
C.y.) " he urges upon hb pupils tbe propriety of addicting themselves 
" to close thinking by the study of mathematics." But we can- 
not reconcile the neceesity of thinking at all, and Diucb less of 
" close thinking," with the homoeopathic doctrine and practice, 
both ofwbicti,as we have seen, depend, according to the saggestion 
of Hahnemaati himself, only upon good senses and a good me- 
mory, in addition to implicit faith in his dictates. We must, 
however, approve of this wise advice, provided the " great genius" 
is not BO ignorant in modem mathematics, as he is in modem che- 
mistry. It appears almost, that be confounds this mother of ail ex- 
act sciences, in its present Mate, with the " ars matbematica" of the 
dark middle age«, which contained the moat horrible superstitioos 
in magic, demonology and witchcraft, all of which be seems to 
fever. 

As to our author's complaints in regard to tbe obstacles Hahne- 
mann met with, we must state to the contrary, that the king of 
Saxony, as well as the city authorities at Leipzig, did in no way 
interfere in his practice or that of his disciples, except requiring of 
them to observe the laws passed long before, which prohibited the 
dispensing of medicines by physicians. These were the more to be 
enforced with regard to a man, who had exposed himself to pub- 
lic contempt by his alcati pneum, and by hie pretended secret pre- 
ventive against scarlet fever, and who continued to involve bis 
practice in mystery, recalling tbe days of rude superstition, when 
only the hands, consecrated by the high priest, were considered 
adequate to dilute or rub down a grain of a drug. Eesides, it was 
but just and proper for the authorities at Leipzig, to protect the 
respectable class of apothecaries, who cannot eaublish in Germany, 
as they can in many other countries, a retail drug store wilbout 
the knowledge required for eo important an occupation, and with- 
out an ample pledge for their capacity to the public. It is only 
after a strict theoretical and practical examination in chemistry, 
pharmacy, botany, mineralc^, &c. that they are permitted to buy 
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A privileged esiabliebment, and the number of apothecaties is jii' 
diciously limited in proportioa to the populatioQ.* The apolhecaiy 
being bound to keep a large slock of the best drugs constantly on 
hand, many of which are spoiled within a few weeks or months 
and are therefore to be renewed at great expense, and obliged to 
have a laboratory, chemical apparatus, ice, could not be indemni- 
fied, even by a profit of a thousand per cent, nor could he make 
bis living honestly, without a considerable number of customers, 
on whom he could confidently rely. 

Nothing but his old predilection for arcana and nostrums, could 
have prevented Hahnemann from writing bis prescriptions ,a8 all 
physicians are bound by law to do in Germany, and none but 
one of his infatuated disciples could assert, that in a city like 
Leipzig, there was no apothecary capable of being made " fiimi- 
" liar in such unheard-of niceties," which any boy of twelve years 
of age could perform satisfactorily. The laws against the dispens- 
ing of medicines should be enforced with no physicians more than 
with homceopathists, not to prevent their most innocent practice, 
but to guard against all unnecessary mystery in a subject, which is 
yet in all its features so opposed to the human intellect and to all 
experience. It is evident that no physician, when he himself fur- 
nishes medicines to his patients, can be held amenable to the 
laws for any mal-praclice, and that it is as satisfectory to every 
honest physician, as it is to the public, to have deposited by bia 
prescriptions valuable documents of his circumspect, careful and 
conscientious treatment, in the hand of a third party, the apothe- 
cary, who is bound to preserve and to copy them. For if the 
patient grows worse or dies, the relatives are at liberty to have the 
prescriptions examined by impartial and competent judges, and 
the physician likewise may rely on them at any time, for his de- 
fence. How highly important are such regulations in a legal point 
of view; in a criminal case, for instance, where the physician is 
suspected of having murdered his patient on account of his large 

* Id Berlin, fot instance, the wealthy cepitil of FrusBia. with B. popnUtian or^Kiiit 
two hundred and fifty thousand, there are only twenty-eight apolhecsries. Oa this 
kccount retail drug-stoiee in Urge Geraiaii cities, incloding the licence, which, for 
public convenience, belongs to the building, caat fiom thirty thousand to upnarda of 
eighty thousand dollars. Once erery yaar they ate unejcpected)y visited by a com- 
mittee of magistrate! end professional men, appotnted by the government to eiamine 
the genuinenesa and quality of the atock on hand, the laboratory, ttc. Every erroi 
or defect of importance, subjects the owner to serious repioacbes, and by rspcated in- 
aUncss, by meddling with medical practice, n by the ilUgal sale of poisons, dec. h» 
lieks the loss of his privilege. 
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fortune or from other motives." Tbe igiioraot and careless phy- 
sician will he always aware of these checks, and the misei has 
no opportuaity to administer to his patients cheap drugs for which 
he charges extravagantly, where expensive ones might have been 
required. The advantage which the medical Bcieoc^s as well as the 
public derive from the wisereguhitions mentioned, would be totally 
lost; and no honest retail druggbt could subsist in Germany, or in 
any other country, where a strict medical police is considered in- 
dispensable, if physicians should be permitted to dispense their 
medicines themselves under any nugatory pretext. By the strict 
maintenance of these laws, all danger and mysterious quackery 
are removed, the health and Ufe of the people are protected by the 
occupations of the physician and apothecary being independent of 
each other, and premier care can be taken by a vigilant medical 
pohce, that both do their duty and that justice is done to them. 
Let us for a moment even admit, that a homoeopathic physician, 
either regularly educated before adopting this "new art," or havmg 
acquired it in a few weeks, (as was the case with an American 
shoemaker who, tired of his trade, became, by the aid of a bene- 
volent homtBopatbist a doctor,) can cure most of his patients ; 
still every honest homceopathist, Hahnemann and Dr. Hering ex- 
cepted, will admit that cases; be they ever so rare, may exist, 
which will not yield to homceopathic but to allopathic treatment. In 
such a case, even the well educated homceopatbist, who is forced to 
leave hie usual practice, by adi^ting a method which he might have 
forgotten, or at least have been unaccustomed to employ, may 
resort to measures which can easily do great injury ; but if he is 
obliged to prescribe bis recipe regularly, he will be more careful, 
and also be prevented from injuring the patient, by the control of 
the apothecary. The history of the Asiatic cholera proves that 
our apprehensions are not imaginary, but that in fact, where 
homceopathists, who had been well educated in the principles of 
rational medicioe,and bad adopted bomteopathia for a certain length 
of time, were afterwards obliged to recur to the allopathic treat- 
ment ; they prescribed medicines in much larger doses than were 
ever approved of by any former school. Thus, if the homoeopa- 
thic doses of camphor, recommended by Hahnemann as an in^- 
lible cure for this disease, proved unsuccessful, they nearly deluged 
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ibeir patients with it. (See Allgem. Anzeiger ice., der Deiitschen, 
1831, No. 173, p. 2356 and Kopp 1. c) What miachief may 
then be expected from a man like our homeopathic shoemaker, 
in such cases, who is entirely ignorant of all the " learned lumber" 
which IS indispensable to the allopathic practice, if uncontrolled 
by a well educated apothecary, who might prevent him from in- 
creasing, to a great extent, the doses of the powerful homteopa- 
thic drugs, such as belladonna, nux vomica, arsenic, ice., as his 
brethren did those of camphor, in the treatment of cholera? 

The self dispensing of medicines appears. to be an innate pro- 
pensity, the very foible of all homccopathi^ts, from their master 
down to the homoeopath ical doctors, barbers, shoemakers, &c. 
No wonder ! if we consider, that it is extremely profitable to buy, 
on commencing practice, about twenty dollars worth of drugs, 
which may produce every year several hundred dollars profit, and 
by adding annually a few dollars worth, may become a profitable 
stock, sufficient even for the great-grandson of the disinterested 
and benevolent doctor; undoubtedly far better than any stock 
of a bank, a rail-road, &c., ever will be. We may well exclaim 
with the author of the Concise View, on page 39, " a treasure like 
" this new art must quickly be estimated in a degree commensu- 
" rale with its real value."* This ia probably one of the principal 
reasons why most homcEopathists are bo extremely anxious to 
mystify the great art of homoeopathic triturations, dilutions and 
shakings of their drug-atoms, which thep only can perform well; 
and though' they willingly may renounce the old meaning of the 
initials M. D. on account of ihe " learned lumber" still indispens- 
ably connected with thai signature in many countries, they are 
anxious to preserve it probably in the sense of the signature of the 
old Roman emperors, " Manu Divina." 

To prove further, that the quotations from Dr. Hering's " Con- 
" cise View," are not to be considered as a lapsus linguse, it being 

* EiceplJDg the little trouble of shaking or rubbing down ihe drugs, the gmallest 
coin in existence would pay many thousand per cent profit for any homffpathii; me- 
dicme, lince one grain of any dnig would be more than amply aufficienl for tbs prac- 
tice of ahomteiqiathiBl, eTen if he lived ton times as long as Methuaaleh, and allended 
duly thoasanda of patients. Generally, however, they make their patients pay very 
high for medicines as well as (m their letvices ; and we know of instances where ko- 
moopathista, being obliged to prescribe a recipe in urgent casas, or where the palienl 
joaiated upon Ihoir ao doing, aniionsly endeavoured to prevent the apothecary from 
charging only a few cents for the medicine, as be might feel bound to do, but re- 
queated him to charge half a dollar, appareolly intending to avoid the euapiciou of 
»heir patients that the medicine was of no valae, but in leajity to make their usual 
limpoaittona of that kind leu conspicuous. 
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originally delivered as a speech, but ibat he believes these ab- 
surdiUes and would make them also credible by olliers, we refer in 
addition to pages IS and 13, where, in speaking of the high dilu- 
tions, he says, " however striking this phenomenon was in itself, 
" and however wonderful and strange it must have appeared to 
'' Hahnemann, it nevertheless has been indisputably the result of 
" hb manipulatioiie-" Now, we ask any one of common senses 
whether this is not witchcratl, white magic, a kind of chiromancy, 
6cc. revived in optima forma ? It is impossible to see such things 
printed in 1S33, without dreading that the groseeet superstition 
may again for a time eclipse the beams of reason. It is therefore 
extremely creditable to the Austrian and Russian governments, 
that they have not only published the abortive results of the ex- 
periments with the homoeopathic treatment in the hospitals, but 
have, as far as we know, forbidden its further application. 

On examining more closely the homceopatbic doctrine, as con- 
tained in Dr. Hering's " Concise View," which forms a faithful, 
though very defective, abstract of Hahnemann's works, we know 
not whether to be more amazed at his boldness in rejecting the 
experience of the profession accumulated for upwards of two thou- 
sand years, and constautly confirmed by the minute observations of 
so many distinguished physicians, or to express the just indignation, 
which every one must feel, who reflects on the nonsense, the in- 
consistency and falsehood of the doctrine itself. The indispensable 
reference to Hahnemann's Works renders this task much more ' 
difficult and tedious, as it is not sufficient to read only one edition 
of one and the same work, but to compare its ditferent editions, to 
prove the gross retractions and contradictions published at different 
times; the tenets and prescriptions once maintained by him as 
eternal truths, being afterwards even rejected as false by himself. 

Dr. Stieglitz, private physician to his H. B. M. and president of 
the medical college of Hanover, on» of the most renowned medical 
authors and practitioners of Germany, says very properly in his 
last valuable work, (Pathologiache Untersuchungen, 1832, Vol II. 
page 359), " No truly distinguished thinker or eminent physician 
has as yet jcnned with Hahnemann, or declared himself fa- 
vorable to the mass of nonsense contained in homoeopathia ; a 
doctrine which deserves no refutation, because it admits of 
none ; boasting of rejecting all scientific discussion, and deriving 
its only support from propositions, opposed to the foundation of 
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. " all inlellect and knowledge." The only exception to this Btate- 
ment, which also contradicts the report of our author and bts 
brethren in this country, respecting the rapid spread of this doc- 
trine in Germany, is Dr. Kopp, at Hanau, well known in Ger- 
many as an eminent practitioner and an honest man, to whose 
publications the profession is very much indebted. He states, in 
the Introduction to his latest work, (Brfahrungen und Bemerkun- 
gen bey einer pruefenden Anwendung der Homoeopathie am 
Krankenbette. Frankfurt, 1832.), that after studying diligently all 
works belonging to the bom(Bopathic doctrine for two years, he bad 
subjected it to an impartial trial for about three years. Dr. Kq)p 
has taken the very ground, which Hahnemann and his followers 
have constantly urged physicians to take, viz. experiments faith- 
fully Instituted ; he confirms the correctness of the homcBopathic 
treatment by a comparatively considerable number of cases, 
though by no means to the extontof the assertions ofHahnemann 
and his parly. In many instances he did not succeed, and was 
obliged to recur to the allopathic method. He exposes the incon- 
sistencies and whimsical conceptions of Hahnemann in a very 
striking, though a lenient and even very superficial manner ; evi- 
dently from his want of critical acuteness and depth of intellect ; 
he appears also much influenced by the honour which he befieves 
he has conferred on this doctrine, as well as by the great credit 
which he thinks due to him, being the first old medical author 
of reputation in Germany, who had subjected this mode of treat- 
ment to a trial and publicly confessed it. If this had not been 
the case, he would not have considered so short a time, exclusively 
spent in private practice, as sufficient for any certain opinion with 
regard to a treatment, totally at variance with common sense, 
with all rational principles and the experience of all ages. Ho 
would have adverted more particularly to some remarkable results 
of his experiments, obvious to the attontive reader of hb works ; 
for instance, that the homteopalhic treatment proved to him chiefly 
elTectual in chronic nervous complaints, which, as every physician 
knows, is any thing but a ceitain test of the worth of a specific ' 
tj^atmeUt, since theso complaints are frequently cured by mental 
impressions alone, or by the simultaneous use of coloured pump- 
wator, bread pills, &c. Further, he always combined with the 
homoeopathic treatment a strict diet, especially at the commence- 
ment of acute diseases, and, nevertheless, in most of them he 
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could not diapease with the old rational or allopathic treatment. 
In our opinion great credit is due to Dr. Kopp for his candor, but 
not for bis talent. He has proved again in this, as he did in bis 
earlier wwks on practical medicine, (bat he is incapable of an acute 
philosophical inveetigation : this is obvious also by the whole em- 
pirical tenor of tbb work, and even by its commencement, in 
} 1, where he sn^ests as an indirect vindication for homceopatbia, 
" iheX the adoption of general indications (principles) has injured 
" the practice of medicine." Who woold deny that this is not only 
true with r^ard to medicine, but, in a certain respect, more or 
lees applicable also to all sciences, which are not founded on the cer- 
tainty of mathematical calculations. Should we, for this reason, 
desist from trying to obtain general principlee, and to free ex- 
periments from the illanons of our defective senses, and from all 
errors to which the human intellect has been and ever will be 
subjected 9 Should we therefore totally renounce the indispensaMe 
and beneficial influence of our higher mental capacities in all ob- 
jects notpalpeUe or measurable, and, by despairing to find during 
our short life what truth is, sanction mere empiricism, at trost to 
(rfiantoma of credulity and superstition ? It is true, Dr. Kopf/s 
frank explanation of hifi predilecdon for faonHeopaihia, appears to 
render his statement still more authentic ; his love for truth nratrt, 
indeed, be very great, since, favorably preposseaeed as he vraa, he 
did not find every thing true in this marrellous doctrine. We may 
credit the (acts as he states them, as we would the assertions of 
a man who, believing in the existence of ghosts, Tiaits the church 
yaxd at midnight to see them, but says there were none there. 

No lover of truth can assert, that the doctrines of practical me- 
dicine, erroneously termed systems, have either fully satislied 
the higher requisites and faculties of the human mind, or the ar- 
dent and jnst wishes of the true philanthropist. Of what science, 
or of what art, even if it depends much loss on conjecture and 
experience than medicine, can it be so truly said that, with 
the immense treasures of all the natural sciences, of which me- 
^ine is only a branch, and even with the great discoveries in 
anatomy and physiology, dec. practical medicine stands before us 
equally as uncertain, defective and chiefly dependent upon personal 
talent, as it did two thousand years ago? Let us ask any judi- 
cioHs and candid physician, if he hiraeelf should require profe»- 
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aioaal assistance, and could choose from among all hie colleagues, 
from Hippocrates down to the present age, whether he would not 
prefer the father of the healing art to any of his contemporaries, 
though Hippocrates could not even anticipate the innumerable 
. U^r discoveries, any one of which would appear sufficiently im- 
portant lo advance medicine for centuries ? Let bim answer sin- 
cerely, if at liberty to select from among the celebrated phyaiciaoa 
of the last three centuries, whether he would not at once prefer 
a Sydenham, Fredricli HoOman or Boerhaave to any physician 
of the last twenty years, although these truly great men were 
ignorant of hundreds of the most valuable discoveries, more or less 
intimately connected with the healing art, and indispensable to 
the medical practice of the present age 1 It appears almost incre- 
dible, but it is nevertheless true, that medicine, one of the most 
important and fertile branches of natural science, in respect (o its 
theory, and constantly cultivated by thousands of intelligent and 
well educated men, has generally remained unimproved in its 
practical application, and has almost become more uncertain and 
hazardous than before, whilst most other occupations have been, 
and are still, daily benefitted by the rapid [HX)greBS of all sciences 
and arts. In this respect we are nearly forced to admit the re- 
proaches of Hahnemann against practical medicine of all ages, if 
we could but depreciate the high degree of perfection which theo- 
retical medicine has attained, the great advantages which practical 
medicine will amply derive therefrom, after abandoning rude em- 
piricism and relying more upon true experience and philoso- 
phical inquiry ; or if we could but reasonably admire an Heroe- 
tratus, because he destroyed one of the greatest wonders of human 
art in antiquity, in order to secure himself a place in history, as 
the author of homoaopathia attempts with rational medicine. 

The profession would be indebted to Hahnemann, not only for 
the discovery of some new remedies and the specific actions of 
scune older ones on the human body, but also in general for bis ex- 
posuig the common track of medical practice and urging the great 
necessity of improving it, had he examined with genuine critical 
talent and faithful love of truth, the hitherto prominent systems 
and methods of practical medicine, and had be not wantonly endea- 
voured to destroy all rational principles in this science and all learn- 
ing belonging to it, in substituting for both, whimsical conceptions 
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and suggestionB, drawn from a comparatively few, defective and 
partial experiments.* 

■ Ourtemirka in theeejiAges. and many ulher facte may prove that our opposition to 
hoDKeopitbia ariMa neither from aithodoi partiatitj for any medical lyatem, nor fiom 
predilection for any particular mode of medical practice. Faithful homceopathisl* 
excepted, there is hardly a profeasional man, engaged as we have been in ao eiten- 
Blie hoipilal, diipeosary, and prti-ate practice for upwards of thirty years, who, 
tliougb faithfully eeleclinff from all Byatcma whalerer appeared to bim the mo«l 
naeful, haa pursued, toore than auraelTea, a mode, which in many reapecta would have 
made bim partial for the homceopathic doctrine, if there had been any trace of com- 
mon senae mil. Id order briedy tasubetanliate our asaerlion, we would state, that 
in thewholeof out practice we have never preacribed aii TaneaecliDna, nor about fifty 
emetics, nor five pouada of cathartic salta, nor five ounces of jalap, nor tvro bottles 
of castor oil, nor one pound of PeruTian-bark in aubsIaDce, arid ao in proportiOD to 
other drugs which are commonly uaed in large doseahy physicians of all schools ; Ihoa 
alae for instance, croup excepted, we hare never preacribed mute than three najus 
of calomel at a dose, and delirium tremens excepted, never more ihao three grains of 
''opium; though the above mentioned extent of our private practice alone, yielded at an 
average, not less than fifty patients per day. We may say that, when some of Our 
colleiguea scarcely reflected on drachma to be given, we weighed grains, and one 
drop of laudanum more or less in a mixture of six ounces, or one grain of camphor 
was an object of high consideration (or us ; as experience has clearly (aught ui from 
the beginning of our career, at the age of eighteen, that in no human occupation the 
concepcioDB of smallness and largeness prove to be more relative than in practical medi- 
cine, and that, to a certain reasonable extent, the amalleat dose of a medicine may ho 
too large, the largest too small. We were therefore, also in favor of the most 
powerful drugs, and of very large dosee when smaller ones did no service, and our 
patients were generally the best customers of the apothecaries. — We should plead 
ourselves guilty of the groeaesl (]nackery, did we claim greater talents than others, or 
boldly assert, that hy our deviating so far from all methods of treatment, generally 
adopted, wc have always only witnessed its salatary edecta. But we ahould (eel 
ungrateful towards the mercy of Providence, bestowed upon our exertions, and should 
beheve ourselves posseeaed of a loo relinBd egotiam, il^ from misplaced profesaional 
delicacy and from too anxiously avoiding the unjust reproach of public ostentation, 
we should withhold the truth, which, in our present situation, can only be useful to 
Otliera, and to which many of our former respected colleaguea at Altona and Ham- 
burg, and the large enlightened communities of both those cities, will not refuse to 
testify. We have reason to acknowledge with pious latitude, that generally, the 
results, ofonr treatment wete'hy no means behind those of others, but in many respects 
diatinguished by a comparatively short convaleacenco and durable health after re- 
covery; reaalla which are only olisAvable when a physician haa retained for ■ long 
series of years the same reaidence, and has enjoyed during so long a time the moat 
unrestricted confidence of many families. We may unconsciously possess prejudices 
as all men do more or less, — homo sum et humani nil a me alienum piito — but in 
doing justice to ourselves, we confess that we have always been partieiilsriy anxious 
to destroy all those prejudices which might in any way influence our vocation ; being 
■ware that truth and error are not dependent upon authutitiea of men and Dpon the 
majority of voles, nor upon the length of their duration; that among all conjeclDr^ 
sciences none is more uncertain and liable to prejudice, errors and mistakes than the 
healing art, and Ihat it might be more pardonable to any other than to a physician, 
coascieBtiuualy reflecting on the important sequels of his arduous vocation, wilfully 
to entertain prejudicea, and to woisliip the suggestiona of others, may Ihey be ever so 
much supported by delusive facia, in being opposed to hia own judgment and his 
faithful experiments. 

Our views of medical practice, however, agree wilh aome of Hahnemann's fanciful 
cooceptions, not simply in attention to minutis ; for, upwards of thirty-five years ago, 
when the cow-poiwaa firat known ae a preventive against amall-poi, having been 
actively engaged in vaccination, we opposed and have continued to oppoae the ertone- 
oos mode of ita propagation as generally adopted and hitherto pursued by the profes- 
sion, Croat reasons similar in some respect, to the suggestions of Hahnemann. Our 
repeued sad predictions, in private as weli as in public, especially those made in a 
treatise pubUihed 1833, and entitled, " On the dangers of the measures hitherto 
*dop(e^ Jar the propagation of cow-pox,— (Uie Uefahren del higher befolgten Maas- 
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Having been Tor upwards of thirty yeivo engaged in an extensive 
public and private practice, we have attended closely to all that 
has happened around ua in the profession, and we have at least 
been aaxioue not to be prepoeseased by any prejudice against any 
suggestion from abroad, or from any source whaUver, if it appeared 
to us consistent with reason and experience. Educated in the old 
gastric school, we commenced practice at a time when John 
Brown's system of medicine was much admired and followed in 
Germany. It appeared to us that this doctrine, though many of 
its tenets bad been alluded to long before by Friederich Uofiman, 
Ernst St&hl and some other distinguished authors, was founded on 
sonae highly important rational principles of physiology and pa- 
thogeny. We however soon observed that, even with the great 
changes and improvements made in this doctrine by emioent 
German professors in philosophy and medicine, it was too narrow 
in its explanations of (he conditions of human Ufe during the 
healthy and diseased states, and that most of our contemporaries, 
who were then implicitly devoted to this doctrine, applied it without 
impartial judgment, withmit due regard to the contradictory ex- 

rageln lut VeibieitoDg der Kuhpocken,} bave giuce been coafinned bj manj pto- 
leMkuul men, vii: that ths cow-pox, in itaelf a muDiOrenl gift of PioTidence, b; iti 
"'■ " • ■- .... .. -■ I gniall-poi, when puts and properly 



MtnKgod, bai become, bj the negligence and caraletMBM of the medical profaaaioimul 
the public authoriliea, aoe of the giealeal Kourgei with whicb mankind wan evei 
■fflicMd; for it has not meiely ceased to be protecliTe, but, if thingi continue as 
they are. we maj predict with great probabilitj, that in less thao half a century, almoat 
every one will be aSected by one or more dysccaeiK, from the indifleience of most 
phyBicians, and the ignorance of the pnblic, nhelber theii healthy child be vaccinated 
(rnaaoother, who i* perfectly healthy, 01 with vaccine-vituB, perhaps contaminated by 
■ypfailia, itch, herpes, scrophulosia, &.c. We repeat it frankly, the cow-poi has, 
merely from the reajone mentioned, ceased to protect against aiziall-pai ; notnilh- 
ataoding, by prolessiODal caprice, the leim latioloid or any other name be applied to 
*he eruptive disease, which in many cases deforms and destroys like the small-poi. 
Parents bereaved by varioloid, Diay be temporarily comforted by tables of mortatity, 
•howing that cow-pox protects against small-poi) bnt the time will come, when the 

Sblic and the profession will be awake to this aobject. We only hope, that it will 
■oonenough, to prevent the imprecatioai of posterity upon their anceilars, and upon 
■ discovery, whicb could bate done them ao much benefit, and has done them so 
{[reat and almost irreparable injury. Without many verilied documents, posterity wonW 
Bot believe, that in an age, when thousands have l>een so infatualedas to admit, that 
•pihW and miracles may be developed from the many millionth part of a grain of table 
aiik, charcoal, Qint, &c., by mere triturations and shakings, the proportionally mtllioii 
limes largerquantity of a syphilitic or any other infectioua matter, contained madn^ 
of cow-iioz lymph, and multiplied by the immensely more powerful processes of the 
living human body, should have been regarded as nothing! Had Hahnemann ever 
■eriouslv reflected on this subject, which approaches so near to hia sinnilar coacq>lioae 
about the immense action of Ibe smalleat doses of drugs, and still more so to hia 
ibolish theory of alt chronic diseaaeB, that it is almost incredible, how be and oil hia 
ibUowers could have missed it ; he would have amply compensated for all his impo- 
aHions and absurdities, in usin^ his unmerited authority, for the protection of millioiii 
•gainst such ercat injuries. — Hahnemann is,' on the contrary, rather partial to oue- 
•Uaiaed vaccination, and opposed to tevaccination, which should be instilntad after 
purberty, from reasons suggested and published by us, in Rust's Hagaz.d. ms. HeilL, 
3erlin, 18S7. 
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perieoce of past timei and of their disseniing fellow-praaitionere, 
aod theFefore to l.he manifest injury of th«ir patients. With regard 
to the theory of Brown's doctriae, it muet have been obvious to every 
unprejudiced observer, that the living body, in its healthy and dis- 
eased state, could not be dependent only upon tbe plus or minus re- 
lation between its excitability and external stimulants generally, 
without regard to the specific quahty of tbe latter, the specific 
structure, and the thereby specifically modified excitability of the 
mngte systems and organs; and that neither the rude conceptions 
of the Brunonian in regard to nature, considering himself her 
master, could be true, nor that the lancet, opium, brandy, and a few 
similar articles could be the only remedies granted by Providence for 
the great variety of diseases. The important objection made by 
Brown's opposers to one of his fundamental principles, viz. that all 
vital action must be considered only as the result of the correlative 
inverse ratio between ibe excitability and the stimulant, was never 
answered aatiafaclorily by its defenders, although if this proposition 
were true, it would be difficult to comprehend the existence of any 
dynamicdisease. On the other side Brown himself however unbi- 
assed by almost all other acknowledged profesGional dogmau, — as all 
reformers in medicine or those who pretend to be so usually are, — 
believed in the existence of a state termed general hypersthenta. 
This (pinion, though adopted by all medical schocJs, appears 
nevertheless contrary to the laws of nature, inasmuch as any 
macbioe, living or not, cannot be diminished or disturbed tbe 
least in its total action by the proportUmally increased slreogth of 
oU its single pana; this, implying rather a state, which must be 
less subjected to any derangement than any other state imagiiiable. 
The judicious physician, however, aware of this and similar defects 
and inconsistencies of that medical theory, some fundamental 
principles of which will last as long as rational physiology and prac- 
tical medicine shall exist, may they be ever so much neglected for 
a short time — will be better satisfied with its cautious application, 
than with many vague conceptions and prescriptions of the older 
schoob. It was principally the rude manner in which Brown, and 
bb followers more particularly, ventured to apply his energetic tnode 
of treatment, tluU. caused the sudden downfall of a doctrine which 
at first had been received with so much enthusiasm by the most 
distinguiibed practitioners, and which had promised to last for 
centuries. This doctrine gave way after a comparatively short 
7 
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existence to another method, which, accordant to similar epochs in 
the history of medicine immediately following each other, was 
quite the opposite, instead of avoidiiig the faults and intstakes, and 
improving the truths and beaelits of its predecessor. When the 
orthodox Brunonist imagined every one of his patients loet by 
asthenia, unless saved by madeira, opium or bark, his succeed- 
ing younger colleagues or he himself, witnessiag the frequeot 
failures and disasters of their former method, became converted 
into orthodox anliphlogists or gastriciitts ; (hey considered all dis- 
eases as arising from a general superabundance of blood, from a dia- 
thesis indammatoria or orgaamus, or also from a morbidly increased 
accumulation of bile, mucus, &.c., which were either quite imagi- 
nary or rested on delusive symptoms only. Without regard to the 
true causes of these dilferent symptoms, they neglected properly to 
value the general as weU as specific actions of the vital power, as 
partly dependent upon and modified by the difierent tissues aod 
their sympathetica! connexions, which jointly constitute the living 
functions of the animal and particularly of the human body. The 
profession, overlooking, more than ev6r, all other causes of di»- 
easea, now again presumed in moat patients an inflammation, suh- 
iufiammation, or changes dependent upon them. The results of 
most post mortem examinations, seldom failed to confirm such a 
state of things supposed during life, and to demonstrate some dis- 
coloured, indurated or suppurated part; and frequently in thb 
manner a new species of " itis" was created, in order to swell still 
more the large catalogue of these kinds of diseases, which appear 
at present to be almost the only ones by which the human race is 
afflicted. It will without doubt be conclusively proved by posterity, 
that pathological anatomy, — which if duly appreciated b not only 
extremely valuable, but indispensable to the practice of medicine, 
. especially as it has thrown so much light in modern ages on the 
diagnosis of many diseases, — has, particularly in oiu times, fre- 
quently been made of immense injury, by over-valuing its results, 
and by causing false conclusions, drawn from one state of things, 
death, to be applied to another one widely different, life. The 
secret recesses of the animal body, wherein the processes of life 
have been performed, will always remain inaccessible to the scalpel 
of the anatomist, and when a post mortem examination shows 
correctly to the minute investigator the seat of the fatal disease, 
he will nevertheless remain ignorant of its cause and developement. 
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" Omnia incerta et in naturie majestate abdita. (Plin. hiet. nat. 
" Lib. 3.") It deserves also particular notice, that sucli examinations 
are seldom instituted without jtrevious medical treatment, and that 
therefore, besides the great difTerence which must exist between 
the commencement of a disease and its terminaiion, after days, 
weeks, w even months have elapsed ; the state of things should 
not be considered as unmixed and only as the consequence of the 
disease itself, but also as the possible result of the treatment. False 
opinions of the very nature of many diseases have thus been sanc- 
tioned for a much longer time than they would otherwise have 
been, and have greatly injured the true advancement of the pro- 
fession. 

The hirtory of medicine will justly censure the rude empiricism 
into whicb the profession has relapsed at a period, so distinguished 
by many valuable discoveries in all the natural sciences, and will 
record also the singular fact that ihose discoveries, particularly in 
aatural philosophy, chemistry, anatomy and physiolt^, which 
might hare improved practical medicine, should have remained, 
idiBoet unnoticed by the same nation, whose Blhmenbach, Bur- 
dach, Tiedemann, Treviranus and others had continued, with un- 
paralleled zeal and success, the great work commenced by Albertus 
Haller, the fother of physiology. Now and then old controversies 
of a general interest to practical medicine were renewed, but in a 
manner unworthy of the great progress in physiology and che- 
mistry ; for instance, the disputes between the solidists and the 
humoral paihoit^sts, and especially with regard to the former, 
whether the action of the nervous system sboidd be considered as 
the only exciting and regulating power in the living animal eco- 
nomy, or not. Of the numlier of professors and authors on prac- 
tical medicine there were, in our times, but few, who thought with 
more true philosophical aculeness and consistency, that animal 
life in general, especially its physical functions, should be consi- 
dered as particularly influenced by the univeri>al powers of nature ; 
that all the single systems, organs and parts of the living animal, 
•re more or less endowed with the same power, and that their va- 
rious functions depend upon their particular primitive and subse- 
quent formation and chemical composition, by which their at- 
tractive and repulsive powers, or I heir living electro-chemical pro- 
cesses, as well as their other manifestations of life, are only modified 
and diversified, so as to form an harmonious or inharmonious indi- 
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the profession recommenced, on a larger scale than before, to treat 
diseases merely upon symptoms, which were guneraUy connected 
only accidentally with the cause of the symptoms, or, at least were 
incident also to c^poaile causes, instead of considering all the consti- 
tuent parts of the living body, from the brain down to the excremen- 
titious matter not yet excreted, as possessing life; although all these 
single parts constituting the living whole, pro tem., gradually in- 
crease in their importance, from the excrementitious matter and the 
hair, bones, blood, &.c., up to the brain, by which the finite or 
material world is reciprocally connected with the infinite or immB- 
terial empire of ideas, feelings, imagination and volition. — Thus, 
if a vigorous individual is suddenly attacked with symptoms of 
pleurisy or of inflammation of the brain, liver, &c., after menial ex- 
citement or after the abuse of spirituous drinks, &c., imraedtatdy 
previous to a cold, &c. it is not considered worth while minutely to 
examine the causes, and to distinguish whether the case ia a gt- 
nuine inflammation of the serous coat of the lungs, of the brain, dbc, 
or whether it is only a catarrhal, rheumatic or a similar aflection, 
arising from a checked or perverse conductive capacity of the ntx- 
vous system, which may be easily reestablished without resortinff 
to violent measures ; no, the whole morbid process is nutantane- 
ouriy considered as a violent inflammation, arising from a supera- 
bundance or an orgasmus of the blood, though no one can de- 
monstrate what cause could wel^ have generated an oi^asmus, or 
much less have increased so suddenly the quantity of blood. Sup> 
posing even this conjecture right, and the local inflammation to be 
unquestionably a genuine one, though no well educated physician 
will totally deny the necessity of large bleedings or other rea- 
sons, DO regard is paid to the plain objection which might be raised 
against all large general abstractions of blood, viz. that they cannot 
remedy the disease directly, on account of the simple fact, that, 
if an even quantity be deducted from an uneven one, the un- 
evenness must naturally remain the same as before, and that 
the most valuable material for all vital exertions, the blood, ia 
loet in addition, frequently without any other advanta^ than the 
chance offered to the energetic constitution and the good fortune 
of the patient to overcome, not only the disease itself, but also the 
bad efTect of the injudicious treatment. A few such cases, firom 
which the patients fortunately escaped, are held forth as the tro 
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phicB of the art ; many faithfully reurded aa fatal, either tmraedi- 
alety or after a lingering chronic disease, are attributed to oth«r 
accidents by the followers of the doroiaant method, and thousaadR 
foU victims to the sama ill treatment without being noticed. 
When after a ehort delusive relief by bleeding, cupping, leeching, 
purging, &,c., the symptoms again became a^ravated, though 
. nothing could justify the opinion of a renewed increase of blood, 
^., one would sui^toee that these tancied causeB would henceforth 
remain out of the queetion, and that the patient would he subjected 
to another treatment ; far from this, the lancet, cathartics, dtc. are 
again and again employed, until the poor sufferer is reduced to the 
utmost, and the physician, suddenly ini^ired by meek devotion, 
invokes the aid of ihe same healing power of nature, to the voice 
of which he was quite deaf a few hours previous, or which he con- 
sidered siKMrtly before as impotent, though this very heaUng power 
of nature, properly supported and directed, would probably have 
saved the patient, whom now all those invocations and all the large 
doses of ether, musk, opium and bark are unable to restore. The 
grossest misconceptions coolinued to prevail in the practice of me- 
dicine at the time, when the great discoveries about electro- 
chemical processes should have attracted the closest attention of 
the practitioner, in order to enlighten his conceptions in regard to 
causes of dnease and the action of drugs. This great agent, 
attending most if not all the operations of physical nature, pro- 
ducing immense effects in the most subtile manner, and with,iuean8 
apparently quite disproportionate, seems to have attracted hitherto 
only the attention of the natural philosopher and chemist, although 
the highly important identity of electricity and magnetism, as dis- 
covered by Oersted] the undeniable and remarkable phenomena of 
animal magnetism, and the structure and fuiKtions of the nervous 
system from its first lineamenls to its perfect developement, so much 
elucidated in modern times by Bichat, Bell, Magendie, Tiedemaan, 
and others, should have led to different results in regard to the 
treatment of diseases in genera), and more particularly to the quan- 
tities, in which drugs may be properly administered. Disregarding 
the two golden maxims, '* quid fieri potest per pauca non fieri debet 
" permutta," and " omne nimium vertitur in contrarium," almost 
every patient, if dangerously ill, resembles, in the eyes of the phy- 
sician, a strong castle, with its obstinate commander, in a pro- 
Uacted siege, to be deHtroyed and levelled rather than pieserved 
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and conquered by skilful and prudent mnnceuvres and oegoUa- 
tions ; — his principal object appears to subdue the disease at all 
eveiils, without thinking, that in consequence of the violent mea- 
sures taken, and the surplus of powerful drugs given, the patieot 
might either die, or suffer through his whole life, with all the pains 
and inconveniences of a broken constitution. 

Even the two lateral branches of medicine, surgery and obs- 
tetrics, both so intimately connected with and dependent on the 
former, have not derived advantages proportionate to the great 
prepress which they have made in their own spheres within the 
last thirty years, only on account of the stationary or rather retro- 
grade state of practical medicine within the same period. 

Operative surgery has in itself attained in our present limes, by 
distinguished men in every civilized nation, a degree of perfection 
hardly imagined in former ages. The diagnosis of surgical cases 
has been greatly imfH'oved, and operations successfully executed, 
which justly claim the greatest respect and gratitude for the skill, 
talents and dexterity of many eminent. surgeons of the present 
age; but with regard to the preservation of the human frame by 
judicious medicoM^hirurgical treatment, either to prevent the neces- 
sity of painful and dangerous operations, or to ensure their success 
by a circumspect alter-treatment, we venture to assert that the 
results are by no means equal to what they might be. Although 
not a practical surgeon, we have known many cases to prove 
fatal, where in all probability by a less active or at least by a better 
mode of medical after-treatment, life woul dhave been saved, or 
where the unfortunate patient would have recovered without being 
mutilated and deformed. The minute diagnosis of the different 
species of strangulated hernia for instance, has been so astonishingly 
improved by the great talents and united exertions of men like 
Scarpa, Astley Cooper, Dupuytren, Hesselbach and othenj, that we 
can consider thb important chapter of practical surgery, not only as 
quite different from what it was a century ago, but as almost per- 
fect. Are the results of these great improvements, proportionally 
more fortunate than those of past ages, when such cases were so 
roughlyhandledby rude empirics? We venture to say, by nomeaits. 
Many, endangered by the premature operation for strangulated 
hernia, could have been saved, either without any operation, by a 
judicious medical treatment, or at least after the necessary operation 
had been circumspectly performed, if the common pernicious opinion 
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had not prevailed, that the patient must i in mediately swallow im- 
mense'doses of sails, castor oit, calomel, jalap, &c., and be submitted 
indiscriminately to repealed bleedings, leeching, &.C., in order to en- 
force at all hazards the natural functions of the bowels, which had 
been so long morbidly affected and severely injured. No attention 
is paid to the more reasonable supposition, strikingly confirmed 
by daily experience, that nothing is more beneficial, and that 

. nothing can more contribute to restore the healthy functions of any 
organ which has suffered by a disease or by a painful operation, 
than rest, and the careful removal of any thing which might force 
it to perform its functions, which according to the laws of nature, 
mustalways remain morbidly affected orsuspendedfora certain time 

' after the mechanical hindrance has been removed by arL How 
many fractured bones, after being well set, might have been quickly 
and safely cured by a proper medical treatment, instead of which 
the patients have suffered for years, at the risk of loosing the limb 
at last by amputation, under more aggravaled circuiustaDces ihait 
in the beginning, or have remained through life lame and sickly, 
in consequence of the methodical ill-treatment which was intended 
to prevent danger, but which really caused it ! This is plainly 
seen by impartially analyzing such a course, and by considering 
what would probably be the natural effect upon the stoutest 
labourer, who while enjoyiug perfect health should be confined at 
once to a bed with a diet of gruel, lemonade and a Utile toast ; then 
largely bled, leeched, purged ; the next day forced to swallow re- 
peated targe doses of anodynes ; theu bled again, and so alternately 
for a week only ! Every one will admit that such a man will fall 
dangerously ill, and that perhaps he will be affected with some 
local complaint, as erysipelas, rheumatism, or the like. Will not 
this be much more the ca^ if he has unfortunately fractured a 
limb? Can it be wondered at, that under such improper treat- 
ment, frequently pursued by eminent surgeons, the patient soon 
becomes feverish, delirious, and perhaps even, at an unfavorable sea- 
son, affected by locked-jaw, that all the functions become disordered, 
that the limb while yet morbidly affected by the mechanical injury 
and the local irritation, is forced to become the centre of a general 
sympaihelical morbid reaction of all the systems and many im- 
portant organs ; that by this ihe fracture does not join after many 
months, though it would have perhaps been cured in six weeks ; or 
the local inflammation beiug artificially protracted, and transmuted 
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inlo an utbenic oae, iDstead of the eecretioo of 6uHle, rich with 
sound fibria niid osseQui subotance, and well adapted for abeallhy 
Bubelantial callus, sanies becomee secreted, fistula, caries, du:.,eiisue; 
and at last, if amputation does not fortunately check all these de- 
suucUve proceaaes, iucurable consumption foUowi? The great 
number of middle-aged individuals with mutilated limbs, which ate 
not caused by war or any similar calamity, now more commoo 
than formerly, in large cities, ahow that tlie surgeouB of our age 
are generally more skilful in cutting offa limb, than in preserving 
it, though it may easily be proved that in most of these cases the 
loBB of a limb postpones, merely for a number of years, premature 
death, and that its preservation is therefore to be considered an 
indicatio vitalis, as much as the ampulaiioo generally is. 

The case is nearly the same with the practice of midwifu-y, 
mtwithstanding the great improvements made id this branch of 
medidne by many distingoisbed professn^ aad authors. Witbotrt 
prelendiog tp judge of the minutife of an art which we have never 
pracUcaliy pursued, we may however notice, that we seldom met 
with accoucbeursi who did not abuse the applicaUon of instruments 
or other arUficial aid, in cases which nature alone would have over- 
come with ease, if sufficient time had been allowed her. Thb is 
particularly the case in countries where this art is not entrusted to 
the care of well instructed women, who in many cases not requir- 
ing professiooal interference, are naturally more disposed to wait 
patiently, as they know by their own experience, the slow but 
a^ operation of nature better than men, who generally en- 
gaged in a large medical and surgical practice, frequently ne- 
glea one of their duties by overhastening. Most accoucheurs 
are also anxious to interfere improperly with the natural expul- 
sion of the placenta, which, as sound phyeiological principles and 
many experiences demonstrate, may mostly be left to nature her- 
self, with great benefit to the confined woman ; few urgent and 
tedious cases excepted, which the enlightened art has minutely 
defined, but which never should form a general rule. In the 
medical treatment of the lying-in-woman great and very obnoxious 
l^ejudices sttU prevail Hemorrhages are now generally checked, 
without regard to the great variety of causes, by bleeding, cold 
water, ice, and by the strongest astringents, applied internally and 
externally ; the rational accoucheur of former times removed 
them perhaps not as quickly, but safer by the tincture of cinnamon^ 
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amall doves of taudHnum, ipecacuanha, refracta doei, aad by other 
renwdifM apprc^riate to the different prevailing causes. Many 
accoucheurs at present do not generally consider, although they 
may quickly remove the prominent symptom, yet that the imme- 
diate and still more the later consequences are often very senoas. 
Thus, to my aothing of subsequent sterility, many chronic diseases 
of the uterus at a late age, such as polypus, scirrhus, cancer, &c., 
which are now more frequent than ever, and increase yearly at a 
shocking ratio, (see Siebold's Journal, f. Geburtsh. Vol. VIII., No. 3,) 
are partly caused by the illtreatmeut referred to, and by many 
similar prescriptions, dictated by a rude empiricism. Other causes, 
moral as well as physical, which we shall perhaps quote occasion- 
ally, may foe the reason why youDg married ladiea are now more 
a&cted ID ihw health and beauty after one pregnancy, than their 
Ancestors were after a dozen, though many other professional and 
popular prejudices respecting puberty, pregnancy, labour and con- 
finement, and the present defective system of education, bear un- 
doubtedly a part of the charges.* 
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ig wilb Ibmt of iiirnnr uid midwifgry, lb* 

, eded. An impartial obietver, wbodogg not 

'» that Ihg mgntal capacilieg of mtn hart improied much daiing thg laat cgn- 
tariM, tnait think it itnoge, that with tha itnmenMl; increaaad aitent of all medical 
Bad anrpeal MiigiMsgg, practical mgdiciag and pnolical aargery aie at pieieni combiilgd 
■a the gamg peraoo in moat cooiitnea ; it waa fonnerl; but Mldom the cagg, and doea 
DM enal now go aztaiuivqlv in Englaitd gnd Fraaeg, aa b GamiaDf and other codb- 
tiigg. Ttta hialoiy of litaiBtiire and aria may raias the queatios, whether tbe JMd- 
loeray eapMitiM nf indiiidnala are a> great now aa ttatoBtiy, puticalBclr if we do 
jnatioe to onr ancealora, and sooaider the mach graater difficultiei which they had lo 
•noonnter and Iheir far more limited means. The antwer will unqueitionaUy b« 
Btill more in favor of our aoceatora, alio in leganl to their liteTtrr acquirementa, jf 
we reflect on the gmpendona warke of men, aa Martin Lather, OtKTiua, PriedrJch 
Hofinann, LiaD^.AIbertuaHKller. dco.,Mime of which are ■ofoluminoiia that copying 
tbam only, woald almoat reqaiie mors than one man'a life. The praaent coDnezian 
of pnctical medicine with aurgery mnat be gtill more remarkable to one nho reflect), 
that tl^ iatbtr of the healing art emphatically exclaimed, upwarde of twenty-fiTe 
eeatiuigg ani, "howehort ig bamaD life, and how long the artl" and who reflect! alao 
that, in modern titaea. nothing baa more promoted tbe rapid improTeroent* in atmoal 
•H bcanohga of indnatTy than the division of labor. Ws muat admit, that all nationa 
of high BlaDdingMa^ pride IhemselTeg npaii pagaeHingfew men equally dielinguiibed 
by Ibeir ireBI acqnnameDta and talents in medicine aa well as in surgery, and that 
in gmard the people, eniecially nben their number ia but amail in comparison to their 
•zleni of eoantry, could rather dispense with good pbysiciam than with good sur- 
faong, and will detiTB much greater benefit from their profaesional men, iAhey can 
•fieiata aa physicians eqoally as well as su^ons uid accoucheurs. In general, how- 
«vgr, BB Prondence has prominently distinguished certain nations with particular mo- 
tal and inlelleclaal diipoaitions and feelinKS, and aa no nation csn, with projviety, 
«laim to combine in her natural eharactar the virtues, talents aitd acquirements of all 
tha otbera, eo Providence has also seldom endowed one individual with the qualiflcB- 
y for medical practice and for the other two sciences, which must bs 
TS aa arts and therefore as belonging together. The natural diapositions 
/or tha phygieUas on one side, and for the surgeon and accoucbenr on the other, 
differ widely. Medicine depende more prominently upon a dupoailion for abatract 
pbilotophical iaqDiriea, apoa a lively imagination and sympathy: the other two more 
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Wiih thu brief Hketcit of the priiclice of modiciue in our age, to 
which we shall occa§iou(illy add a few temarke, the diwatiifaclioa 



cotreipondiml cflect*, bsve long underminad the Im vju) Miioni oT Iha bodf. Tfaa 

SrofJDce of tha phyaiciin ii mora in the injure*], or rslber raatriclwl ulioni of Ik* 
yMinicil r«Utiuni or the human bod<r, more or leia itifolred in myaler]', and thare- 
fore DKNily objaeu of conltcturo ; iha pTovineai of ihe otbtr two wa nut* tlio m*- 
cbknical hindiucei iiid cdoeki lo llie lieakhy runcliona of the human budji, «bich ara 
much mare [iHlpable ami coniequontly are more readily iliacsrned, Farthai, whik Uw 
■uroMn i> eaiily mialad by a too lively imagination, lbs laleDted phyaiciao caiinot do 
without it, ainca be muat form an intelleclual picture of the itate of thinga, freqaently 
laaa dapendant upon preTloui eveola and preeant phanomena, lb*D upon nia lyBDBtkj 
with ttiB feeling! and Mualiani of the patient. Fi. Bacon aayi, very pronrly, in 
hie work do Augmf nt. Seient : " Quare kpud po^lM aumma ratione mualca eun 
" tMdicina in Apulline emmngitur; quia iimiUe feta ailutriuaquaartiagoDiuai alqm 
" in ea cuiiaiilat iilanc medici ollicium, ut aciat corporia humani lyram il> tendere at 
'* pulaare, ut reddatnr concentui minima diicori et inauatia." No on* tboionifal^ 
KqutlnLet] with the profeMion, will depreciate •urflory, and can deny the bigfa credit 
due to the accumjjIiahBd aurttenn, eapecially now l^at aurgerv hu aluined ao much 
ptrfection, atuj aince ao many are aavad' from prematnie daUb, ai froiB • ptinfnt 
fDisDrable aiiatence, merely by iUigicJil ikiU, Una aevere caae oflyphueor acarlet 
fuvet. of conaumptiun, ptrilyali, dec, however, requirea mora pbiloiophica] aculraaas 
and depth, than mail aurgical operaliana, though, to ■ cerlaJD extent, the iciattkaaof 
the phyaician are frequsnlly much more ameliurated by the aid of natnta than tboM 
of the iurgaon, lince the aSigbteat awkward or injudicioua movement of the aurgeon 
may endanger the life of bit patient, and hia ignurancatn Iha trealmant of ■ dialoeal- 
ed or fractured limb &c., can never be repaired by the aid of nahua. From thair difla* 
rent natural diapnailiona and oceupaliona wa find theiflfare, gananlly, that etDinant 
•urgeona either undervalue all medical aaiiiunce, or, when actins u phyaieiana, da- 
cids too quickly ) ihoy are much more in favor of loo poweifut aoa too large doaet of 
drugii, pBying leai regRrd lo miiiutiie than the phyaician, who, devoting hia life eiclo- 
eively to medical jirnclico, line learned by il, that one ounce of blood unnaeeaaanly lit- 
atracted, or one drop of laadanum improperly apolied, roav frequently dacidt on Ufa 
and death. The aargeon generally deali by wholeaale with the vital power, the phy- 
aician wore by [etHtl, and we aeldoni find even wholesale merchant* and retailers 
equally attentive to minutiu and equally aucceaeful in exchanging one kind of baai- 
ncai lor the other. It would materially injure the aurgeon, and degrade him lo 
a level wilh the loweat mechanic, if he were not thoroughly acquainted with tba 
whole eilent of the medical profeniian i and no well educated phyaiciau can diapenae 
wilh ■ minute knowledge of aurgery: but where it ii poaeibte loaeparate (he practice 
of both, it will prove highly betieficiMl to lb* public, directly aud indirecllyi aa 
both will be advanced. During the laai twenty yeara the atudanta of medicine ditaet 
their attention more to eurgery than to the acquireinente of a philoaophicHl inaight into 
the theory of medicine, which would beil promote the elevation of their milidi over a 
rude empiriciarn. The complainla mode upwarda of a century ago by one of tba 
greateat practitioner* and ableal medical aulhota, have become again bnt loo tnia. 
Bnrnh. Ilainaziiai aayt, in hia Upcr. " quandu noatra hac stale mi^icina ad mecba- 
" niamum lota peine redacla eat, et acbole nil mngi* ouam automatiamum crq>anl " 
It would not bH difficult for an author, abler than ouraelvea, by minutely reviewing the 

medical liinrHture in the preaent age, to prove that medicine, by ' ' '~~ 

'-•- ' ■- -'- -d all the fee --'-•--■-— •----■ 



inly on thti [iBlpable. eanecially if he afaould advert l« the numeroua madical and 
irgical periodicala of England, France and Uermany, and the proponional eearcily of 
original medical worke like thoae of .Sydenham, Portal, J. V, Frank, Benjamin Koah, 



du,, which are truly valuable for their abatracta of minute invaatigationt during ■ 
long and exclusively medical practice. An exieniive periodical literature muet be 
coiiaidered aa proving, that education and learning are exlenaivel)' diSuaed, aa we may 
Judge from the quantity of newsjiapDra of the lively intcruit which a people ia per- 
mitted lo take in ite politicHl tnatitiitioiia, or really lake* in ita aolf- govern vant. 
Where the periodical liieiaiurc of a curtain aciuiice, which eubiacei nuuiy volariaa 
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of many young physicians, aware of the many and great profee- 
Bional desiderata on commencing practice, could easily be explain- 
ed, and would do honor to their intellect as well as to their huma- 
nity and professional zeal. A large field is open to them, to find 
out lees hazardous andmore rational modes of cure, the materials 
for which exist in the voluminous writings of many distinguished 
anthors, iirom Hippocrates down to the present time, and also id 
the immenstt treasures, offered to the philosophical and scrutinizing 
physiciaD, by the high degree of perfection which all the natural 
scieocee, and especially physiolc^y and pathological anatomy, 
have attained. But should the young physician, misled by igno- 
rant fanatics, or by men who, being inconscious of the high duties 
of their vocation, are anxious only to satisfy their morbid fancy 
or low interest, reject all closer investigations after truth, as mere 
" learned lumber ;" and should he prefer lo listen to the rudest 
empiricism, rather than to the dictates of rational medicine, to the 
temptations of a miserable quackery rather than to the warning 
voices of his conscience and of so many distinguished physicians 

^OM Dot nceeed, Iheie ch« Ion ■landing of proreuiaosl educatian ctmnot be doabted, 
becBDiHi well educated men of eveiy profesBzOQ must keep pace with the new diaco- 
Tsries aod inlereiting lu^estiona in their profeeeion. But tnaemuch ■• ■ great 
■tataimin cannot be lotnied or bBcoms aatiafied nnty by (he perueal of newspaper*, 
■o loo in regard to sciencea, do solid knowledge can be drawn from periodicals and 
Mriewa only; they promote a auperficial knowledge of acientiSc objects, and produce, 
aa has been proved m modern lime* in respect to medicine, many vague suggestions, 
frequently not confirmed by experience. It ia hnwever evident that no other acience or 
art can in this respect be compared with medicine and surgery, since in no other voca- 
tion is the neglect of study so injuriaua. The artist, if unacquainted with the latest 
diieoveties at^imgnavementsiD his art, will injure himself Only, or may thai STen pte- 
■eirehis originality: the lawyer, if he is not a distrngnished scientific man, an author or 
* profeeaor, may easily be aatiatied by knowing the few alteraliona made in the laws 
and statutes, and, like the clergyman, who b thoroughly versed in hia profeasianal 
studies before entering into office, he may consider bia conlinued aludy more as va- 
luable meanslo improve his intellect, and aa an amusement worthy of his refined taste 
■nd of his vocation, rather than as a duty. But the conscientious physician and sUTgeoQ 
ehould not be satisfied with the knowledge ihey attained before their examination 
and graduation: and no patient will be contented with the knowledge of biaphyaKian 
acquired thirty or forty years ago, nor be satisfied if he remains uncuted, or is eveo 
materially injured, because his doctor baa lost a good share of the old stock by tiis 
lapos of so many years, and has remained ignorant of the many imptovementa and 
discoveries made during so long a period ; certainly not ! be silently wishes and ia 
•ntitled to demand, that ne may be saved or relieved by all the means which the pro- 
fesiion offers at the moment be calls for its aid; whether this be practicable only by 
a new discovery or suggestion recently made m his own or in any foreign country. 
Both Uie physician and surgeon are therefore bound to conlinue their alndy, and free 
ihemselvea from the reproach of being, from neglected study, in many caaea, the ne- 
gative cause of greal mischief aod mjury. Every impartial and intelligent laymaa 
will find it di&uTt to comprehend how thia can be done by a man, even if possesaing 
extraordinary mental capacities, talents, &c., when he ia engaged day and night in his 
hi* practice aa aphyaician, asnrgeon, an accoucheur, aod perhapsalao as an apothecary 
and druggist. Is not indeed our life a little too short, (a perform all these important 
duties CI ' " 
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of all ages : be will repeat, wheo loo late, the irreparable low of 
hu own happioesa, by having entered the hygieian temple uopre- 
pared for such an arduous task. 

The reason why so many young men enter the medical pro- 
fession unaware of its extraordinary requisites and duties, and feel, 
at a later period of their life, unhappy in the choice of their voca- 
tion, may principally be ascribed to the total ignorance of the pub- 
lic in r^atd to medicine geoeially. No art, no scienctj^b indeed 
more unknown to laymen, although in none they are more dee[Ay 
interested and of noae they pretend to judge better. The true 
and only cause of this is the want of proper information with 
regard to the different sciences belonging to the etudy of medicine, 
and especially to the want of a general philosophical educaiioD, 
which is so much neglected in our time, although bo iodispensaUe 
to all special scientific investigationB, not only generally for the 
formation of a sound judgment, but alao for the acquisilMHi <rf' a 
pnq>er insight into the foundation and structure of all the sciences 
and arts. We therefore frequently hear the most absurd aasw- 
tions about the profession and its practiLionere, and see particular 
confidence placed in the unlearned and uneducated, whose con- 
ceptions and prejudices harmonize more with those of the public, 
and who sre devoid of that discreet'and unaffected modesty and 
dignity which always distinguish the man of education and red 
talent, and which render him leas familiar with common-place 
topics. These are the principal reosons why the profession n 
highly valued only among the rudest and the most civilized na- 
tions, while its standing is the lowest among those, whose state of 
civilization is more calculated for useful knowledge than f« ge- 
neral philosophical inquiries into scientific matters, especially if 
the legal requisites for entering the profession are at the same time 
trifling, so that a large stock ofprofessionalmen tsolways at com- 
mand. The large number of popular treatises on the cure of 
diseases has also contributed much to perpetuate noxious preju- 
dices and to promote very defective knowledge, which is much 
worse than none at all, whenever the great difference of two or 
more apparently similar cases depends on minute distinctions, de- 
rivaUe only from an intimate knowledge of the separate depart- 
ments of the arL Very few and urgent coses excepted, in nine 
times out often, theadoption of prescriptions recommended in such 
voVks leads to mischief much greater, than if nature is left undis- 
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tarbed, espeu^y ns euch preecriptions aie generally uncoaditional, 
and by not adverting to the great importance of the diffeient 
cBUBea, promote the obnoxioaB opinion, that all medical practiM 
consista only in the close observation of the symptoms, and in 
the application of the medioineB recommended by the profession 
for the different names of diseases. This erroneous opinion has 
principally paved the way kr the zealous adoption of homiBopatbia 
by many in Germany, the well educated and judicious physicians 
excepted. Of all medical doctrines hitherto promulgated, no one 
tends to promote prejudices against rational medicine more thao 
homceopathia, although the present time is particularly jmifHtions 
for enlightening the public, and for restricting also the detrinpntal 
abuse of powerfiil domestic medicines. 

During the long interregnum of rational medicine, and the pra- 
valeoce of many favourable circumstances, the author of horaoepa- 
thia, ev«n with his moderate talents, might have much promoted 
practical medicine, if he had tried to confirm some of his discovorics 
by impartial experiments, and to comlnne them with the indis- 
pensable requisHes of the rational healing art, instead of destroying 
(he latter in a manner unparalleled in the history of any science, 
since the restoration of the sciences and arts, and worthy only of a 
scientific Vandalism. That this has been thecourse of Hahnemann 
and his fidlowers, we feel parttcnlarly bound to prove, by the fol- 
lowing review of the principles or rather maxims of hommo- 
pathia ; these maxims are — 

Ist. Alt simple drugs given to individuals in health, produce in 
them, under all circumstances, certain de&nite morbid symptoms, 
which are termed drug-symptoms, and which are similar to the 
■ymptoms observable in certain corresponding natural diseases. 

2nd. The direct curative power of each simple dmg, and of all 
medicines generally, consists exactly and exclusively in the simi- 
larity of the symptoms of a natural disease to their corresponding 
drug-symptoms, or to those produced in healthy individuals, by 
administering certain simple drugs to them ; so that all other ope- 
rations of drugs are to be considered as capable only of admitting 
recovery indirectly, or by chance. 

3d. All natural substances, but especially all drnga acquire, by 
certain mechanical processes, certain medicinal powers, so that any 
quantity of the substance or drug in question, however snudl, will 
always aptnu abscJutely and u ncondilionally as an effectual remedy 
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in iu ai^ropriate disean, by its specific power properly developed, 
which power or virtue, however, iacraases od infiniluin, io Lbe 
direct ratio of the mechanical proceevea mentioned, and iu the iu- 
vereeratio of the quantity of the Bubstauce. 

To give a complete view of thi« docltine, we must mention i\a 
author*! theory of all chronic diaeaees, published in i8S8, about 
eighteen yearB aftai the first edition of hia Organon, and twenty- 
three years after his publitution of the homoeopathic doctrioe. 
We shall see hereafter, that in this new work, he has contradicted 
and ezpUcitly retracted the second fundamental maxim of bomoeo- 
fiaUiia, so that his doctrine, as it now stands, should be called Hah- 
aen^oism, rather than homceopathia. 

At the very commencement of all hom<Bopaihic doctrines, viz. 
the ezperimeotB of simple drugs upon healthy individuals, wa 
meet with the great dilGculty arising from Hahnemann's moral 
«od BcieDUfic duplicity. To say nothing of the true conditions 
of perfect health, which, in its strict physiolc^cal sense, is seldom 
met with, and not OHcertainable unless the person is thwoughly 
known to the experimentalist from his infancy : wherever experi- 
ments had been instituted by his opposers, exactly accordiog to 
his first directions, and had proved abortive, he and his followers al- 
leged, as a chief cause, the erroneous opinion entertained by these 
opposers, that /wmceopathic doses of a drug should afiect healthy 
persons. They afterwards stated, that to observe the truth of their 
experiments, it was necessary to apply the simple drugs in question 
in large allopathic doses, (see Hahnemann's Organon, 4th edit. ^ 
i 120 and 121, Dr. Moritz Mueller in Arcbiv fuer Homoeopothische 
Heilkunde, Vol. III. No. 1, p. 30, Dr. Gross, ibid. No. 3, p. 133. 
Dr. Rummel, ibid. Vol. V. Mo. 1, p. 14.) Dr. Hering also alludes 
to this, when he says, (1. c p. 14), " medicines do not become salu- 
" tary by their direct effects, such as are manifested in experiments 
'*• on healthy persons after strong and frequent doses, dtc." When 
these experiments, thus altered by Hahnemann's exj^cit advice 
had led his opposers again to results totally different ftom his 8tal«- 
ments, and he found it difficult to verify other assertions of hia 
doctrine, he decided again in fiivor of his first euggestioD of ho- 
mtBopathic doses. In this manner the author of the Concise View 
repe^ and contradicts, also(l. c. p.20), his statements just quoted, 
by saying : " But now its energies were developed, and displayed 
" BO penetratuig and powerful an influence upon the healthy 
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" subject of experimeDt, that the trials with it appertaiaed to the 
" most difficult and assaulting, so that higher developments were 
" obliged to be made for further ezperimente ; and for remedial 
" purposes the developments were continued up to the tliirtietb 
" power." Hahnemann himself explains this etiU more distinctly, 
saying, when speaking of taUe-salt (Chron, Dis. Vol. lY. p. S76), 
" All these statemeDts refer to trials generally instituted on robust 
" and healthy persons, with two or three doses of six little sugar- 
" pellets, moistened with the decilhonth developed power. Only 
" when tried on healthy persons, in such a high degree of derelop- 
" raent and solution, all other remedies also are capable of dis- 
" playing their powers." It is evident .that these contradictwy 
assertions casuot be reconciled with common sense. Suppose 
that A, when speaking of a substance, should say to B, test the 
truth of my experiment, by taking once only the billionth part of a 
grain of it, and B tried it without experiencing the desired effect ; 
now A ridicules B for doing exauly what he, A, has repeatedly 
recommended, and says : " take it by ounces, three or more times 
" a day, and then you will observe what I toid you." B, however, 
in BO doing, is still unsuccessful ; A now prescribes again what 
he did at first, or a quantity of many thousand million times less ; 
every one witnessing such a transaction would say, with tlie 
greatest propriety, that A must be either a fool or an impoeter ; but 
according to the moral and intellectual conceptions of the fanatic ho- 
mtBopathists, A must be considered us " the strict and conscientioua 
" man, the earnest inquirer after truth, and the profound observer." 
(Dr. Bering, 1. c. p. 14} ! — In leaving Hahnemann's doses of drugs, 
until we have arrived at the third maxim of hom.ceopalhia, we 
refer at present to the experiments on healthy persons with large 
doses of drugs, since, being forced to take one of both ofqKieite 
extremes, equally recommended by him, we consistently take that 
one which he has constantly used, until he had in his experiments 
Utely resolved otherwise. We take this course also in favor of 
homceopathia itself, because if the same dose of any substance or 
drug should operate exactly the same in health and in a diseased 
state, it would follow among other reasons to be mentioned, that 
the substance oi drug must be quite indifferent. 

This point of view adopted, we shall find, however, pfdpable 
contradictions, which, Hahnemann as well as hie adherents, try in 
vain to veil by the tinsel of a borrowed, scietific language. Dr. 
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Hering Bays,'ia Ibia spirit, (I. c. page 14:) "medicines do not 
" Meome lalutary by their direct effects, such ae are maDiferted io 
" experimeats on healthy subjecte after strong and frequent doNBr 
" but they are salutary by reason of their afier-operatioo, or rather 
*■ of the couDleraction of the organization." 

W« should almost conclude from these suggeslioos, that the 
injifry of drugs, used in a maaner not sanctioned by the teneU of 
bonuBopathia, depends upon tbeir not causing any counler-or-after- 
aotioD in the living organization. It appears impossible to com- 
pr^end how any subetaoce could axt otherwise on the living 
body than by counler-action, or by directing the irritalHlity, sen- 
sibility, or whatever we may term the general or specific manifeatar 
tiwi of the vital power to some primary acti<Hi, from which, for a 
longer or a shorter time, a series of others, termed after-actioDfl, 
nautta It would indeed be quite a novelty in physiology to bdieve 
that medicines act on bealtby p^doi>b only, " by tbeir direct eflfect," 
aad that the " counter-action" is only a prerogative of the diseaaed 
individual. It would also be difficult to comprehend, how any effect 
can be peroeptil^ without counteraction, and if it were really pea- 
aible, how the homceopalhic experiments on healthy persons became 
muiifest If a substance does not (Hwluce counteraction in soma 
way, then we can observe neither a beneficial nor a detrimental 
action ; it is un absolute nonentity, from which rto positive con- 
dusioB can be drawn, Witbuut counteraction, the existence of 
all diseases would be only imaginary, since life itself could not 
exist ; the direct action of all external influences, precludiDg all 
counteraction, being nothing but death itself. But admitting even 
that the suggestion quoted implies counteraction in the diseased 
and no counteraction in the healthy state, or a counteraction ma- 
terially difierent in both ; this itself involves so great a difference 
between the healthy and diseased states as reasonably to preclude 
such inferences. Supposing even the statement in the " Concise 
View" Io be correct, viz: that the immensely diluted drug acts more 
mildly and with less violence iu the diseased state, notwithstand- 
ing its vastly multiplied devdoped power, a proposition yet incon- 
sistent in itself, we would ask for the present only, if the counter 
. action depends merely on the vital power, how can it be explained 
«r proved, that their reaction is more energetic in the diseased than 
in the healthy state, and that the sfweading of any re-or-coun(er- 
aclioDt be it by association or antagonism of the different systems 
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and organs of ihe living body, alw&ya extends in the former more 
than in the latter ? Tbie may tie the case in a few instances ol 
hypeicestbesia, but certainly aot ia antestheaia or poralysie, and iu 
die former always only with regard to the exteal, and not to the 
intensive energy of Uie vital reaction ; it appears more consistent 
with reason and sound physiological principles, to say, that the 
increase of intensive vital enei^y precludes all disorders and dis- 
eases rather than promotes ihem. We are well aware that Hab- 
nemaan in his religious duplicity, utters also frequently, and almost 
in the same breath, the most blasphemous and pious suggestions, 
saying in many passages of his writings, and even in the preface 
to his Organon, what no man of common sense has ever venUued 
to pronounce, viz. that "■ the vital powers are the most helpless, 
" most undesigning, most stupid, generally unbeoeficial and ioju- 
" riouB, and only instinctive," although in some other sections of his 
OtganoQ and other works, be graciously compliments nature by 
leaving hei some insignificant share in bis all-curing method. 
But believing in our bumble devoutness, that tbe vital powers io 
organized bodies, which form only a part of the universal powers 
of nature, are the most accomplished, most energetic and most 
beaeficial, and perfectly worthy of the inlioite wisdom and mercy 
of their eternal and omnipotent Creator, we are forced to admit 
alsoi (hat if these powers were possibly less restricted, and there- 
fore more intensively energetic in any diseased state than in a 
healthy one — a proposition contrary to common sense — they would 
of themselves be quite sufficient to remove all diseases in the quick- 
est and safest manner, without any medical aid, which would then 
beeutirdy useless or rather detrimentaL The effect of substances 
commonly used by healthy persons, which the author of the 
" Concise View," colls in the sense of homusopatbia, (page £26,) 
" endowed with peculiarly active properties, as well as medicines 
" properly so called, 6cc., sucb as coffee, tobacco, aaflron, all s[Hrit- 
" uous drinks," proves also the inconsistency of tbe assertion, that 
medicines do not produce in healthy peraons a counter-or after- 
operation, since this must be true also respecting the named sub- 
stances; which, of course, would be absurd. To saynothing of the 
effect, palpable (o every body, if a glass of madeira be given to a 
healthy infiint, will it not produce a very serious couaieraction, by 
which a series of aftor-actioi)^ will begiu and continue, terminating 
probably in apoplexy, urUess proper aid be quickly administered? 
9 
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The same will be the case with a strong dose of any raflioiently 
powerful drug, when taken by a healthy adult. Dr. Hering ad- 
mits the baneful influence of apirituous liquors when need habitu- 
ally. Does not this prove the protracted counler-and afier<operation 
of subslancee termed by him medicinal, if applied to the healthy 
body ? How could the repeated abuse of brandy become w ex- 
cessively detrimental to the physic^ and mental condition of mas, 
if ite effects were .only immediate and not protracted by any 
couDter-or afler-eperation, and herefore immediately extinct 
after it is taken ? Is habit any thing but the gradually diminished 
and shortened counter-and after-action coneecntory to a certain 
and Bufliciently repeated external influeDce upon the living body? 
A person who gives himself up to drunkenness, this horriUe and 
worse than brutal passion, begins by satisfying bis taste with a 
small quantity, but he is compelled to increase it gradually, not as 
some recent authors assert, simply from a morbid irritability of the 
stomach or a distemper of its nerves, but mostly rather from tb« 
contrary cause, viz. from the physical insensibility of the Derroiw 
system, or from his reckless inclinaUon to ;blaat, by thia des- 
structive stimulus, the moral feelings and thoughts on oite nde, 
and to animate the wrong ones on the other. Without the counlw- 
action and after-operation of all the systems, particularly of the 
nervous system, and of its animal and spiritual head-quarters, such 
a wretched person would be obliged to drink incessantly, and eveD 
then would hardly attain his abject purpose. 

The same remarks apply to all idiosyncrasies which, cwitrary 
to Hahnemann, are valued so highly by Dr. Hering, (1. c page 
3S.) Hahnemann, in opposition to the daily experience of others, 
and also in contrjidictioD to his own statement, on page 205 oi his 
Orgftnon, where he admits that all persons are not affected is the 
same manner by drugs, says explicitly on pages 197 and 198 of 
the same work : " by idiosyncrasy a proper condition of Uie 
" body is understood, in consequence of which there is in the saaie, 
" ahhough considered healthy, an inclination to become more oi 
" less morbidly affected by certain things, which produce no im- 
" pression or change in all other persons. But this defect of im- 
" pression in all persons is merely imaginart/" and oo pages 121 
and I9S, 526, he says, " The physical and moral powers, which 
"are termed morbid influences, do not possofis unconditionally 
■the power of deranging health, but we only fiill sick under 
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" thab inflnoiiM, when our o^nism is tnisceptible ofthe action of 
*' morbifie causes and becomes affected, changed, distemperedj and 
"transmuted into abnormal sensations and actions by them; — 
" those powers therefore do not cause diseases in all men, nor in the 
" same man at all periods, &c.," and in i 37. ■< But the case is far 
" different with the anificial causes of diseases, termed drugs. In 
" fact, every real medicine acts at any time, under all circum- 
*' stances, upon every living individual, and excites in him its 
*< peculiar symptoms, (perceptible if the dose is lai^ enough,) so 
" that it is evident that each living human organism must at 
*' all times, and abs<dutely (■uaconditionally) become afl^ted and 
" almost infected by the drug-disease, which as I .have already 
*' ezf^aiaed, is not ^e case with natural diseases.'" The technical 
terra, idiosyncrasy, may be explained more clearly by the disposition 
to become affected, by one or more certain agents, in a manner 
difficult to be subdued by habit, and unusual to the species to 
which ao animal, or to the class to which a person belongs. It 
may depend upon tbe reaction of one or more systems, or merely 
of a single organ or part, and may be attributed to the peculiar 
fltructura or specific chemical relation of the system or organ af- 
fected, particularly of the nervous system, by which probably tbe 
vital electrochemical (magoetical) jH'Qcess or that of vital attraction 
and rqMilsion, termed also (physical) sympathy and antipathy, is 
abnormally altered. Such anidiosyncrasy may exist with regard io 
common substances, as well as with unusual ones or drugs; not only 

*Ttifl iDdnlgmt retder will on HiiBtteDti*e^ruBalcoiuideT the whol«of thisqnala- 
tion, like cnostof itie quoUIions fram HahneniBnii, asuniatelligible Bad their aingle in- 
leHigible words and eipmaioDB XB Ixnnbaatic CKnI. We can howevei easure bim, that 
they aie not intsntionaliy selecied, and rather chosen by chance from aimitar onei to 
tsrte Dur objectiona ; we h&Te taken alto the greatest paina to translate all these 
qaotations faithfully, tai have even frequently cDoaulted the French tranalatioD of thfl 
OrgatiQii, to lender them as intelligible sa possible ; but of course no faithful 
trtDtlatOr ought to subatitnleMBae for the original nonsense, (aa ia frequently done in 
tbe incorrect Francb translation,) even if he were more partial or indulgent for the 
great maisoFnonaenae contained in the worke of Hahnetnann andhig followers, than 
wa pretend to be. PossesaiDg only the 4th edition of Habnemann's Organon, ws are 
obliged to rely for some of out quotations on those older editions cited by Dr. Kopp, 
in hia work already mentioned, who by hia acknowledeed reaprct and partiality for 
Rahnsmanii and lua doctrines, oUl certainly have aniioualy avoided all false qnota- 
tiotiB. Eren where the sense of a quotation ia too plain to be miaunderelood, tha 
ftutic hommopathists may charge us with an erroneoua or false interpretation; thea« 
linea however, are not written for them, bnt for the benefit of the profession and the 
public, and we mnat leave auch chargea to be finally decided by the competent and 
mparlial critic. Fortunately, our library affords na valuable means, to prore inconlio- 
Tertibly the correctness of some of our aeaerliona belonging to the faiatoiy of hotiuBo- 

Ctbia, and tbe biography of its author, which at least to onr knowledge have hitherto 
en neglected by hia oppoasrs. We ahall be much pleased to show theae printed 
documeDts to every one who wi^iea to see them. 
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io health, but also in diKasea ; and this Jn tnich a inann^ that a 
person, possessed of n certain idioeyncrasy when in health, may 
lose it when sick, and vic« veraa ; do one himself, aad much lees 
another person, can be aware of this peculiar disposition until he 
has observed it. Many of the healthy individuals on whom Hah- 
nemann has made his experiments with drugs may have had such 
an idiosyncrasy, by which the result was varied without knowing 
it, and this must have led him to great mistakes in practice, al- 
though if all the individuals in question should have been quite 
free from such an idiosyncrasy, the homawpathisl with all his 
"careful attention to minutias" will frequently meet with the same 
difiiculties in patients possessing such an anomaly not known be- 
fore. It would therefore at lead be indispensable for homceopa- 
thists, unless they claim prophesy, to have minutely tried the 
effects «f all their drug-atoms upon their patients, previous to their 
fiilting sick, and they ought not to employ any remedy with pa- 
tients, who were strangers to them before. But this diflJculty is 
not removed even by an intimate acquaintance with persons when 
in health, since, as stated above, it does not follow that the same 
particular disposition continues when sick. — It might justly be 
(Ejected, that these difficulties are not peculiar to homcBopathia, 
but affect also the allopathic trecumeut very much, and a judicious 
physician is well aware of the important influence of many idiosyn- 
crasies upon a rational treatment. The difference however be- 
tween these two is, that the homceopathisl, infallible in his own 
opinion, will suppose, after he has ordered his patient to smell of a 
sugar-pellet every month or less frequently, that the increase of the 
disease is only the salutary counter-or afier-action, produced by bis 
magical sugar-pellet ; and the patient must quietly eodure this as 
the sign of his infallible cure, since, even' if he becomes a great 
deal worse, this must be ascribed, in strict obedience to the dictates 
of Hahnemann, (see Organon, 5 153,) to the beneficial effect of the 
drug, rather than Co the influence of idiosyncraHy or to any other 
cause; whereas the aliopathlst, judiciously considering that no 
substance whatever acts aL>9o)utely and unconditionally, that many 
influences frequently alter the general effect of medicines, that 
some unexpected idiosyncrasy may prevail, &c., all of which are 
known to him by his experience or literary acquirements, will soon 
observe his mistake, and remedy it in time by another careful 
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selection, uniil he has overcome such extnwrdinary obstacles.* 
Exclusive of idiosyncrasy, the mind and body of the diseased 
individual, generally differs from what they were in a healthy 
state ; alt his feelings, thoughts and resolutions are more or less 
altered, bo that physicians even, when sick themselves, are liable 
to many errors, and are therefore forced to call in the aid of a «d- 
league. Pleasures to which we are accustomed when in health, 
such as the use of wine, coffee, segars, &c., generally grow dis- 
gusting to us when sick. This peculiarity extei)ds even to those 
changes of the human body, which are established upon the fun- 
damental laws of orgaaized bodies, and which should therefore not 
be considered as diseased conditions ; pregnancy, for instance, if 
even otherwise quite normal, fi'equently causes great changes in 
the physical actions of certain substances, so that heahhy females 
in this situation are unable to bear, what in other situations affords 
them peculiar comfort ; to say nothing of their singular and often 
irresistible propensities and other mental affections, frequently aris- 
ing from want of a good education and from popular prejudices. 

All experiments with drugs upon healthy persons must further 
appear very delusive, if we consider the constant influence of 
the mind and the nervous . excitement generally attendiog such 
experiments. When a healthy or sick person is attentively ex- 

• Wo WBdo recently amuseii with ■ cariom bat trae iwrrative, ihowing the obitt- 
nate and implicit faith of homieflpathists in the tenets and diclatee of iheir doctrine, 
nhich was told to db bj a profeBBuinal mnn, to wbom (he patient afternatds applied. 
In a large Ameiican city, a. German merchant eiceaaively eniaptuied with homieopa' 
this, and forcing ItiiB " great tresisure" upon his fellow-citizere by hie conBtantoblrn- 
■ire aoticilation*, indnced a man. Buffering from giddinesB, to apply to his eaBj-alid- 
quick-cuting homieopalhic doctor. As the patient grew daily worse after swallowing 
or amelling, we do not know eiactly, a few atoms of some dereloped antipsoric 
" drug-virtue,'' he complained to Uie doctor, and was consoled with the Ksaunmce 
thattbii was [he intended effect of the drug, being its "salutary connter-operation," 
After continuing the old, or some new dsTeloped drug-virtne for several weeks, the 
iodiaposition increased, the giddinesi, which before intermitted for hours or days, 
became constant, and the patient, on going Jown Blairs, fell, and was near "breaking 
his neck. The patient renionetrated with the all-curing doctor, and on telling him 
that he had almost broken his neck, the doctor jumped^ up joyfully, and cheerfully 
laughing, eiclaimed, " Oh! eicelleni! deli^tfuH that is jnst the salutary afler- 
" operation for which I >o much wished! now you must betieTe yourself completely 
" cured !" The indignant patient, fearing a still more developed, similar afiet-ope- 
lation, abandoned this frothy simpleton, applied to the sllopalhiu physiciim mentioned 
above, and was soon cured of his giddiness by rational treatment.^-This mode of 
saying to patients who feel no relief, or even feet worse, "you are mistaken, you 
" must not only feel moch alleviated, but must now consider yourself completely 
" cured," is very common with homeopathic practitioners : it does not always arise 
from intentional imposition, or from this modern mode of quackery, but may frequently 
be ascribed only lo the very characteristics of all honest fanatics, who, unconsciously 
blind to the light of truth, would make the whole world so, if they could, even by 
willingly sacrificing all that is dearest lo them. 
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amining his own pulae, or the aperture of his own pupS, they crflec 
chan^ from one moment to another, very remarkably, merdy in 
consequence of the influence of the mind. Should the pertos be 
conecioU9 of having taken a medicine for experiment, and of being 
watched attentively for its effectB, he will undoubtedly present 
many symptoms which do not depend the least on the drug, but 
which are produced only by his mental excitemenL This must 
be still more the case when he is already ftmiliar with the ex- 
pected Bymptoma, and therefore pcepoesesaed, or even much ioter- 
ceted in the result, by ambition, by scientific zeal, or by a similar 
canee. It is therefore not surprising that experiments, with the 
same drugs, minutely instituted on healthy persons, by others 
with less [H^judice and with' more Caution against error, as for 
instance, those instituted by Professor Joerg at Ijeq>zig, with his 
atudents, have led to resuhs, which, though likewise totally at 
variance with all experience of their eflect in diseases, are very 
different from those of Hahnemann, who anxious (o multiply the 
morbid drug-eymptoms produced by his experiments, baa in- 
creased these symptoms to an enormous number; for instaDce, 
thoee of bark, ^hich already amount to 1,143, (see Hahbemann's 
Reine Arzneymittellehre, or Materia Medica, YoL III^) and which 
will increase still more at pleasure, with the continuance of 
such delusive experiments.* Fortis imaginatio generat casum. 
Let one drop of water, coloured by any indiffereat admixture, be 
administered to a person, especially if disposed to mental ezcitemenl, 
with the understanding that it is an active drug, which will pro- 
duce numerous definite symptoms, all of which are to be minutely 
written down, by a close cross-examinator, and it b more than 
probable, that he will feel all the presumed effects and many more. 
How much prudent precaution must every circumspective physi- 
cian take, not to be imposed on or misled by stories of his patients, 
mostly involuntuily arising only from their physical and menial 
excitements. Physicians, frequently prepossessed by a professional 
hobby, be it that they conaider all diseases as inflammatory, venous, 

* It appean that Hahnemann aometimeis is <lup«d in return by hia diaciplei. We 
«re at loaat told by a ttnslworthy young physician, now in Ihii coontty, who after he 
bail Gnlahed hie Btudieg in France and Germany, had Viied for some months with 
Hahnetnaan, chieRjr (a become acquainted with bia mode of tisatment, that ha was 
frequently induced by his rellow-students to follow their example, and make to Hah- 
nemann fictitious Blatemeata about (be drug-symptoms, alter new triali with ancb 
drogfl as he made them take. Hahnemann appeared eonlUently to believe the moal 
absDrd and ridicutoas repona, and wrote them down with great satiafsction, probably 
br a Dew work, or (or the neil edition of one of hia old "gigantic" works. 
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nerrouB, gastric, &c., or as arising from morbid affecliMis of the 
heart, lirer, dtc., or from syphilis, itch, &e., must therefore be pai- 
ticularly cautious, not to eUcit, by their croeB-^xaminatioas, falso 
statements from their patients. 

In viewing theoretically these experiments with different drugs 
on healthy persons, in order to ascertain effects corresponding 
to the symptoms of different diseases, it would appear strange, and 
contrary to all former experiment^ if they should ever lead to n- 
tisfeclory results. 

Health must be considered as that state in which the individual 
fulfils with intensive and extensive vilat energy, its destination in 
respect to its natural species, to its age, and to the circumstances 
in which it lives, and must necessarily be accompanied by com- 
fortable physical and mental feelings, as the natural consequence* 
of the perfectly harmonious actions of all the integrant parte con- 
stituting the individual whole. Whenever this harmony is dis- 
turbed to such a degree that this destination cannot be performed, 
at that his feelings become uncomfortable, a more or less can- 
siderabte diseased state exists. Wemay justly suppose themaoifev- 
taUon of all life, and of course also of both those slates of organized 
beings in general, to be the product of two factors— one founded 
on the innate capacity to become affected by, and to react upon 
the agents external to the living body, and thus to preserve the 
particular characteristics of their individual life, (physical ego- 
tism, or subjective condition of life) ; the other originating from 
the action of the external agents themselves, (objective conditions 
of life) which instigate and entertain the action of the former, but 
are contemporaneously so restricted and modified by the same, that 
those agents lose, to a certain degree, their properties usually ob- 
servable in physical nature, and also a part of those which may b« 
considered as peculiar to the whole species to which the individual 
belongs. Thus caloric, electricity, poisons, &c. lose not only a 
part of their physical properties in all living bodies, but also pecu- 
liarly in every single individual, though often in so slight a degree 
that we cannot perceive it ; facts which have made hitherto all exact 
definitions of the term poison impossible. All attempts to expluD 
life in another manner might appear either inconsiBlent with out 
intellect and experience, or will contain the same sense expressed 
in difierent words ; since thereby we can best explain the phydcal 
dualism prevalent in all the actions of nature, and its extinction 
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by commutatioQ into a third, bolh uniliog together, viz., abe(rfute 
aelf-aciion of two oppoeite powers, and their mutual restrictioD, ia 
order to form a third actiou resulting from them. — It foUowB, how- 
ever, therefrom, that the healthy and diseased states are so &i 
identical, that both are subject to the same general laws of orga- 
nLsed living bodies, and that ia both states the individual is equally 
liable to the loes of Iiis Ufe by agents absolutely destructive; but, 
nevertheless, the difference between both states is very promineot 
to a certain degree ; for instance, poisons acting dynamically, 
are often used aa antidotes with decided benefit in dottes capable 
of destroying the life of the same individual when healthy ; a fact 
which induced the intelligent Greek, with all the richness of hia 
language, to use one and the same term for poisons and medicines. 
It naturally follows from the ixmditioDsof life in health and disease 
just mentioned, that nothing in the world can act unconditionally 
upon the living body, not even those agents which destroy life, 
since it is probable that, however unconditional the final fatal re- 
sults of such deleterious agents may appear to us, they must never- 
theless be regarded as a compound product of the agent itaelf, and 
of the slate of the living body, at the moment the former acted. 
The same portion of a strong poison, for instance, does not kill all 
individuab equcdly quick, nor in exactly the same manner. We 
may allude not only to the differences in the decomposition of 
dead bodies varying In proportion to the absolute strength of the 
destructive agent ; for instance, so far we know the equally quick 
decomposition of all animals killed by lightning, &c ; but, where 
the agent was in itself less destructive, and all the circumstances 
alike, the time and degree of the decomposition iliUer according to 
the difference of the vital energy which existed before death. 
Thus the fatal disease being precisely the same, the corpses of 
children are generally decomposed lees quickly than those of adults, 
probably because the vital reproductive power being much more 
lively in them, it cannot be reduced, during life, so quickly as in 
adults, and because their menial capacities are less developed; as ge- 
nerally theaction of the mind inadults exhausts the vital powers and 
hence the corpses of some lu natjcs also decompose less quickly. One 
and the same cause may therefore produce the most different diseases 
and their symptoms, according to the different states of the indivi- 
dual upon whom it operated, livery one will admit that to-day 
weescapc unhivt from those agents which to-morrow may make us 
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dangerously ill- Intemperance in food and drink, cold, ] 
Ac., will occasion, in a number of perBons, either none or the mosl 
different diseases, and of course also their different Bymptonw, and 
it is rare fiH* one cause to produce uniformly tlie same disease. 
Hahnemann, well aware of these facts, acknowledged by commim 
sense and daily experience, was forced to the greatest absurdity 
ever committed by man, in claiming for his drugs and for Am ex- 
periments an uncottditional operation. Had this not been the 
case, he would have indirectly admitted, that all his fortunate 
cures might be ascribed, not to his atoms, but to a strict diet, mental 
excitement, or other causes ; he would have indirectly admitted, 
that a great many, if not/ all diseases, presenting, of course, dif- 
ferent symptoms, might be cured altt^ether by one and the same 
drug, aod that his whole materia medica might be reduced to a 
few, or even to one medicine. Thus, if he had admitted that table- 
salt and flint, as well as caosticum and calcaria, did not act un- 
conditionally, but that each of them, from different circumstances, 
might produce different symptoms in healthy persons, as he solely 
referred to their similarity in natural diseases, he might have rab- 
stituled one of these four for eacli of the others, and thils, perhaps, also 
one for all his other drugs. The quackery of his whole doctrine 
would have be«i more evident, as he must then recommend for all 
diseases, od account of the frequent similarity of their symptoms, a 
panacea, or one universal remedy, which, being a simple drug, would 
have been credited by no one. He was forced, for these simple rea- 
sons, to contradict all e^tperience and principles of the profession, and 
to reject even the smallest allopathic doses of drugs, being cunning 
enough to expect the unavoidable downfall of his whole doctrine 
at its first outset, even in the eyes of the most stupid, if, instead 
of his chimerical atoms of drugs, which are absolutely equal to 
nothing, the smallest allopathic doses were used ; for instance, 
if, instead of the common remedies to check vomiting or diarrhoea, 
common doses of emetics and cathartics should be given in addi- 
(ioa. We may predict therefore also with the greatest proba- 
bility that, whenever homtBopathists resolve to exchange their 
fiuiciful doses for common ones, as many do already secretly from 
hypocrisy, and as all of them wiU soon be forced to do, especi- 
ally in urgent cases, their whole doctrine vrill cease to exist on 
account of its palpable injury. — It is one of the most satisfactory 
experiences in rational medicine, which ^one may be considered 
10 
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anfficient to destroy tlie whd« honuBOpalhic doctrioe, aod to ouC^ 
veigb all the suggestionB of HahneiuanD, that io Mune diseases, 
where the physiological and palhogeoetical relatioDS bet veen cause 
and iis eSect are more clearly uoderslood, and where, at the same 
time, the modus operandi of a drug is more fully ascertained, the 
drug loses its usual charaGteristic influence upon the body when in 
health, or when affected by a disease which either did not cor respond 
from ils beginning to the specific quality of the drug, or has ceased 
to do BO in the successful progress of the treatmenL Under such 
circumstances a drug may, therefore, be administered with the 
greatest benefit in doses a hundred times larger than the same in- 
dividual would bear in his healthy state, until that disease is ex- 
tingui^ed, when the drug immediately readopts ks detriinental 
indueoce. This is the case, for instance, with mercury in syphilitic 
diseases, during which persona, who, when healthy, cannot take one 
^bId without being salivated,may takeit for a length of time without 
the effect, until the disease is cured. A similar effect of this remedy 
we observe also in all genuine inflammatory diseases of the mucous 
membranes, especially of the respiratory organs, such as croup, 
bronchitis, d».,ia which the mercury appears only tooperatei^ainBt 
the disease itself and to neutralize, almost chemically, its cause, 
viz., the increased plastic tendency of these membranes, without 
any material influence upon the salivary glands, until the disease 
begins to subside, when the mercury immediately reaaeumee its 
noxious effect. The same may be said of bark and its prepara- 
tions in iotermitteat fevers, and in other periodical diseases. In 
such cases, if we should conclude, from the effect of the drug ad- 
ministered in health, upon its effect in disease, we should be very 
much mistaken. It is as inconsistent with reason and with sound 
pathogenetical conceptions of diseases generally, to suppose that 
drugs, administered to a healthy person, would ever produce such 
eymploms of diseases, and much less that the latter themselves re- 
semble or correspond to those which are termed natural diseases, 
as it would be to beUeve the same definite product arising from 
two &ctors would continue to be the same, if one factor b changed, 
or both disproportionally. Let Hahnemann administer his drugs to- 
healthy persons by ounces or by atoms; by what other a^ument» 
than his deceitful experiments can he prove that the ounces or atoms 
of his drugs iMoXain, qualitaie as well as Qwmji/afe, the same mor- 
bific agents as the atmosphere, the Boil,&c. crfTer? Admitted even 



icvGooi^Ic 



75 

the fooliBh suppoeition of a qualitative identity or similarity, must 
^pe not adopt the still gfreater absurdity, that his ounces or atoms 
are &r more powerful than all natural agents, miasmata, conlagia, 
dec. since, with the most noxious influences of the latter, duriug the 
prevalence of the most fatalepidemic9,thousaDdsescape, but fromhis 
drug-diseases, as he asserts, not one individual can escape, because 
they alvays'act absolutely and unconditionally? Although this 
will be explained more fully in discussing the second maxim of 
the homceopatbic doctrine, we mention here only, that as all life 
is to be considered as a definite product of the two factors, vary- 
ing within certain limits in each individual at every moment, and 
in every state, but always under the supposition of the harm<mious 
action of all the systems and organs when in health, it evidently 
results from our objections just mentioned, that the disturbance 
of this definite product or harmonious action by a drug, cannot 
admit of any sound conclusion upon the effect of the same drug, 
when the product is already altered by .the change of one or both 
factors, or more briefly, when the body is sick. Who but an 
idiot can imagine, that two different products, the one presenting 
the hedthy, the other the diseased state, could be changed by any 
third factor into two other products, which are either identical or 
diametrically opposite to one another ; the latter must however be 
the case, when the same drug which makes the healthy sick, makes 
the sickly healthy. 

For these palpable reasons, the conclusions respecting the action 
of a substance upon the diseased state from its action in health, 
must tead to the grossest mistakes; just as if we were to conclude, 
from the beneficial influence of the bright day-light on healthy 
eyes, that it must be also beneficial in those diseases in which pho- 
tophobia is the prominent symptom, and in which the patient 
must be anxiously shielded from the light until He is cured by 
proper remedies, and even then must be gradually accustomed to 
bear it. The experiments with drugs on healthy persons may be 
considered in certain respects, though by for less scientific and 
more fonciful, similar to many physiott^cal experiments on living 
animals, which also have sometimes led to very false conclusions, 
rince tortured nature will present phenomena totally differejtt from 
those where nature b left free and undisturbed ; just as the pages 
of history, stained by the reports of tortured men, prove that this 
disgracefully barbarous manner of eliciting statements, has murd- 
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ored iDore iunoccDt penona than it has brougbt guiky ooes to 
punishmeDt. , 

Tbo first fundameotal piincipls of boDUBopattua before ua, if we 
dare call it so, ia so ioumately coauected witb tbesecood, which oiay 
more properly deeacve that term, viz: " similia simtlibus curantuit 
that we must DOW diecuea them together. The objeclione already^ 
ofieied will appear to the impartial critic as sufficieat, cUarty to 
prove that, if the result of any experiment with a drug, upon 
a healthy individual, admits of no correct conclusion aa to the 
salutary eJTect of the same drug when applied to the same 
individual, ia its corresponding natural disease ; all such ezperi- 
mmts, instituted with a view to draw practical inferences, in reelect 
to oU itidividuals of one species when similarly aSected, must a 
fortiori lead to the greatest errors and mistakes. Such ezperinieatfl 
may be interesting for some physiolc^cal and pathological in- 
quiries and may lead indirectly to valuable results, by the detection 
of specific medicinal properties contained in substances, if they are 
inslituted with, a minute knowledge of theoretical and practice 
medicine, and with an un^ejudiced mind. The professioa would be 
thankfully indebted to Hahnemann, for some discoveries ascribed 
to him, if he had acted in this manner; but in our opinion, even if 
his suggestions and statements in r^ard to his drug-sickness were 
as true, as most of them are false, a safe leading principle for 
medical practice never can or will be drawn from dkem. 

Th6 second maxim of Hahnemann's doctrine constitutes homceo- 
patbia itself : it asserts by " similia similibus curantur," that all 
diseases will be most safely and quickly cured, by minutdy regard- 
ing the symptoms only, which are presented to the close observe 
in each natural disease, and that such simple drugs only, which 
produce in healthy persons symptoms most similar lo the symp- 
toms of the natural disease in question, will also be not only the 
proper but the only medicines for a direct or safe cure. Thus for 
instance, calomel if taken by a healthy person will generally pto- 
duce salivation, and if continued long enough, ulcere on the gums, 
in the throat, &,c.; homcet^iathia therefore considers calomel as the 
best remedy where such symptoms are observed ; opium produces 
in healthy persous drowsiness, stupor, costiveuess, &c., it must 
lher^)re be considered as the best remedy for the cure of diseases 
marked by drowsiness, stupor, costiveness, &c. Hahnemann, weD 
aware Uiat these assertions could not for a moment be supported 
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by experimenls made with common doeea of medicines, because 
calomel t&ken for s^ivation, or opium forcoBtivenese, in allopathic 
doees, would soon, and aot excepting one among many thousande, 
iocrease the symptoms and all the dangers of the disease, was 
therefore, as stated above, forced inlo the other absurdity, that these 
aod all otiier homoeopathic drugs are to be applied only in doses 
which cannot be rendered too email by the process of dilutions or 
triturations. The latter forming, however, the third proposition or 
maxim of homceopathla, we shall discuss it hereafter. 

The medic^ profession was before Hahnemann's doctrine, and 
is as yet, generally divided into the following (hree principal classes, 
Dot to mention their numerous subdivisions: The first class, or 
the mere theorisle, explain the nature and proximate causes of 
diseases not arising from external mechanical injury, by general 
principles drawn from their knowledge of the universal physical 
powers of nature, from the various changes and modifications pro- 
duced by the di&rent structure and functions of organized living 
bodies in general, and particularly by the human body, frwn 
anatwny, physiology, psychology, &c. They are more in favor of 
general hypothetical causes and of some medical system, than of 
experience. In their pathogeny and therapeutics they refer particu- 
larly to the difierent external influences to which the patient was 
exposed before he fell sick, to the general symptoms which the three 
systems of the human body, the nervous, the vascular and re 
productivepresent,tothechemical qualities ofdrugs,&£., and not to 
special syn^itoms and to the mere empirical adhibitionirf' medicines. 
They are generally men of distinguished learaing and talent, to 
whom the theory of medicine owes great improvements, but they 
are not practical men; being, by their too lively and too predomi- 
nant imaginations, less able to institute minute observations, and lo 
act with sufficient impartiality and circumspection than to speculate 
They are the poets, or at least les beaux esprUs of the profession. 
The second class, or the mere empirics, despise generally all 
theoretical sciences and reasoning. Without reference to causes, 
they regard only the symptoms of diseaeies ofiered to them by the 
palpable functional disorders in the systems, organs and parts of 
the human body, and the medicines recommended as the best 
specifics for removing the symptoms. Considering all physiologi- 
cal and patht^enetical researches as nugatory and useless, they 
rely principally on the prescriptions contained in the («xt-booki on 
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materia medJca and therapeuticB, or on other practical Btatement«. 
If they, from profeesional conuioUBDCss or from scientific interest, 
are not salbfied with the practical knowledge acquired aa students, 
or by their own experience, but are eager and Busceptibleof modem 
discoveries, then they are much more fascinated by a new symptoin, 
and new definite mode of treating a disease, or still more by a Dew 
medicine recommended as a epecific, than by the greatest die- 
coveries in physiology and the acutest elucidations in pathi^ny 
and general] therapeutics. Mostly from want of a thorough pro- 
fessional education, prepoesessed with implicit self-confidence and 
very liberal in their prognosis, and in their promises of quick and 
safe cures, they generally enjoy the confidence of the public; though 
in fiict, they are the common lahtmrert of the profession. "W itfaout 
being in fovour or conscious of any general principle, their treat- 
ment regards particularly the maxim, "contraria contrariis cu- 
rantur," or that the diseases are to be treated by such medicines 
as are known to operate contrary to the symptoms ; for instance if 
a person is costive, they prescribe cathartics ; if the pulse of the 
patient is full, hard, quick, frequent, and the feverish excitement 
predominates, they bleed, leech, &c., even if these symptom* 
originate in opposite causes; or also, they attempt to substitute for 
the existing disease, one of minor importance, and they do this 
likewise without any judicious teason, and merely from their own 
experience, or from statemenu contained in books ; thus they [h«- 
Bcribe powerful cathartics, leeches, blisters, or similar revulfdves, to 
generate a heemorrhoidal fiux, or to cause an artificial exanthema, 
when the brain or the lungs appear seriously affecied, &c., whether 
or not this course is indicated by a circumspective reference lo the 
true cause, and to particular important circurostaocee. Hahne- 
mann in his classificalion calls the latter, more [m>perly, allopa- 
thists, and the former of this second class, antipathists, from " tun 
opposite, and *tiios disease," or also enantiopathists, from " nawwc 
contrary," butas both of these belong to our second class, and do not 
act similar to, (Sfwinfi) but different from ((lXX»r«) the symptoms of 
the disease, they may both be, and are now generally embraced 
under the term atlopathists, or more correctly allreopathiste. 

Hahnemann and his followers give the latter name to all 
those physicians who are not in favour of homceopnthia, and 
therefore, of course, particularly to those belonging to the third 
class, who endeavour to combine the principles and maxima 
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of theoretical mediciae with the reaulta of faithful observation 
and experience. Whenever it appears to their judgment, formed 
by a minute knowledge of all professional and collateral 
BcieDcas and by their philosophical investigatioD, that a definite 
cause of the disease may justly be supposed, they do not reflect 
much upon the symptoms, but endeavour to remove the cause; but 
where the existence of such a cause cannot be explained by phy- 
siob^ical reasons, they follow the directions whichasound diagnosis, 
based on the results of poet mortem examloatlons, on a minute 
symptom atol<^y, &c assign to them, in accordance with the many 
faithful ezperiences on record. They value general pathogene- 
tical and therapeutical piinciples more than naked experience, 
though in regard to the exclusive general modes of treatment, par- 
tially prop(Hinded in the so called medical systems, they are sceptics 
or rather eclectics, convinced that no medical system has stood 
or caa.stand the full test of impartial experience, although most 
of them contain, more or less, some valuable truths. They never 
lose sight of any thing which could, even distantly, benefit the 
profession, but nevertheless they are not infiuenced by any autho- 
rity, and are anxious to remove even the delusive impressions 
of their own fortunate experiences, in order to individuate every 
case minutely and without the least preconception. They are the 
true artiBts of the profession and deserve the name of physicians^ 
in preference to all the others ; though being, from their want of 
implicit self-confidence, and from their contempt of even a refined 
charlatanism, cautious in their prognosis, and incapable of making 
definite promises of cure, they are seldom deservedly esteemed by 
the majority of the public, and enjoy merely the respect and confi- 
dence of its well educated and enlightened minority. 

Hahnemann, as a homceopathist, belongs, if to any, most properly 
to the lowest rank of the second class, or to the rude empirics, not- 
withstanding all the abortive exertions of bis followers to elevate bis 
doctrine to the highest order of rational medicine, and to reflect 
on themselves all the great respect, admiration and gratitude which 
they believe due to him as the eminent reformer in medicine, and 
as the greatest benefactor of mankind. The principal difference 
between Hahnemann and the empirical allopathbts consists in 
his maxim, " simUia simil^ua curantur being the reverse of 
" theirs, contraria amirariis curantur." Both of them, but Hah- 
nemann particularly, are opposed to all reasoning about the causes 
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of diaeaaes, which they consider not only useless but absurd, be- 
lieving that we know nothing about the causes and are thereffMV 
not authorized to form any conjecture or opinion from them. 

As Dr. Hering's " Concise View" is very defective with r^^ard to 
HahnemaQo's exposition of the theory of homrBopathia, we are 
obliged, respecting this aubject, to refer more particularly to Ibh- 
neraann's Organon, and to the diflTereai introductory treatises of 
his large work, entitled, " Reine Arzneymittellekre" or Pure Ma- 
teria Medico, because its six volumes do not contain, like aS works 
on materia medica hitherto known, the physical and medical pro- 
perties of drugs and their application in different diseases, but 
merely the results of his experiments on heattliy persons with 
about siriy simple drugs, many of which are either long since con- 
sidered by the profession as obsolete, or were introduced by him. It 
is almost impossible to follow exactly the track of his intellect, if it 
may be ddted so, on account of the total want of any l(^ca] order 
and coosisteacy, and the many retractions and contradictions 
which we meet with in all his writings. 

Hahnemann himself, by giving to his homoeopathic doctrine the 
sublime name of " nature's law," says, (Organon H 33 et seq.,) 
that he is quite indifferent as to any scientific explanation. The 
very name " homceopathia" and still more his explicit maxim, 
" similia similibus curaaiur," suppose however somethiilg like a 
theory ; and we shall prove by the following extract from hisre- 
marks upon the infallibility of his " new art of healing," that he 
has some theoretical explanations in view, which, in the eyes of his 
adherents, are considered as highly scientific and acute. 

Hahnemann suggests, in different places of his works, and par- 
ticularly in bis Organon, the following theory of his homteopathic 
pathogeny and therapeutics. The vital powers of the human body 
become, by some accident generally unknown, aSected with a na- 
tural disease ; upon this affection, the vital powers react auto- 
matically, either with a force too little and insufficient to remove 
the disease, or in such a clumsy, violent, and noxious manner, like 
the treatment of all allopathic physicians, that the patient must 
either succumb and die, or must bear suiTerings, which, taking the 
place of the first affection, are generally worse than the original 
disease. Nature, unaided by homoeopathic remedies, can seldom 
effect a cure, and much leas can a cure be performed by an allo- 
pathic treatment, which, in hundreds of cases, may fortunately 
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cure only one patieDt. As every disease ie only a dyoKDiicRl 
distetoper of llie vital powers, manifesting ilself by sensations and 
actions, and therefore discoverable only by our senses; and again, 
as tliis corresponds to the symptoms which are caused by the use 
of drugs in healthy persona ; ilie disease cannot only be cured 
by tbis drug, but the latter, administered in a dose, however small, 
or in any degree of dilution, is always stronger, or more powerful 
in its acUon, than the natural disease, and thug the drug always 
possesses more power than is necessary to extinguish the disease- 
4ithi>ugb the original disease is destroyed by ibis extincdm at 
all eventSj still a certaintjuantity of a slight drug-sicknees always 
reoxai/is, which may now be l^ft for its total extinction to tbe vital 
power ; this secures for the pntient a safe, quick and durable recovery. 
If we were allowed the comparison, in regard to a subject which, 
according to some passages in Ilahnemann's work, must be con- 
aideced as immaterial, we should say that the surplus quantity 
of the drug-sickness always left, after it had eztiuguished the 
Datura] disease, appears similar to the margin of a spot overreach- 
LQg by its greaxer size the spat extinguished or covered ; we know 
no belter expression, since he himself always uses the term "ex- 
tinguish," We conclude from this suggestion of Hahnemann, 
which occurs frequently in his writings ^nd in those of his ad- 
herents, that drugs do not act by their matter but by tbe infinite 
power or virtue developed from them; that this power must always 
be considered paramount to the power of the disease, and that it is 
impossible to give loo small a dose of any drug, since the margin 
left by the covering drug could easily be too large to he extinguished 
by the impotent vital power, without which a recovery appears to 
him impo!;e<ible. 

This abstract of Hahnemann's doctrine presents one of the innu- 
merable incousiiitencies with which all his writings abound, and 
which cannot be explained,evea by admitting the maxim itself to be 
correct and his ex|]lanatious to be intelligible, in H5 of bis Oi^anon 
be says, " Great nature herself has for homosopathic instrameots to 
" curediseases, as we have seen, the following statiMiary miasmata, 
" V4Z. : itch, measles and the small-pox, which, as remedies, are 
" much more dangerous and terrible, than the disease to be cured 
" by them, (as small-pox or measles) (h which (as the itch) re- 
" quiie to be destroyed, after having performed their cure ;" and 
in tbe next section § 46, he says, " But see what great advantage 
11 
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" man has over rude Dature'9 accidental events I How many thou- 
" sands of homceopalbic powers to generate diseaseB, are al man's 
" disposal, to aid his fellow brethren by means of drugs which are 
" spread over the whole creation ! In them he possesses the power 
"of making diseases, as various as the innumerable natural dis- 
" eases, conceivable or not, to which he can afford homffinpathic 
" aid. They are morbid powers, the force of which is extinct 
" after the cure, and which require no other mode to extinguish 
" them in turn, like the itch. They are morbid influences, (drugs) 
" which the physician can dilute and divide, until they reach the 
" very frontier of infinity, and the dose of which he can diminish 
"until they are only a httle stronger than the similar natural 
" disease to be cured by them, so that (his unparalleled method 
" requires no violent assault on the organism to cure an old chro- 
" nic and obstinate disease, and the transition from a state of the 
" greatest sufferings to one of perfect health, so much wished for, 
" is easy, imperceptible, and, nevertheless, often expeditious." 
Leaving out of view the palpable nonsense contained in these 
lines, and the rude conceptions which, by a tedious study we 
might possibly derive, that any thing could adhere to the living 
body, aa a hat, a cloak, or coloured spot does to a wall, without 
affecting the vital powers so as to be, partly at least, a product of 
their owa independent action ; we may ask, why, according to 
these statements, cannot nature alone cure the bodily disease 
better, or at least just as well, without the interference of the ho- 
mceopathic drug? If nature is as strong as the drug, then the 
application of the drug is unnecessary for the removal of the symp- 
toms. If nature is stronger than the drug, then she will, if left 
to herself, a fortiori, and much easier than the latter, remove the 
whole disease at once, or a part of it immediately, and the remnant 
aflerwards ako ; just as well, as Hahnemann states, she can re- 
move the remnant surplus of the curing drug -sickness. If the 
drug is stronger than the " miserable and automatically acting 
vital powers," and the latter only strong enough to extinguish the 
surplus always left by the former, as Hahnemann unequivocally 
asserts on pp. 16 and 17 of his Organon ; then we may ask, why 
he does not dilute or triturate his. drugs still more, until it is suf- 
ficiently weak or mild, so as not to leave to the miserable vital 
powers any remnant to remove ? He is thennotobliged totrust to 
the automatically and clumsy acting vital powers such an important 
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t&A, because the infinitely developed drug-virtues at bb disposal 
'Would always enable him to cure his patient in this manner much 
more quickly ; for should the dilution be loo mild to extinguish 
the symptoms and to remove the disease, he would always be at 
liberty, and we should think, it more advisable, to apply again 
another dose of the developed drug-virtue, rather than to risk any 
interference of the allopatfaically and awkwardly acting vital 
powers. If Hahnemann considers this work loo difficult for his vir- 
tues developed from drugs, it is palpable nonsense first to claim for 
the latter a power always absolute and unconditional, and to admit 
immediately afterwards, that this power is checked by such a trifling 
obstacle ! How can it be reconciled with common sense, that the 
vital powers are too weak and insufficient to remove any natural 
disease or its symptoms, be they ever so trifling, without the aid of a 
homoeopathic drug, and nevertheless are powerful enough to re- 
move the remaining part of the drug-sickness which is left after 
the natuiid disease is extinguished 1 Can any one comprehend 
that a power should be capable of overcoming a large obstacle 
and, however, be incapable of removing at the same time a similar 
and comparatively much smaller one ! — Omne majus continet 
in se minus. — Hahnemann despises the living powers of nature so 
much, that he thinks them unable, without the aid of his bo- 
mceopathic drug-atoms to contribute any thing to the cure of 
disease, and yet thinks them energetic enough to remove the much 
stronger disease or symptoms, caused by administering drugs to 
healthy persons ; the drug-sickness being, as he states, stronger than, 
though similar to, the natural one? Is this because the vital powers 
are to l>e considered unimpaired and more energetic in health, 
while in disease they are miserable and weak ? Then it is dif- 
ficult to explain the attack of any natural or drug-sickness in 
health otherwise than by a kind of surprise, a " nise de guerre^ 
of the natural or drug-sickness. In a healthy person there is, 
of course, no symptom to be extinguished, no spot to be cover- 
ed, no disease to be cured ; when a drug is administered, the 
morbid afieclJonis the mere effect of the drug, or the pure unmixed 
drug-sickness ; this being always stronger than the natural dis- 
ease, we would ask : how can the vital powers remove from healthy 
persons the presumed stronger and absolutely acting power of the 
drug after its drug-sickness has become manifest, when they 
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cannot resinl or remove any weaker natural disease, if surprised fay 
it, without homoeopathic aid ? This becomes more evideut by tlie 
following explanation : If we call V the vital power, D the power 
of the drug, and N the natural disease ; D = N and D < Y, would 
make N < V; N < D, according to Hahnemann's general 
proposition, makes, a fortiori, N < V ; hut his assertion N > T 
in a person attacked with a natural disease, nnd T > D in the same 
person when healthy and a drug is applied, would make, a fortiori, 
N > D, contrary to his proposition, or to his cure of N by D, which 
is palpable nonsense. What power removes id healthy persons the 
artificially generated drug-sickness 1 In what disease does it termi- 
Date ? What benevolent miracle or spirilf of the many at the dis- 
posal of the great philosopher, dues here rescue the miserable and 
wantonly " infected" professional martyr from his sufferings which, 
as we should think, must continue till he breathes no more, after 
such an experiment, if he is not released 7 Hahnemann, to be con- 
sistent, must here invoke a <leus ex machlna, or those unfortunate 
persons, whom he has bereaved of their precious health, by sub- 
jecting them to hia baneful experiments, will not recover, until he 
applies another drug as an antidote, which generates another drug- 
Mckness ; but as the same, if not greater, difficulties arise from this 
also, by again extinguishing too little, he must again apply to a new 
antidote, and so again and again, &d infinitum, without ever at- 
taining his desired end. But we find nothing of this mentioned in 
his experiments on his healthy disciples and others ; they were, as 
it appears, all doing very well, after they had presented, for a short 
time, to their great master, the most remarkable mental and otxa- 
nonally also, some physical symptoms of the artificially produced 
dnig-eickaesses, though they were forced to swallow doses of drugs, 
flufilcient to make the most healthy and stout person dangerously 
ill for months; as we shall soon see. On the contrary we find, 
page 313 of the Organon, the following singular suggestion : " Ex- 
" perienoe shows, that the organism of the individual trying the 
*' drugs, becomes, by these repeated attacks upon his healthy 
'* state, more adroit in repelling all attificial and natural morbid 
** nuisances, and grows more hardened against all injury by these 
" moderate self-experiments with drugs. His heaJth will be less 
*' exposed to any alteration, and, according to all experience, he 
" will get more robust." This also is a new and luminous idea, 
which this " great philosopher" leached to the world, hitherto so 
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shoi'l-aighted and i^oraiit aa to believe, lliat every attack ii|ioii 
health and every disease injure the constitution more or lese, 
and that a pei-soti wilt always, in direct propoi tion to )iis inimuntty 
from previous diseases, be leds subject to new attacks from morbid 
influences. But we see tbiu persona are much more subject to a 
relapse of a natural disease, for instance, of intermittent ievnta, 
coughs, i5cc., than if they had never before been affected by tlieni ; 
honncBopathial9,ofcour9e,wiIl say that naturaldisesBesare inflicted by 
the " clumsy and stupid" powers of nature, and have not underfroiie 
such'a high refinement as ** the crude articles" which, by honiteo- 
pathic manipulations, lose all their original matter, " and are no 
" longer possessed of their prejudicial character," (see c. v. p. 14). — 
How great the hopes of longevity to be attained in this easy man- 
ner t Even the poor druggists, who will now soon be ruined men 
altogether, (see Dr. Hering's c. v. page 4), would have been saved 
by Samuel Hahnemann, if his doses of drugs were only a little 
less fanciful, since every one would, of course, be anxious to obtain 
long life and health so easily. 

The opinion hitherto entertained by all men of common ^ense, 
viz: that the surest, safest and shortest way to remove any effect 
is to remove its cause, is much ridiculed and despised by Hahue- 
m.iau and his followers ; " Ce^ante causa, cessat etiani eflectus" 
has hitherto been considered an axiom by all wise men. — " Felix qui 
" rerum potest cognoscere causaB.''( Virg.) — The " old philosopher" 
however, " who boldly penetrated into the mysteries of liature,'' has 
resolvedotherwise, and explains the laws of nature as he under- 
stands them. — Itia true that in order tosubstantlate fully the mean 
ing of this axiom, we should krune the cause. But in most cages 
we cannot, and we must confess that Providence in His infinite 
wisdom and mercy has not thought it beneficial for our happiness 
during our present existence, that we should know any thing cer- 
tain about tlie first cause, and many of its subsequent eflecis, which 
appear to us only as causes, " non enim noa Deus ista sciie sed 
" tantummodo uli voluti,"( Otcero de ZWp.)^To promote our know- 
ledge and improve our intellect, we must therefore adopt in all 
sciences, not based on mathematical calculations, certain more or 
less definite hypotheses which temporally explain best the pheno- 
menain view. Since mankind left the sad period of its infancy, 
men endowed with distinguished intellect and with an ardent zeal 
for truth, have been no longer satisfied with the mere sensual 
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observation of natural phenomena, but have been anxiooB lo 
investigate their causes, in order to deduce therefrom general prin- 
ciples, fio indispenaable to the mental satisfaction and happiness of 
man, and to all pursuits of social life. They were soon conviDced 
that the original causes were and would in most cases atwajs 
remain hidden from them, and they were therefore forced to frame 
such hypothetical explanations of natural phenomena, aa appeared 
to them best adapted to comprise all phenomena belonging to one 
class, and to deduce therefrom general fundamental principles for 
further inveBtigatione. They were well aware that future dis- 
coveries and inquiries might unveil their errors and annihilate their 
hypotheses and conje^ures; but they were also convinced that the 
observation of nalced facts, would not only confine their higher 
intellectual faculties too narrowly, but expose them also to more 
hazard, than if they attempted to find the outlet of the labyrinth, 
without the thread of Ariadne. Thus by accurately and impar- 
tially observing phenomena and conjecturing their causes, a defi- 
nite theory or a syetematical doctrine was gradually constructed ; 
that is, the abstract idea of what is common to all the facts be- 
longing collectively to one class of phenomena, and under what 
circumstances they always or usually happen. Had they acted 
otherwise, and had they merely encumbered their memory with 
innumerable single statements, their experience would have been 
useful only in cases exactly similar to, or mther identical with, 
those remembered by them ; but such an accident might probably 
not happen during many centuries, to whatever class the fact in 
question belonged; and hence all their knowledge would be en- 
tirely useless in every new individual case, if they could not refer 
to genend principles, and if they were forced to abstain from all 
hypotheses in regard to geneml causes. *' Nemo euim alicujus rei 
" naturam in ipsa re felicitec perscrutatur ; sed ampliauda est 
" inquisitio ad magis communia." (Bacon's Org.) — The value of 
any hypothesis, with which even the practical departments of 
mathematical sciences cannot dispense, depends upon the simila- 
rity of the whole mass of facts on which the hypothesis is founded, 
and upon the consistency as well as the facility with which this hy- 
pothesis is applicable to similar new facts. All experiences in regard 
to a fact, though instituted with due precaution against delusions 
of our senses and against errors of judgment, logical conclusions, 
&c., when it does not agree with the hypothesis laid down, materi- 
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ally impturs or destroys ils validity. In 8ome cases some philoso- 
phers approve of one hypothesis, aod otbera of another widely 
different ; although t>ath are derived from minute observations of 
the same natural phenomena, both are equally acute and practi- 
cable, and both equally staud even the test of mathematical calcu- 
lations. This is the case, for instance, with the two hypotheses of 
light: that of emanation adopted by Newton, and that of vibration 
suggested by Euler, which has more advocates at present, in 
consequence of the new interesting discoveries made by the late 
Frauenhofer, by Brewster and others. — Men who adopt tenets, 
prescriptions or results of naked facts, either self-created and ob- 
served, or received with implicit faith from others, without admitting 
the value of minute and repeated impartial investigaltoDs, or of any 
rational theory or hypothesis about the possible causes, degrade 
themselves to the level of common labourers or of credulous fana- 
tics. — We have already mentioned the delusions of inferences 
superficially drawn from facts, and that this is really the case in 
regard to Hahnemann'^ ezperimenls with drugs on healthy per- 
Bone. Had such a course as this been pursued with (he investiga- 
tions in natural sciences, from their origin to the present age, we 
should know but very little or nothing really interesting and useful 
in regard to the laws of nature, the great number of valuable fiicts not- 
withstanding. — Another proof of Hahnemann's total want of sound 
reflection, and of his bhnd adherence to rude empiilcism is seen in 
his combating with so much passion the unmerited credit given to 
him by some of his indulgent opposers, who believed thai he has 
followed some rational principle in adopting the identity of natural 
diseases and of those produced by his experiments on healthy 
persons. In the introductory discoui'se to the third volume of his 
Pure Materia Medica, he says, amongst other remarks of the same 
kind, under the head of " nota bene for my reviewers,'' the follow- 
ing : " Never was the bomceopalhic doctrine inleuded to cure any 
" disease by the saTtie and identical potenz, by which it was gene- 
" rated, — this has been minutely explained to my foolish opposers, 
" already often enough, but as it appears in vain. — No ! it* cures 
" naturally, only by a medicine never accordant with the cause of 
" the disease ; never by an equal poteuz, but only by a medicine 
" capable of producing a similar diseased stale (fymav *atiie,) Do 
" not these people know even how to distinguish equal, (one and 
the same), from simiiar? Ace they altogether bomGeopalhically 
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" (Hcfc by ttte same malady of idiotism ?"— Very true ! ihey deserve 
this €(>ii)|)litneiit from the great genius, wlio up|)ears allopathieally 
flick nf idiMiam.— Hod Hahncmana only Rsuerted that accordlug 
to ri^peated experiments, drugs npphed to healthy persons cause cer- 
Iniii morbid alterations, manifested by definite sympttmis similar to 
those caused by unknown oalural influences ; and that, thererore, as 
tiie former are removed by certain drugs,the latter will also be cured 
by the sctme ; as, Ibr instance, that belladonna produces syroploms 
BJiiiilar to those of scarlutiaa levigata, and that as the fiH'mer are 
mitigated or removed by acids, mercury, or whatever the treatmeut 
may be, tberefore the latter will be cured by the same remedies.* 

■ We beliefs thu, if mnlical piictica «Ter derJTei any idTuitage froni fair triali 
wiih drugs on healibT peraom, it will b« tbia. Ad4 it appeara renaikabla Uiat Hah- 
Menaati, and patticulatlji bi* followera, have not diatiinLl} ihoughl of thii jlaiii and 
reasonable meaning of [be eigirpuioa, " similia liiiiilibui curantur," whicb, if simplj 
tranalated, aignlfiea oaly, tbat diteaso wbicb are aJniiliir to each olbar will be cuTed 
bf limilar remediei. RJtiona] medicine baa bitherlo, in tacae rasjiecta, followed a 
■imilar course in some diseases ; thus il pays no regard to the abape, caloar, duialton, 
rctoBt, Aj-.. of minj chrOBii- Piaulheisatoui diseases, which prpsentsomuijr Tarietit^a 
and shsdes; but aaks, whether it originates from a ajphilitie, acropbuloua or otber in- 
feclioii ; and if none at (beic eanees can ba aacsTtainsd, such remedial ate admi- 
nistersd aaprOTo generallf aseful iadiaeaaea oftha reiiroductive ajatein, attended bj 
chronic cutaneous eruptions. So too the rational physieiaa will prescribe the aame 
reinsdiea in fary diHarealblenon-baeas, aa in phthisis pitnitoaa, chronic mucoa* diarr- 
hoa, &a.; coUTincad, bj experience, oflheir salular; effect in one species, he will try 
theta iu similar ones, without snj other racommendatiDn, when no special cause is 
fauod to praiail; since be nill reasonably conjecture, from the anatomical structure, and 
Uio physiological funi^iiona of all the mucous membranes, that a remedy, n^ich is 
useful in one apecisa of blanorrhiaa will be so in another, aad tbat in this ratpecl, ^ael, 
chronic moeous bronchitis, the rhronic afTeitiODB of the large iniestines consequent 
on cholera, &c., are aiinilar. Hahnemaan's iutetpretation ol aimilia aimilibua euran- 
liir, would neirar have occurred to any intelligent inau, and much less to an Albeitua 
HalJer. If this great man recommends trials with simple drugs on healthy pertona, 
in saying, in the preface to the Pharmaeo)icaia Helvetica, Baai], lT71,p. IS, " Neni|M 
" priuiutn in corpora sano mudela lentanda est, sine perei(rina ulla miacela," he did 
ao with the same views as those which, muCutis mubindis, led htm to inalitule so 
uiaBf cruel diisaclioiii of Uviui; animala : well knowing that tlieie could neier be 
directly useful lii the troatmeni of disBHees, he made them for highly iniereming phy- 
siological purpoaea, which have largely, though indirectly, cnntribuiad to promote 
practical medicine. Be likewiae recommended trials with simple drugs on healthy 
persons, certainly not in the sense of homceopathia, but merely because he Ihouglii, 
a« does etery judiciou* phy«iciaD. thai if made with care, Ihey may contribute lotbow 

rticulireSects of many drugs, which may lead mdirectly to some results valuable 
the cure of diseases ; as many would try some newly discoTercd plant or other 
■sabittnee In learn whether it eontaina wholeaome nouriahment, or some medical 
property which may be successfully used in eitraordinary cases, sccording to the 
principle contrariaconlrariia curaolur, otio any other one: for instance, should such a 
sabatance, produce costiveness or increase the appetite in healthy persons: it may 
also alleviatsor cure n chronic diarrhma or dyspepsia. The history of medicine proves 
that the healing art in its infaocy baa eieluaively followed this mode. No one but 
a man partial tor extraordinary absurdities would fancy, tbat the intimate connection 
between cause and effect, everywhere confirmed by the laws of the htnan ioMlleet 
•od of nature, would be suspended in man, justly ci 
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Hb doctrine might not have eesentialty suffered by such a 
iheory, but might have appeared to rest at leaet upoD eome rational 
connexion between cause and effect; and therefore, if otherwise 
not contradicted by minute and impartial experiments sufficiently 
repeat£d, would have appeared less absurd, and perhaps would 
have led to some valuable practical results. But what confidence 
can any one, not prepossessed by implicit faith in the dictates of 
otb«rs, place in a doctrine which teaches, contrary to commoo 
sense and experience, that the similarity between two cases shall 
form a leading principle for practice, so as to use the cause of one 
effect for destroying another effect, seemingly similar in its symp- 
toms, but evidently produced by a totally different cause? We see 
nothing of this in . nature. Two cubes, spheres, or bodies of 
any other shape, and which may consist of very different 
Hubelances, cannot only be geometrically similar, but identical io 
all their dimensions ; and nevertheless their reciprocal relations, 
or those toward a third body, may vary very much or be diame- 
trically opposite ; the one, for instance, may be of glass, and the 
other of gold. The isomorphical formations of many minerals, 
lately demonstrated by Professor Mitscherlich, alBerhn, prove that 
the principal characteristics obvious to our senses in these cases, as 
cohesion, colour, crystallization, &c- may be quite identical in two 
or more minerals, although chemical analysis proves them to be 
widely different from each other, in the absolute as well as relative 
condition and proportion of their integral parts. Nature presents 
to us, on the other side again, many isomerical substances, in which 
the chemical analysis can find, neither a qualitative nor a quanti- 
tative difference of their constituent parts, although tlieir external 
characteristics are quite dissimilar. Who would, for instance, judge, 
from their external appearance, that a diamond and a piece of 
charcoal, or graphite, of the same size, are the same in the eyes of 
the modern analytical chemist ; and who but a Newton could have 
predicted, from optical reasons, the combustibility of the diamond, 
almost a century before Lavoisier proved it by his experiuients ! 
Many plants, although very similar to each other, according to 
the natural and artificial systems of botany, differ widely in (heir . 
action on the living anima) body, and probably also in their 
constituent parts ; as, for instance, the different species of Sola- 
num. If therefore the laws of nature are more simple in minerals 
than in plants, in tliese more so than in the lower classes of aui- 
13 
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majs, and 90 on gradually until we arrive at the most compound 
and perfect orgtuiizatioo <^ man, whose exislence depends partly 
on the immaterial world of ideas and feelinge ; and if, neveithe- 
lesB, in the lowest of this series of bodies and beings, we meet with 
on external similarity not corredponding with the real causes of 
their true characteristics, by which the certainty of any oonclusion, 
from their similarity upon their causal identity, could be justified 
beforehand : how much less probable must it be, a priori, that the 
mmilarity of symptoms, generally observable under very difTereat 
conditions, in man, could admit of any eatisbctory conclusion, aa 
to the similarity or identity of their causes also ? Such superficial 
and totally nnphiloeophical conclusions have always led, and vnU 
atill lead, if admitted, to the most erroneous conceptions ; which, 
in their practical a^^tication, must unavoadably impair oar own 
happiness and that of our fellow-men. ThtM we should soon wit- 
ness the greatest injustice and foolish mistakes, if ever Lav^ePs 
physiognomical or Gall's cranioscopical observations, should in the 
least influence our manner of educating, or our criminal jurispru- 
dence, because they rest on true and highly interesting facts, which 
however have likewise led to very unphiloeophical conclusions. 

The symptomatica) Ueatment of diseases has therefore always 
been considered by the enlightened profession as very delusive and 
uncertain, since difierent causes may present the same symptoms, 
and vice versa; hence it is still adopted principally by the uneducated 
and rude empirics, and is used by talented phyeicians ooly in urgent 
cases, where the [H^vious cwiditiMis and influences cannot be mi- 
nutely ascertained, and where the causes of alarming symptoms 
being unknown, dependance must be placed on the majority of ex- 
periences on record, in which definite prescriptions were siicceBsfully 
applied under certain prevailing symploms. This mode is seldom 
considered by rational physicians as affording more than a tem- 
porary relief; since frequently by removing the symptoms, the 
disease itself is increased by increasing its cause, and by producing 
all the great injuries of an indirect treatment. We may justly 
assert that the mere symptomatic treatment has hitherto arrested 
the progress of Uie healing art, and has frequently elevated the 
less talented and less learned physician over bis better educated 
^nd conscientious colleague in the eyes of the pubhc, as they from 
pardonable ignorance rely more on the immediate and palliative 
temporary relief than on the less showy but preventive and radical 
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treatment of true rational medicine. Thus for instance, in Blee[K 
lessneas and delirium, caused by genuine inflammatoij' cerebrcd 
initatioQ, opium will perhaps subdue these prominent and also 
alarming Bymptoma; but unquestionably either the disease itself 
will increase to a fatal issue after a short relief, or it will cause, 
particularly in children, wat^r in the bndn, or a chronic and in- 
curable nervous debility, vhich ia often observed after a eeemiug 
recovery has lasted for weeks or monibs. Hence a judicious phy- 
sician will seldom prescribe such remedies as are only calculated to 
subdue a (H'ominent symptom, in cases where there ia any hope <^ 
a rational treatment, although the palliative method is often desired 
by the patient or bis relatives, from prejudices originating in the 
rude empiricism of many doctors. We may with propriety com- 
pare such treatment to that of many intellectual and moral fiiults, 
where cmceseions made from temporary necessity or other minor 
reasons, are also only of temporary avail, and rather promote the 
commission of greater wrongs, though the latter would be best 
prevented by a cure perhaps more protracted, but radical in render- 
ing the individual sensiUe of his wrong. Empirics unaMe to con- 
jecture the causes of the symptoms, adhere generally to those which 
they have learned by heart, and if they accidentally meet with 
symptoms which they do not remember, or which are not contained 
in their text-books, they are at a loss how to begin with the patiem. 
To this search for symptoms, which must not be confounded with 
the indispensable study of ration^ diagnosis, we owe principally 
the anxious desire of the profession lo enlarge the yet superabun- 
dant stock of medicines, since if an empiric accidentally suc- 
ceeds in removingasymptomalready known, or recently discovered 
by him, he at once obtrudes a new remedy on the profession, with 
all the emphasis of a highly important discovery ; this however 
is soon forgotten, as it generally fails in cases seemingly identical. 
The mere symptomalic or indirect treatment of diseases ia 
the cause of all quackery in medicine, as a certain simple or 
compound drug is generally recommended from in^ronce or low 
interest, for a certain number of symptoms termed collectively 
by some technical name. And by this also the multitude of 
our voluminous works on materia medica and special therapeutics 
witn idl their minuteness and with their shining splendour of ex. 
tensive learning, very few excepted, have hitherto retained, only 
upon It larger sctde, all the irrational and motley featuresof similar 
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Met works, wliich led the mere em|>iric to do more evil thnn 
good to (he itiKKs of liis patieiili^. — We are well aware that the 
symptomatic treatment of tlie homcpopatliic doctrine is very diflerent 
from the one hitherto so termed, since it pretends always to rest 
not only on one or more symptoms, but on their minute similarity 
with the symptoms of the drug-sick nesa, and poys do regard to the 
name of the disease. Hahnemann's general objections against the 
nomenclature of diaeases, in many perls of his works, are to some 
extent correct, as no individual cose of any disease will resemble 
exactly tlie minute description of it, as given in any catalogue or 
system of nosology ; but he is very wrong in asserting that in 
thb the great mistakes of allopathic medicine principally consist, 
and his anxious warnings to his discijiles (see Organon § 75) 
never to use the customary language of tlie older schools, in 
regard lo distinct names, but always to say, "a kind of dropsy, a 
kind of typhus fever, &.c." are exceedingly puerile and ridiculous. 
The desci-iptions contained in nosological systems, are the abstracts 
of many close observations, made by the profession for centuries, 
and, if correct, are to be considered similar to the ideal of the artist, 
which is likewise the abstract of many individualities, seldom or 
never exactly occurring in one person. Uotli are very valuable, 
although the physician in a Bi)ecial case, as well aa the artist who 
wishes to obtain a true likeness, would never gain the desired end, 
-without minutely referring to the individual case. It would be 
impossible for any systematical Qosologict to describe the genera, 
species and the innumerable varieties of diseases, on accouut of 
the multifarious combinations of the symptoniij. The pluu 
hitherto followed by them v/aa iulended simply lo teach this branch 
of practical medicine systematically ; their works aie only glossa- 
ries of the profession, by which pliysicians can ^peuk of its objects 
in intelligible and brief terms. Nojudiciuiis physician will consider 
the case before hun only with regard to the name given in his 
nosological text-book, whether tlie description of it, theie presented, 
be similar lo the case or not ; ho will always recur lo the principles 
of physiology, general pathology and therapeutics, the only true 
and safe resources of all rational Ueatmenl:* he will use the 

* We cnndidly confcBa, that ainouf; lliouaancla or paticiilii Piitrunlcil lo our cne, 
we have aeldom been able to timne a iliavHae, tlistiiictlycon'utiiHiiidiii^lOFinj'nOBolugj 
ot W its popular name, lliough paliunlBBiid llipir reblives are Iroijuraily iiiofe Hnxioim 
about the iiime of the ciijoasB tlisn .iboul tlif cure, und lUe rslalivpt ,«(■ uftim bolter 
nlieGml with thai pbyaiowii, whose (i»tii;ntUicd,pto\id«l tm bad pivcii lo the iliBraae- 
a aunt, tbta with him, whose iixtieut recuvi'icd, but who bud not luiiued the (lisuiue ; 
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shorlegt and most suitable t«rms, merely to avoid the tedious and 
useless Diioute descriptiouj beloDging to monograpbies or to ac- 
curate accounts of interesting and complicated rare cases. . I'he 
contempt of all nosoli^cal terminolt^y by Hahnemann and his ad- 
lierente evidently does not promote medical knowledge in the 
least; it checks the prepress of the profession by increasing the difr 
ficulties of scientific discussion, and it makes, of course, no diffe- 
rence, if a mistake be made in the diagnosis of an individual case, 
whether a name may have been given to it or not-' The great 
evils which always arise from the abuse of nosological systems may 
be regarded as additional proofs, how little advantage can be de- 
rived from symptoms, and that the reliance upon the causes or 
upon a judicious eetiology, derived from a minute anamnesis, 
offer by far the surest aid to medical practice. It is also true, that 
the inconveniencies mentioned, arising from the mere reliance on 
symptoms, are not peculiar (o the bomceopathic maxim, " similia 
similibus curantur," but almost in the same de^ee also to the 
opposite maxim, ■' contraria contrariis curantur," since both refer 
only to the relation between symptoms aad their appropriate m^ 
dicineg, both avoid all close rational investigation into the causes 
of the diseased state, and both neglect the truth, that in the nar- 
row compass of our senses, one and the same cause, acting in 
different diseases, may produce different symptoms, and one and 
the same symptom may arise from different causes. If, therefore, 

doctors are, iheiefore, from prudence, seldom at b Iobe Id give a name. — Indeed, it 
■eema vsry remarkable to a physician, who has studied men during his long practical 
career, how utterly ignorant laymen in general are in regard to medicine, although 
most of then, who would nol interfere with the bugiDeaB of the loneat mechanic, 
profeis to knon minutely what belotigs to (he healing art : tbey will not be satisfied 
unloBB they see signa and wonders elicited by the bold treatment of the doctor. Should 
the doclor not prescribe large bleedings, powerful, erne lice, cathartics, leechea, epii- 
paatics, blisters, and similar remedies, Ihe effects of which are palpable, thej would 
question his talents more, even if ihe patient recovered, than Ihey would if he died, after 
every remedy which ihey knew had been prescribed. In what order tbe doclor waa 
pleased 10 employ the whole apparatus of bis art, is of lesa or no consequence, al- 
though none of them would bo contented with the builder, who would apologise for 
his ignorance, in putting at Ihe lop of the building what belongs to ths loundalion, and 
vice versa, by pointing out among its ruins, all the integiai parts of a durable edifice. 
Theuaands of human lives would bu preserved annually, and many be spared the suf- 
ferings arising from bad trealment, if the public would abstain from all interference 
with an art, for which the hfe and assiduous study of many centuries would be too 
shoTt, and if, after becoming acquainted with the vasteilent of the healing art, and 
with the many requisites of its true and faithful lemnts, they would rather amply 
provide for and insist upon a thoroughly classical and professional education and 
upon rigorous public eiaminations of their physicians, before these are intrusted 
with the lives and health of so many. Then also, but only then, Ihe profesaion viobM 
be elevated to that dignity and enjoy that respect which it so justly deserves, »nd 
then would ii be no more necessary to combat ouch a anpetstitious doctrine as homcEo- 
puhia, because like all rude empiriciain and quackery, il could riot exist for oue day. 



i:,Goo>^Ic 



94 

the latter or the maxim termed, "aniipatliic " or " enanihiopatbic," 
by l-lahiiemaim, ia declared false by him, it fuUowe from tliie 
point of view, that the homtsopatbic maxim is bo likewise. Ab- 
Btracied from further objectioDi, which we shall eodeaTOuc to ex- 
plain ml arriving at the third maxim of botnceopathio, the an- 
tipatliic maxim might easily be proved to be far more consistent 
with the general laws of nature and the human intellect particu- 
larly, although it is evident that, from ita nature, its relative greater 
correctness cannot be ascertained by the tests of experiments on 
healthy persons. The medical literature of every century, since 
the beginning of the healing art, abounds in cases in fovour of 
the maxim, coatraria conlrariis curantur; how few in compari- 
son with these are the inataaces quoted by HahnemaoD in favour 
of his doctrine, from the same sources, which, even if his quotaticHis 
were correct, would not be in his favor, aad much less now af^r 
he has altered and distorted them. Who, inclined to trust on such 
important subjects, merely to the majority and validity of autho- 
rities, would therefore hesitate f<a a moment to prefer the antipathic 
maxim? If Hahnemann was even guilty of being coneiatent, every 
one would allow that he has imprudently furnished (o his op- 
posers the strongest weapons against himself, by quoting instances 
of cures, from the oldest records of the profession down to tbe 
present century : not only because he asserts thai the true heaiing 
art has not existed before him, (see Organon, preface) but also 
because these cases prove at a glance, that ttot one was ever treated 
in his manner, if we only reflect on his and their doses of drugs, 
may one or theother or both be considered,comparativeIy, immensely 
large or small. Who, but an idiot, would consider it an argument, 
that Uie power of the man^ billionth part of one grain must prove 
immensely great, because a drachm of the same substance has son te- 
timee ahown some similar but much smalW effects, or vice versa? 
It would appear, at least, much more prudent for him, to take do 
notice of such records, which are otherwise so useless in hie eyes, 
and to let homoaopathia rest on its own intrinsic worth, if he did 
not intend to influence the weak-minded by learned quotations. 

Hahnemann's singular conceptions of the manner in which 
homoeopathic drugs act, is so intimately connected with hia 
maxim about the doses of his simple drugs and their developed 
virtues, that we should be more guilty of repetitions than we are 
already, in consequence of his multiplied contradictions, if we did 
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not leave a part of this discussicMn also, until we have arived at 
the third maxim of hom(B<^thia, which cotupriaea all its maxims 
together. We feel, however, obliged to add a few pertinent re- 
marks about the maxim, eimilia similibus curantur, to vindicate 
our aaseiticm, that the maxim opposite to his, corresponds still more 
to the laws of nature and to the human understanding. Hahne- 
mann, justly opposed to alt corpuscular action of drugs in 
the cure of diseases, says, in his introduction to the second vo- 
lume of his Materia Medica, on page 13, under the head of 
" Spirit of the Homoeopathic Doctrine :" — " But tt is evident, that 
" medicines, acting in a heterogeneous or aliopathte manner, with. 
" the intention to produce other symptoms in a hetdthy person, 
" than tboee of the disease to be cured, cannot, according to the 
'" nature of the subject, be either suitable or salutary, but must 
" act in an oblique direction ; otherwise every disease would be 
" cured quickly, safely, and durably, by any medicine ever so dif- 
" ferent, which would forma direct contradiction (bootradictionem 
" in adjecto), because every drug possesses an action difFerenl from 
" oU others, and every disease geaerates, by the eternal laws of 
" nature, a distemper deviating from other similar ones, and this 
" would involve the impossibility of a good success, since every 
" change can only be produced by its appropriate cause, and not 
" per quamlibet causam. And thus it is also confirmed by daily 
" experience, that the vulgar medical practice of preecribiitg 
" in diseases motley recipes of unknown medicines, produces se- 
" veral etfects, but, least of all, cure." — Let him, who can, under- 
stand this gallimatla ; although iiiithfully translated, we confess 
we cannot! — The only sound inference which may be drawn 
from this explanation, as well as from the above mentioned mode, 
in which we are told that the homceopathic drug extinguishes 
the symptoms of the disease, and by this the latter itself, is, that 
Hahnemann considering in other places hie virtues developed from 
drugs as acting like infinite beings, spirits, &c., alludes here to the 
grossest mechanical ootions. It is impossible to comprehend why, 
if his propositions were not cwrect, it must follow that a drug 
" must act in an oblique manner," and why otherwise " every 
" disease would be quickly, safely and durably cured?" It would 
appear to follow therefrom, that he admits, contrary to his whole 
doctrine, that two directions are left for the cure of all diseases, 
viz., one from before, and another from behind. In following 
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this ridiculous explanations of HahnemaDn, tve ebould think it 
evideai that aa any mechanical power, which counteracts another, 
can act neither in a direction parallel to the first, nor in the same 
direction behind it, but either in an opposite or in an oblique di- 
rection, these last will check the original power according to their 
r^ative degrees; the oUique, howerer, according to the power 
resulting from the two originally couDteracting powers, in conse- 
quence of the knowa physical law of the diagonal direction in 
the parallelli^rain of two forces. 

Hahnemann extending hie reform, or rather his creation of the 
genuine healing art most graciously, not only to the whole class of 
diseases called bodily, but also to those called rnentai, and alluding 
to the latter in many places of his works says, (see Materia Medica, 
Vol. II., page 23,) " . . . . ia the same manner the melancholy 
" girl would, in her solitude, afterwards be sunk in still deeper 
" affliction, about the death of her friend, if she should have been 
" enlivened for a few hours, only pallialively, by a gay party, 
" because this influence was only contrary, enantiopathic" Ac- 
cording to this old philosopher, " who boldly penetrates still deeper 
" in the mysteries of nature," (see Dr. Hering, 1. c. p. 13,} we have 
to look also for a great reform in the treatment of all mental affec- 
tions, and consifitent with his wise inference just quoted and 
selected from similar ones, it would not for instance, be advisable to 
console a sorrowful and deeply afflicted lady, who had just suddenly 
lost her beloved husband, by telling her the glad tidings that her 
dear and only son, whom she had long considered as dead, had 
happily arrived. No ! God forbid ! to risk such an allopathic or 
rather antipathic mode which might kill her, as such remedies 
always do ; better to invent, and to tell her some additional great 
misfortune; that will unquestionably console her more and dispel 
all danger of a meutal derangement ; it will make her feel quite 
happy and cheerful, because it is a homoeopathicremedy, a simile, 
" O ! sancte Apollo qui umbilicum terrarum obtines !" 

In order to do suminary justice to the homieopathic maxim, 
similia similibus curantur, and if possible to sustain its correctness, 
we shall advocate it for a few moments in the sense of its author, 
and admit that it may accord with the law of nature, that of 
causes and their effects, which are so intimately connected, that one 
cannot change without a simultaneous change of the other, and 
that therefore as the elTects conslilute the symptoms, an implicit 
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reliance on Cbese symptoms is^ not only osefnl, but quite sufficient 
for medical treatment It would be leasonable to suppose that tho' 
least changes of the causes must naturally produoe corresponding 
changes of their effects. Hahnemann in support of this proposi- 
tion of his doctrine, concerning the great value of symptoms in 
general, could have cited a great many natural phenomena, which 
confirm the abstract correctness of this proposition. From different 
instaocesofthat kind, wemaysdect from natural philosophy a mo- 
dern interesting one, viz. the polarization of light, which has been, 
so much improved by the ingenious and learned Brewster. It led 
to the presumption that ihere might still exist a<difference, how- 
ever small, in the proporiion of the constituent parts of some sub- 
stances, hitherto considered chemically alike ; and indeed minute 
chemical analyses, instituted on account of the difference in the 
polarization of light, by these substances have confirmed it. But if 
we consider the immense multitude of organs and parts of the 
human body, each of which may present a symptom to the close 
observer, independent even of the mental functions, which we 
never shall be able to refer with any probability to single organs and 
parts; if we reflect on the immense number of symptoms which 
naturally arise by their various combinations, as depending on the 
primary and sympathetica! afiections of all these systems^ organs 
and parts ; could we discern minutely with our imperfect senses 
one single case in praxi ? We answer, no ; even if the age of 
Melhusaleh were granted to the physician and his patient. Th« 
combined actions of all the parts of the living body, caused by the 
constant influence of external agents, both of which are oonlinuatly 
varying, would preclude still more the correctness of allconclusiona 
for the next moment, fts the appearance of the disease may in all 
{H-obability then b« again totally altered from what it was a few 
moments before. No physician can isolate his patient and perform 
experiments upon him,, as he would do if investigating a topic 
of natural philosophy, &c. The most ample experiments of this 
kind repeatedly instituted by the philosopher with the greatest care 
and accuracy, and aided by the numerous modern improvements in 
philosophical instrumenlBj are frequently insnfSoient to protect him 
agalnet errors and mistakes; how much less then urn the physician 
whohas to contend with bo many and sogreat obstacle^ rely with cer- 
tainty on his experiments at the bedside of his patient, without such 
ample means at hvs disposa.1 ? With all th.? har^'b^ajned nonsense- 
13 
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of HahDsnuuio, aweitiog that bouKsopathic drugs alooe act t^t9- 
bitelp and imconditionaUjf, do sot common sense and experi- 
ence claim also for the imnwDse multitude of agents in all Bur- 
rounding nature, at least a little viore to excite the same coud- 
ler>and-afier-actioD8 which he claims for his infinite atoms? Arc 
all men, independent of the diflTerences in their features, stature, 
ike, formed so much alike, that we can rely with any certainty 
upon synptonu 1 Is there not something peculiar in the conatruc- 
tkw of the different organs, in their situation, dtc^ whicb though 
perh^ of no great influence dwing health, may produce ia the 
diseased state, symptoms quite different from those established by 
the homceopatbic symptomatology, if we even could admit ite 
correctness ? And as we nerer see two men with exactly the same 
features, and much less two whose lives are attended with similar 
incidents, may we not also, a priori, expect the same disease in 
one person to present very different symptoms from those in another; 
and that paxlicularly in chronic diseases, many symptoms termed, 
from their predominance, pathognamtmieal, are often observed only 
when the local affection ia so severe, that Uie curs is frequently 
^most beyond the control of the art? How di&rent and delusive 
are the symptoms in the d^ereni organic and functional diseases 
of the heart, as stated by many most distinguished and trustworthy 
modern authors ! Two great physicians. Burns and Abernelhy, 
have observed in post mortem exaoMnations the'greateat abnormal 
formations in the heart, the one however mostly without the least, 
the other almost always with prominent, symptoms during life. 
Percussion tf the chest, which was mentioned by Hippocrates, was 
again introduced and much improved for practical purposes about 
seventy years since, by Au«ibrugger, a German, and was carried 
to great perfection, by combining immediate with mediate auscul- 
tation, by the great French physician, Laennec, and many of 
bis distinguished countrymen, for the minute diagnosis of the 
different deformities and other morbid affections of the heart, the 
lungs and other parts. How much have the many symptoms 
' diciled by all these valuable experiments, contributed to point out 
with certainty the real state of the body during life, or to improve 
the treatment of the correspohding diseases? Tery little to the 
one and nothing to the other.* 

* NolwithituidiDg chsK great impra> 
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'Moreover, it would alone require the close atudy of many years, 
% very sharp hearing, and an uncommonly good memory, in order 
to distinguish correctly ,'_by the stethoscope, pleasimeter, and similar 
modern implements, the difTerent sounds of pectoriloquy, legopho- 
ny, garguoillemeot, etc. io the various diseases of the chest; and 
when, as is generally the case, two or more of these sounds are 
combined together, one shade of a sound might prevent the per- 
ception of the other, and by rendering the experiment illusive, 
leave the treatment as uncertain as it has been heretofore : nay, 
perbaps still more so, since, as we have sometimes witnessed, phy- 
sicians, prejudiced by such a scrutiny, have considered cases as ab- 
solutely hopeless, which have afterwards been cured. Frequently 
these highly valuable modes of inquiry contribute only to the char- 
latanism of doctors, who, anxious to show by them that they are 
not behind modern i^coveries, nm about with their stethoscope, 
pleasimeter, etc. under their arm, and apply them with a gmve 
face, as if they could hear the grass grow by them ; and then pro- 
nounce a Altai progno^ with such an unconditional certainty and 
selfconfidence, as if they possessed the very means of weighing 
minutely ttie living powers of nature in their remotest recesses ; 
and if the relatives of the patient trust their prophesy and follow 
their advioe to use nothing but trifiing domestic medicines and to 
despair, it will be also fulfilled. 

How frequently is the practitioner misled by symptoms, consi- 
dered as pat ht^nomoQ leal, in diseases of the abdomen ; and meets, 
in post mortem examinations, with defects and deformities never 
anticipated during life * The same is the case with the many dis- 
eases of the brain, an organ which ou^ sensual age, so poor in ele- 
vated rconceptions of true philosophy and poetry, and so rich in all 

dtias of Europe und America to an alarmiog extent. Tliui, in New Yock. iccording 
to the pablic teparti, the number of such cases hae increased^ within four years, bom 
ei^tesn to apwarrls of thirtj-six weeldj; in locreiueofR hundred per cenl.; whereu 
within the Bame period, the populuion his increased, at the most, only ten per cent. 
We predict that the ratio will incieaae etill more, as sll chronic diseases do, which 
depend on d syphilitic, scropbulonB, tubercular, &e. isfection, such as csBoer, dcthi 
(interitis, abdominal cunsutnptiun, fu:. Hundreds whose hves could have been BBicd, 
will fall Tjctima to these diseases, and particularly to pulmonary consumption, if the 
faults in the physical and pgycbical education, the carelessness of the public and of the 
profession, in regard to its prerentioti and treatment, are not remedied; but abote all, 
if the mniderouB mode of difiusing the sporious and contamtnated cow-poi should 
continae. 

* "Subtilitas natuiB subtilitstem sensna et intellectut mullis pirt^bas saperal." 
(F. Bacon'a Orgaoon.) In post mortem oiaminations we have found both lungs lery 
much dieeased, iu eases which presented nosyniptome of pulmonary affection during 
life, and hSTs read of InitKnces where both kidneys were tolallj destroyed and chang- 
ed into large bladders, filled also with sharp-angled calculi, ajid yet the orine was 
neither considerably soppreaaed nor much changed in character. (See Lebkuechner's 
Report, in Hed. CorrespondeDi Bl. d. Wuertsmb. Aentl. VerelDS, 1834, No. 7.) 
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<ttlie cominon-|ritw:e results of a flat and prosaic materialiBtD, tneA 
miDutely to coDoect with the fuactioDs of the liuiuan mind aad its 
various morbid affections ! Would those who, in our timcj always 
merely rely on the palpable, ever have expected, from the symp- 
loma obvious in lunatics, that, in some of ihem, no other deviation 
from the he^tby state has been found, but a more or less perpen- 
dicular direction o( the transverse colon ; a part, as it appears, so 
little ccMmected with tbe functioes of the human brain. This re- 
itaoxk was first made upwards of seventy years ago, by Pyl, a disr 
tingaished German author on le(;aln)edicine,find has recently been 
-coofirmed by the celebrated KsqukoL Many large and interesting 
volumes have been written, for almost half a century past, on the 
syiupUtme of the different states of the brain after external violence, 
in order -to ascertain where trepanning is or is not indispensably 
required ; «Bd yet nearly the same uncertainty prevails with re- 
gard te the most contradictory statements of symptoms. We ob- 
serve almost daily instances recorded in smrgical periodicals, where 
trepanning {>roved fatal, after having been instituted according to 
(the modern «dvice, never to neglect it in cases the least doubtful, 
whether the skull is much broken, depressed, etc., or not, and we 
know cases of depression, fractures,&c., much more desperate, which 
were cured without any surgical aid, merely by a long continued, 
tigoTous antiphlc^tic treatment. 

If such obscurities in respect to symptoms still exist in r^ard 
to the principal organe (4 the human body, after all the minute 
observations, at the bedside ae well as in post mortem examina- 
tions, how much Jess can we rely on symptoms relating to parts of 
less impoi-tanoe or of less intimate connection with the wbole body; 
how much less«an we rely on those symptoms which rest mostly 
upon feelings so exceedingly illusive, aod still less if they are founded 
upon novel observations, avowedly made for by far too short a time 
for any poative result in such subjects, and reported by a man so 
little trustworthy as Hahnemann has proved himself to be? Do 
we further not sometimes observe very remarkable deviations in 
-nations almost^jacent to each other, which although of no material 
importance for rational medicine, would however be important in 
■legard to the strictness seemingly required by the homoeopathic 
symptomatology ? Tiius, Roseimiueller has found by his many 
'<li9sections, in the commencement of the revolutionary war between 
France and the Allied Powers, that many individuids of the 
western and southern nations of Europe, possess two or more ^nall 
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laftdilioaal ^leens, whereas the northern and eastern nations havC 
but one. So is it also well-known, that the fOTmer are more affected 
by one kind of tape-worm, (Tteuia lata, Brems.) the northern and 
eastern by another (Tfeaia cucurbitina.) If it be so indispensable for 
the never failing homceopathic treatment, (see Organon from 5S 77 
to 92,) and Dr. Hering <p. 22, 1. c.) to know minutely the external 
place of the complaint, whether the symptoms appear on the right 
■et lefl limb, it would seem of much greater importance to know 
-the abnormal situation and formation ol one or more important 
organs, which as above stated, are frequently observed in post 
mortem examinations only, although no symptoms whatever ex- 
isted previously during life. According to the great worth claimed 
by homceopathists for their minute symptomatology, how could 
they, consistently answer for their treatment, if a patient dies and 
presents to them in a post mortem esamination, as many instances 
are on record, the tiital defect or a surplus of parts on which de- 
pended a considerable portion of their sympton[k3? But with all their 
great respect for " trifles and unheard of niceties,* the proceedings 
of the homoeopathists, even with regard to symptoms, are so de- 
fective and strange that, excepting the immense number of sin- 
gular feelings, it appears almost as if the human body were in 
their eyes hollow like a polypus or a volvox globator, offering only 
a surface to the superficial observer. We have at least been unable, 
in the vast multitude of their symptoms, which often amount to 
upwards of a thousand for one drug, to discover proper remarks of 
the necessity of doeely investigating the functions of the re^" 
piratory, digestive and other highly important organs by minutely 
examining their morbid excrementitious matters, the expecto- 
rated mucus or pus, the urine, dec, though these signs are ex- 
tremely important in the diagnosis of many diseases : thus a 
knowledge of the chemical condition of the urine is indispensable, 
in order to ascertain in lithiasiB, whether phosphate of lime, uric 
acid, or what other matter predominates, so as not to increase the 
disease from ignorance, instead of alleviating it. Are not these data, 
at least, as valuable as what Dr. Hering thinks iTiiporiani mi- 
nutely to examine " a small wart of long standing upon the right 
'" cheek," a " weakness of the right ankle," or a " proneness of the 
" same to frequent sprains," (see 1. c. p. 22), &c., or as Hahne- 
mann's large catalogue of feelings, many of which are newly 
icreated by him only to satisfy his and Hs disciples' most extrava- 



icvGooi^Ic 



102 

gaHt &ocy, and which are even to the German often so strange, 
that scarcely any one can form a clear conception of them? The 
hom<eopathical symptomatology, according to its many and great 
requisites, must be, of course, entirely inapplicable, when the pa- 
tient has only one foot or arm, and those persons crippled in 
birth or by accident, are also so unfortunate, as to be excluded, 
when sick, from all the " great blessings" of this " new art of 
" healing," since hitherto do experiments with drugs have been 
instituted with such persons. The high value which homtBopa- 
thists ascribe to the most subtle shades of symptoms, the names 
of which require the minutest acquaintance with the German 
language, (some of Hahnemann's expressions are foreign to this 
and to every language,) must render the large collection of drug- 
and disease-symptoms comprehendble only by Germans, who 
have studied, or rather learned by heart homceopathia for years. 
Thus the ridiculous opinion, that a physician can be skilful only 
in his own country, and must be considered in a foreign land in- 
ferior to a native, may he be ever so superior in professional edu- 
cation, talent, experience, &c., is indirectly advocated by homoiopa- 
thia ; though this opinion is excusable only in a man destitute of 
general scientific education, however distinguished be might be as 
an editor, poet, dec. For a man of a good general education should 
be suflSciently acqumnted with the encyclopiedical abstract of all sci- 
ences, so as to know also what motorially belongs to the medical 
profession; he should know even by his common sense, that at least 
anatomy, physiolf^, pathology, &x., must be less national than 
other sciences, if he thinks them not altogether the same over the 
whole globe. The differences of climate, the epidemic and endemic 
diseases &c. of a foreign country, must be •ufficientiy known to every 
well educated physician, so that he can adapt the rational prin- 
ciples of the profession to any case with the same facility in a fo- 
reign land as in his native country. Indeed ! tbb opinion, which 
we have frequently heard expressed by men of high standing in 
different countries, must appear as foolish, as if any body were to 
assert that only an American can describe minutely the geogm- 
phical, geolc^cal, and all similar conditions of his country, because, 
besides this singular birth-right, he has travelled in American steam- 
boats, rail-road-cars, &a., and vice versa, that an able American 
astronomer or geologist could not claim any minute knowledge of 
a foreign distant country, because he was not born there, and did 
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not live there from bis iofoncy. Humphrey Dttvy says very coi- 
redly, in one of his speecbes, " scieace, like that oature to whit^ 
" it belongs, is neither Umiled by time nor space ; it belongs to the 
" world, and is of no country and of no age." But homceoptithists 
may justly be consideTed as " glebte adscripti," not only on ac- 
count of the difficuUies mentioned, but cm account of the great 
differences of chmate, customs, and particularly the abuse of su bstan- 
ces, " classed by him (Hahnemann) anwog the important remedial 
" subetoaces ;" all of which must necessarily lead the prauice of 
German homceopathists, in foreign countries, to results very dif- 
ferent from the experiments with drup instituted at Leipzig and 
Coethen ; and if they wished to be in any manner consistent, 
they should commence a new secies of experiments' with drugs on , 
healthy persons, as accurate as those of their master, before they 
venture to practise in any foreign country with safety. How, for 
instance, can they conscientiously prescribe the virtue developed 
from an atom of opium for Turks, and other nations who daily 
use very large allopathic doses of it? How can they administer to 
the inhabitants of the Phillippine islands, and other tropical coun- 
tries, who are surrounded with forests of cloves, cassia, pepper, 
and so many other plants, constantly impregnating the atmos- 
phere with the largest allopathic doses of substances, classed by 
thus amoD^ the most important remedial agents ? What effect 
can be well expected if a native of these regions should smell in 
a severe malady on " a sugar-pellet not larger than a hemp-seed," 
and moistened with an infinite part of a grain of such an " im- 
" portanl remedial substance," of which he has inhaled large 
quantities, at least thirty times every minute, during, perhaps, up- 
wards of sixty years ? Homteopathists, faithful to Hahnemann's 
cunning advice, (see Chron. Dis. Vol. I. p. SOO), to avoid under- 
taking the treatment of patients, who have been previously 
marred by an allopatbist, must consbtently renounce all practice, 
where " the miserable, clumsy, and automatically acting nature," 
has been the murderous allopathist. Unfortunate nations ! In re- 
turn for the great and extensive blessings which nature has hitherto 
bestowed upon the inhabitants of the tropics, they are at present vi- 
utedbytwosevereadversities; their valuable property will henceforth 
be entirdy worthless, since in future, instead of many ludiamen, an- 
nually arriving, with their valuable cargoes of drugs and spices, the 
smallest vessel once very century will be fully sufficient to provide 
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alf Burope and Americfi with the requisite quaotity of these dnigw 
and "important remedial substances," and in addition, these un- 
fortunate people are unquahSed for all the benefits of " the great 
" discovery, which wilh blessings on its wings, reached to every 
" quarter of the earth."* The best advice which we can give them 
from true commiseration is, to join with the many ruined drug^ 
gists, apothecaries and obstinate allopathista of all other sections of 
the ^obe, and to migrate to " Egypt the land of monsters," or 
to the " sanguinary gold-coast," in order to partake at least there of 
the great blessings of homceopatbia, if )hey are willing to believe 
the cheerful reports of the respected author of the "Concise View," 
on page 18. 

The great veneration paid by all the homoeopathists to their 
" illustrious'* master, ii>ay be pardonable, particularly when they 
consider themselves the blessed apostles of hira, with whom the 
healing art has "dawned'* and has continued "brilliantly" to 
shine, like summer's brightest mid-day. Let them continue to say 
to the American people, " no error is possible," " injury cannot 
"indeed result from a false selection." Let them tell also that the 
very existence of the human understanding has begun with 
Samuel Hahnemann, and that since Aw discovery all premature 
death by disease, would have ceased to afflict man, if the allopa- 
thic murderers g^ere less obstinate. How many allowances have 
mankind been forced to make to infatuated fanatics in every cen- 
tury t But alter disparaging all other medicine, all learning and 
esperience, let them not wantonly destroy also the last remnant of 

*Ta prove that anrsjtnpathy for ihaaeunfortansts nstions is not visionaij, «e nil! 
stsia, (hsl on rsproaching honKcopBihistB for their failareB ia different cases, eontm- 
dicting iheir bold weertions to cure all diseases *o easily, safely and quickly, some of 
tbemnnsweredfor theirdefencs: that inlarge, and especially in commercial cities, iheir 

the atmosphere. One of ihe principal homteopalhic remedies, the thorn apple, (Da- 
tota stramonium, L.) will consequently be quite ineffectual In cities, like New York 
and Philailfllphia. where the surrounding country abounds wilh that exceedingly poison- 
ous plant. We always considered it very wrong that this and similar poisonous plants 
shonld be suffered to grow in abundance near dwellings, as they may frequently be 
very injurious, particularly to childrsn. But now we have still greater reaaon to call 
the attention of the civil authorities to this nuisance, in order not to depiiie 
thptnselves and their fellow-citizeos of the groat benefits of homceopathia. The had 
influences of other remedial agents, such as coffee, saffron, capsicum, imported from 
abroad, tobacco and even parsley, (vid 36, I. c.) — this plant hitherto considered so inno- 
cent snd wholesome — will cease spontaneously, as soon as this newly discovered law 
of nature shall be acknowledged as indispensable to health, and "the domestic felicity of 
growing thousands here as wpll as in dermany," (see Concise View, page 99.) Why 
are not England, France, and the many other countries also included in Ibis prophecy 
of Dr. HeringI Are they not also christians! or by what have they made them Belves. 
upworlby of the blessings of" the great truth V 
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ibe merits of llie deserving profeseiooal men who have existed and 
still exist, by such barefaced falsehood and bold ignorance, as we 
Tead in the following; remaTks, made by the author of the "Concise 
View," in the idiom of his party, (on page 32, of his C. V.) " Hah- 
" nemann Was the first physician who recc^nized it as indispens- 
able in any disease, to regard man as a whole.** Does the learned 
Dr. Hering not know, that Empedocles who lived long before Hip- 
pocrates, about 34 centuries ago, has considered man as a whole, 
' in bis work "on the philosophy of nature," where he states that 
love combines the di^imilar and hatred the similar parts of the four 
elements, which are contained in the whole body; which remark 
is attended to by Aristotle, who himself had such clear conceptions 
of man as a whole, that on a nearer comparative analysis of their 
respective conceptions, the author of bomceopatfaia would rather 
lose than gain. Does he not know that Hippocrates by his terms : 
fuitftf, Qmv, Ev«f)Mti, proved the same; that also Aretasus, Galen, Hel- 
mont, Ernestus StabI) Albertus Haller, like all other real gieat 
reformers of medicine) have considered man as a whole, under the 
difTereut expressions of psyche, archaeus, sout, vital power, sen- 
sibility, irritability, &c.* No medical doctiiue has ever been so 

* We would recDtnineDi] to t)r. Hering and his hotnceopaihic bcethrail (he aludy of 
the biataiT af medicine, parti cu la tlf the laatnad aaj ingenious ttork of our leapected 
friend, PioresBor Hecker of Berlin, nboie " Geachichle der Heitkunde, nach QucUen 
beaTbeiiil, in two Tolumes, Berlin, 1833 and 1839," i» more pragmatical and conciae 
than the celebrated work of Profeigor Curt Sprengel. The; would think then with 
~ ~ 'est; ortbemselves, viih moreiespect of the Ulenta and eienions of reall; 



fceat men, and would alio gain some useful insttuction from the itudy now conaidered 
y them as " learned lumtwr." Laotb in hia iDleresting work, " I>e Teapril de Tin- 
"atructioQ publique, Sliasbouig, 1816," says very correctly on page 14S, "rhiilotre 
"iTiMwt diiue conlitnt rhiilBiri dta aratrt de Petpril humain; let cotmaiiTt c'al 
"jHastderUa mai/eni de Ui etitcr, tandii que, vat tear ignorance, cAaqtuhomme eU 
" elpetiiyretimier."—T\ie well educated physician cnnsidera not only man, but 
rIso the plan of treatment of every case, aa a whole, which therefore in moat CBsea 
is beat Bieculed by one ; hence, he is leluctant to yield to one of tbe most erroneooa 
prejudices of the pnblic In regardto medical consultations. Laymen being generally 
Ignorant of the philosophical spirit of rational medicine, and of the higher meutal re- 
quieitee of a judicious treatment, considet it aa depending only upon the acuteneas of 
UiB external lenaes and a faithful iDemory; and hence that lii eyeu are naturally able 
to see three times as much as two, and that three doctors can remembers symptom and 
■ useful remedy tbres times as well aa one. These ideas may be correct in regard to 
the liomo»ipathietB, whose whole talenta consist in remembering many thousandBjmp- 
toma, and who by the aid of a brotber hamiEOpathist have lees need of going home 
to consult their horn-booka. before they prescribe their atoms ; as they generally do, 
SECOrding to Hahnemann's direction. Out in regard to rational medicine this preju- 
dice is of great injury, for the following reasons : the cnnscientious physician, never 
ErepOBsessed by hia own learning and talent, will also feelbound from honesty towards 
is colleagues, who are chargeifto act with him harmoniously, not to alter his treat- 
ment without their coneent. In urgent cases therefore, many consultations might be 
requirsd daily, which cannot be attended by physicians who are engaged in but ■ 
moderate practice, and the most auspicious moments to relieve or to aave the patient, 
hy an instantaneoui alteration of the plan of treatment adopted before might eaiily be 

14 
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Darrow ia ils cooceptions, bo destitute of all reasonable umjectures, 
and has therefore less considered man as a whole thao homaeopa- 
thia, in regarding the superficial symptoniB and delusive feelings of 
the patient as the ontf trae leading thread in the dark pathway of 
medical practiJce ; excluding all higher mental faculties, all reason- 
iag about the immense and constant influence of the vast multiUide 
of the surrounding' physical and mental agents; rejecting all 
referente Co any cause whatever, &c. It is tm^ that the history 
of mediciae presents, from its beginning, a motley list of the most 
imagiaaty and absurd conceptions ahout the causes of diseases, 
and this will continue lo be so, more or less, because probably it was 
and will ever remain impossible for any mortal being to know 
exactly what life really is, and in what it essentially consists | all 
conjectures of the proximate causes of the different diseased states, 
have been and always will remain hypothetical. " Latent ista om- 
nia crassis occultata et circumfusa tenehtis; ut nulla acies Immani 
ingenii tanta sit, qus penetrare ia cffilum, terram iutrare poesit. — > 

fn tjer UM. Thi* will be the eate, even where the phjiiciuu agree in their Tiewa 
itad in their pro feisional creed, as is probably not the caaanitb two out of a bondreJ. 
If the profaanonil viewi of twuor more cnniolting phTeiciaDi differ, the ailostioR of 
the patient i> much wona, M the treatment then ie ganeraTlj the reault of a compro- 
miee ot two at mora mostly diBmetrically oppoaile opinioDB, combiaed from mutual 
courtssj or from prudence, neither of them being wUlinu to be reeponeibte for the 
nault of his plan, when leriouiljoppiiBedby the other. Tbe public, unaware of theie 
great incaaTeaience*, will from bad cuUoma, ahow or faahion, insist in proporlion to 
their wealth, upon the conaultatioai of mote ot leia physiciana, and will thetefore fre- 
quantly see members of their families dead, or otherwise injured, who if Ibey were 

Gor and forced to feel intisSed with the advice of only one good physician, wonld 
ve beeaaafed. The mors iogenious tba proposed two plana of Irealment, the leaa 
Eroblbility is there of aucceia, provided both be followed, or a third mode be funned 
'om them. Two empirtca, ihereibie, will agree togetber be[ter than two tational 
{hysiciana of different ichooli and practical views. — Ever; work depending upon the 
Lgher functions of the human intellect, upon conjectural piioclplBi, and upoa a tational 
plan to he immediately changed according to citcumauncea which happen, ihould 
always bb considered' beat perfwmed by one ; the ptobability of success in medical 
treatment may justly be considered' as inverse to the numbeiofconaultingphysiciaDs, 
and the true beneGt deiived'by the patient from medical attendance is genei^ly equal 
to the friction of one divided by the number of consuUing physicians. Even the 
errors of a phyaician' are ob served and remedied by himself better thao hj another, and 
many auccesaful modes of treatment ate frustrated by the frequent change of phyai- 
ciaoa. This remark is intimately connected with a no less important inconsistency, 
likewise arising from want of aound reflection on the part of the pablic generally, in te- 
regard to medicine. Many persons have but slight confidence in the healing art, and 
consider it useless to conauTt a physician in the beginning of a diaease, hut they are 
anxious forhisaaaisMnce when thej become mare aetioualy affected. 'We sbould think 
that if the confidence in the healing art ia but email, it should conaialenlly decrease in 
proportion with the difficulties lo he temoved, so that it must appear more advisable lo 
call medical assistance in the begiunning of a ditease, when all the motbtd procesae* 
are but trifling, and easily removed, than at a later time, when by long duratioD and 
perhaps wrong measu tea, the first ca**e and ils aimpleeffecta have been changed uto 
■ aeries of more or less complicated and aggravated morbid processes. A cluld maj 
change the coaiae of the largest livet at its toutce, btit no human power can alter it* 
•orraal at ■ cDnnderahle dielance- 
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(Cie. acad. qiuBSt.) But this does not prevent us from comparing 
the different manifestations and conditions of man's life witb those 
of other living organized bodies, which we can observe more mi- 
nutely, and submit to our experiments ; nor from considering the 
phenomena and laws of universal nature, and thsii influence on the 
body ia its different states, from which collectively we may conclude 
upon tlie state of things in diseases and upon the best means of 
remedying them in a manner, which, though not satisfacttMy to 
OUT unattainable ideal of certainty and perfection, yet fills our 
hearts with gratitude to a merciful Providence. But being unable to 
attain a consummate insight into the causes, shall we therefore desist 
from thankfully and rationally using all that t)ie infinite wisdom 
and mercy of our Creator has granted to our intellect, and offered 
to our investigation ? Thus, ought the natural philosopher to re- 
nounce his belief in a power of gravity, and observe only its pheno- 
mena, without establishing the said general principle and its 
laws, because he cannot apd will never see or grasp the power 
itself? Supposing even that ijl will soon be found, to depend only 
upon a modification of the universal electro-chemical or magnetic^l 
agent, will not the very nature of this power simply change the 
fwm of the great mystery, and give rise to many new hypotheses, 
however much the principle may be simplified 7 Indeed it is ex- 
tremely inconsistent and absurd that, while op one side homceo- 
patbists are more credulous and superstitious than ever a class of 
men have been, and affect to be so pious and faithful as to consider 
the investigation of the causes of natural phenomena a heavy sin ; 
they are on the other side such strict sceptics, as almost to require 
laying down before them visibly and palpably, the matter of gravity 
itself if it should exist, or any eimilai agency of nature, in the same 
manner as they can see and grasp " a small wart of long standing 
upon the right cheek," and are such infidels as to think their wis- 
dom paramount to the vital powers, and to regard these always as 
injurious in diseases, if they do not assbt them! We may justly 
ask Dr. Bering and his brethren: who considers man most aa a 
whole, he who is contented simply to observe and write down f-^^ 
symftome which are gained from true statements, or which are 
elicited from such defective experiments as we have mentioned, 
without any minute ratiocination^ or any higher Intellectual exer- 
tion; or he, whouotcontentwith what is only obvious to his senses, 
is anxious to inquire minutely into the probable causes and their 
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GonneclioD with tlie accurately observed various eflects, in order to 
establish geoeral principles, ^vhich are applicable to many cases, 
without any reference to but seldomly similar, and luostly illusive 
symptoms? Who values man practically more as a whole, the 
homceopathiat, who according to his doctrine, believing that the 
developed virtues of drug-atoms are only to be applied with success 
through the mouth or the nose, and therefore rejects ihe use of alt 
external remedies ; or the rational physician, who considers every 
point of the living body to be endowed with a proportionate and 
modified part of the same power, which animates and moves the 
whole, so that any appropriate influence upon the smallest point, 
will be distributed over all the systems, organs and paits of the 
living individual ; and who believes on thai account, that a great 
many diseases may be radically cured only by the use of external 
remedi^, or by psychical directions? Homceopathia with its maxim, 
similia similibus curantur, would therefore justly be the last of all 
medical doctrines which could pretend with propriety to consider 
man as a whole, even if all experiments should fully confirm (he 
correctness of the said maxim, much less so however, with its great 
deficiencies, delusions, contradictions, inconsistencies and absur- 
dities. 

Admitting that Hahnemann has in good foitb adopted his doc- 
trine, still it appears that he was misled by many observations 
which he claims to have discovered, but which were observed long 
before his time : viz. that powerful drugs, applied in a stronger 
dose or for a longer time than is necessary for removing the dis- 
ease, produce symptoms which apparently belong to the subdued 
disease itself, but which are caused mostly by the surplus of the 
givendrug^orincases where the drug was not required, and where 
the original disease nevertheless disappeared, upon the improper 
selection of the drug. It was, for instance, known long before 
Hahnemann's first publication of his doctrine, and it was explicitly 
remarked by all eminent authors, (bat mercury, if used without 
sufficient reason, or if continued too long and in too large doses 
for syphilitic diseases, frequently produces symptoms resembling 
those of syphilis, and which do not subside, UQUl the use of mer- 
cury is suspended fuid an opposite treatment adopted. But it 
would certtunly be very poor diagnosis, if a physician should 
funider mercurial and syphilitic ulcers as identical; they are 
■imilar to each other, but not alike, as is also proved by the suc- 
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GfisAil mode of treatment geaerally followed by all judicious prac- 
titioners : hence Ihe former were termed also, long before Hahne- 
niann's doctrine, " mercurial ulcers", (Mercnrial-Gesbwaere) and 
the complex of all the symptoms prodaced by misapplied mercury 
was called " mercurial disease" (Mercurial-Kranklieit;) this is, mu- 
tatis mutandis, quite the same as the term drug-sickness used by 
Hahnemann, and considered by his - inMuated follDwers to be as 
gigantic a discov«ry as if he had found the quadrature of the circle. 
The same may be said of other reniedies; if applied in loo large 
doses, they will injure always in a direct proportion to their efficacy, 
to their dose, to the age, the constitution, the habit, tbe idiosyn- 
crasy of ihe patient, etc. etc. They coald not injure otherwise than 
by producing a diseased state, nanifesled by some symptoms. But 
impartial observation will show, (hat the drug given in excess, 
will rarely produce a state, ^ich originated direc% from the spe- 
cific properties of the given drug, expressed by Hahnemann as 
drug-sickness (Arzney-Krankheit ;) it will only cause a bad effsct 
in general, depending upon the just naiaed Individual conditions, 
and observable either by another disease totally different from the 
former, or by one combined with a higher or lower degree of the 
old disease, or also by a more protracted convalescence. Not 
only the drug, but any thing else which the sick person has im- 
properly taken may have these effects. Thus, for instance, of 
three apoplectics, one has eaten too much tatted bcring, and be- 
comes violently delirious, another has indulged too much in water 
melons, and gets cholera, and the third was intemperate with 
whiskey, and is affected with blood-spitting ; nobody perhaps but 
an homceopathist, would be so foolish as to term the first case ker- 
ring-sickness ; the second, vjaier-melim-tickneti, and the third 
tekisk^-sicknest, and no one but a homceopathist, would recom- 
mend to the first a microscopic sliCe of a herring ; to tbe second, 
that of a water-melon, and to the third, the virtue developed from 
whiskey. — Hahnemann's observations therefore in support of the 
homoeopathic maxim before ps, do not depend tipon the cor- 
rectness of that maxim, but upon the natural couseqaences of all 
agents which are used in excess — omne ninium vertitur in con- 
trarium. A relatively small quantity of wine, opium, etc. for in- 
stance, exhilarates, a larger one makes morose and drowsy; to 
quote a common-place occuirence, a carpenter who intends to {&»■ 
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Un a board, looaeiu it agam by oiing loo many naUt and itriking 
too roacb. Many similar incidents often happen in sickness, and 
may be explained by considering the healthy state as a parallelism 
of two straight lines, and the diseased state as a divergence of the 
same, which increasing at every moment of its duration, increases 
also the difficulties in re-establishing the parallelism or health ; 
bat it is obvioQs, that a power acting with more force than it re- 
quired merely to re-establisli the paralleliim, will produce a simi- 
lar and still larger divergence on the other side, and thus prove 
more injurious than beneficial, Uiough it did not depend upon the 
wrong quality but upon the disproportionate quarUUy of the force 
applied. — Hahnemann is not aware that he himself nullifies his 
maxim of bomoeopnibia^ by very judiciously saying on the third 
page of his Organon : — " According to common sense the cause of 
any thing can never be the thing its^," We would only add to this 
negative propositioD, which affects the old and long unsettled dis- 
pute about the identity oftheproiinate cause of a disease with the 
latter itself^the cai»e of any effect will much less destroy the 
tffed of a dissimilar and even not of a similar cause. Common 
sense must adopt equal causes for equal effects; the same reasoning 
is applicable to two or more effects, really similar to each other m 
most of their single parts and vice veisa. — To explain this more 
clearly, let us suppose the drug, d, to be the cause, c, of a certain 
number of drugsymptoins, e, io healthy persons, and let u call X 
die unknown cause of the symptoms, S, of the natural disease, 
called D. If we now meet with these similar symptoms, or S, in 
a natural disease, D, it would be contrary to all common senseto 
conjecture that d must destroy S, because it has produced s, 
which is similar to S ; any one w«uld more reasonably think, that 
it must sooner increase S and D belouging to it, because in all 
probabili^ if s is quite similar to S, then the unknown cause X 
of S and its D, must be also similar to c of s; and as c is sud to 
destroy absolutely 8 and its D, it destroys what its similar X always 
generates, which is absurd. It is here inunaterial whether X, 
the unknown cause and S or D, it! effect (proximate cause and 
disease,) are the same or not ; the just reproach of Hahnemann, 
and of some of his reflecting disciples, that we know nothing cer- 
tun about the proximate causes of diseases, does not the least 
affect our conclusions, since by adopHng X, wc admit that we do 
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not know exsfctly the cause, but only a cau»^. If he on his pvit, 
does admit no cause X, then he adopts an effect which has no cause; 
ifbe admitB one, theo he admits nhat we have just proved to be 
absurd. — We see by this dilemma, that even in regard to the simi- 
larhy of symptoms, the homoeopathic doctrine ia merely seemingly 
correct. — True,- Habnemann says, (Org.i § 7.) *' The physician, 
"in his treatment, is aided by data which most probably were the 
" cause at ibe Scale disea^ef and by the most prominent incidents 
"of the whole history of the chronic disease, in order to Ascertain 
" Its fimdamentai cause" &:c. But who would believe that this his 
judicious advice, expressed by Mm moreover in italics, is retracted 
by him in the same work, and on the same page, where be says, 
*' Is not that which is recoffnisabte by our senses, in the symp- 
" tova of diseases, the same with that which is internally existing 
" and not recognisable in itself^ Is'not the latter the side unai- 
" tainable and unrecognisable by us ; but the former that side of 
*' the same dixeOse, which is evidently and positively recognisable 
" by our sound senses, and given to us by nature as the principal 
" object of ciire? Who can prove the contrary i Is itnotthere- 
" fore foolish te make the invisible, intersal state of any disease, 
"the state termei prima causa morbi, the object of cure, but to 
" reject, and haughtily to contemd, the sensibly and clearly ob- 
" servabfe sHi Of the same disease, the symptoms which chiefly 
" speak to us as objects of treatment?" 

And again; on § 12 of the same Work, he says, " Whereas, 
" therefore, the removal of all' the recognisable symptoms and in- 
" cidenls of the disease removes' also thes^ changes, on which the 
*' latter is founded— of couifst,' therefore, the totality of the dis- 
" ease — it f<dlowE, that it is theduly of the physician only to re- 
" move the symptoms, in order to erase and to destroy, at the 
" same time, the internal changes ; of course, therefore, tlie total- 
" ity of the disease, the disease itself." 

We leave it to the acuteness of the impartial critic to select any 
sense from this motley phi^seolbgy r for instance, how it is pos- 
sible to reconcile with c^offlmon sense, that the symptoms of a disease 
and the latter itself, are absoltttely ike same, and nevertheless not 
the same ; we should tbiuk if both are the same, both must be also 
Tccognisalde, or unrea)gmsahle, fcci If the critic sncceeds, after 
his great exer^ou, he will observe the grossest contradieti^ns ia 
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(bete quoiBtiODS.^In regard to the maxim, sirailla simillbus cu- 
raDlur, Hahnemann was consiatent in his practice only to the 
utmost extreme, until a lew years ago, when he substituted for it, 
his "great truikt." 

The following few interesting specimejis may satisiy the curiosity 
of our indulgent reader, and show the practical application which 
Hahnemann has made of this maxim. 

If a man has taken his dinner too hastily, has stvallowed many 
indigestible things, has drank too much spirituous liquors* or has 
eaten some tainted iood; in short, if it be evident that he has injur- 
ed his stomach in some such manner before he fell sick, evefy man 
of common sense would prescribe, a controrium, viz. an emetic* as 
the best remedy; the beneficial efi'gcts of which are moreover con- 
firmed by innumerable instances. Hahnemanu thinks, in his O- 
ganoD, (pp. 6 and 7) such a redl cauMl treatment, imaginary 
and highly obnoxious, and, instead' Of the emetic, recommends, as 
the best remedy, to tm^ of a sugai^pellet, made of starch abd 
sugar, not larger than a hempseed, and slightly moistened with a 
high solution of the juice of Pulsatilla; that is, at least, with the 

., part of a grain of the said juice, or a fraction equal to orte, 

divided bg one with tix^ zeros. 

On Org. p. 59, Hahnemann quotes F. H* Lange, an old author 
on domestic medicine, who has found outuieg salutary in hyster- 
ics. This single authority is sufficient for him to add, " Of course 
" for no other than the same homoeopathic reason ; since, accord- 
" ing to F. Schmid and Culleu, it also caused, when given in large 
" doses to healthy persons, a fainting of the tenses and a general 
" senselessness." That any substance, even the most innocent 
And wholesome food and drink, when taken to excess, will always 
Cause, in persons easily subjected to hysterics, etc. such afiections, 
and that none but a fool would draw from such a single instance 
any conclusion, is no object of consideration to the close-thioking 
horoceopathists ; who, however, ftnd no fault that their master re- 
jects, on the other side, all statements confirmed by thousands of 
trust-worthy men. This and similar inferences, drawn from do- 
mestic substances, by Hahnemann, refute his assertion, on page 
53, where he explains, why such large doses of homceopatbically 
acting drugs were foand salutary by many authors quoted by him, 
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thougli they must have ralher been of great injury. He states, 
that this may be ascribed to the use of the drugs, by which they 
have lost their efficacy ; or to their operation as cathartics, by 
which they were soon evacuated ; or also to the simultaneous use 
of drugs, which acted as antidotes to them. The first reason cao- 
uot be true of such substances as nutmeg, and is also a supposi- 
tion demanding ptoof; because every one will believe, that, 
among all these distinguished men, some at least have been ho- 
nest, aad anxious to administer to their patients the best drugs 
and the best preparations, The second reason refutes his expla- 
nation of the first — and after-opefations, and if combined with the 
third reason, contradicts the absolute and uncbndiuonal salutary 
efiect of his honiceopathic drugs. 

Ladies, suffering from giddiness or oppression, must not object 
if their homceopathic dociorvisits them smoking a pipe or a cigar ; 
for, on page 55 of the Organon, Hahnemann proves the salutary 
effects of tobacco for such iudia positions, hyonli/ one quotation from 
Diemerbroek, one of the greatest physicians in Amsterdam, two 
centuries ago, who cured himself from simitar affections during 
an extensive epidemic ; though probably this ingenious Dutch- 
man did it merely, as many physicians still do in Germany and 
Holland on similar occasions, because he found his pipe very plea- 
sant and useful for offensive smells, and protective against infection, 
to which he was exposed as an able and extensive practitioner. 

On page 61 of the same work be asks whether, if any onebeing 
exposed to a cold wet air, take a little bitter-sweet, (Solannm 
dulcamara, L.) and catches a severe cold, it is not a proof 
that this plant produces the symptoms of a cold, and must there-- 
fore also aire colds f This " great genius, by whose watchful 
" attetUion to minutia.' a new era has dawned upon all the natural 
" sciences," as Dr. Hering tells the Americans, on page 24 of his 
Concise View, coiisiders here as a mere nothing the influence of a 
cold wet air, which daily experience proves fully sulficient for 
producing a severe cold, a catarrhal or rheumatic fever, and fre- 
quently the most dangerous acute or chronic diseases. But he 
thinks the infinite pajl of this plant, which every body knows is 
quite inoffensive in small allopathic doses, to be so bi<rbly in- 
jurious, that it is not worth while for him to mention a cold damp 
ail', i^vcn only as an accessory cause ! No wonder, on pp. 246 
15 
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and 247 of his Organon, he suggests explicitly to the homoeopa- 
thic physician, not to miud the stories of their patients, relating, 
as the cause of their long sufferings, " a cold acquired long ago, 
"( ^y Sd''>S *^^ ^" over, or by a cold drink after over-heating,) a 
" fright, a distortion of a limb, (also " sometimes a bewitching, 
*' 8ic."*) " All these things are too trifling to produce, in healthf 
"pcr«o)M, diseases oflong standing, which grow worse from year to 
" year, as is (he nature' of all chronic diseases arising from itch.'* 

Among the great discoveries of Hahnemann, drawn from " his 
exceedingly pure and simple observations," we may name fore- 
most bis assertion, that ophthalmia, or inflammation of the eyes, is 
frequently caused by Roses. All must fly, therefore, frofn places 

■' Where o'er the Terdanl grouiul 
" Her living caipec nature Gpreada; 
" Where ihe green boner, wilh roie) cronn'tl, 
" In Bbawera its fragiaal foliage sbeds," 
Old anthors mention to ns many very singular causes which injure 
this, our noblest sense ; and Ovid, in bis Remed. Araor. lib. 3i 
already says, — 

" Dum ipBcUQl ocnli Isnn, Ixduntur et ip»i, 
" Multaqne corporibuB traiisil,ione nocenl." 

But hitherto nobody was aware of the great risk he runs by 
smelling this delightful gift of spring, this beautiful flower consi- 
dered by all poets as the emblem of innocence ! What reason has 
the old philosopher to make such a cruet accusation of our favor- 
ite flower, the Rose ? Is it the result of kig Hot " over-refined" che- 
mical analysis, or, at least, of some experiments which, like so 
many others, ke only has made ? No : some obscure old medical 
author, who, as a stupid allopathisl, deserves of course no credit 
for any thing else, has told him so : but as ke says, nobody can 
doubt it, principally because rose-water is an old domestic remedy 
for inflamed or sore eyes. It could not, however, be so favorite 
a remedy in the spirit of the hom<Bopathic maxim, similia simili- 
< bus curantur, unless it produces opbthalniia ; ergo, every one 
who smells of roses will unavoidably have his eyes inflaihed. 
Ancient authors must have been ignorant of (he danger to 

* Ws woold advert here to this eipreseion of Hahnemann, by which he ranke 
"bewitching" wirti other important cauaea, which «e, in hi* opinion, erroneoualy al- 
leged by (he patient. The diacDnion about his thitd maxim will explain thia more 
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Bmel) of roses ; for Cicero, (in Verrem. II) states, tliat it was cus- 
tomary with the kiir^s in Bithynia to fill the cushions of their beds 
or sofas with roses : aod Virgil sings, " Nescio quis teneros oculos 
mihi fascinat agnos." It is also an object of curiosity to know, 
by what antidote the people in many oriental countries are pro- 
tected against ophthalmia, who distil such large quantities of essen- 
tial oil of roses, and use it so frequently as a cosmetic. We have 
never seen it mentioned by any traveller, not even by Lady Mon- 
tague, that the beautiful Circassian girlssufieron that account with 
inflamed eyes. But no matter, il must be true ! ke says so, in 
his OrganoD, on pp. 59 and 60. 

In our hamble opinion, Hahnemann, by whom, according to 
Dr. Hering, on page 10, " the most imporiant medicinal energies 
of nature have been investigated," could have recommended a - 
much surer homoeopathic remedy against inflamed eyes, drawn 
also from roses. Every one will certainly admit that few 
healthy men, or even animals, will escape from having their 
eyes inflamed, when pricked or scarified with the thorns of 
roses, for which Hahnemann could have quoted still older and 
also modern authorities ; although this operation, called ophthal- 
moxysis, was originally performed with ears of barley or rye. 

Samuel Hahnemann, whom we have seen so exceedingly 
averse to all names of diseases, enriches, however, the profession,on 
page 67 of his Organon, with a new disease, termed by him ctmtu- 
tum-sicknest. He says, that the symptoms of the drug-sickness, pro- 
duced in healthy persons by the use of Arnica montana, L. are simi- 
to the symptoms which partly sometimes happen after a more or 
less violent contusion of a part. Arnica must therefore, of course, 
be considered as a specific remedy against the consequences of all 
contusions. In his opinion it is only downright allopathic non- 
sense to bleed, leech, foment, or even to resort to trepanning, in 
severe cases of such a kind ; a trillionth or decillionth part of a 
grain of arnica-Juice will cure all contusions easily, safely, and 
quickly. 

It appears that Hahnemann's attention was particularly aiiract- 
ed by the less common German name, amongst half a dozen, for 
Arnica, vii. Fallkraut, (falling-herb). According to the many drug- 
sickness symptoms, mentioned in vol. I. of his Materia Medica, 
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it k a very singular plant : it makes, for instance, lieallliy persons 
exceedingly melancbuly, and a( the same time very gay. Preach* 
ers, lawyers, members of congress, in short, all who are and must 
be very eloquent, should be cautious not to lake a dose of Arnica, 
for the same reason, as it is worth recommending to some particu- 
larly blessed married men, for the still greater promotion of their 
"domestic felicity," because it makes talkative, and of course where 
loquacity prevails it will cure it. (See Mat Med. Vol. I, p. 504.) 
In pure inflammatory fevers, encephalitis, or inflammation of 
the brain, with delirium, in which a few drops of a spirituous drink 
are considered by every allupatliist as equivalent to poison, Hah- 
nemann recommends (Orgnnon, p. 73) strong wine in small doses, 
because a few cases are recorded where it has proved useful. 
By quoting (Organ, p. 73), in support of this luminous opi- 
nion an old treatise in Kphem. Natur. Cur. entitled, " febris aniens 
" spirituosis curata," he shows an ignorance hardly to bo met with 
in a well educated physician, since febris ardens is not an inflam- 
matory disease, but the same as causus, generally a typhus oi' 
putridfever, where rational medicine has always considered good dd 
wine a great and almost indispensable remedy. He recmnmends 
wine in encephalitis particularly, because, when taken in excess, 
it frequently produces, among other inflammatory symptoms, tlio^ 
of the tissues of the brain also, and ridicules, on p. 152, the com- 
mon allopnthist, who is so foolish as to give wine, in order to 
strengthen persons exhausted by long sulleriiigs or by other 
causes, because its first effect (Erstwirkung) produces only the 
feelings of strength, and its afl«r-actioii (Nachwirkung), is always 
exhausting and relaxing. He should, cottsistently, also recom- 
mend a sumptuous dinner with some dozens of hot spiced dishes 
asavery salutary remedy in inflammations ofthe brain, Iung8,d;c., 
where sleeplessness prevails, because the after operation of such 
a dinner is to make one feel sleepy. — We know not why Dr. Ber- 
ing, (1. c. p. 26,) objects to " the dieting system," and to " starva- 
" tion," since, as Hahnemann considers the af^er-operation so im- 
portant, be must know that a small quantity of food administered 
to a person almost starved to death, will produce a very pleasant 
after-operation ; and, to be consistent, the best mode of restoring 
persons, suffering by consumptive diseases, would be to starve and 
to diet them alternately. — It is lucky for the patients of hommo- 
pathists, that they are opposed to external remedies, and are bound 



),.vGoo<^Ic 



117 

to prescribe auch faDcifiilly BinalliloBes. Their singular conrp|t(i(ii-ia 
about the first-aud afler-operations, would sometimes induce some 
of their rude brethrea to horse-whip their patients ; for, provided 
no woundB are inflicted, the martyr of their " law of natuie," 
will feel a very pleasant after-operation, when the dose has Ijeeu 
applied. Rude allopathists and their patients are frequently in a 
similar manner deceived by the same feelings of ease and com- 
fort, when powerful emetics, and similar injudicious prescriptions, 
have ceased to operate. ' 

Hahnemann, though opposed lo all external remedies, alludes,0rg. 
p. 95, to the beneficial effects of fomentations with hot water over 
the head, when the brain is inflamed by et stroke of the sun, or if the 
head is in any other manner morbidly affected by its exposure to 
excessive heat : quite natural ; because a dangerous ioflaminaiion 
of the brain arises from the same cause, and the nkode of applying 
cold fomentations is considered one of the most superior aliupailiic 
remedies ; and ergo — most foolish and murderous in his eyes. 

The learned Dr. Bering proclaims to the world, on page 16 of 
his Concise View, that, " physicians must again become students, 
" and that they were unwilling to do :" we shall continue to prove 
how correct he is, but not. only with regard to physicians, but lo all 
mankind, interested in such great discoveries. — Hahneman, Org. p. 
84, asks: " what will suffocate sooner than the vapor of burning sul- 
"phur? andtheaame vapor of burning sulphur," he says, "is found 
"to be the beat remedy to revive persons asphyctic from other suffocat- 
" ing causes." Indeed ! it is strange that this " great benefactor of his 
" race," did not recommend also the rope as an excellent remedy 
to revive asphyctic persons, since it is prima facie evident, that it 
answers extremely well his homceopathic maxim and tlie inge- 
nious applications which he makes of it. How many worthy men 
would have been preserved to the world and their families, espe- 
cially in a certain highly civilised country, if this marvelous 
homoeopathic after-operation of a rope should have been known 
long since I — Is it not to be seriously deplored that " with blessings 
" on its wings, tJie great discovery reached to every quarter of the 
" earth" — so late ! — We believe our Samuel abstained from mi- 
nutely mentioning this fiirlher application of his reviving mea- 
sures only on account of his professed aversion to all external re- 
medies. Our conjecture appears confirmed by his comments on 
pages 93 and 94 of the same work ; " electricity, as is known," he 
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says, " causes a shortening of the muscles, which resembles tha 
" in cotinriilsions, &c., and Theden restored by electricity a girl 
" ten years old, who by lightning had lost her voice, and had be- 
" come almost lame in her left arm, though her arms and legs 
" were in a constant and involuntary motion, and her left fingeri) 
" in a constant spasmodic contraction." We learn also from this 
remark, that, maugre Lhe above quoted duplicity of Hahnemann 
and his disciples, in regard to the large and again small doses of 
drugd for their experiments on healthy persons, they are more in 
favor of the large than of the small ones for their trials on healthy 
persons, and that we hare been correct in adopting the former as 
the basis of our discussion: for nobody, a " close thinking" ho- 
mceopathist excepted, will deny, that a thunder-stroke contains a 
pretty large allopathic dose of electricity. 

The conception of Hahnemann in r^ard to the protection of 
the cow-pox against small-pox is likewise very remarkable and 
cantradictory to his maxim, similia similibus curantur. Disc4»dant 
with his repeated and really blasphemous expressions in regard to 
the vital powers of nature, saying, for instance, on page 26 of his 
Organon, " The wretched and exceedingly imperfect effort of the 
" vital power in curing acute diseases without assistance, is a spec- 
" tacle which challenges all mankind to active commiseration, 
" and lis to the exertion of all our intellectual powers, to put an 
" end to this self- torment, by a genuine salutary cure, &c." — he 
exclaims ud page 8U of the same work, " can cow-pox protect 
*' agaiast small-pox otherwise than in a homoeopathic manner? 
" This disease which, besides other similaritieEr with the small-pox, 
" appears only once during the whole human hfe, leaves the same 
" deep cicatrices and presents also the same swelling of the axillary 
" glands, a similar fever, the same areola, and even the same oph- 
" thalmia and convulsions, which the small-pox produces. ,The 
" cow-pox would extinguish and cure the small-pox even aAer it 
" had appeared, provided the small-pox were not stronger than 
" the cow-pox ; the latter wants therefore tmly a higher degree of 
'* strength to cuie the disease which, according to the law of 
" nature, is required ia additicnt, to the hanusopathic similarity for 
" the cure. We can therefore apply thb homoeopathic remedy 
" only in advance, before the amall-pox affects the body," &c 
Leaving unnoticed many material ol^ections which could be made 
to these false statements, in subjects of daily occurrence to the 
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professioQ, they conUadict palpably the honMROpaihio maxime: 
Ist. That DO homoeopathic remedy can be used iu too sniali a ilose, 
&c., because, the smalleet quantity of vaccine virus used for vacci- 
nation, will always be many biilioo times larger than any ho- 
miBO[mthic doee of a drug; 2d. According to the maxim siniilia 
8imilU>U8 curantur, and according to Hahnemann's explaim- 
tions, as stated above, it is not explained why the cow-pox should 
not extinguish, check or destroy the small-pox at any time 
of ite existence, as all homoeopathic drugs are said to do, which 
therefore also are tiot used as prophylactics, but as remedies for 
tlie existing disease. Should this not be the meaning of Hahne- 
mann, he could not claim to cure diseases already existing, and it 
would follow therefrom, that every person, beiag ignorant what 
disease may beiat him, would be obliged to take, through his whole 
lifetime, every monjh at least, one dose of all known homceoputhtc 
drugs, if he wishes to be protected against all diseases. 

The author of the Concise View recomniends, (page 17) in con- 
formity with his master, the application of heat to a scalded limb, 
and on the contrary, cold to a frost-bitten oue. Hahnemaim ac- 
counts on page 157 of his Organon for this advice, by tlie com- 
mon experiment, in which, if one hand only is bathed with hot 
water, it feels of course much warmer than the other bnnd left free 
(first-operation, £rstwirkuug,) but removed from (he hot bath and 
dried, it will afterwards feel colder than the other, (afier-operation, 
Nachwirkung,) and the contrary will prove true if ice be used. 
Both our authors support these experiments by iii>iances on re- 
cord, in which the treatment performed in accordance with these 
experiments succeeded. Ignorant of the physical causes of these 
phenomena, which, as belonging to the third mii.\iiii, we shall dis- 
cuss afterwards, they take no notice of the majority of cases, where 
cold applied to scalded limbs, and warmth to those which were 
frost-bitten, afforded safe relief and cure, provided that both were 
judiciously applied in respect to the degree of the affection. 

On the same page of his pamphlet. Dr. Hering mentions, in 
further corroboraUon of homceopathia, that the cure of certain 
cases of acidity of the stomach, suggested to him by an American, 
may be best effected, not with magnesia, a contrarium, but with 
lemon juice, a simile. We doubt very much'whether he would 
succeed in curing all kinds of acidity of the stomach with lemon- 
juice, even in allopathic doses, as it was probably used by our 
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Americau colleague. The learned Dr. Hering ought to kaow, 
that other acids, as pariicularly Haller's elixir of vitriol, were long 
since highly recommeuded for the same symptom, bat nevertheless 
they fait in many cases, where drugs very different ftom, or rather 
opposite to acids, as the alkalies, aromatics, bitters. Sec, are more 
salutary. These cases, though generally of minor importance, 
may clearly prove the preference of general principles, drawn 
from causes and not merely from symptoms. Rational medicine 
does not consider pyrosis itself as a disease, but only as a com- 
mon symptom of dyspepsia, which may co-exist or not with the 
latter. One who uses lemon-juice or any similar remedy to cure 
pyrosis, upon the principle similia similibus curantur, will unqnes- 
lionably cure those cases in which the canse. is removed by it, as 
in hypersesthesia or parsesthesia of the stomach, in some fnnc- 
tionat disorder of the liver, Sic, but be will be unsuccessful and 
even do injury in many others, in anaesthesia of the stomach, hys- 
teria, 8ic- which another one, trusting to the opposite but less er- 
roneous maxim, contraria contrariis curantur, will perhaps cure 
by his antacids. But there are many cases which will yield to 
neither method, and where both practitioners will fail, because they 
are merely guided by delusive symptoms, whereas the rational phy- 
sician viewing correctly the proper cause of this symptom, will re- 
sort probably with immediate success, to the proper medicines, 
without believing the processes in the stomach to be similar to 
those instituted by the chemist in his retort or crucible. 

An over-estimate of the symptoms, particularly of those which 
may be referred to topicjil diseases, without due reference to tlie 
much mure important anamnesis, or the minute scrutiny of the 
occasional causes of a disease, may in many cases be very fatal to 
the patient. We have already alluded to these subjects above, 
and hope, on another occasion, to detail the results of our prac- 
tice, and the great injuries which we have frequently seen indict- 
ed by similar rude modes of a mere symptomatic treatment. We 
may, however, be permitted to add a few words, illustrating still 
more the great injuries of a merely symptomatic method, which 
will affect horaoeopatbla particularly, when, as may be expected, 
its votaries will soon abandon the third maxim about tlie small 
doses, and merely sustain for a short lime the second, about the 
similarity of the drug aiid-disease-symptonis. Two cases may 
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Dot only present simitar Bympioms, but, may also be rigbtly re- 
ferred to the same affected organ, and nevertheless differ so wide- 
ly, that the life of the patient is endangered in a few hours, by the 
least disregard of the previous state of the patieot, and of what hap- 
pened before the attack. In illuslratioo of this, we cannot find a 
better instance, than the illusive similarity of a high degree of io- 
toxicadon to delirium tremens, so satbfactorily explained by Dr. 
Samuel Jackson, of Northumberland in Pennsylvania, in his able 
treatise, published in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
No. XIV. Feb. 1831. We have long entertained the opinion, 
that the two opposite modes of treatment, so freqaently recorded 
by faithful authors, must depend upon an error in the anamnesis; 
some recommending, as the abstract of their practice, Sutton's 
method with large doses of opium, others, for the same reason, 
the strict aRtipblo^stic method, by bleeding, leeching, cold fomen- 
tations, inc. Intoxication and delirium tremens are neither of 
(hem as frequent in the place of our former residence, nor over the 
whole of Germany at (H^gent, as they are in this country, though 
intemperance has been, according to the oldest statements on re- 
cord, among the most prominent vices of the Germans. Tacitus 
for instance, says in his Germania : " Diem noctemque continuare 
" potando, nulli probrum, crebrce ut inter vinolentos, rixie, riiro 
" conviciis, seepius ceede et vulneribus trausiguntur." — In a 
hospital and large dispensary, entrusted to our care for upwards 
of fifteen years, we very seldom saw a case, and therefore we only 
coald observe the correctness of Dr. Jackson's remarks in but a' 
few instances.* But it is evident, in this respect, that so much 
does not depend upon the similarity of the symptoms, which is very 
great, as upon an acute induction, drawn front different particu- 
lars and forming together a clear Gstiology, as the very founda- 
tion of a safe rational treatment. For, opium given in large doses 
to a highly intoxicated person, would unquestionably increase the 

* We ahstl perhapg meatioD atinotbetoppottaaity, dteteaionB nhjiinternpersnceii 
now IsM commtni io GBrnaany Ihan in many other countiies. We would mention here, 
only that tbe GarmanB are generally more ialempersle in wine, and partKuUrly in beer, 
tbaniD bianilT, and we think Ibey do not become so easily druukaa the people in thi* 
•ounlry, owing probaMy to the greater uniformity of their cUmate, to their frequent 
■muaemsnta l^ musia, dancing, and by other naliona) pleaauraa and fSles. It may 
alao^ eaaily eiplainni by psychical principles, why cheerfal entertainments lessen 
the inclination to the higher degrees of intemperance, tind absorb ot consume a con- 
sidaraUe part of the noxious inSuence of liquors, whereas the propensity to inteiuj«- 
(ance in petaooa who lire retired from compuny and are ajit to muse, is not only 
areat«r Injt also in itiaK ntor* luinaus. 

16 
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danger of hU stale equally as much as a powerful aDtiphlogistic 
treatment would injure the other one affected by delirium tremens, 
whereas the inverse method would prove salutary to both of them. 
The rational physician, engaged in an eitenuve practice, will 
every day meet with similar cases, where life depends upon an 
equally minute distinction, acquired from the information of the 
previous and existing particular conditions of the case, and its 
more or \ess remote causes. Such minute and mostly very impor- 
tant data, which are known much better and more easily by the 
family physician than by another, enable him therefore, to detect 
the true cause of a disease much more quickly, and thereby, all 
other things being equal, more to benefit the patient 

We may refer also to the similarity of symptoms produced by 
different poisons, belonging to the same class, which if taken in a 
sufficient quantity, will soon destroy life, if proper aid be not im- 
immediately administered, which depends not only on the general 
treatment, bat must also correspond to the specific chemical quality 
of the poison. Admitted that every metallic or narcotic poison 
will present on a very minute ezaminadon, besides the general 
symptoms of all metallic or narcotic poisons, also specific symp- 
toms ; but ihey are certainly not always observable immediately. 
A homoeopathist, especially one of (hose finished without the least 
professional education in a couple of months, and relying only on 
bis symptoms, would, as they generally do, particularly in such 
extraordinary cases, run home to consult his drug- symptom-text- 
book, then institute possibly, a long cross-examination and write 
down minutely its results, Jn strict accordance with Hahnemann's 
explicit advice, and al last he would apply the virtue developed from 
one of his drug-atoms, developed, according to similia similibus 
curantur, from the same poison which has caused the danger ; 
and thus undoubtedly, as in many other less conspicuous instances, 
be the negative cause of the death of an unfortunate individoal, 
who might probably have been restored, if a stomach-pump, the 
proper antidote, and otiier remedies prescribed by rational me- 
dicine, bad been applied in time. 

After attempting to demonstrate by the preceding remarks, that 
with our imperiect senses, we can by no means rely upon symp- 
toms alone for a correct diagnosis, since timilar symptoms fre- 
quently depend upon very different causes, we will now endeavour 
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to prove by a few inslances, that aho very different symptoms may 
be attributed in the same manner to one and the same cause, and 
that therefore very different diseases may be radically cured by 
the same ireatment. Let us suppose that ten persons, alike in sex, 
age, apparent constitution, and other respects, have exposed them- 
selves to the same obnoxious causes, for instance, atler being ex- 
cited and profosely perspiring from dancing, drinking spirituous 
liquors, 8ic. have exposed their feet to wet cold. In all probability 
eaoh of them will be affected differently, in consequence of some 
particniar local disposititm, of which, however, none of them was 
ever before aware ; one, for instance, will foe attacked with plea* 
risy, another with angina, a third with ophthalmia, ba. be. A 
rational physician, if called in, and informed of the occasional 
causes of their sufferings, which collectively have produced the 
proximate general cause of their different sickness, vii. checked 
perspiration, injured conductive capacity of the cutaneous nerves, 
plethoric accumulation of the blood in different organs with a pro- 
pensity to inflammation, or the latter itself, Sec. will probably core 
them all readily, by the same method of treatment, varying only 
very slightly; according to the parts affected, such as removing 
the light from the inflamed eyes, forbidding much speaking to 
the pleuriiic, fee. ; he will probably attain his main object by pre- 
scribing warm stimulating foot-baths, gentle diaphoretics, £ic. 
whilst the homceopathist, directiim his wliole aUention only to the 
symptoms, after comparing them with the image of the corres- 
ponding driig- sickness, &»:., not only loses much time to no pur- 
pose, but leaves perhaps all these patients uncored by the use of 
his drug-virtues developed from au atom ofAconitum for the pleu- 
ritis, of Pulsatilla for the ophthalmia, of Spongia usia for the an- 
gina, Sec. Sue If, for instance, one of these patients is affected 
foy gout, and is attacked by a cbemosis, which, unless treated very 
actively by antiphlogistics, will destroy the eyes in less than twen- 
ty-four hours, the immense injury of such a nonsensical symptom 
aUc treatment by an homceopathist will be still more evident. 

In cases like theae, where the connection betwe.en the cause of 
the morbid process and its consequences is bo clear, the rational 
physician can generally restore health safely and quickly without 
recurring to symptoms ; the morbid process not being yet compli- 
cated by the rapid progress of multiplied connections, either direct or 
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antagoniBtical, with ihe diflferent ayslemsand organs ; the depend- 
ance of the efTect upon its cause ie so plainly manifest, as to 
admit a sp«edj restoration, being apparently almost like a me- 
chanical connection between both, though we would by no means 
compare the vital actions to any mechanical power. In such cases 
ratiooal medicine shines forth in splendor, and shows its great 
preponderance over all empiricism, so that on enlightened class of 
people, anxious to have the slightest indisposition removed by their 
physician, will enjoy, in a'series of years, great advantages in their 
healthy condilioDs and vigour, if compared with another dass, which 
call only for assistauce upon their physicians when the disease 
has considerably advanced. In the machinery of an organised 
living body, and especially of man, which is so many limee more 
complicated than the most compound artificial machine, and upon 
which so many, and even quite another world of mental influences 
are operating, the effect of a cause seldom remains stationary, 
without spreading and combining with many others sympatheti- 
cally, which become again the cause of other effects, and so on 
reciprocally to an indefinite large number of causes and their 
effecta, till the lost of them are recognisable by us as symptoms. 
No homoeopathist can deny this to be the course, if he attaches 
asy meaning to Hahnemann's expressions, "first-,counter-,attd after- 
" operation," and he must at least admit, that his object is not 
merely to remove the symptoms, but to remove the disease itself, 
or to cure the patient by removii^ the symptoms. If therefore a 
disease has lasted a long time, before the homceopathbt has been 
cidled to attend, he, in referring only to the symptoms present, will 
not observe the symptom produced by the first original cause, 
(symptoma causce) but the consecutive and difierent ones, which are 
very distantly referable to the first eifect, resulting from the original 
cause, (sympiomatasymptomatum.) Eveninsuccessfully applying 
his drug to all thepresentsymptoms, forming what the hommopa- 
thisl terms, " the Image of the natural disease, (Krankheitsbild,)" 
with all the minute prominent symptoms, their shades, &c., they do 
not affect the original symptoms, but only those which arise from the 
many preceding effects, all of which ore moreor less complicated and 
dissimilar to the former, as they are more or less distant from them 
by going through the many different periods and develc^nnents of 
the disease. If, therefore, Hahnemann's assertions should be cre- 
dited, viz. that one atom of hb drug, (hough taken only once a 
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week, or sometitnea only once every six weeks, should be sufficient 
to " extinguish" all the causes and effeou, or all the symptoms, 
the original as well as the consecutive, " without ever doiug any in- 
jury," this alun« would require an implicit belief in the supernatural 
powers of bis virtues developed from atoms, which act almost with 
more judicious discetDtDent than rational beings. These ratioct- 
DBtions can alMie exphun easily, wby the trials with the hoDHBo- 
pathic method, instituted by hooMsqiathiBta uadcr the eyes of im- 
partial obeervers, as we have stated in the banning of tliis tiea- 
tise, have either entirely failed, w have succeeded only in the same 
ratio with other similar cases, which were left entirely to the opt- 
rations of nature. We dcHibt very much, whether by the multi- 
plication of drug-symptoms, which, in some cases have already 
been increased to upwards of a thousand, the prophecy of Dr. 
Bering will ever be fulfilled, when he says, on p. 24, 1. c. " in fu. 
" ture times the new pathoI(^y will as far excel the old, as do the 
" natural sciences of ijie present period those of- the last century 
" But, at the bed-side of the patient, the homceopathic phyncian 
" is unmindful of this future science." ( — no.doubt, of course ! — ) 
" His sole inquiry is afler the symptoms, because the symptoms 
" alone determine liis choice of the remedy, and upon the fulness 
" and accuracy with which these are noied, rests the entire ma- 
" nagement of the cure. All, therefore, depends upon the correct 
" examination of the patient, but not upon any possible opinions 
" concerning the nature and easence of the disease, nor upon learo- 
" ed views concerning its concealed seat." 

We doubt whether the roost sealous and partial oppose of this 
professional fanaticism could give a better description of it, than 
that which we read iu these few lines. Though a faithful abstract 
of many similar expressions in Hahnemann's works, none indeed 
could express with more frankness the open tendency of homceo- 
padiia to the rudest empiricism. Beware of any possible opinion! 
Guard against am/ vieui$ or eonjectmret which might perhaps lead 
to the discovery of the concealed seat of the disease ! Renounce 
aU the higher int^leclual faculties, and believe hUndly and it^U- 
dUj/ iu the dictates of a man, who says, that the healing art be- 
gins with him, that he alone has discovered the great truth, by 
a superficial glance, mthont philosophy, without chemistry, with- 
out anatomy, physiology, and all the other sciences hitherto con- 
sidered indispensable to spy the mysteries of nature;' that he 
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alone knows how to expound ber laws and to interpret her actioni 
ia the remotest recesses of anunal life, fattherto concealed from alt 
other mortal eyes! Such are the watch-words of these infatuated 
fenatics. How correctly Fr. Bacon says, in his work, De Augm. 
Scient. " Licet de ftcUs ipsis, licet hnmani auimi pignora »nt 
" cvrtlssima, non prorsus tamen fidendum ; nisi diligenter ac 
" attente pensitatls prius illoram et magnitudine et proprietate.--- 
" Illud enim verissimain ; &ans ubi in parvis fidem preestmit ut 
'* majore eraolumento fallat." 

To say nothing of all other absurdities of this whole doctrine, 
if such maxims should ever prevail in the medical profession, il 
might be predicted with the most possible certainty, that all the 
great advantages acquired in medicine for many centuries would 
be totally tost and all advancements entirely checked. 

No radonal physician will deny the great value and necessity 
of a minute symptomatology, which, though erroneously consi- 
dered identical with the diagnosis, only partly belongs to that im- 
portant branch of practical medicine. — Symptomatology is as in- 
dispensable for the diagnosis, as records faithfully collected by 
the chronicler or annalist, are for the historian : but never will 
these be considered fully sufficient for a philosophical history of 
a civilised nation in any penod of ils existence ; nor will the mere 
catalogue of the deeds and the fate of a man distinguished in his- 
tory, even with the addition of his faithful likeness, be a substi- 
tute for his instructive pragmatical biography. 

The rational physician, estimating the symptoms, not as the 
only or principal points, but as very uncertain and delusive signs, 
will, from the symptoms, (symptomatology) from the whole hi&> 
tory of the case, and many other data, which have occurred pre- 
vious to the attack (anamnesis and letiology) form a whole (diag- 
nosis), from which he derives a general plan of treatment, (general 
therapia) divided into more or less different sections, (special tbe- 
rapia) which he will retain or alter, according to circumstances^ 
showing either the correctness or incorrectness of his whole plan 
and its single sections. He will consider a disease which has al- 
ready lasted some time, as a compound of many canses and their 
effects originating from one fundamental cause, similar to a larger 
or smaller ball of thread, containing one nucleus, which he endea- 
vours to unwind until be comes to the nucleus, to the primitive 
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cause itself, or at least to its primary effect. — His ta^ resembles 
the untired exertions of a true philantbropist, who uDdertakes to 
rescue a wretched person, sunk by a bad education and by mis- 
fortane into vice and misery : he will notice minutely his cotinte- 
nance, the expressions of his thoughts and feelings, and even his 
negligent dress ; but he will .pay most particalar regard to his true 
biography, he will scrutinize minutely the different causes and 
their effects obvious in the biography, undl he can arrive at one 
original cause, and project a circumspect plan for successive ope- 
rations, to remove the first cause, if possible ; and will not fancy 
that he can make him sensible of the delights, happiness, and self- 
satisfaction of a virtuous life, by one moral speech, or, much less, 
by another dress : and oidy then, if he cannot find the primitive 
cause, or cannot successfully combat it, he will attempt to amelio- 
rate or to remove the external conditions, the symptoms : he may, 
by so doing, afterwards succeed in ameliorating or removing the 
first cause also ; but this evidently depends more on mere chance 
than the first plan. 

With regard to the unwinding of the disease to its commence- 
ment firom a simple or more or less compound cause, it is indeed 
very remarkable, how often a close observer will find nature pur- 
suing this course in re-establishing health, sometimes even with- 
out medical assistance ; though all advocates of methods which 
rely, only upon symptoms, and'especially hom(eopathists, have not 
the least conception thereof. Thus, severe inflammatory diseases 
of the serous membranes of the brain, or of the mucous membranes 
of the throat, of the intesdnes, etc. in children, frequently arising 
from a suppressed cold, or from a badly treated chronic eruption 
of the skin, inc. appear generally to be not safely cured, until the 
original local affection is re-established and properly treated. The 
profession has, on that account, in almost all ages, mistaken si- 
milar' processes for critical evacuations, by which a morbid mat- 
ter is thrown outof the body, which the fancy ofthe physicians pre- 
sumes to be the only cause ofthe disease ; whereas it is to be regard- 
ed merely as the natural consequence of the more energetic gene- . 
ral vital reaction, and of the re-beginning healthy functions of 
the secretory organs, unable immediately lo prepare a sound se- 
cretory or excretory matter ; or of processes which tend to restore 
the former genaral ^degree of relative health, and endeavour also • 
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(o n-esubligfa the lets unpartant diieaw ; beiog tbe acccuory nnd 
■imnlUiieoui acU ofoKlure in Iter operations to restore health. 

Such preaumed crkicai evacuatioOB or depoeite, if forced by drugs 
directly, inMead of jiidiciouBly supporting their beneficial cauae, 
must do much iajury. Critical eyaiptonis, as well as the critical pe- 
riods of most acute diseases, are for this reasoD, undoubtedly highly 
important, not only for the prt^oosia hut also for the treatment, 
iuai«niuch as their appearance, after foreboding fovorable syBiplomt 
aitd Eiimultaneoua marks, is moetly a sign, but not a cause of the 
patients approaching lecovery; by following thi8Bugge8tion,thegreat 
value of their minute knowledge, to be drawn from the writings of 
creditable practitfoners of all ages and at the bed-sides of patienlSf 
will be increased rather than lessened, Wherever, in compli- 
cated cases, the profession acts in conformity with nature, we may 
consider it generally a certain sign of convalescence, if slighter 
symptoms, which accompanied the first outset of tbe disease, reap- 
pear ; a process which clearly explains the suggestions above ex- 
pressed, in regard to the numerous changes of the causes and their 
effects into other causes, &c., and which is very properly called by 
some modern German authors, retroformation (RueckbUdung.) 
In children, for instance, in whotn nature operates more regu- 
larly, especially in regard to the re-productive prdcesses, the reco»ery 
from very severe diseases, frequently arising from neglected ccdd, 
seldom fails, even under the continuance of the pathc^nomonical 
ey mptoma,when they begin to sneeze, and when their Schneiderian 
membrane rebegins to secrete mucus profusely ; except in the last 
stages of scarlet fever, with diphtberitis maligna and inflamtnatory 
affections of the brain, where this symptom proves generally very 
ominous, or is, as the profession used to term such signs, only a 
symptom ^ic one. 

. Among the many morbid phenomena which caused tbe moat 
ertooeous sugge8tions,io ihetAd medic^ schools as welt as inbomcB»- 
pathia, we may.mention such iiUMi>id functions as becaeie habitual^ 
or those which by their long continuance became not only com- 
patible with K^rable good health, but aeemed essentially tobeloog to 
the latter, BO as to cause, when euppreaaed, severe diseases. Tbe ge- 
neral opinion, still maintained by most phyacians, that the suspeo- 
sion of the habitual morlttd process itself, is the cause of a merely ' 
contemporaneous disea0e,.is owing also to their siqwrficia) rdiance 
upon symptonie, being not aware that the absence^ or coexiateace of 
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two or more sytnptmDe does not imply their dq^ndence upon each 
other as cauae and eSect, but authorizes us rather to adopt with 
more propriety, a common cause, producing both the Buspenraoa of 
the h^Htual morbid function aa well as the new disease. In cont»- 
queaceof tbeae false conceptions their [^a» of treatment being in gc 
neralexduaivdydirect«d to restore the suppressed habituaisecialioa, 
is uaually injurious. Hahnemann, in his OrgantHi aMdm his work 
on chronic diaeaaee, considers all habitual morbid functions a> 
(ffoduoed by the rude and impetuously acting vital powers, which 
being, by this their allqiatbic mode of cure, incapaUe of directly 
removing the very cause of tdmoet all the chronic diseases, namely 
itch, substiuite tot this general disease a local one, generally worse 
than the former. We shall soon see in what this, his latest doctrine, 
consists, and mention here only that -the phui generally ad(^>ted by 
the prafeesiiMi, Ua the cure of such suppteeeed habitual morbid 
functions must irequeotly fail ; if it however succeeds, the coostt' 
tutioa o( the patient is often more or less impaired by it, leaving 
him disposed either to a severer relapse of the same habitual disease 
or to some other chronic one, as all indirect treatment usually does. 
We have <^n observed these natural consequences of such erro- 
neous medical treatment, for instance, when the suj^ressed hee- 
morrhoidai dux,* or the euf^iressed menstruation itself have been 
considered the causes of the disease, and patients suffering with 
the latter, and jUtreated with repeated Ltleedings, teechee, llie 
strongCBt emmenagogues, &c., fell, like many others, victims to 

• ThiM ii not lh« proper place (o diicara more niiDDMlj audi lopici ; but fron 
long eipsrieoce we feel ealiiiled to EUgacBt ihst hxmoiihoids or piles, whether flaent 
or Dot, udierileii or not, in young ae w3[ ai in old penons, moelly depend not upon a 
plethotB, or orgumus in the rena portaram, obBtruction^ in the liver and otbei abdo' 
mina) orguis, &c., oor upon a, predominant venosity, so much advocated in modem 
times M the came of muiy diaeosei, but upon a morbid scDon of the lower part of Ihs 
■pinal marrow, the neriee arising from it, and their important anatomical and func- 
tional connectiona with the abdominal and other gatiglia. The different morbid aflec- 
tioDB heretofore named, may themoelTea be considered aa the consequence of this 
cause ; and this will be best explained b; the intimate conneiiou of hormorrhoids 
with BO many dMigeroaschronicdiaeaBSS, and tbe saluearr use of intenial and eiler* 
nal remedies belonging to tbe class of nervina, when allied by slight digesliTes and a 
proper mental and physical regimen. Though the diseases ofthe spinal manuw, after 
being so loog neglecled by Oie profession, have become lately a httbby wilb soma 
distinguished practitioners, especially in Germany, they may however be considered to 
» mnch larger extent than the profeaaiou is atjl aware of, as the origiiuJ cause of 
■nanv serious and especially chronic diseases. Hypochondria hysteria, diabetes, 
fiatula sni, and simitar important diseases in the abdominal organs, may depend upon 
tbe mottiid innerralioli of these reapective orgooa from amal) diseaasd placea of the 
apinal marrow, and the nervaa oiisinating from them, so ihat very small distances in 
the Bfine may decide on the formation of one. in preference to another of the diseases 
mentioned, and these may therefore be also most easily and quickly remedied, by 
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coDsumplioiij dropsy, paralysis, &c., from ioaaitioD, with or wHhoul 
the reappearance of the habitual bKmonhoidal or menstrual fiux, 
BO long desired ; while on the contrary, in similar cases, patients 
have easily beenrestoredjby relying only upon general princi[^ and 
indications, without particular regard to the reappearance or uoo- 
appearance of the former symptom, the habitual morbid evacuation, 
which; in nine times out often, is suppressed merely fioax delnUty, oi 
from sympathetica! causes, to the benefit rather than to the injury of 
the patient, until the removal of the true cause admits their spon- 
taneous, and only then also, salutary reappearance. In several 
diseases such habitual morbid secretioas will, therefore, be ob- 
served to continue and to increase considerably, and, nevertheless, 
the health not he reslwed ,b'ut rather still more seriously injuredjUntil 
the increased morbid secretion is again reduced to its former degree ; 
and this frequently is done best by such remedies as in healthy 
persons or in other diseases, would produce the same. As we 
have seen, these facts belong to the most prominent pillars on 
which the author of homoeopatbia has founded and constraeted 
his maxim, simUia simihbus curantur; they readily dazzle the 
eyes <tf many, who are easily misled by their want of judgment 
and practical talent. Indeed, the Btatement being cwrect, that. the 
same remedies which in many cases contribute to increase a secre- 
tion, are effectual in checking it when superabundant, was loo 
striking not to be used in support of a doctrine, which even in its 
few truths relies solely upon statements or merely palpable feds, 
and is advocated by those only, who, ignorant of sound physiological 
and pathogenetical principles, depend only on phenomena and 
care not to investigate their various causes. The old proverb, 
" omne simile claudicat," which is true of bomteopathia in general, 
is particularly applicable in these cases. On a nearer examination 
they prove just the contrary to what they were intended to prove, viz. 
that a mere reliance on symptoms is delusive, whereas on the con- 
trary, the conditions under which these phenomena generally 
appear, prove to be accesstHy effects only of the rational treatment, 
which operated indirectly or rather apparently upon the symptom, 
being however directed to counteract directly the cause only. — 
Should these cases offer such positive arguments for the correctness 
of the boma>x>patbic fundamental maxim, similia siniilibus curan- 
tur, we should find no case totally at variance with it, and 
much lees would it be pregnant with the many absurdities which 
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we have already quoted, and wfaich we shall more fuUy mention 
heieaftei. The fact that the same drugs which in most cases ag- 
gravated a disease, by increasing a superabundant secretion, check 
and cure the same in a few similaT cases, proves conclusively, that 
the latter cases must depend upon acceossTy or unknown causes, 
or more properly apon such as are opposite to those of the former. It 
is a bad rule that will not work both ways, and an old but always 
true saying, " circumstances alter the case." Nobody, for instance, 
will assert that water must be the best material for preserving fire, 
because in some instances in which it became decomposed by the 
heated subBtances, the violence of the dames was exceedingly in- 
creased by it ! 

' Death, by external violence or poison excepted,;the rational phy- 
siiaan does not acknowledge the unconditional and absolute action 
of any treatment, or of any specific remedy ; he uses the same reme- 
dies in cases apparently different, and different remedies in cases ap- 
parently identical or similar ; his only intention is, and must always 
be, to prescribe the same treatment, where he has reason lo pre- 
sume the same causes. In the cases before us he cannot therefore 
admit, either the absolute antipathic, or much less the homreo- 
pathic property of the drug, as directly restraining the profuse 
morbid secretion, but must believe that it became restricted by the 
consecutory aod beneficial effect of the ratiooat treatment upon 
the vital powers in general, which could not suffer the cause of the 
symptoms longer to prevail ; or that it was the contemporaneous 
speofic action of the drug upon the affected secretory organ, pro- 
moting the same end. This will be the more evident in observing, 
that it is not sufficient only to reduce the superabundant morbid 
secretion to its former quantity, but also to its former qualUy, and 
that only when this takes place, we may confidently hope that the 
vital functions of the whole body and of the diseased secretoiy 
organ are in the best way of recovery. Every attentive practitioner 
will, for instance, often observe, that as a very abundant perspira- 
tion is a symptom of many acute fevers and of other diseases ; the 
former beloug mostly to the class of bilious remittent or typhus 
fevers, which, if they do not originate from a marsh or another 
miasma, or from contagion, fi'equently arise from checked perspi- 
ration, and commence from the neglect or illtreatment of the 
slight catarrhal or rheumatic affections, which they present in the 
beginning. Unless important organs are so affected as to require 
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parUcular care, these fevers aDd the excessive perspiration will be 
safely removed, only wbeD, by a judicioiM diaphoretic treatmeDt 
wilb otninoiiia, camphor and similar diffusible sudorifics, the quan- 
tity and quality of the perspiration are altered. The profeseioa 
uses, particularly in such cases, the term " critical evacuation," 
under the erroneous impression that the matter perspired, being 
c^ensive and chemically different from what it was before, during 
the state termed " crude," is the cause of the disease, while, bow- 
ever, it is merely the consequence of the rebeginning healthy stats 
of the bef<nv suppresaed or morbidly altered secretory fancUoos 
and normal nervous actions in the skin, and other organs sympa- 
thetically connected with it. With similar views Uie celebmted 
Oerman (rfiysician, Lentin, stated, about forty years ago, (and we 
have oflen found it correct), that maoy severe and obstinate chronic 
diseases arise only from the sudden suppression of an offensive 
baUtual perspiration of the feet, and that the disease is with diffi- 
culty removed by any remedy, not even by those which abun- 
dantly increase the perspiration of the feet, unless its original ha- 
tutual offeasivenesB becomes restored, which, he thinks is generally 
very difficult. Professor J. J. Albers, at Bonn, in his aMe treatise 
m ulcers o( the intestines, (Ueber Darmgeshwuere, 1831), ascribes 
some cases of dotbienteritis, and its common latal termination by 
abdomind consumption, to the same cause. 

From the <dde8t ages down to the present time, few prejudices 
kava been retained so firmly as this, that the cure of old 
natural ulcers or artificial issues may be very injurious. The 
former are often produced by nature, the latter by art, for real allo- 
pathic purposes, so much condemned by Hahnemann, though it is 
justly considered in medicine, as in all occurrences of common 
life, foctuQale to acquire for a greater evil or inconvenience, a rela- 
tively smaller one. Intimately connected, by their long continuance, 
with the whole human economy, their inconsiderate removal by 
means which render the individual still more sickly, such as the 
constant use of purgatives, antidyscrasics, &c. with a view to re- 
move a virulent matter, with or without the topical application of 
artringents, desiccalives, or similar remedies, must prove detri- 
mental, either directly, because they check a process which haWt 
has rendered indispensable for tolerable good health, or indirectly, 
by reducing the vital energy to such a degree, that it can no longer 
«oaUnue this process at a distance from impcwtant organs, where it 
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was less injurioue, and which, therefore, now occurs in a mor« 
impoitaat pait. The chronic ulcer is ceitainly a very important 
disease, which should be cured, if possible, but not merely aup- 
preased. The issue may be s^utary in many serious diseaseq 
which aie not as easily cured by any other remedy ; but the pre- 
sumed oeceesity of maintainiDg it for many years, or for life, is 
very inconvenient and mostly imaginary. During some severe 
diseases, and under the injurious influence of other causes, which 
impair the vital energy, natural as well as artificial ulcers of long 
standiDg, frequently heal by themselves, even with the greatest 
care taken lo keep them open. The exertions to reproduce them, 
will prove beneficial, only if the cause of the new accessory disease 
ia removed, without affecting the state of things which prevailed 
befiwe. But by successfully counteracting both causes at once, tl^e 
disi^pearance of an old ulcer, may it have existed ever so long, 
will, on the contrary be beneficial. 

Hahnemann's assertion, in his OrgaiKHi, and in his work on 
chronic diseases, that before his time, the profee^n had treated all 
chronic eruptions and syphilitic local afTections by eKtemal reme- 
dies only, is one of his many falsehoods, and is contradicted by him- 
. sdf, in censuring the eilqiathic illtreatment of such diseases by 
large doses of medicines. The history of practical medicine sadly 
proves, that up to the last few years, when it became the feshion of 
many physicians to set at stake human life and hei^th by abstain- 
ing from all internal remedies in constitutional diseases,* it was 
considered almost a crime to apply external remedies in such 
cases \ internal medicines only were used, and in many cases under 
the vague name of specifics, blood-purifyers, &c., they ruined like- 
wise the constitutions of many thousands, without uiy, or with 
only apparent relief. 

We may also presume, with great propriety, that the different 
species and varieties of many diseases belonging to Mie doss, 
though presenting to our senses such difierent figures and shapes, 
as, for instance, the great number of exaatbematic diseases, sonte- 
times depend upon the same cause, modified only by inagoificoAt 

■ Hereni;, for itmtance. itill to mdiBpeDubls far tbe ra4ic«J cure of ill tf^iiit 
diMMm, ii DOW M nnieh decried in theae complaints bj the ajme physicimiij who pre- 
Kiibe calomel bj tea-ipoon-fuli in diseues, wbeie it i> of more injuTj ihaa good, 
Ifast eren laymen mike it bow generallj, Ibe fiiit condition of an anijphilitic Irest- 
Bwnt, not to preicribe for them any meicury ; a mode which, when phyaieiaQa com- 
ptj with, from wbaterer reuona, will be deplured, sooner or later, by the fooliah p>- 
ttmt, w V knnwiucbcaaei, ne^ected in a iitoilai manner by homceopathiab. 
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individual circumstaDces, and thnt, therefore, «uch minute dtstinc- 
tionB, as tbe profeasion it indebted fat (o the researches of Bateman, 
Alibert and others, are more iuteresting to the natural history of 
ezEUithematic diseases in genend, than they will ever be of service 
to an equally minute medical treatment' 

In all thoBe cases, therefore, where diseases arise from a sup- 
pressed habitual morbid secretion, or from a similar affection, to be 
considered not entirely local, be it a single ulcer, or a chrcmic cu- 
taneous disease, like herpes, impetigo, &c^ a rationed method of 
treatment resorting (o the causes, and regarding the symptoms as 
less impcMtant, will succeed best. In conformity with the laws of ani- 
mal life, the proper object of the profession is to reestablish tbe 
disturbed equilibrium, or tbe correlativeness of the two factors 
primarily constituting all organised life, with particular regard to 
the extensire as well as intensive enei^ of all vital actions, and 
also to the great variety of the living chemical processes eetaUtshed 
in the different systems, organs and parts. If this can be properly 
effiwled, the patient will then recover entirely, even vnthout the 
return of his former habitual morbid secretion; but if the relative 
prt^rtion of the two factors, their mutual correlation, and the par- 
ticular living chemical processes resulting therefrom, are only partly 
and imperfectly re-established, similar to the former state of a 
merely relaliva health, then the patient may likewise recover, but 
only to that degree of relative health, which admits of, or even in- 
dispensably requires, the recommencement and continuance of the 
accustomed morbid secretion. 

Among similar prejndiceg of the profession, existing before 
Hahnemann, and particularly entertained by him, we may place the 
erroneous conception, that a new disease may cure an old one : 
as, for instance, that an intermittent fever may, by succeeding 
some inveterate chronic diseases, cure them. This appears as false 
as the assertion, that a strong light extinguishes a fainter one, 
because the latter becomes invisible ; or, that a greater vice may 
cure one of less importance, because the greater one either im- 
plies the latter, or destroys the propensity or power of committing 
it. Iftbe former is greater, but of another kind, tbe consequences 
of both will be still observable, provided that they do not com- 
bine in a third — As allopathists, we_ adhere to the old orlhodoi 
opinion, that the proper antipathic remedy, reason, applied in 
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tine M tbe additional vice will radically cure (lie new and the old 
vice also : whereas homtEOpatbia, if consietent, would sanction the 
abominable opinion, that one vice could only be cured by another 
siinilar one committed in addition, as the best means to ei- 
lingutsh (he first: though, according to tbe lately published 
" great truthH of Hahnemann, the only cause of all human mise* 
ry, physical, mental and moral, and of course also of all human 
vicea, being the itch, bomceopathists may now prescribe a less dis- 
graceful autipBoric. — According to an enlightened pathogeny, no 
disease can really cure another : if it appear to do so in some 
cases, the reason is, (hat every disease, being manifested by ade- 
^nitejbrm, materially depending upon its causes, the new form 
essenUally belonging to the succeeding disease and its greater dis- 
turbances of the animal economy, be it produced by a contagion, 
a miasma, or any other cause, cannot admit the continuance of 
the old form. Two diseases combined with each other in a third 
disease and its proper, mostly hybrid form, will therefore also va- 
nish together by a proper rational treatment, removing the causes 
belonging to both of ibem. And this will also happen in those 
cases, where the weaker disease became suppressed only while tbe 
stronger one prevailed ; but then the former will re-appear and 
continue its proper developement and course after the latter has 
disappeared. — Hahnemann favours tbe opinion, that two or more 
difierent diseases may coexist separately, or also he combined toge- 
ther in a third : nevertheless he^ forbids his followers to attend, at 
the same time, to more than one disease, or to apply any com- 
pound medicine. The logical acuteness of Dr. Hering and his 
brethren may notice this opinion,'aa another argument of their void 
assertion, that "Hahnemann was the first physician who recognised 
" it as indispensable in every disease to regard man as a whole." 
HahoemanD says more cooeistently, somewhere in his Orga- 
noo or in his Materia Medica, that no substaDce, and of course no 
drug, b abeolutely simple. We would ask, if a homceopatbic drug 
consisting according to this euggestioD, of two or more constituent 
parts, must necessarily act upon twice as many or more symptoms, 
and if Hahnemann admits also the coexistence of two or more 
diseases combined together in a third, presenting of course, symp- 
toms likewise different from both ; what reasonable obje'ction can 
he make to lemove ihem altogether, by combining two or more 
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dru^ in order to make of them also k third, rahaUe to tbe case 
before liim ; Binc« the drug thus becomes only a little moie coirv- 
pound than each of thetn was before? No penoa can reasonably 
object to tbe terms of the different drugs, which if added to tbe 
principal drug, refer to addUional ends intended by them, auch as 
" adjuvants, corrigents," d^ HahaenKinn ridicules these <^ pro- 
fessional terms, because, as be expressly says, he cooeklers it as aa 
additional proof of the ignorance of all allopatbietB ia regard to tbe 
diagaoeie of the disease, and to the knowledge of the qualiUes of 
the simple drugs. We admit that in the homteopatbic experiments 
for ascerlaioing the proper qualities of drugs, every one must be 
tried separately, but we should think, that the bedside of the patient 
is for no physician, and much lees for homcEopathiets, tbe proper 
place to institute experiments with their developed drug-virtues, 
but that here, they should apply them according to tbe previous 
minute knowledge of all disease-and-drug-symptoms, whenever it 
may be necessary to consider two or more natural diseases com- 
bined together. Tbe profession has lately become much opposed 
to compound prescriptions, but wrongly, since if one cause is the 
principal, or if it has taken the lead of the prominent ntorbid process, 
other ones might neveitheless coexist, which, though subordinate 
in their character to the former, have an essential influence' on its 
development and course, and can therefore be properly counter- 
acted only by additional drugs. Simple prescriptions, it is true, are 
generally the criterion of a well educated and judicious physician, a^ 
they prove, that he is not anxious to consider, by a motley mixture 
ofmanydrugs,everyslightsymptom8eparately,but that he possesses 
a clear conception of the whole disease, and has formed a concise 
plan of treatment But the first and principal aim of the physician 
being to cure the patient, in the safest and quickest manner, and 
this end being seldom attainable by tbe simple drug, on account 
of many simultaneous sympathetical affections, the simplicity of 
prescriptions, so much overvalued at present by mere fashion, 
should never interfere in tbe least with bia duties. In general the 
reasons for substituting one drug of a certain class for another of the 
same, are important, though also oppoeed to tbe tenets of honiceo- 
pathia. According to the laws of the living ot^anization, and (^ 
tbe human body particularly, all substances, especially those acting 
ns artificial stimulants, lose tlie properly of affecting tbe incitabilily 
and of generating a reaction, in direct proportion to the time of its 
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rxintiaued deliaite quantity, however imperceptible it may often be 
to our nairowly confined senses. If therefore there are several 
drugs similar in their constituent parts and in their action as reme- 
dies, and the judicious physician has special reasons for not io'- 
creasing the dose of one of them, when it refuses service after some 
time has elapsed, be may often employ another with success, and 
in doses comparatively much smaller than the former was used. 

The true cause of this fact will be explained, satisfactorily 
only when future chemical investigations shall prove it todepend 
upon more or less trifling differences in the proportion of the cod- 
stituent parts of both ; perhaps, upon a different electro-magnetical 
tension. A materia medica, embracing only a few of the most ef- 
fectual remedies of a whole class is therefore very defective, and 
(his defect increases in relation to certain compositions of drugs, 
which experience has proved to be more effectual in particular 
cases, than the simple drugs of which they consist. The wise 
laws of a strict medical police, Rud the intelligent framers of a 
good pharmacopeia, are, therefore, not over-hasty in declaring a 
simple drug or a compound medicine as obsolete, but insist, for 
the benefit of the profession and the public, that the pocket of the 
apothecary should suffer by his keeping on band a greater variety 
of drugs and medicines than is commonly required, rather than to 
Lose the means of affording relief to a patient on account of the de- 
fectiveness of his stock.— -All these considerations are beneath the 
elevated mind of the faithful homoeopath ist, who trusls with im- 
plicit confidence to his valuable pocket-drug-store — his fancied 
arsenal against the contents of Pandora's box! — It is difficult to 
account for Hahnemann's great objection to nil compound medi- 
cines, except by the greater difliculties which his monstrous symptO' 
matology must have presented to him in minutely adapting hb 
method to complicated cases, and therefore also to compound me- 
dicines. We may ascribe this also to his anxious desird to com- 
plete a charlatanism quite new, and of his own invention, in pre- 
scribing simple drugs, which belaid open to the eyes of the public, 
and the credit of which he endeavoured to strengthen and to extol 
bydelusive experiments and flat treatises, whilst all other quacks 
have hitherto tried to involve their all-curing specifics in mystery 
by numerous combinations of drugs. 

Hahnemann speaks in many places of his works of tUe indirect 
AUd direct medical treatment, considering the former as sutisti* 

J8 
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tuling one disease for another, and as tbe only one hitherto pur- 
sued by the physicians of all gchools, and claiming the latter as a 
never-failing radical mode of cure for hia homoeopathic method. 
Though his distinction of a direct and indirect treatment, if taken 
ia its proper sense, is just, it must be evident to every one, that 
even admitting homcBopathia to be correct, according to its avowed 
reliance on symptoms merely, without reference to any causes, no 
medical method could claim with less propriety to be a direct one 
than this ; — events a system of criminal jurisprudence which refers 
only to the similarity of cases, without any regard to the moral 
imputabihty, to the motives, and to the many important circum- 
stances which may aggravate, mitigate, or annul a punishment, 
could not be called a direct, just and reasonable one. — As we have 
alluded to above, in speaking of the symptomatic treatment, the 
greatest source of error in medical practice, which has hitherto ar- 
rested iu advancement, and will ever do so if not properly under- 
stood, is, that the immediate consequences of two totally different 
or even opposite modes of treatment in similar cases, are not only 
sometimes alike, but even that the wrong one is olten for some time 
after followed by an apparentljMirilliant success. This is one of the 
principal reasons why, in all ages, many intelligent men have lost all 
4»)Dfidence in the medical profession; that it has been, and still is, the 
object of ridicule and contempt, and that physicians often leave the 
choice of their treatment rather to mere chance,, than to rational 
inductions, after they have witnessed in large hospitals, as well as 
iu the lecture-rooms of celebrated professors, the most opposite 
modes of treatment, equally recommended by each party, as the 
only ones for a safe and quick cure. Thus any new or old sys- 
tem or method of practice, invented or compounded by an adven- 
turous professor, especially if supported by his learning, eloquence 
and rank, frequendy bcc(»aes fashionable among the profession, 
and causing more or less injury to the pubUc, offers to the druggist 
a golden or an iron age. 

Bleitha! who sees without BUrprise, 
The Tuions Bjateme fsll nod lise, 

Aa ahifia the fickle gale ; 
While all theii uUnoet force eleit 
To wound the foe's unguarded pait. 

And all alike pieTail, — Blacklock. 

Should the success of a medical treatment really be the same, 
whatever mode or fashion is adopted ; and should its provisions be 
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really so scanty as to leave this reinfkrkaliie problem unsolved; llien, 
every honest man, who has devoted his life lo medical practice 
from humanity and scientific interest, deserves commiseration, 
and those who have unfortunately chosen this mode of gaining 
their livio|r, are excusable for adopting any mode of practice, be it 
even the innocent homceopathic. But it is not so; not only 'the 
principles of rational medicine itself, but every well educated and 
impartial practitioner, provided his practical career was long and 
extensive enough for instituting minute philosophical observatioos, 
can easily solve this problem, by properly explaining the great dif- 
ferences, frequently obvious in the consequences of a direct or ra- 
tional, and an indirect of merely symptomatical treatment, though 
many &vourable circumstances, not dependant on the control of 
the physician, frequently frustrate the former, or compensate for 
the bad consequences of the latter, and thus contribute to perpe- 
tuate the errors and mistakes of the healing art. The profession 
has hitherto noticed this great difference only in a few chronic 
diseases, confirming the important truth, that by an improper 
treatment the disease may be apparently cured, while it is mate- 
rially increased, so as to reappear more destructive and incurable 
after an indefinite length of time. Thus, for instance, if a ronsti- 
' lutional syphilitic ulcer be suddenly removed, merely by the ex- 
ternal application of lead-water or some other astringent, (the 
general course of ignorant quacks,) the experienced physician will 
ascribe the subsequent eruption of constutional syphilis, with all 
its horrid features, be it ever so long after the first attack, to the 
previous ill-treatment ; or if an intermittent fever be removed by the 
use of many ounces of powdered bark, or by arsenic, and after 
some months or even years a dangerous liver complaint, colliquative 
diarrhcea, dropsy, consumption, &X. follow, he will unquestiouably 
ascribe these diseases to the previous imprudent method. But should 
a patient, suffering from a severe attack of haemoptysis, or a si- 
milar disease, be temporarily relieved by repeated large bleedings, 
leeches, calomel, cathartics, &c,, however little these were re- 
quired, and however much a contrary mode of treatment was 
necessary ; and should he, after months or years, without any 
remarkable cause, become affected by dropsy of the chest, pulmo- 
nary consumption, or some othel' dangerous chronic disease, the 
doctor will ascribe these calamities to some fictitious or real acci- 
dent, rather than to his previous injudicious iUtreatment ; nay ! 
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fthoultl he reflect upon the old diseoise and admit its influence iiT 
tfae present liopefess case, he will rather reproach himeelf sea^etly 
for not having EuSicieotly followed, in the former disease, the pre- 
scriptions of modern practice, for not having bled, leeched, purged, 
&c., enough to subdue the inflammation of the lungs, the heart, &c. 
la large hospitals, as the patients are dismissed after ibeir disease 
has been temporarily removed in a similar inconsiderate manner, 
and as on a renewed attack, they seldom return to the same insti- 
tution and physician, the recurrence of the former disease, or of 
another, is observed less frequently than in private practice ; and 
in the annual hospital reports, hundreds are therefore aumbered 
among those radically cured, who afterwaMs died of a severe 
relapse, or of another disease, or also continue to Hve in a feeble 
stale of health, frequently caused merely by neglect, or the strict 
adherence to a fitshionable treatment. I'h us these public institu- 
tions, which, by their many and prominent advantages over private 
practice, could largely contribute to the improvement of medical 
practice, are frequently the very hot-houses of a partial and rude 
method, which becomes the fashion of the age, by the renown of 
the celebrated professor and the many students attending the 
eloquent lectures and the treatment of the hospital autocrat 

We have already tried to explain, that all organized fife must 
be considered as the product of two factors, and perfect or absolute 
health as the harmonious and energetic reciprocal actiofi of all the 
integral parts of the living individual, &c. Under this ideal, which 
seldom or perhaps never exists, are ranged all the various states^ 
which, more or less approaching i(, are comprised under the con- 
ceptions of relatively or tolerably good health, fioth are founded 
upon an equilibrium in the actions of the said parts, the fatter, 
however, with less intense vital energy (Wirkungsvermoegen,) 
as originally communicated to every individual by his relatively 
healthy parents and preserved by his prudent life. It is evident 
that not only a great variety of equilibriums can exist, all of which 
depend upon the proportionate quantity on both sides, and admit 
a certain degree of vital energy, but also, that the lower degrees of 
this vital energy cannot resist so eflectually certain injurious 
influences, which would cot have affected persons enjoying 
a higher degree of vital equilibrium with its more intensive 
Energy ; a state which is termed, general morbid disposition, (all- 
genteine Krankheits-antage,) and generally arises after ao indirect 
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tceatmetil from a simullaDeous latenl and slumberiDg focus of 
a morbid reaction. We may compare ihis witli a pair of scales ; 
but with this difference, that the scales will present the equiiibrium 
with or without any weight on them, but the vital equilibrium 
must always contain a sufficient quantity of weight and its coun- 
terbalance, to preserve the degree of vital energy, indispensable foi' 
the proper resistance to esLernal injuries, and for the continued 
feehngs of psychical and physical comfort. It is also evident that 
though in weighing a piecious sulBtance, the disturbed equilibrium 
may be restored in two modes, it is nevertheless highly important 
to the owner, that it is done, not by taking off from this precious sub- 
stance on the one side, but by adding, if possible, to the weight on 
the other. In order to esplain this important topic of an indirect 
and direct treatment more clearly, let us imagine two poor men, 
similar in age, health, and in aU and every other respect. A 
thousand dollars in small coin is given to both, provided they will 
carry it home with them. The day is warm, and after they have 
proceeded half-way, both drop down exhausted. Two spectators 
now approach, anxious to give them aid : one, inconsiderat^y 
takes off the load of money from one of them, while the other be- 
nefactor judiciously tries to restore the second sufferer, merely by 
food, drink, &.c., and advises him to proceed on his way slowly. 
An idle spectator, not knowing the particulars, will consider the 
aid administered to the former much more effectual, when he per- 
ceives him jumping up with eaae, while the latter creeps home 
slowly- The final result of this adventure is, that the one remains 
poor, whilst the other becomes wealthy. We will now ask: whether 
the indirect treatment of the former, though apparently direct, 
was not irrational, in comparison with the direct, though seem- 
ingly indirect treatment of the latter? In some situations both 
might have needed the removal of the burthen, or the saciiflce of 
the money, for the preservation of their lives, and then, of course, the 
aid would have been direct in both ; but as the principal object 
failed, it is only relatively direct, and no reasonable man would ad- 
vocate this method, unless it was urgently required, or the absolute 
direct aid, if possible, had first been tried. We do not assert that the 
instance given is a direct parallel case, " omne simile claudicat,'' 
though it is not inferior to many similar popular explanations made 
by Hahnemann. — It may, however, be obvious, that, for instance, 
in many diseases producing a diminished vital reaction of the 
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reaction of the sanguineous lystem, two modes of treatment are 
possible ; one of which tends to restore indirectly the disturbed 
equilibrium by dimioisbing the relative pletliora or orgasmus of 
the blood, and the other, the rational direct treatment, endeavours 
to restore the impaired normal nervous reaction. The latter 
is still more rational in regard to its later consequences, for if the 
relatively increased quantity of blood is diminished, two defects are 
substituted for one, viz : the totality of the individual vital energy 
ia reduced to a lower degree, and probably the original disproportion 
will soon exist in a greater degree, by the lose of the living fluid 
which contributes also so much to support the vital actions of the 
nervous system. Mutatis mutandis, the same will be the case if a 
predominant cause excites the nervous system, especially in its 
central parts, and where the vital reaction of the irritable or san- 
guineous system is simultaneously, but likewise only relatively, 
suppressed ; with this difference only, that, whereas rational me- 
dicine admits the existence of no substance the primary effect of 
which is dii-ectly anodyne, although its alter-action may be so, 
therefore also, in all cases where the primary exciting effect of ano- 
dynes is to be apprehended, the reaction of Lhe sanguineous system 
must be reduced before they are applied. Farther, as the nervous 
system, in this instance, like the vascular system in the first in- 
stance, is the centre of a morjiid excitement, it will draw for a 
length of time the nourishment for its morbid reaction from the 
blood, if this ia not checked by judicious depletion. The strictest 
antiphlogistic method must therefoie be considered a direct treat- 
ment, in all those cases, where over-excitement, a tendency to plastic 
ibrmations, &c., exists in both these principal systems of the human 
body; and many cases also happen, which are so very urgent as not 
to allow time for direct interference, but only for indirect treatment. 
It b also true, that even if no imminent danger exists, the partlcu- 
larform of a disease sometimes does not admit the direct treatment, 
until such a form is changed by an indirect one into another form, 
known by expeiience to be a more accessible or tractable one ; 
though these cases are less frequent than many physicians believe. 
We mention these brief outlines of a rational, physiological medicine, 
merely to enable the general reader to explain for himself, why of 
two opposite modes of medical treatment, the wrong one may suc- 
ceed, from circumstances beyond the control of the physician, or, 



),.vGoo<^Ic 



143 

<ut is generally the case, af^pears only lo have succeeded in iis im- 
mediate coDeequences, until when after the lapse of some time the 
patient becomes undeceived. The reader also may judge for him- 
self, whether such shallow reasoning as bomceopathia generally, 
and particularly its maxim, sirailia similibus curantur, presents, can 
ever be the leading principle of an art, which justly claims to rest 
OD the minutest philosophical researches, and on the most unpre- 
judiced and faithful experiences. 

Though, with respect, to the profession at large there is, as we 
have seen, some truth in Hahnemann's assertion, that no sound 
conception of the mode in which medicines operate has hitherto 
existed, still this is by no means applicable to those distinguished 
physicians of all ages, who have proved by their practice and 
writings, that they could well account for their rational directions, 
and that true talents will always elevate men alxive the standard of 
their profession, and free them from the fetters of confining tenets. 
' Hahnemann justly censures also in his works, that in the text- 
books on practical medicine, drugs which produce a totally dilTerent 
and often an opposite effect, are recommended by the highest au- 
thorities for one and the same disease; and vice versa, that one and 
the samedrug is recommended, in the text-books on Materia Medica, 
for different and even opposite maladies. But the conclusions which 
he draws from these facts in favor of his doctrine are false, and the 
contrary of his assertions will be evidently as true, by proving, as 
we have attempted, the facts quoted, to arise from the want or 
disregard of general principles, and from overvaluing the similarity 
of symptoms which freqaenlly depend on very different or even 
opposite causes. This howeverdoes not imply the indirect admission 
of the false conception, that one cause must always have different 
effects, and vice versa ; but all causes of diseases being a compound 
of the vital reaction and the external agents, the immensely mul- 
tijilied reactions of all parts constituting the organized living body, 
varied also in every individiial,, and by the innumerable circum- 
stances under which he at any moment exists, our senses cannot 
observe minutely and distinguish the immense variety of the effects 
and all their deeper or lighter shades, and that therefore, the 
identity or mete similarity which «xperienc« presents to us, must 
be exceedingly delusive, unless we refer chiefly to the more or less 
prominent causes. It is evident also that, as Hahnemann solely 
refers to the similarity between the symptoms of ihe drvig-sicknesB 
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and those of the D.itural disease, and makes the treatment of all 
diseases to depend on this similarity ; he believes either that an 
ounce of bark or an atom of arsenic, &c., is equivalent to all the 
influences which procreate the natural diseases, where the virtues of 
bai'k, arsenic, &c., are remedies, or admits that similar effects may 
arise from two causes quite dissimilar, and widely diflferent in theii 
power, 

Hahnemann's repeated reproaches against the profession for im- 
itating the salutary proceedings of nature in curing diseases, are 
worthy of his foolish conceptions of the vital powers of nature, 
already frequently quoted. Though we are far from invoking the 
vis medicatrix nalarte, or the healing power of nature, according to 
the present mode of many, as a deus ex machina, In cases of neces- 
sity,' still we would wish that his reproaches were true, and that 
physicians were really guilty of minutely listening to the operations 
of nature, in order to learn, by what simple means and processes she 
attains great ends; and how, when left undisturbed, she frequently 
cures diseases, which would never have prevailed so extensively, if 
mankind had never strayed from her simple and true dictates. 
Hahnemann was well aware, that aU his whimsical suggestions in 
regard to the developed virtues of drug-atoms, would not be adopted 
for a moment, unless he boldly claimed for them an always abso- 
lute and unconditional power, and no one but he could deny, that 

* putting oat of view all teleologjcal Had metaphysical leflections about the end 
and object of tbs existence of mortal beinge, nbich we deiotedly believe to be the 
greatest happiness imapoHble of eTery individaal; the tendency of nature appeari, to 
the naturalist onJ physician, directed to (he preeervationof the whole speciec of liring 
beings, rather than to that of its individuals. Always acting OD Gied. eternal laws, 
nature will contribute to the desttuction of one indiridual as well as to the preeerva- 
tinn of another, leaniig to the huoian intellect one of its principal antitheses of re,- 
flection, viz. ProvidencB and absolute necessily— The life of the tender f»tus is 
protected in the same moment and by the seme law of natnro by which another 
indlridnal perishes; and the decrepid old man. tired of bis long career, is reserved 
from imminent danger by the same operation of nature, as that by which the youth 
fades prematurely away, in the prime of his cheerful life, by an inflammation of the 
heart, consumption, etc. The same electricity, bursting forth in a thunder -storm, 
kills and calls into existence thousands of beings at the saoie momeDt. 

I." LCCB. 

We are therefore net justified in terming the same power either healing or destroy- 
ing, though the physician shonld eenerally attend rather (o the destructive than to the 
healing power of nature ; since the former prevails more prominently in all diseases 
than the latter, which, in its integrity, would, liolent assaults excepted, never be 
obliged to cure a disease, because it would alwnys prevent it. This however should 
never exempt him from minutely obeerving, when the heaUng direction of nature is to 
be snpporteil only by n cautions active treatment, or as generally might then b^ more 
advisable, by thu removal of all interference of the art. 
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thoee are the most blessed priests of the healing art, wHo devotedly 
obey the voice of nature and her laws. But Hahnemann's re- 
proaches in regard tothetrealmenthitherto pursued by themas!! of 
the profession, are but too true, if we regard only the facts, leaving 
his explanaiioDs unnoticed. The history of medicine teaches th«t 
the profession has either been in favor of locating the prosimate 
cause of all diseases in some one of the three principal systems of the 
human body, viz. the sensitive, irriuble and reproductive, or of 
adopting merely local derangements. But few distinguished men 
followed the example of a Sydenham, Fried. Hoffman, Krnsl 
Stiihi, &c., in being mindful that nature, throughout her vast 
empire, preseoU in her admirable simplicity the greatest varieties 
and modifications of one and' the same power, that the greatest 
functional changes are frequently produced by the slightest shades 
in the formation of the individual parts, and that the results of our 
directions will prove auspicious in the same proportion as we apply 
general principles to individual cases. By neglecting this philoso- 
phical scrutiny and ratiocination, indispensable to the prontotion ol 
the rational healing art, it remained for ages a more or less station- 
ary empiricism, varying only in this, that when a sufficient number 
had fallen victims to one method, another was adopted, and carried 
again to the utmost extreme like the former, until the cycle of the 
different modes at the disposal of the profession had been completed, 
and one of the old irrational modes of treatment was recom- 
menced. 

Thus we have seen, in our times, patients of Brownists die apo- 
pletic, evidently in consequence of large doses of stimulants, while 
the doctor regretted that the premature death of his patient, which 
of course was considered accidental, did not allow him time for the 
application of still more powerful stimulants. We have seen anti- 
phlogisls repeatedly bleed their patients as long as blood would 
flow from the vein, and then death, vii^ibly promoted by inanition 
and exhaustion, was attributed to the feverish excitement, which in 
the doctor's opinion was not enough abated, or to the imaginary 
violent inflammation, whioh was not safficiently cliecked by the 
lancet, leeches, cupping, Sic; he would have wished to revive the 
jKilient only to renew the exhibition of his professional consistency. 
Who could feel happier, who more satisfied with the correct acuie- 
ness of his diagnosis, when even the post mortem examination pal- 
pably showed inflammation ot one of its common issues? Thai 
19 
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these corpora delicli might have beeu produced by ^uch ;i iiunseiHical 
mode of Ireatmeot, remaioed entirely oul of the q'jesiion. We 
have Been gastriciatB torment their patients with emetics, catharlics, 
calomel, salts, &c., until they expired, and then the intelligent 
doctor, in addition to the many bilious evacuations during lifelime, 
almost always in such cases the artificial product of the illtreat- 
ment, still referred to the thick yellowish coal on tlie longup, to the 
yellow hue of the corpse, &c., as mnthemalical proofs to him, that 
deatli only ensued because the patient had not been seen sufficiently 
early, or had not lived long enough, to swallow still larger doses of 
calomel, jalap, castor oil, &c. 

Some think themselves acting very prudently, if ignorant of the 
philosophical principles of the healing art, they try two opposite 
methods in succession, falsely imagining that they can by such a 
double rude empiricism beat attain the desired end; if, for instance, 
during an acute fever, the doctor is unsuccessful in subduing the 
excitement by all the means of his antiphlogistic armory, he turns 
to the other extreme, and fancying to revive the prostrated vital 
forces, prescribes strong infusions of valerian, decoctions of bark, 
ether, opium, cordials, »fcc. If the patient grows worse hnd dies, 
the doctor will be satisfied, having offered to the patient, in his opin- 
ion the best chance to escape from death, by opening for him the 
two great highways of the profession for the salvation of their 
padents; if he fortunately recovers, the brilliant success will be 
ascribed to the method now best liked by tlie physician; the next 
patient will have to suffer by this method, and may not be lucky 
enough to escape. 

Some excuse their transition from one extreme to the oilier, by 
pretending that the character of all diseases becomes altered by 
atmospheric or telluric changes, every ten or more years. Wlio 
would not admit the existence of atmospheric influences, as seen in 
epidemics, (fee.? but these great changes have by no means been 
conlemporaDeously ascertained by meteorological observations, nor 
confirmed by those physicians, who have practised under the same 
external conditions, and have remained faithful to their principles. 

All these doctors considered their method to be the best, ail ridi- 
culed and pitied their opponents, because, in spile of their murderous 
empiricism, some of their patients either Recovered by their athletic 
constitution, aided by occurrences fortunately beyond the control 
of the doctor, or seemed at least to be radically cured, until after 
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Nome time a serious rcbp^e or nnolher dangerous disease fullowed. 
It it! very natural thai in many cases in which a disease threatened 
to be long and dangerous, and was checked in the beginning by 
the judicious eseitJons of the physicians, his skilful prevention 
remains unnoticed by the patient and his relatives, who, in conse- 
quence of this easy and sudden recovery, could not be aware of the 
danger from which the patient had escaped; and in fact an unpro- 
fessional men would require a very minute knowledge of the healing 
art, in which many doctors even are deficient, to be able to value 
such a case properly. The same may generally be expected, when 
by the propljylaclii; caic of the judicious faujily physician, the 
iiitimbeis of a family enjoy for many years excellent health, 
when compared with other families, where the doctor has frequent 
opportunity for brilliant cures. It is indeed diflicuit to explain 
why, in medical practice, the talents of the physician and the su- 
periority of his method are generally appreciated in direct proportion 
to the length and difficulty of the recovery, and why a patient whose 
good luck alone may have saved him from death, is often regarded ae 
a splendid specimen of professional talent and care, when creeping 
about for months on crutches like a shadow. And much less ex- 
plainable must it appear, that people still possess any confidence in 
the medical profession, when they observe the application of one and 
the same treatment under circumstances which they themselves 
must consider widely different, If for instance a man falls down 
asphyctic, whether in the severest cok| of winter or in the extreme 
heat of summer, whether he is apparently starved or has indulged 
too much in food or drink, whether he appears to have previously 
enjoyed good health, or has been rather reduced, ifec, he must be 
bled, and afterwards take, if possible, an emetic, &c. No one reason- 
ably conjectures that, although by these means he may be revived 
for a short time, the viial powers may become soon extinguished, 
when they might have bfien restored by an opposite mode. 

The manner hitherto pursued, in order to ascertain the eflcct of 
medicines, was and is still very defective, and has led to almost the 
same errors as those caused by Hahnemann's suggestions about 
the effect of simple drugs ; both believing definite drugs or medi- 
cines especially adapted to definite symptoms; allopathia however is 
less defective, because its maxim, contraria contrariis, is far more 
occj^rdant with nature than that of homu'opathia, though we mu^t 
a<ld, with regret but with justice, that the former, in its practical mis- 
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appIicatioD, has hitntrto generally proved to be much more obiioxionH 
than the (alter ever uriil be, when faithfully pursued, if we may 
ascribe a positive preference to anything of merely negntive worth. 

We venture to say that the text-books on Materia Medica have 
done more injury than good to the promotion of rational medicine, 
by defining the positive aaion of drugs. It will always be so, be- 
cause no systematical ulassifiaition, no plan whatever adopted for 
a Materia Medica, can answer the requisites of rational medicine. 
The naturalhistoryuflbedilferentdnigij and their chemical qualities 
excepted, which may be easily combined with botany, chemistry, 
&e., ihis doctrine should cease to exist separately, and the sub- 
stance of it should be combined with general therapeutics, this 
(i4iiloeophy of all practical medicine, so much neglected in the 
course of professional study; and for the same reason geneval 
therapeutics should also take the place of special therapeutics, the 
substance of which could be left with much greater advantage to 
special patholt^y and clinical courses. The mistakes of Materia 
Medica in defining absolute medical properties ufdrugs, and the case 
of applying them as specifics, have promoted a rude empiricism, and 
these may be considered the causes, why the benefits which practical 
medicine has hitherto derived from modern chemistry, consist 
almost solely in a large addition to the already superabundant 
Htock of powerful drugs, which instead of being a blessing to man- 
kind, have frequently been in the hands of the rude empiric only 
BO many more instruments of injury. — " Subjectum istud mediciiia; 
" (corpus nimirum humanum) ex omnibus, quee aatura procreavit 
*'maximeestcapax remedii; sed vici^siiD illud remedium masime 
"est obnoxium errori." — (Fr. Bacon.) 

We have seen already, and shall explain more fully the manner 
in which Hahnemann has treated these subjects, and how little the 
profession cau trust to the results of his experiments and to his 
suggestions. Should we credit some few trustworthy men among 
his followers, we would be indebted to homcet^athia for the know- 
ledge of some substances, now applicable to different topical dis- 
eases, which have hitherto been considered as acting only on whole 
systems of the human body. It however shows gross ignorance 
and assumption, for the author of the " Concise View" and his 
brethren to assert, that Hahnemann introduced as specifics into the 
Materia Medica, such drugs as Digitalis, Pulsatilla, Belladonna, t!^. 

In the aame manner as Mercury was known, long before bis 
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time, to act prominently on the lymphatic system, so we were ac- 
quainted with the effect of Digitalis upon the heart and the arte- 
ries, of opium and similar narcotics upon the nervous, of Belladonna 
upon the nervo- muscular irritability, etc. Could we, however, 
rely more confidently upon his experience at the bed-side of the 
patient, we should owe to him Ihe beneficial efiects of Aconitum in 
the genuine or plastic inflammation of the lungs, of Spougia in a 
similar affection of the mucous membranes and of the glands of the 
throat, of Pulsatilla, erroneously considered by the profession as 
obsolete, for some particular nervous affections of the eyes, etc. etc. 
all of which exert not only a beneficial influence upon the morbid 
disordersof a whole system, but act also specially upon the tissues 
of different organs. But from the following statement, which repre- 
sents the manner in which he instituted his experiments with drugs, 
from those remarks which we shall give at the discussion of the 
3d maxim, and from what we already know of his false statements 
about Belladonna in scarlet fever, about Camphor and Copper in 
Asiatic cholera, etc. we are sorry that we have only to record his 
failures, his fancies, and his rude empiricism.* 

' Since theae remsrlia nere written, we hive aeen uiaiticle in the New- York Com- 
mercial Advertiaar of the 7th of Febniarj, 1834, addressed " to ParenW," and signed 
" t. Citizen." It appeara that Ihia citizen bad lost eooie children by scarlet fever, 
under the medical treatmenl of an allopathiet; and believins thai he himself after- 
ward had an attack of the same disease, and was saved by the homceopathic treal^ 
meat with Bfllladonaa, he tfaoaght it his duty to direct public alteatian to the " igno- 
nmee and obstinacy of the- profession" generally, and to the sreal blessings which 
hamcBopathia secures to mankind, and especially to those attacked by scarlet fever. 

In whatever manner the feelinga ofa well educated unpiofessional person may have 
been affected, both by eilraordinsry misfoclune and by gratitude to the man lo whom 
he thinks himself indebted for relief; It is utterly inconsistent with common sense as 
well as with moral and delicate feeling, lo |>ublish such a remarkably frantic and ma- 
licious article. We should have believed it impossible for snj' citizen of this country, 
nnless he belonged lo the loweal class of qnacks, to disregard not only all ihe deco- 
rum due to the highly respected class of physicians, but to injure, in such a foolish anit 

or may be so unlbrtunale as lo lose theii children or relatives by the same scourge ; 
Bssening, with the utmost and almost mathematical precision, that his own direful 
afflictions, and those of others also, would have been prevented by the homceopalbic 
treatment with Belladonna. We venture to express an<l to vindicate the good sense 
and juit indignation of an enlightened and abused community, in declaring, that we 
have never read any polilicatinn more tmiecoming and/aije ^an this Address to Pa- 
rents. Il seems as if a red-hot hoiaceopalbiet had made a tool of this infatuated 
citiien, and profited also by this opportunity, to direct public attention to his marvel- 
lous all-curing method, without the least regard to truth, to the respect due to Ihe pub- 
lic at large, and to the profession in particolar. We shall say nothing nf the citiipn's 
mtnfale, and also nothing about his brief biography of Hahnemann, as we have 
given above a diferent but true statement of it. ll must, however, appear very un- 
' hit and iDconsistent, that the gentlemen homreopithists of this country, who. liketheii 
mMtei and brethren in Europe, despise the most trusl-worthy literary authorities 
of all ages, and Ihe experience of the greatest«practitionets, hail, from ignorance or 
intentionally , each adventurer who enlers their ranks, and take advantage nf the ig- 
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As it is material lo any one who finds particular interest in the 
results of physical experiments, to know in what manner they arc 
instituted, and as it must be our principal object, to provide the 

disUnjCiiisiicil physkinna and Huihors, who Hre in boili lespecUaE inaigniiicBm uiil un- 
known in tlinir reispectivii countrieB a» they themstlves Kre in [his. in regard lo the 
Germvi. Fren<.'li, nnd Ilnlian doclors. nho hare adopted hamiropathia, and who!« names 
are quoted by "the citizen," as the first In the profession -, we Te(>eat oai former re- 
matk, that they are yHife dmairc men. Hiifeland eice[ited, not one of ihein, has any 
pretensions to medical lalent. or is diEtinguishrd or even known in ihe medical iilera- 

palhia. Hufelaoci, who neverwaB considiTcd in Germany as " the patriarch of German 
medicine," but who was merely and still is highly re«|jected as a dialinguished author 
and physician, neither claimed to he, nor ever was admitted as the " leader" of the 
profesaion there. Impartial to orery medical system, ni>d apwards of 40 years editor 
of a valuable medical periodica!, Hufeland was always more tolerant lo Ihoshsiirdest 
Eu^gRBlianB than a truly insenuaus man aiid a zealous lover oftruth ought to hate been. 
He has neverlhelras never tUcUtid i,, jaamr of hoiii.;o|ialhia : on tiie contrary, like 
all the public professors of mpdicniu and surai-ry at Ueilin, and in all other German 
aniversities, a few iDsigni6cant men eicepli d, he has only recommended that sddic of 
the topics of homceoiuilhia, in regard to the maxim, "similia timdibus curantur," 
might de-^rve a closer exiiminatton. since it a|^enrs to him passible, that in this nay 
also, the |jrofe>sion could obtain some beneficial resnlts. and that perhaps many dis- 
cordant iipinions could be ri'conciled by it, (See Hufeland, die Lehre voo den Hei- 
lungs-objecten nnd ihrer Erlcenntniss, oder die Jattognoniik. £in Versuch zur Ver- 
einigung der Aerzte, Berlin, 1829.) Hahnemann's " great truth." contained in hie 
work on chronic diseases, was at that lime not yet known lo Hufeland, otherwise he 
probably would hava given a less liberal opinion of Hahncmannism. We can as- 
sure oar readers, ihnt most of the German phTsicians, who fell, like ourselves, in 
duty bound repeatedly to try belladonna as a preventive against scarlet fever, because 
it could not do harm, even in the dose iirst prescribed by Hahnemann, (which is many 
hundred mdlion times larger orsinaller than the cose he now believes to be loo strong 
or loo weak) have declared this drug ineffeaxfil at a preventive and still mote so « n 
Tcmeiy. The scarlet fever still prevails in Germany, as can be ascertained from the 
latest German medical works and periodicals ; and perhaps hkewise from those causes 
to which we have alluded in uur remarks upon the dangers of vaccination, with 
gTC(i(«r violence than Lldiclbcfore Hahnemann's insigniiieani discovery, Dr.Koppaiso, 
who, as we have mentioned above, is the only Gerriiui homcepathial, ifwe dare call him 
so, who has been distinguished as an aulhor and practitioner before he examined this 
method, states, in reg:'rd to the use of Bellidonni in scarlet fever, (on p. 33S of his 
work above cited,) " Ai'cordin; ui my frequent experiments I most declare it lo be a 
" very unsafe pi-eventive, and by no meaoii comparable with vaccination," as Hah- 
nemann would make all the world belii've, espt'cially at that lime, when he intended 
to make a fortune, by using Belladonna as an arcanum. Those Germon ijbysiciatis 
who have employed belladonna as a preventive, have not used it as a remedy for scarlet 
fever ; sinceHahnemann himself has recommended this drug at first, merely as a pre- 
ventive of this disease and not as a remedy for it : and in later times, when he ricopn- 
mended it also as a remedy, he made it to depend on a very minute distinction 
between the scarlatina levigata and miliaris, which does not essentially exist. — 
No professional man of a hut limited prai^icewill acknowledge any material difTe re nee, 
simply between these two forms of scarlet fever; and this may also serve as a proof that 

lions by hunting for antiquated literary curiosities and by hie own invenliona. We 
would suggest that both for^iis of <Ae same disease, with all ila symptoms, dangers, etc. 
(although the miliaris is in the first stage less dan^rouB Ihan the levigata,) appear 
to depend on a higher or lowor decree of almesiiheric electricity ; as the damp at- 
mosphere in northern Germany is less electric than the atmosphere in the northern 
Slates of America, the miliaria is more frequent there, while the Icv^alais mornusuat 
here : in rerv cold and dry winters, however, we frequently met with the levigata in 
Germany. Perha|is both forms depend only on the predominant positive orneijalive 
atmuspheric eleciricilv, prmlucinsr an«tlpct upon the human boily, distanllv siiiiilai i.. 
Lichlenbcrgs ligures i>f both elcclricilies — It is vc>ry Biiigidar that hoinctopiilL- 
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impartial reader wl" lliese pages willi all the lueaiis necessary to 
judge for himself, what confidence might be reasonably placed in 
the correctness of Hahnemann's experiments, and still more in all 

ists speak at all of seatlet fever, since, as we liave eeea, Hahnemann forbids Ihem to 
};Lve a name to a disease wliich is siinllnr to one of the older schouts ; and consUteiil- 
Ij. instead of scarlatuiB levigata, and purpura miliaria, they should apeak only of aa 
acuaite and a kelladonna-Aickriesii. — Dr,Ko[>|), the infatuated ailmirer of Hahnemann's 
genina, who has used Bslladnnna in scarlet ferer, says, on page 32J. I. c, where he 
ridicules Hahnemann's fandful distinciion just mention ed : — "I frequrnlly treated 
" patients suffering from scailatinx according to the honuBi^pathic method, with bi'lla- 
■' donoa, meicury, etc. aud in general I Ijave not noticed unfavourable letutls. Severe 
" cases, and those which were dangerous, have not been arrested by it, and reiinired 

times will prove still more, that the cure of scarlet fever depends upon a minnte ra- 
tional treatment, and upon a regime diffitreul from that still pursued in many coun- 
tries by highly obnoxious popular prejudices, rather than upon any tpeciJU, aiiii least 
of all, upon an intiniti.- atom of belladonna ; though this powerful drug, like all others, 
■nay prove beneficial in the rational tiealmeni of scarlet fever, under peculiar circum- 
stances, which ptedcribe the most rigorous anliphlngistic as well as the quite opposite 
treatment, particularly in its different stages. — The well known esperimenlson which 
(his accidental discovery of Hahncniaan resta, deserve iiarticular notice, in proving 
his inability to institute minute and impartial experiments, and much less to draw 
sound conciusiona from them. The berries of belladonna are by no means Ihc only 
substance which produces in healthy persons an etuption on the akin, vety reuiutely 
similar to scarlet fever ; many other narcotic plants, especially if taken in quantities 
sufficiently large to act as poisons, frequently cause the same : thus we remember a 
similar eruption in a whale family, poisoned by tliorn-a|iple seed: boiled in milk, instead 
of Ibe seeds of the fennel-fla wer,{ Nigel la sativa, 1..) which were intended as a domestic 
medicine. We remember also, iliirty-five yeara ago, a remarkable instance of a stout 
man, upwards of seventy years old, in whom, after taking iao drops of laudanum for 
diarrhixa. an eruption appeared, similar to scarlatina levigata, only wiihout fever, but 
ending, like scarlot fever, with the desiccation of the skm : and two ^eara after, tlie 
same conseqaencea followed, in the same man. from tnu drop of laudannm only. It 
is also well known, that some persons and whole families, at least in Germany, expe- 
rience the same symptoms whenever they eat craw-lish or clams, and sometimes even 
on taking the prepared ctabs-eyes, which are used as a domestic diaphoretic and anti- 
acid medicine. Must those and many oiliet subslances, thercruro, not likewise be 
consistently considered as remedies for (he smoiiih scarlet fever! How great is, 
moreover, often the dilfcience between the fruit of a plant and its root, leaves, or 
otherpartsi the one may act in one way, the other in a different manner on the hu- 
man body. Ue CandoUe (Organographio vfegetale, vol. II.) slates, that in every plant, 
the most poisonous not excepted, the cnduspermium and cotylcdones contain no poi- 
son, but always a farinaceous substance, which may serve as wholesome nounsh- 
ment for men and animila. Was Hahnemann consistent in prescribing only Ike hct- 
ries of belladonna, or their juice, against scarlet fever? No I On page 11 of vol I. 
of his Materia Medica, he orders expressly the juice of the leholt plant to be taken 
while it is in blossom ; of course then without the berries, the very object of bis first 
discovery. This is objectionable only in respect to homcsopathia, which boasts of 
such great regard to Infies and minutiat, since the medical virtues are contained in 

being by far the strongest, Hahnemann, in prescribing the many billionth part of one 

whole iJant without the betries. — We regret particularly, that a public paper with so 
large a circulation, has consented to become the inhuman instrument for spreading 
a culleclion of statements so alarming, so void of truth, and so redolent with charla- 
tanism, without such previoBs inquiries as we think due to the public in such cases. 
In fact, the impudent advertisement of a quack, persuading the public that is alone 
can cure all patients easily and quickly of a disease which has so frequently proved 
falal under the most judicious treatment of the greatest physician.^ of all count 
and ages, supporting his infallible cures, of course, by a sufficient number of public 
timoniala, must ap|>ea[ contemptible ; how much more so when men abuse, under 
hypocritical cloak of [tatriotisni and modest professional philanthropy, the ignorance 
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the iafereuces drawn from ihem by him and his followers, we shall 
give an instance of bis original experiments with drugs, institute^ 
in healthy persons in order to produce a drug-sickness. 

We purposely select the experiments made with Peruvian 
bark, as a drug best known. (See according to Kopp I. c. p. 55, 
Organon ^ ^. 16 and 132 of the third, and i 120 of the fourth 
edition.) In order to excite a bark-fever, which may last for seve- 
ral days, the healthy person must take, in the course of one day, a 
mixture made of one ounce of powdered bark, with five ounces of 
alcohol and two pounds of water. This will be taken best before 
breakfast, and according to circumstances, this dose may be in- 
creased lo twice, (5 133 old edition,) or even four times as much, 
(j 134 ibid.) Now we candidly ask, who can wonder that from 
experiments, instituted principally in this manner, only 1 143 bark- 
symptoms are recorded in Hahnemann's materia roedica, as we 
might confidently expect several thousand symptoms in addition 
to those mentioned, if all are minutely written down from the re- 
ports of a healthy person, anaccustomed to such stimuli, and in- 
toxicated for many hours by twenty ounces of alcohol and four 
ounces of powdered bark ; especially if this person was such a 
stupid, credulous and infatuated disciple, as the above mentioned 
Bohemian barber, or any one else, prepossessed and anxious to 
satisfy the tiresome cross-examinations and the absurd expectations 
of such a master? Our " great medical genius," who, according 
to the enraptured Dr. Hering, (1. c. p. II) " now stands forth as 
" a conqueror" wbo, (I. c. p. 27) " has beaten a new path on all 
" sides ;" and (I. c. p. 21) by " whose carefid attention to minatke 

folly of n distressed, infatuated man, and induce him publicly to s&y. eiactlj in the 
following lerms. ihat " Samuel HahoemaBn has a<vept awHy from medicine, is Isaac 
" Newton did from Aettonomy, the huge masa of intellect ual lumber Ihathiul cloeged 
■' it for centuries ;"lhal " belladonnn was, when administered according lo the direc- 
" tioa of its discoTerei, a cert '•in established aovereign cure for tbe iciirlet ferer :" — 
that " it has been in,general use, as such, on the continent of Eurcqie since 1811 :" 
— that " scarlet fever has ceased to be an object of terror in iheee countriei ;" and 
that "in the present state of medical science, every victim by scarlet fever vras a wan- 
ton sacrifice of human life to medical obstinacy, or to involuntary medical ignorance.' 
We wish from our heart, that all patients suffering from this diingeroos disease may 
recover by belladonna, or by any olhei ttnatment. But what can sucb an impostor 
or infatuated simpleton, who palpably guided the pen of this "citizen," say for bis de- 
fence, if, in spite ot such impurletice, he himself loses even hia Dear reiativos by 
scarlet fever when homreopatbically treated ? — "Where authority is from one man lo 
" another, there the second must be ignorant and not learned and lull of tliuu},'hii ; 
" and anch are, for the most part, all superstitious persons, nhose belief, tied lo their 
" teachers dod traditions, are no whit controlled, either by resson or eiperienca." — 
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" ft Dew era has dawned upon ;ill the natural sciences," this very 
man, who considers the deeiUioiUh part of one grain of common 
table salt in many cases as lob strong, is pleased to cail twenty 
" omces of alcohol, and four ounces of powdered bark, swaHouxd 
" in afew hourt, and even before breakfast " ai a mere nothing, and 
instead of calling the 1143 symptoms elicited by the cross-exami- 
nation of such a person by their right name, the fittings of aa 
ivtoxicated periOM, he is pleased to call them " bark-fever symp- 
"totiu," — "Dialectorum verba nulla sunt pnblica, suis utuntur," 
(Cicero.) — Hahnemann,who recommends for bis homceopalhic so- 
lutions, (see Organon § 267, iind Chronic Diseases,) alcohol 
strong enough to ignite a piece of spunk, (which can be done 
only by the strongest alcohol), considers this substance as utterly 
indiflerenl, and as the least apt to change the qualities of simple 
drugs. This opinion, the experiments similar to those Just quoted, 
connected with his suggestion above cited, viz. that persons become 
less liable to diseases in proportion to the number of different hf> 
moeopatbic trials made on them with simple drugs, and his theory 
that all chronic diseases depend mostly on itch— all these state- 
ments and assertions together may justify our inference, that ac- 
cording (o the tenets of homceopathia, a person might constantly 
indulge in drinking brandy, or any other spirituous drink, without 
the least injury tn his health. This contradicts the remark of Dr. 
Hering, who says on page 26 of his " Concise View," " Hahne- 
" maun considers all spirituous drinks as positively injurious," and 
demonstrates still more clearly his attempts to render thereby also 
his "new art of healing" as palatable as possible tn the enlightened 
peopleof this I'ountry, by yielding in this manner to the prejudices 
of the temperance-or rather abstinence-societies, although these at- 
tempts are not required by his doctrine.* As a faltliful homueopa- 
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tbist, uainfluenced by other motives, he must have been aware, that 
unless a man feels religious and moral obligations to live temperate- 
ly, asevery prudent man should do, the principal checks are remov- 
ed ralher than increased by Hahnemann. Should any one believe 
oar interpretation incorrect and partial, he may consider how 
often Dr. Hering and his homoeopathic brethren assure the public 
of the infdlUbihty of homceopathia, that he says on p. 2S, a false 
selection of a drug (.'crnno/fjotn/ur^; (on p. 21,) that error iiimpoi- 
tS4e, etc.; and tlie same assurances are still more given by Hahne- 
mann, for instance, in vol. iv, p. 19 of his Mat. Med. second edi- 
tion, fvbere he says, that all experience will prove to every body, 
that a drug selected according to his manner, " will not only 
" change the disease into health easily and durably, bat it will 
" never leave amf one uncured;" and in vol. iii.p. 7 of the same work, 
"Ifalltkat the homaopatkic doctrine promises, provided Uitfaitir 
" fidli/ pur sited, does not exactly takeplace — 4hen homceopathia is 
" considered to be lost."— If therefore, our interpretations in re- 
gard to all other assertions and directions of Hahnemann cannot 
be considered exaggerated, a man prone to intemperance, can now 
confidently expect that, if after all he should fall sick in conse- 
quence of this vice, be will be cured safely and quickly by the 
virtue developed from a few atoms of a drug. 

With due reverence for the great effect of religious and moral 
principles, in preventing moral faults simply by their great intrineic 
value, we must admit, that hitherto Providence has ordained 
both moral and physical happiness to be generally the rewards of a 
pious and virtuous life, while vices cause much physical unhappi- 
ness, sufferings and misery, and that this merciful order of things 
has unquestionably hitherto deterred many from evil habits, and 
especially from the source of all vices, intemperance. Should 
hommopalhia, always so superior to the stupid and miserable vital 
powers of nature, shake in this case also, the belief and confidence 
of many, in the old order of things, it would become at least indi- 
directly instrumental in promoting intemperance and all other 

WmpeTBte individoals, after appareat death had lasted foiupwardsof ihree daj*. Tat 
tbe aame leaaons profesiioDal men nil! fiad il bj farniDre difiuult, to ceslors men, giren 
Id drnnkenness, to their heaUh when affected by diaeasea, than men of sober habita. 
The alcohol of all spiriluou* driaka, entering vfaen used \a eiceea into the miilore of 
the blood, into ibe brain, musclea, etc., U BTao the only cause of tbe many shocking 
instances of self- combustion. Intempetance is a rice peculiar to man, which deprives 
him, by his ownTaluntary act, ofhis noblest prerogative, reaaon; it is liiere fore in itself 
(be worst and moat contemptible kind of auicide, to which il ao often indirectly Isads. 



ii.Gooi^Ic 



155 

vic«s. HahDemanu and bis adbereote have much to answer for, as 
they encourage this great evil. — We cantiot well Ijoast of our great 
predilection for thia Abracadabra of the nineteeih century, nor do we 
like to display our philanthropy. But, nevertheless, it may eaaily 
be imagined what grief we felt that such " a treasure," like this 
" new art of healing," by which, according lo the hopes and ex- 
pectations of Dr. Hering, (p. 29, 1. c), " future generations will be 
" rescued from its leaden fetters, the bitterest human misery— 
" disease bearing down all earthly joy, become less from year to 
" year, and'the sweetest boon on earth — health and domestic feli- 
" city become the portion of growing thousands here as well as in 
" Germany," should not be able to compensate in a manner fully 
worthy of its exalted destiny, for the great injuries and inconveni' 
eoces, just named, of which it is the innocent cause. We feel 
happy to state, that we have hit upon such a compensation, and 
we hope that it will not be amiss lo suggest here to the " great 
" benefactor of mankind," and to his followers, a plan by which 
they can nobly andlmunificently atone for this evil attending their 
doctrine if generaUy adopted, and which plan is also intimately 
connected with their maxim, " similia aimilibus curantur." 

The political emancipation of the coloured population, now agi- 
tating the whole civilized world, is the very field assigned to Hah- 
nemann and his benevolent doctrine. The celebrated naturalist, 
profeKJor Link, of the Berlin University, in his interesting work, 
" the Primitive World," (die Urwelt), considers the African as the 
original race of mankind, and all other men, especially the whites, 
as a variety of the negro, physically degenerated by one or more 
unknown causes; perhaps by a constitutional affection, which once 
generaUy prevailed ; resembling to that by which the Leukaethiopei 
or Albinos become so anomalous from the whites. We do not 
exactly recollect by'what reasons and deep learning he supports 
this strange opinion, though it might be noticeed, that coloured men ~ 
grow much lighter when sick, and also that many instances are 
recorded, where white persons have become permanently black, 
without any material injury to their health, after a violent fit 
of anger, fright, or a similar mental excitement. It is also well 
known that by the infiuence of northern climates, many animals, 
coated with a dark skin in southern countries, turn white, without 
any other observable anomaly. Be this as it may, those who 
consider this metamorphosis of the human race to be as fanciful as 
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are all the ai^Hments of ihe lenrnpH nniurnliet, on accoiini of (be 
great difference in the menral cii|)niit.icH between the white and the 
negros, as stated by many, may peiliups beciime more convinced of 
ihis important hyjwthesis, if they believe Hahnemann's "great truth," 
about the antiquity of the far-spread itch, and especially if they 
advert to the fact, that the mental capacities of individuals have 
firequently improved after recovering from a serious constitutional 
disease. Now it is also a fact, that lunar caustic or nitras argenti, if 
taken by whites, even iniimall allopathic doses, will cause a perma- 
nently blackish hue over the whole skin, without any particular 
danger. In accordance with the homceopathic maxim, similia si- 
milibiis curantur, we therefore should not doubt for a moment 
that, if a black individual takes a homosopathic dose of lunar caus- 
tic, it might change the black skin white, as well as it turns tbe 
white skin black. Should this experiment succeed, as it probably 
will, (though it has, to our knowledge, not yet been tried), since the 
conformity of homruopathia with the laws of nature is established, 
it will be highly advantageous to the coloured population, especially 
in countries where they now live politically emancipated amongst 
whites, and since, probably, no law will for centuries be effectual 
enough to extinguish opinions and prejudices, as we may term such 
deeprooted impressions, so long as tliey are entertained by visible 
physicalmarks; and as reciprocally ,everydisadvantageousdisUnction 
will perpetuate the moral faulls which naturally originate from such 
prejudices, unworthy of all truly religious and moral feeling. Every 
body must admit this to be extremely deserving of the noble- 
minded homoeopathist ; though under the supposition that this 
vrill be effected solely by a slightly artificial disease, they would l)e 
obliged, from humanity, to deviate, in these ca»es mily, from their 
usual benevolent mode of transm<iting all diseases into health. 
Hahnemann, who was probably himself not aware that his great 
discoveries would likewise benefit so large a number of healthy 
human beings, over such large sections of the globe, has incou- 
sciously removed the great obstacle to its success, and confirmed 
by this also, what Dr. Hering emphatically predicted, when saying, 
on page 27, " Thus has Hahnemann beaten a new path on all 
" sides. His admirable observations and manifold experience have 
" constantly advanced the new art, created by hie instrumentality, 
" and every year brings with it fresh proofs of his genius." The 
only serious objection to this unique salutary morbid process 
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is thia ; that as lunar caustic is a remedy for epilcpfsy, or tlic 
falling sickness, it might produce this direful disease in the while- 
washed negro. Hahnemann removes this fear, by snggi'sting in 
his Materia Medica, Vol. IV., that the beneficial effects of lunar 
caustic in epilepsy, depend not upon the silver, but the copper 
contained in it, and therefore declares that copper and not silver 
is the real homoeopathic drug in epilepsia. Though he made, as 
we have seen a similar declaration with r^ard to Aaiatic chole- 
ra, in his second edition for its infelUble cure, namely, to cajepul- 
oil; and ahhough no " over-refined" chemist can conceive what 
C(^per has to do with pure lunar caustic, the faithful homceopaihisle 
will, however, not doubt it. They will unquestionably simplify 
the experiment, by substituting the virtues developed from me- 
tallic silver, since Hahnemann prefers also the latter to the lunar 
caustic, and believes it to be very soluble in the stomach juice; 
we believe him in such instances more than on any other topic, since 
he was, during his whole life, a particularly good judge of metallic 
gold and silver, and could always metamorphose tliem insucctim 
et sanguinem. — Should the collateral bomceopathic effect of 
silver prove too strong in regard lo the falling sickness, though a 
little touch of it may beneficially counteract the premature assump- 
tion of the present generation of the emancipated negro, — we would 
advert to the highly interesting discovery, lately made by Dr. Wer- 
neck, of Salzburg, according to which all bad consequences of 
poisoning by metallic siiljstanceB, of course if they do not consist 
in oi^anic destruction, can be cured by the proper application of 
electricity. Whites, with a blackish hue of the skin from lunar 
caustic, may therefore now expect to acquire their old white coloiir 
again, as well as negroes, who are too much 'affected or dissatisfied 
in being homtEopatbically white-washed, their old deep sooty one. 
This pjoposed measure would finally cost nothing, if we consider 
what the largest homoeopathic dose is, in comparison with the allo- 
pathic one of twenty millions of pounds sterling, granted by the 
highminded Britons for the political emancipation of the coloured 
populatioD in the British dominions. The properly developed vir- 
tue of a penny-worth of silver, would be more than sufiicietit for 
ell the negroes in America. We may leave it to the distingubhed 
arithmetical acquirements of Hahnemann and Dr. Hering, of 
which we have above quoted some remarkable specimens, to de- 
termine ht»w many penny pieces will be necessary to whitewash 
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the whole African population ; provided they would accept this 
benefit from their white homceopathic brethren. — Difficile est sa- 
tyram non scribere ! 

In fi>llowing our subject we roust prove, even adtnitling for a 
moment the second homceopathic maxim, siinilia similibuB curan- 
tur, to be fully correct, in these, that it is not only amtradicied by 
Hahnemann himself and by his doctrine, but also that it is utterly 
impossible inpraxi, strictly,to comply with its imperative requisites. 
For this purpose we shall direct the atteutioo of the indulfeut 
reader to the following quotations from Dr. Hering's pamphlet, 
in addition to those quoted above from page 24. — On page 21 he 
saya, " Nothing indeed but the symptoms are lo be accepted, as 
" the guide to the treatment of the disease, because, in them alone, 
" no error b possible," and ibid. " but so much more necessary it is 
" that every case of disease should be completely comprehended in 
" all its symptoms, and with great accuracy," and on pages 31 and 
32, " all the circumstances under which any complfunt arises tg 
" disappears, increases or diminishes ; whether in motion or at 
" rest, in certain situations and postures, whether by warmth or 
" cold, in the t^n aii or in the room, by light, by noises, by talk- 
" ing or thinking, eating or drinking, touch or pressure, emotions 
" of the mind or mental exertions, — all must be taken into account. 
" Sensations on falling asleep, during sleep and on waking, the 
" posture during sleep; even the dreams and the kind of them, 
" whether of falling, of flying, of fire, of noises, of hunger, of motion, 
" of seeing frightful objects, &c., all belong to the image of the 
"disease, and any one of which, may not unfrequently be the de- 
" ciding symptom," and on page 22, " r^ard being paid to the 
" patient's mental constitution and temper," dec. 

Hahnemann himself urges all these conditions also as the very 
essence of bis doctrine, in innumerable places of his writings, espe- 
cially in his Organon and in his Materia Medica. Among others 
be says, " the condition of the mind and humor of the patient 
" materially decide the selection of a remedy, the choice of it de- 
" pending principally apcm the psychical symptoms of the diseased 
" person." We cannot conceive how these directions could be well 
compUed with, and how the remarks just quoted can be reconciled 
with the expressions of Hahnemann in many parts of his wcH-ks, 
eipecially in his Organon, from k 156 to } 176, where he tries to 
demonstrate, in contradiction to his own and Dr. Hering's sugges- 
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tioDflr, that at the bedside of the patient the homceopathbl must 
sometimes be eatiafied with /eir, and even with a very few charac- 
teristic symptoms. On page 235 { 168 of the Organon he says, 
" The small number of hommopathic symptoms, observable in the 
" best selected drugs, does not however impede the cure, lohen these 
"few symptoms are of an uncommon kind, and particularly 
" dislinclive of the rfisca«e, (characteristic;) the cure will never- 
" thelesa be effected without particular difficully." — After the ex- 
plicit expositions of Hahnemann and his worthy disciple cited 
above, that all symptoms coUeclively, up to the most minute, are 
indispensably required, in order to know the true character of the 
case, or to form a faithful image of the disease, as a true copy of 
the corresponding drug-sickness, there exists no characteristic 
symptom, or signum pathognomonicum of the profession, for the 
homtBOpatbist, as the totality of the symptoms in the natur^ 
disease, when compared with the totality of the drug-syniptoma, 
without any superior or inferior value of one or more symptoms, 
constitute the whole character of every disease in homoeopathia. 
We observe in all the experiments, instituted by Hahnemann with 
drugs on healthy persons, very few in which the drug-sickness 
did not present at least a hundred, and frequently many hundreds 
and even upwards of 1400 symptoms, among which none tire par- 
ticularly distinguished by him as principally characteristic of ail 
others, or as pathognomonioat ; it is therefore a gros^ inconsistency, 
first to make the perfect similarity between the symptoms of the 
drug,-aud disease-sickness minutely dependent upon one another, 
and to say that the salutary success of the treatmeul will only be 
secured if bolh exactly coincide, and to curtail and retract after- 
wards the same requisites. It - is impossible to comprehend, how 
the faithful homcenpathist can suffer any deduction of symptoms, 
without destroying the only foundation of his diagnosis, and with- 
out exposing his treatment to mere chance. Every syllable of the 
homcBopathic symptomatology substantiates, that by the least 
deducdon of symptoms, and of course proportionally by a larger 
one, the faithful bomceopathic practitioner, will experience the 
greatest difficulties and when mistaken in his diagnosis, from the 
want of sufficient symptoms, will find too late that he was 
deprived of this his only compass on the vast ocean of all his drug- 
an dnatural- sicknesses. On a minute scrutiny of Hahnemann's 
Materia Medica, we observe that, two lajrge catak^es of two drugs, 
causing upwards of a thousand symptoms each, coincide by two- 
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thinls, olhers often by seyen-eighthB aad sometime still more with 
euoh other. — Ii would be too tireeoiae for the reader as well as foi 
UK, to extract here side by side, this coiocideDce, which as we have 
BtaLed, arises pruicipally from this, that the subjective seasatioiM 
and feelings of the persoae, coaatitute by far the larger part, when 
compared with those symptoms, objectively obvious lo the physi- 
clan ; every one may compare them ia the works quoted and in 
Hii line man n's Treatise on Chronic Diseases. — From a coaiparisDQ 
tietween three homoiopathic drugs and their correspoodiog three 
diseases, in order toarnveatthesimilaritybetween their symptoms, 
it will become evident, that if, for instance, we iiiid one thousand 
symptoms belonging to the first drug, 900 to the second, and 800 
to the third, 800 of viiiich are alike in alt three, that the first and 
second are only dialipguisbed relatively by 200 and 100 symptoms 
from the third ;-T-now if this deduction is made from the symp- 
toms of the fiist and second drug, and two natural diseases before 
us do not offer nioi;« and other syinptoms thiin have remained after 
this deduction ei^h of the latter must be confounded with each of the 
furmer,and thus thetruedjagnosisof the diseases must be impossible. 
Even if we admit to honKBopathists the existence of patbognomo- 
nical symptoms in the sftn^e of allopalhia, it is inconsistent with 
tlieir doctrine to conjecture, that these syniplonis only should 
always be left, and that Vhc others of minor value may IxMieducteJ, 
since tbey think that the latter also contribute to form the true 
image of the dis':;ise, aad that the difFerentexpres^iuni^ of the older 
scliuols, symptomata causte, symptomata symptotiinlnm, &c., 
belong to the most foolish and detrimental prejudices of allopfiihia. 
Should the adoption of characteristic symptoms be fully sufficient 
to point out a dii^ease in homtsopathia, Hahnenianu's display of 
so many symptoms would be still more ridiculous, as contributing 
only to enlarge the symptomatology of the older schools, without 
the great advantages which the latter tiflbrd by their important 
reference to the cause;-. 

Had Hahnemann ever cousistently acknowledged the wothr of 
characteristic symptoms, he would have made the diagnosis more 
ea:iy and certain by a particular regard to them, whether he had 
adopted those established as patboguomical symptoms by the mi- 
nute observations of the older schools, or had suggested new ones, 
drawn from his pretended discoveries; he would then have classi- 
fied hiB natural diseases, as all authors on special pathology and 
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therapeutics do, aiitl by caiitparing the clKiracterUtic symptonm 
of natural disemwtj Willi llio^e of di'u<^-f)ickiies3, he would have 
prevented tho«e great iiiidLakcd to wliicli his futlowers are, now ex- 
posed, il being left to their judgiiienl what ihey may consider as 
characteristic or not- Thus, under the head of any name given 
to a disease, lie would have also pointed out the gradvatii^i in ihe 
value of its symptoms. But this is not seen in Uahnetriann'e works, 
though Dr. Hering (c. v. p. 25) speaks of different giades and of 
A relative' value. On ihe contrary, by sUting aU the Byniptoiiis 
elicited by his experiments without any graduation, and by his 
aversion to the names of di'^eases, he palpably distrusts the worth 
of characteristic symptoms, and only adopts them, as he adopts and 
rejects every thing, when it suits his convenience. Thus, if aoy 
one says, " This thug must only be given to a person of such or 
tiuch peculiar form, with certain definite features, with a little wart 
on the right cheek sha|>ed so and mi, and a small pjniple on Lh« 
left one, coloured so and so, etc. etc. junl like the Image I have 
given you, in order to ascertain all exactly ; you are earnestly 
forbidden to account for the least deficiency of the quoted symp- 
toms by reasoning; and unless you iind all things exactly ta 1 
have staled, you cannot adtniiiisler this drug, without the greiu- 
«st probability that you will injure, perhaps kill the patient ;" thes* 
being exactly the directions of tlahneiaaiin and Di. Hering,ac- 
cording to the quotiuion mentioned above : we iisk, can the con- 
scientious lioma»)palhist, to whom this task is confided, allow any 
deduction to be made of fi>rly, sixty, or, as Hahnemann says, even 
of upwards of ninety-six per cent, from the drug-symptoina of hi» 
drug'sickness catechism; can he administer the drug with any 
pruspect of cure, wtien called to a patieiil, whose disease does nof 
exaaly resemble the image ; nay ! who might perhaps present ooe 
or two only of upwards of 1400 drug symptoms? — 'By such a 
reduction of characteristics in natural history, these would be »o 
dilTerenca between a flea and an elephant. 

Id overloc^ing in Hahnemann the great nonsense, wbichras wv 
have seen, his interpretation of similia similibus curantur involveSr 
it is at least evident that he substitutes for the old axiom " cessaat* 
causa cessfat etiam effectus," its reverse, "cessante effectu cessat 
ettam causa." This great nonsensical Sesfof *pngm of the humai> 
intellect and of all experience, has put him in the dilemma,, either 
21 
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U) ittdUL upon the iadispensability of hia eymptomatolt^, ancFof 
all the nimiitia; connected with it, without admitting the least de- 
duction ; or todccide merely by his authority that the fuDdamental 
maxim of his doctrine, proclaimed by him as the law of nature, 
admits of exceptions, although every rational person must admit 
that it ij thus totally subverted. Ae long as he did not deviate 
from his repealed assertiona, that the miDutest symptom of the drug- 
sickness materially belongs to the true image of the disease, as 
well as the minutest lineament belongs to a true portrait, or ost 
the definite situation of the many pieces of coloured glass exactly 
belong to a definite figure in the kaleidoscope, he was, at least, 
consistent ; but when he admits that some and even many symp- 
toms may be missing, without material injury to the safest treat- 
meat, or still more, as we shall see soon, that all chronic diseases, 
amounting in his catalc^ue to upwards of 400, depend otUponone 
latent and therefore imperceptible, or rather on no symptom ; then 
we must declare that he himself has evidently destroyed the great- 
est support of his whole doctrine, even in the eyes of his most 
devoted adherents, provided they are impartial and reasonable. 

By adverting, however, to the quotations above cited from Cbv 
Concise View, we see that its author still follows with consistency 
the original maxim of his master, as he appears unwilling to ad- 
mit of any deduction. But then we cannot comprehend how hfr 
can even partially fulfill the following promises, given in the com- 
mon unworthy language of his fellowship on page 25. " The- 
" most acute and dangerous diseases, as inflammation of the lungs,, 
" pleurisy, inflammation of the brain and liver and of the ear, apo-' 
" plexy and convuliions, most of the diseases of children, an^ 
" even the most malignant forms of typhus are the easiest of all in 
" the choice of a remedy." Let us leave unnoticed the substanccr 
of these rhodomontades, worthy only of a man of that class in 
which thp author has ranged himself, by the whde tenor of bis 
Concise View ; let us for the present suppress that just indigDaUon 
which every man of sound morals and feelings will riiare with us,, 
when he sees proclaimed bya well educated professioDal man, the 
promises, that most of the diseases q^ ohUdren, and even the moat 
malignant forms of typhus anihe easiest of all in thecfaoice<^a 
remedy, and of course also to cum ; brags: mfao charactergeric tbaiit 
any homoeopathic syraptonnof tames lon^ past, wh«ni tlie oddl;^ 
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idreased doMor proclaimed ftam hie stage in market'p>a!cef<,lot))e 
lazing public, how wonderfully he can cure all diseases ! Can any 
one imagine, that a human being could, under all circumstances, 
comply with the mentioned requisites of a. correct homoeopathic 
diagooais wilhoutJivination? 

How few individuals poseess a perfect knowledge of themselves 
«nd of their own mental and moral dispositions? — a knowledge 
so rare, that the inscription oa the Appollonian temple at Del- 
phi, " /vu9i tfuuro*," " know thyself," struck the mind of one of 
the wisest Greeks, and is still considered, by all philosophers, 
AS the highest attribute of human wisdom. How few patieais can 
express their feelings, and minutely relate the numerous symp- 
toms occurring during an attack of a severe disease 1 la it not ri- 
diculous to expect, for instance, from a senseless apoplectic, or from 
one a6ected by malignant typhits fever, generally attended with 
violent delirium, mUif one of the multitudeof reports alluded to above 
as indispensable far selecting a proper drug? How very few, if 
any, of the fair sex would condescend to open the remotest re- 
ceases of their thoughts and feehngs, and to permit the young 
priest of ^sculapiUs to institute a minute esamioatiun, for ascer- 
tainiag whether a small wart, or something like it, be located on 
the shoulder or elsewhere ! 

We have already stnte^r'that the large stock of words and en- 
preMions io one of the richest languages upon earth, the German, 
proved insuflicient for Hahnemann properly to render the terms of 
his symplomatol<^y. The numerous and frequently barbaious ex- 
preaaionB of alt shades of feehngs. never henrd of before, make it 
difficult for a well-educated German, even if he be minutely nc- 
quunted with the different provincialisms of his native country, to 
understand all the singular terms and expressions of Hahnemann's 
symptomatology, many of which are newly created by him : and 
unless he, as well as his patient, attentively study them for a long 
time, it must be almost Impossible for a German homceopathist to 
ptactiee with the requisite exactness, even in his native country. 

In order to give here a single specimen of " the accuracy hi^ 
therto unknown," and the " minulis; and niceties unheard of be- 
fore," we shall quote only the following diflerent expressions of 
pain, which Hahnemann states must be distinguished minutely, 
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and which are imh'spensahle for a coned ilingnosi^. — See Orga- 
non, i 90- and K(^. 1. c. p. 2*2.— 

" Einfach (simple), siumpf {obtuse}, pretend (pressing), 
drueckend (compreaeing), spannend (i>ending), klemmend (jam- 
miog), kneipend (pinching), shneidend (culling), stecbend (sling- 
ing), ziehend (drawing), reissend (tearing), zuckend (shrugging), 
BlrcBniend (slreaming), wuehlend (crawling), drehend (turning), 
bohrend (boring), windend (Iwisiing), nagend (gnawing), fres- 
end (eating), dehnend (extending), kratzend (reralching), pocbend 
(knocking) : lo which we might add some equally iiiiportatil, as 
zitternd (quivering), hrennend (burning), feilend (filing), kitzlead 
(tickling), elc. Kach uf these 2(f eKpressions having a meaning 
,<bf its own, and Hahnemann requiring also ihe coniponnd onee, we 
have the following number of expreijt'ions for pain, if we add only 
the combinations by 2 and 3 : — 

Simple expressions - - - 26 
Combination? of two - - - 325 
three - - • 2,600 

DitTerent expressione - Total 3,95) 
As in the same manner all other feelings and compIaiDts of the 
patietu are minutely to be ascertained, written down, and coin 
pared wilh the image in the large gallery of all the drug-sickness- 
Bymploins, by a faithful homneopathist, it is easy to comprehend 
" that the advantage of short visits, and quickly wriliug a recipe, 
"cannot be reconciled wilh homo^opathia." (See Concise Tiew, 
p. 25). — It would be best for the doctor to board with his patient 
for a few weeks until his minute inquiries are concluded. 

What language less rich than the German could render all the 
ei^preseions in Hahnemann's works intelligible I it mast have been 
very troublesome, even for an able translator of his OrganoD only, 
lo translate them into French, Italian, English, or any other lan- 
guage ; and more so with many vulgar terms, contained in all 
his works : inconveniences which will make them unfil for an 
exact translation, and partially unintelligible to foreigners, with* 
out a voluminous glossary. No foreign patient cowld therefore 
make himself well understood by his German homoeopath ist, with- 
out a previous tiresome study of such a glossary ; and scarcely will 
a foreign homcBopathist ever become so minutely acquainted with. 
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the hoirioBopnlliic lerminology, as is necessary to be 6)c&ttly un- 
derstood by his patients, who must not only be free from nervous 
debility, from any disease of his head, chest, etc. but must possess 
strong respiratory organs, very stout nerves, considerable talka- 
tiveness, and above all, a large allopathic dose of angelic patience, 
fully to satisfy the minute cross-examinations of a faithful homoeo- 
pathist. — It must indeed be very curious to wiLneea the cross-exa' 
minations of a native of "the sanguinary Gold Coast," or of 
" Egypt, the land of monsters," by such a wonderful sprig of the 
arbor vitse flourishing at Coethen, who, witbout being well ac- 
quainted with the language, customs, etc. of that country, has car- 
ried there " the new art of healing !" 

The numerous and indispensable exigencies for a homceopathic 
diagnosis and infollible cure, appear to us not less curious, in re- 
spect to the particular ease, promised by the discreet and worthy 
Dr. Hering, for the cure of the most acute and dangerous diseases 
of children. How is it possible to dispense, in these cases, at 
once with almost all symptoms, and he nevertheless so confident 
t)f the riffkt diagnosis and safe cure of the tnost dangerous acute 
diseases? In these cases there must be, for the homcet^thist, 
something present, not to be met with in adults ; some of the many 
miracles of homceopathia, secretly revealed by Hahnemann only 
to some of his beloved and more initiated disciples, by which a 
new-born bahy can tell all the minutise of its feelings, dreams, etc. 
and all that happened during its embryo-life. — Probably we shall 
occasionally hear something highly interesting about some deve- 
loped virtues, — about " domestic felicity," promoted already at 
this period of human life by homceopathisu ; and about many other 
objects which have hitherto remained concealed from all stupid al- 
lopathisls and naturalists. This hope will not seem extravagant 
and ridiculoU:; to any one who reads, in Hahnemann's work on 
Chron. Dis. (vol. i. p. 173) among many other very amusing nar- 
ratives, quoted by the " old philosopher," in corroboration of his 
^' great truth," that " a new-bom bahy, only a few daps old, wUl 
" constantly rub and scratch the place where his hereditary itch 
■" is locaited." 

Indeed! we, and certainly many of our respected colleagues 
in oH quarters of the globe, would "again become students," 
(C. V. p. 16) to learn from these high^ftcd men, how they can dii- 
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pease with so many symptoms for llie easjrcureof most dangerous 
acute diseases of deaf and dumb persons ; and if " upon the full- 
" ness and accuracy with which the symptoms are noted, the entire 
" tnanagunent of the cure rests ;" to hear by what miracle this 
poor class is likewise exempt from the mmule description of all 
their thoughts and feelings so imperatively required from all oth« 
patients 1 Are all their diseases to be considered forthwith as latent 
itch, or are they, when sick, to be left without the never-laillng 
ihomceopathic aid, and exposed to be murdered by allopalbieta? — 
Though now the unfortunate lunalica might be rescued from their 
" leaden fetters, the bitterest human misery" by the " great truth," 
it is however highly important to know also how they can enjoy 
the blessings of homceopathia, as they are either unable minutely 
to report their feelings, or cannot do this satisfactorily to their bene- 
volent homcBopathic doctor 1 

In observing a regular course, we should now treat of Hahne- 
mann's third and last maxim. As, however, his treatise on chro- 
nic diseases is more connected with the second than with the third 
maxim, we prefer to dwell here awhile upon this very intellectual 
gem of the great genius. — We cannot do better than to oommenoe 
with the emphatic expression made by Dr. Heriog upon the same 
work on p. 18 of bis Concise View- There he says, " while thus 
" with blessings on its wings, the great discovery reached to every 
" quarter of the earth, the master was silent, and his disciples ima- 
" gined that he now reposed upon his laurels. But the M philo- 
"sopher did not rest, and while his hair was growing gray on his 
" head, enriched with Bcience* enriched with experience, bis mind 
" still retained its youthful vigour, and he baldly penetrated sliU 
** deeper into the mysteries of nature. When an old man, at the 
" age of 73, he suddenly surprised his astonished admirers with a 
" new and great work, which far transcended all preceding disco- 
" veries, and more then redoubled the power of the homceopathic 
" physician," etc. — How true the expression in Solomon's Book of 
Wisdom, ch. iv. v. 9. — " But wisdom is the gray hair unto men, 
" and an unspotted life is old age." 

Habnenaann's preface to this work b^ns with the following 
words, characteristic of his pneumatic laureb and of his youthful 
vigour. "If I were ^norant pf the object of my existence on this 
" earth — to improve myself and to ameliorBte the condition of all 
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" around me, lo the best of my exerLione, I ehouM consider myeelf 
" veiy imprudent in publishing', before my death, an art which is 
" peculiar to myself, and which, if concealed, nrcight continue to be 
'* extremely profitable to me." 

One would think, that if any thing could bring homceopathisU 
to reosoD, nothing could have been belter adapted than this " great 
"wotk, which really far transcended all preceding discoveries" — in 
bair-biBined nonsense ; and it will serve as a new proof that thoee^ 
who once believe implicitly, can hardly ever be rescued from their 
eredtdky and superstition. Indeed, yet in itself it is diffieult lo- 
conceive how " the po»er of the hom<Eopalhic physician," which, 
has boea already befw'e always and absolutely curing with the^ 
greatest safety and quickness, and which never committed any ^ror^ 
could become by this great work " more than redoubled" unless 
they can bov« raise from the dead palients killed by allopathisu ? 
Every impartial reader, however, who has noticed Haknemann's- 
•arlier productions, must have been astonished, that after all ihtr 
whicRsical suggestions which he has stated in hie Organon anib 
ki his Mot^itt NEedtca, so- many could lemain which he published 
in 1828, to this volumiaous work ; as he himself states, ■^ a^r a 
" painful labour <tf twelve years ;" — aspaee of timer worthy oEsilcli 
a monstrosity, which [Resente but few or rather no liaces of humam 
mderetanding. Indeed, bo science whatever, not even medicine,^ 
80 exuberantly rich in the most whimsical and absurd suggestions^ 
can present ai work, so erowded from beggjuiing to end, witit aucb 
•bsurdities. 

The probable cause why Hahnemaam has undenaken Ais^ 
" gigantic work," we believe to be, that Im was aware- of the; 
stumbling Mock, which he himself has laid in the way of hie second 
hotnoaopalhic maxim, similia aimilibus cunantur, by its minute> 
dependance oo ao many symptoms, and that he could only remova- 
this ^eat obstacle, which' in most cases would nultif)* the praolicals 
apphcation of his doctrins, in revoking his foamer rigorous «x%en- 
cies by a new dictatorial decree, which admit»not only a v«fy large' 
deduction of symptoms, but which directly teaches, that in moso 
dieeaBes hotmepathia can dispense with them entirfiy. Hahne-' 
mann, after hie Organoni was published, must have seen more' 
oieariy the inBurraountable difficulties of his doctrine, if the minute 
iliatioction of symptoins in the much larger number of chronic 
cioMpIaints, should be regatided as in'diapeasablc as it was ia 
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task far exceeding one man's life, to ascertain with the least shadow 
of credibility what drug, among the immense number of which 
he had tried only about sixty, would produce, if administered to 
healthy persons, a disease not depending upon exalted feelings, 
imagination, implicit belief or premeditated deception, but upon 
real changes obvious to the senses of every observer. He would 
also hardly have found any of his disciples, however otherwise 
willing to satisfy the whims of their master from implicit faith, 
credulity, or respect for his " extraordinary talents," who would have 
quietly condescended to be the subject of experiments, intended for 
ascertaining, which one of the simple drugs might produce con- 
sumption, apoplexy, hernia inguinatis, carcinoma, or any other of 
those diseases, which have been generally considered as danger- 
ous and fetal, for centuries not yet enlightened by homoeopathia. It 
was an easy task for a devoted disciple or an infatuated adept to 
state, after taking the decillionth part of a grain of the extract of 
Henbane, (wee Materia Medica, Vol. IV.) I feel giddy, a headache, 
stiffness in my neck, shaking, tickling and humming in my ears ; 
I feel jealous, inclined to injure others and to kill myself, &c. ; or 
he might even have appeared to stagger, to tremble when walking, 
to convulse his eyes and his limbs a little, &c. The patient may 
also have exultingly praised the delivery from all his propensities, 
pains, &c. 

" Tantum cur* potatt et sni dohria, 
" Seait Gngei* Cclins Padagram," — Xartitd. 
All these may be the natural effects of an exalted imagination, of 
courtesy towards aD inquisitive man, who evidently wishes to hear 
such extraordinary reports^ or be a consequence of such expert- 
ments as we have tried to explain. But the author of homoeopathia, 
if be has ever been so foolish as to believe that alt chronic diseases 
could be produced in healthy persons by drugs, could not expea 
his most obliging disciple to come forth in the vigour of health, and 
to present, after a few expwiments with the virtue developed from 
a decillionth part of a grain of common table salt, charcoal, &e., or 
by an artificial infection with itch, all the symptoms of a pulmo- 
nary consumption, of a bad carcinoma, of an ioguinat rupture, of 
a nasty disfiguring ilch, &c., or even to commit murder, suicide, 
&c.; all of which are the symptoms of upwards of 400 chronic 
ctiaeaseB^ and all of which' arise sixopty from itch-siteknessT as is U>' 
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be seen in Samuel Halinemann^a work on Chronic Diseases, Vol. 
I., from page 93 to 136. Should such experimeota even partially 
succeed jn producing one of the many horrible diseases, but after- 
wards fail in not reestabUahing the former healthy slate, Hahne- 
maan not only ran ihe risk of putting at once his doctrine and 
reputation at stake, but had also to fear the laws of the couatry, 
which willingly permitted him tocontiriue his fanciful doctrine and 
his negatively innocent practice, but which would have inflicted 
upon him an allopathic dose of the punishment, prescribed by law 
for all esperimente by which human health and life are injured. 
These difficulties must have increased when lie considered the inui 
tifarious species and varieties of many chronic diseases, already 
minutely distinguished from each other, especially by the great 
progress and discoveries of pathological anatomy ; had he treated 
of these diseases singly, he might possibly hnve coincided in some 
topics with those whom he stigmatized as idiots and murderers. 

Hahnemann for these reasons was forced to dispose bj/ wholesale 
(^ all the chronic diseases, physical as well as mental, and to 
abandon for them his fundamental maxim, similia simihbus cu- 
rantur, substituting for it a new theory, which he emphatically 
calls " the great truth." The substance of this is, that itch is the 
o^ily cause of - seven-eighths of all chronic diseases, leaving only 
one-eighth for syphilis and for a disease termed by him sykosis or 
wart- sickness, the former however having the larger share." 

Hahnemann being also aware tliat, in most cases, it would be 
impossible to trace, even distantly, the origin of a chronic disease 
loan infection by itch, advises his followers, in many parts of his 
work on chronic diseases, and also in the last edition of his Or- 
ganon, nevertheless always confidently to suppose in such cases 
the existence of a latent itch, namely, of such a one which is 
imperceptible by any of our senses, and which oi cowxs» presents 
no symptom at all. This is stated by the same man, who, a few 
pages before, in the same work, applies the term " murderers" to 

' Ignorant homcEOpalhista consider (yiows likewise as one of Ihe great diacoveriee 
mnde by Habuemann, khoufjh it was knawa under [he sams term to Gilen and- other 
older Greek authors, according to Celsus, who, in his work de Medicina, I. ri. cap. 3, 
explicitly say e, "eat enim ulcus quod, a^iii similitudinetfuxuffif a Grecis noinina- 
" lur, quia caio in eo eicreeeit," It is -pstdonabte lo this old aulhot, that he coo- 
eidered it as a specific disease and 3a independent of syphilis, which of course was 
unknown lo him ; although sykosis may Bometiraea depend on other dyscrasi*, eepe. 
eially on the tubercular ; il frequently exists merely as s slight local afieetion, like 
other paraaitical productions of an increased or changed local vegetalire procsa*, 
wiUunit my) constilutional cause^ or any inSuenee upon hcAltb. 
22 
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tQ his pFolessiooal predecessore and conteinporariee, who are ea 
crazy ae to eay, " remove the cause of the dkease if you intead ra-' 
" dically to remove its effects, or the disease itself;" this was done*, 
by the same man who says in the same work, (OrganoD, p. 15), 
when speaking of the different specific morbid matters adopted by ' 
the old schools, as the scroph ulcus,- heipetic, -go u I- matter, &c. : '. 
" Who, of all the oosolt^ists, lias ever seen with his corporeal 
" eyes such a morbid matter, of which he can speak with so greats 
"a confidence as to prescribe a medical treatment for it?™ this - 
was done by ihe same man, who still makes it a sacred duty for 
his disciples and followers exactly to observe his advice, expressed' 
in his " Reine Arzney mitlellehre" or " Materia Medtca," second 
edit 1825, Vol. III. on page 6, io the following manner : " Take 
*' one case after another, put down all its discoverable symptoms, 
" according to the direction of the Organon, with such minute- 
" ness, that the founder of homosopalhia himself could not object 
" in the least to its perfect exactitude ; in every individual case 
" apply the proper homoeopathic medicine, pure and unmixed, 
" in as small a dose as the doctrine prescribes, but have also all 
" other remedial infiuences removed from, the patient, as is ex- 
" pressly required ; and if this mode will not cure the disease 
" easily, quickly, and durably, then blame this doctrine ; I repeat,. 
" then expose to public contempt this doctrine, which so seriously 
" threatens to destroy the old darkness, by placing before the 
" public, legally confirmed, the particulars of a cure, attetnpted 
" strictly in compliance with the homasopathic doctrine.* 

Hahnemann seems so enraptured with his itch, that since be 
published his " great truth," he thinks it not worth white ta speak 
much about the two other chronic diseases, syphilis and sykosis ; 
and even in i 168 of his Organon, (4lh edit.) he appears to 
have again abandoned the newly adopted copartnership of sykosis ; 
nay ! it would not be very difficult to prove, from some other pas- 
sages in his work, that he is disposed to regard all acute dis- 
eases as likewise aiising simply from itch, and that he considers, 
therefore, the latter as the innate physical sin of the buraan race, 
existing from Adam down to the present age ; so that the terms 
disease and itch are almost considered by him as synonymous. 

The adoption of the itch as the cause of many diseases, is a 
very antiquated opinion, though it has never been carried so far 
as it is now by Hahnemann. This has probably induced Halute- 
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mann lo give to the g«Deral infection by itch the preference ovet 
any other similar cause of which he was in need. 

We may well imagine that a voluminous worli, containing the 
results of new experiments in natural philosophy, chemistry, or in 
any other branch of natural history, might many years be withheld 
before its author, anxious to corroborate the validity of his dlscO' 
very, resolves to publish his researches. But Hahnemann's pain- 
ful labour during twelve years, as stated by himself, can only be 
explained by his consulting ancient authors, in order to find what 
general cause of all chronic diseases has been preeminently adopt- 
ed by medical authors. In this way he has found that scabies mp- 
pre$sa was the cause chiefly mentioned among all the presumed 
material causes of many, and particularly of chronic diseases.-^ 
That he has only secretly brooded over this gre^t truth, without 
instituting experiments, becomes more evident by the statement of 
Dr. Hering, that " he was silent," and that his " disciples imagined 
" that he now reposed upon his laurels." He could not have insti- 
tuted all these experiments secretly on himself, nor does he 
mention that he did so. He must therefore, besides the literary 
investigations mentioned, have perhaps collected only some 
single experiments with drugs on healthy persons, for which he 
could not find a proper place in his homoeopathic doctrine; and 
by all means this statement, made by himself and his disciplest 
proves likewise clearly, that he indulged here again in his old 
propensity to secrecy, otherwise we should think that he would 
have been anxious to communicate the " great truth" as soon as 
possible, at least to some of his disciples, and to see it confirmed 
also by their practice. 

The opinion of infection by itch, as the principal cause of most 
chronic diseases, was very popular during many ages down to the 
last century, especially in Germany. In cities like Fuerth, in Ba- 
varia, where we passed our youth, itch being endemic, or having 
been so at least for many years before we left it, it is not strange 
that such an opinion was very common, not only among pro- 
fessional men, hut also among the public, as we observed in the 
practice of our deceased father, who was one of the most distin- 
guished physicians in that place.* 



icvGooi^Ic 



172 

Maay of these apprehensions were correct, since numerous chro- 
nic and acute diseases originated in itch ; though not in this dis^ 
ease itself, so much as in the obnoxious prejudices which formerly 
attended its long-protracted treatment. Hahnemann asserts a 

gBsted in a tteatiee, " de morbis e scabis oriunclis, raagistntuum attenl:ioae hod 
"indi^ii. Tubingn, 1S07," or which Hahnemann could not have been ignor»nt< 
though to OUT knonled^ he hae not been just enough to ^ive him credit for it. This 

onlj Haller but also Plofeisor Blumenbach at GcEttingeji hai slluded long before 
Hahnemann, This great naluialJBt, as we (lightly remember, has in one of his first 
norks (Introduclio in historian! medieinat literariam) about fifty years ago, very dia- 
tinccl; alluded to this maiim, and touch more to than the celebrated Albertus Hallei 
did, though as maybe eipectod from this distinguished professor, hkewise in the 
■ense of the eipressioQ wo suggested abore. — It appears also a lilile strange that 
Hahnemann, who by his suggestion of the cauae of Asiatic Cholera seems to be so 
remarkably fond of insects, did not notice IiBnciai's theoty, which has been adopted 
by many distingnisbed naturalists, and even by Linti^ and Morgagni, viz. that the 
itch depends afwayt upon a peculiar insect, Acaras or Cheyletus scabiei, frequently 
portrayed, as for instance in the treatise of Wichmann, " on the itch." (.i£tialogie 
der Kistze.) This would have rendered the excesBive propagation of itch more 
eiplieable, and the " great truth" at all evenra more lively. He would not have 
sacrificed any originality by adopting the Acarus scabiei, as he has already se- 
cured his place in the history of medicine. His opinion that Cholera is caused 
by small insects is likewise not original, and he must have known that dysentery, 
so similar to Asiatic Cholera, was long before his time ascribed to insects by Friedr. 
Hoffmann, Lhin6, Latreille, and others. His originality consists in the follow' 
ing : he has written different treatises about Asiatic Cholera without ceer hanng 
«ccn one patient suffering by Asiatic Cholera ; he has prophesied that na patient will 
die after bis camphor- treatment, though not one was manifestly saved by it \ and thai 
according to him, also another great remedy for this scourge, oleum cajepuls!, (which 
proved not leas ineffectual than camphor, and in a few cases was useful only like any 
other eseentisl oil,) must always caiUain copper ,- this is likewise /a^c, since the most 
exact chomical analyses are unable to delect it. Were he less ignorsnt of the ele- 
ments of the "overrefined" chemistry, he would not have resorted to this false 
opinion of copper, but would have made use of the beneficial effect of oil of cajepat 
M a particular argument in favor of his opinion, so emphatically eipreaaed about the 
camphor treatment, since this essential uii, like most others, much resembles camphor, 
and contains a eonsideiable quantity of it. But according to his uinal mode of 
reasoning, conclading from the similarity between the green colour of some solutions 
of copper and of the lame In the oil of cajeput, he determined that henceforth copper 
mast be the homisopathtc poison or allopathic remedy for bis animalcula choletica, 
which neither he nor any mortal being has ever seen, which he never subjected to 
his eiperiments similar to those on healthy persons, and which therefore, of course, 
he could not know how to make drug-sick or to kill. The uselessness of copper in 
Asiatic Cholera, in s;>ite of all the medical buUs, prophecies and commands which 
emanated from the high pontifical see at Cccthen, against these barbarous eastern 
intruder, may however not be the fault of the great philosopher, smce these little 
infneoria appear to possess rather a tough cooalilutioD, and not to be affected by itchj 
they seem at least as insensible to the virtaes developed by honKEOpathists as ihej 
are to a severe Russian winter, to a scorching West Indian summer, and to all the 
tremendous remedies of the medical profession ; thia free country however aicepted, 
where these cruel little autocrats appear to have found their conquerors. An Ameri- 
can honuEOpathisl bas already published that he has cnrad aU his cholera patients by 
Hahnemann's camphor- treatment, though as we have seen above, his boDHCopathic 
brethren in Europe were not so happy. Another who left a populous city and 
hi* patients at the approach of the cholera in 183S, told us that after safely returning 
late in September, he cuted more than 600 patienu, although it is notorious, that not 
one physiciaD of the aame city, who attended the largest hospital during the whole 
epidemic aavrin all six handred patients; it is also known that the epidemic abated 
suddenly, and that towards ths end of September only a few sporadic cues of it ex- 
isted. — So much for the verociinu statemente of some homoeopathists '. 



i:,Goo>^lc 



m 

grosa falsehood, in saying that the bad consequences of itch prin- 
cipally arose from considering it as not constitutional, and from 
treating it with external remedies only. The contrary is the case, 
for until the last thirty years, the profession baa erroneously con- 
sidered itch and similar chronic exantheraatic diseases as always 
merely constitutional, and has believed a long treatment by internal 
antidyacrasic remedies alone as uaeful ; it really became constitu- 
tional by disturbances of the reproductive system thus artificially 
produced, and when at last external remedies were resorted to, 
many of which were injurious to health, the worst consequences 
arose therefrom, which in our limes are never to he feared from B 
judicious local treatment 

Hahnemann, regardless of the great difference between miasma 
■ and contagion.* and comprising both under the former term, con- 
siders the itch-miasma as the most infectious of all diseases. — 
Tracing, by a shining display of Hebrew, Greelt, &c., its origin 
back even to the records of sacred histoly, he leaves others to con- 
jecture how this scourge, by which the human race has been 
inflicted with so many, so multifarious and so dangerous diseases, 
first commenced many thousand years ago, (see Chr. Dis., Vol. I. 
page 15 and 199.) 

This doctrine of Samuel Hahnemann, if properly acknowledged, 
cannot fail to cause an immense revolution in all the diversified 
relations of human life. We are justified in anticipating this, 
when we observe that Hahnemann ascribes not only all physical 
chronic diseases, but also all morbid alienations of the human 
mind solely to itch, (see Cbr. Dis., Yol. L, from page 28 to page 
134.) This will be more clearly understood if we merely refer to 
the latter, and consider that most, if not all mental diseases origi- 

* Hahnemann nulUfjing, wheneTer it suits him, ail facta aacBTtaiiied b; ropeated 
obiervatioQi of distinguisned natUTaliat! aod almost all medical practitiouen, Myson 
Vol, n. page>6and 7, of bis Materia Medica, "No mKU CMi be infected by the nru> 
" MCteted from his own syphilitic ulcei or gonorrhoea, any jame than a viper can kill 
" or only hurt itself by its own poiaoa in a dangerous manner." Heia therefore igno- 
iSDt or nilfully denies that the eyes of persona, infected by their own gonorrhoic nnu, 
were in thousanda of inataacea aeierelj attacked by the most dangerous, and fre- 
quently ioenrable and destmctiTe ophthalmia, and also thai, ai bsa been repeatedly 
observed bj nataraliatB, ibe acorpion and the rattle-snake if enraged, witbont being 
capable of hurting their sggreuor, kill themselves by their own ating oi bile. — We 
call the attention of the! reader to thia aingle instance nf the many in the homrBO- 
pathic doctrine, which strikingly proTe the immense and irreparable injury which must 
arise from an implicit belief m the ravings of ila author; since every Well edocated 

Ehyeician should know, that eyes inflamed by the gonorrhoic vicus will to all proba- 
ility be forever lost within less than iwenty-foui hours, if proper aid is not immedi' 
ately administered. 
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naM in passinn, and thai ihe higher degrees of all paasionsare 
justly regarded by llie philosophers of all ages as particular Icinda 
of madness. If therefore all the different kinds and varieties of the 
tatter solely depend upon itch, according to the " great truth" dis- 
covered by Hahnemann, it follows, a fortiori, that henceforth, 
none of the passions in men, the inost noble as well as the most 
depraved, can originate from any thing else than from itch. 

Ardent love, or 

" Mcted fire that bnrn'st mightily 

" In living bresit jrkindled first nbore," 
being only a symptom of latent itch, the individual affected by it 
without having his love returned, must henceforth submit to a 
hamceopathic antipsoric treatment. The itchy pair, prevented from 
a more pleasant radical cure by their obstinate parents, will now 
undoubtedly be radically cured by antipsotlcs, in a manner fully 
satisfactory also to their too scrupulous parents, who otherwise would 
have perhaps repented, when too late, of their harsh behaviour, not 
remembering those joyful times when they also were affected in a 
similar manner by the itch. 

The husband, who before the great truth was revealed to the 
world, was made unhappy by the jealousy of his " green-eyed" wife, 
will no longer deplore Im disastrous fate ; since the homcBopathists 
•can now cure by their developed viitues the true cause of this 
odious passion, the itch, and thus tie again the nuptial knots 
loosened by jealousy, with the rosy garlands of renewed confidence 
and constant love. 

The gloomy verses of the great moralising poet, Young. 

*' O Britain, infamous foi miiciile, 

" An uluid in thy mtnoen I fsi ditjoined 

" From the whole world af relionib bnidei, 

" In kmbient wbtcb plunge lh]> polluted head, 

" Wuh the dire stain, nor ibock the conlLuent," — 

will be expunged, as soon as these high-minded islanders accept 
« a treasure like this new art ;" since latent itch is the only cause 
of suicide. (See Chr. Dis. ViJ. I. p. 135.) But we would advise 
ihera not " to plunge in ambient waves," nor to " wash the dire 
" stain," but to use antipsorics, because, according to Hahnemann, 
the latent itch becomes severer and rebellious by all external re- 
medies, and of course therefore also by washing. 
The decillionth developed virtue of table-salt, charcoal or a si* 
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milar antipsoric will disarm and traasniHtc into the most amiable 
philanthropist, 

•' Tha aecrel enemj, whoae sleeplesB Bje 

" Stande lentinet — nccuBO — judge — and spy, 

" The foe — the fool— the jealous — and the Tain, 

" The enviouE who bul brealhein other's pain." — ^mn. 

All the deformities of children before birth, Mid their different 
anomalous poeilions, arise only from itch, (see 1. c. p. 233), and 
the accoucheurs will no longer be obliged to trouble the suffering 
women and thems(Jves with the forceps and other instruments 
hitherto recommended by the stupid and murderous aliopathistB. 
Should they meet with cases of difficult labor, they may rather 
apply a viitue developed fiom an antipsoric, and call again in some 
days or weeks, in order to observe its " after-operation," and to 
ascertain if the delivery has become easy or requires another an- 
tipsoric virtue for some weeks or months longer, until at last the 
" salutary after-operation" of the bomceopathic dose has fulfilled 
the parental hopes and joys. 

Inguinal ruptures will henceforth happen very seldom, if proper 
care is taken to prevent them by antipsorics, since, (loc. cit. p. 108), 
we are taught that, a few cases of sudden violence excepted, the itch 
is always their principal and only cause. — As all the great geni- 
uses are not always disposed minutely to express their meaning, 
but speak often apboristically, so also our Samuel in regard to this 
topic ; he leaves all mankind in darkness why hernia inguinalis^ 
only will be certainly prevented and cuied without trusses and 
other remedies by an antipsoric treatment, and why not likewise' 
hernia cruralis, umbilicalis and all similar ruptures? We remain 
also ignorant whether the antipsoric will cure ail kinds of bubo- 
novele, enterocele, epiplocele, entero-epiplocele, ifcc, or only one- 
kind. 

The criminal laws will undergo, by our great reformer, mucit 
greater changes than ever, not excepting even those made by 
Charles V., in his penal code ; and then every ri^ue will be 
cunning enough to apolt^ize, and justly claim indulgence for bis- 
offence, by a " small wart or pimple," located somewhere ; per- 
haps, also, the crime committed will clearly prove, that he b far 
beyond all moral responsibility from his moral incapacity to resist 
the bad influence of the latent itch, located in his heart, his hands, 
01 somewhere else, ami be will palpably show that he deserves^ 
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therefore, to be subjected to a regular homceopaihic aiilipgoric treat- 
ment, rather tbau to be punished with aoUtitry confineineDt or 
perhaps even death. 

Hahnemann, at any rate, advocates the abolishment of punish- 
nient by death, and renders it very expedient to subject, in future, 
all the inmates of state prisons, if the people should not soon dis- 
pense with such cruel allopathic institutions, to an antipsoric 
treatment, in large itch-hospitab. 

AH mankind will be greatly l>ene6tted by Hahnemann's great 
truth, as it will not merely prevent the self-destruction of the human 
race by itch, which, being the only cause of all mental maladies, as 
murder, suicide, &c., might easily affect people epidemically, and 
lead them to kill one another, or to commit suicide en masse, but 
will also deliver mankind from almost the only infectious cause 
of all chronic diseases. War, the destroyer of human life, will 
cease to exist, since it unquestionably arises from many heinous 
passions, and, of course, therefore, from itch ; and consequently 
the great problem of all philanthropists and philosophers, in regard 
to elemalpeace, will be solved by Hahnemaoo's great discovery ; 
perhaps by the virtue developed from one grain of table-salt. 

The reader can easily picture for himself the great changes in 
all trades, and in all other occupations of human society, after this 
immense discovery, shall be justly appreciated by every one. Poor 
allopathic physicians, apothecaries, wholesale druggists, and un- 
dertakers, are the only sufferers severely visited, and should 
hasten to turn their attention to some other profitable business, 
which might indemnify them for the great injury inflicted on 
them by this immense progress of the human intellect, as pro- 
claimed by " one of the greatest benefactors of mankind" — Samuel 
Hahnemann.* 

* It is indeed Utoniihiug ihat the pent philologisie, witb a!) theii endeavoure to 
pioTe thnt eTeryluiguage is baaed upon the philosophical coDceptiocs of its ualiOD, 
and is especially oxpresiive in its idiomi, aenlencei, proverbs, &c., did not discoTer 
before Hshnemann Ihe iDtimate conneiion of itcli snd moral faulla, because the fen 
languages which we are able to cocsult. in regard to this topic, signify this conneiioD 
very distinctly ; the Greek Kin?u and xaraxtiPu signifies ilcll, also to make, or lo be 
angty, to make jealaui, mi?Sff6ai fivni, to be inflamed by iovi, &c, ; The Latin tea- 
hiet, la a word very eipressire for propwisiiiea and paeiion, of some of wbich Hah- 
nemaiin has constantly fett the itreBJstible impulse (concupiscentia.) la thismannet 
Horace says, Ep. I, IS, U, to bis friend, 

" Cum tu inter scabiem tantam et eontagia locri 
. " NilpaiTum sapiasel adhuc sublima cures 1" 
Id a similu maaner, Lucilins ap.Non. 3. n. 701, says : 

"' GoiTuptas Bcobie e( potrigioe plenus." 
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Before we leave this topic lo discuss llie third and last inazitn 
of homceopalhia, we think it advisable to quote some of Hahne- 
mann's remarkable explanations of bis itch-docliine, though, to 
show his sentiments, judgment, t^nd style, we have already ex- 
tracted the first sentence of the preface to his treatise on chronic 
diseases. We omit, purposely, any comment upon the mean and 
disgraceful sentiments and feelings, the total disregard of any 
thing likeiconsistency, and the vulgar style contained in the fol- 
lowing few quotations, selected from the many wilh which this 
work of Hahnemann likewise abounds, leaving their examination 
(o the impartiul judgment of the critic. 

" No* hac a scabie lenemus ungues." — Martial. 
To prove more minutely the correctness of his itch-doctrine, 
Hahnemann says, in Vol I. p, p. S9,90 and 91, of this large work, 
mentioned : — " But again, if a favorable siiuaiion should arrest 
" the progress of the disease, after it Imd broken out, real health 
" cannot be reestablished by any method hitherto known, and the 
" common allopathic treatment with active and improper drugs, 
" baths, mercury, prussic acid, starvation, and other fashionable 
" remedies, only accelerates approaching death, the termination of 
" all sufTerings incurable by physiciujis. Thu» a^merchanl, strong 
" and apparently healthy, some symptoms of latent itch excepted, 
" which are perceptible only lo a judge, will, by several unfortunate 
" business Iransactions, be gradually reduced in his wealth, until 

and Cicero, I.fg. 1. 17, " quia hacBcabie oarent." The veib prurirc signifies to tick, 
tiud aiao LO deserve panu/tment Tut gome wrgng or ofTence commiUed ; for imilance, 
" num malae an Jentes libt jiruriuiil." See Plauti PoeDolusV. 5. 36. hi lIih Eng. 
iiah Ihtf BabeUntive tick, and the verb lo ilrh, correepond logeiher in Tegard to lh« 
|irapensity of doing lome tereng; thus in Shaksp. Wives o{ Windsor " If I see a ewont 
" ODt, my Gngeri tlch lo inaks one," or my ingen ilch to be al bim, which siijniiifa 
at alt events, ipnH wrong intended ; the French eipressian, " Ja peuu, te das lui dc- 
mange," means, he deserves punisbnienl ; the sanie ia the meaning with the Italian 

"Burkaljueklihn; die Maendeodet linger JDckeniW^- : the laine, as one feels an 
irrRsislible propensity lo steal, &c. 'rheviOTa"ihabb^," sehacbig,i:ommonloihe English 
and German langtmees, signifies ilchy, and likewise tbe most contemptible propen- 
sity, "(Huricioui." What can conlitin the correclnessof the "great lrulh,"more than lo 
find in the languages of the most civilized nations such synonymous e^piessions, which 
they were attlosaly, and almost inconsciously forced lo adopt, on accnunt of the 
aimiliarity nf two things ! — la Dr, Hering nol fully in the right when he saya on 
page 18 of his C. V. that this " new and groat work far transcended all precedinff 
"discoveries, aiuJ more than redoubled the power of the hotniMpaihic phyaicianl" If 
«e ever have repented of not possessing greater philological acquirements, it isat this 
moment, in order lo da justice to the great geaina, by better and simitar quotations 
from other languages. Hahnemann must have been unconscious of these importanl 
arguments for his sreal truth, ulliiinvise he would have mentioned tbein in his works. 
May hegraRioualy accept this, our small ofTering, by which he. aea more accomplisheit 
•ehoUr, will be led slill more to improve hii elevated idea— of the itch. 

23 
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" he is almost bankrupt, and at tlie same time be will be afTectei} 
" witb different illneeees, and be eventually attacked by a serious 
" disease. But the death of a licb relative, or the gain of a high 
" prize in tbe lottery, abundantly reatores his losses ; be becomes 
" a wealthy man, and nevertbeiess bis disease continues every year, 
" in apite of all medicfd preecriplions and of all his visits to tbe 
" moet fomous mineral springs. 

" Since the cause must always be proportionate and ^qual to iU 
" effects, the reason to its consequences, as is ever tlie case in na- 
" ture, no body can understand, why, in this case, after the re- 
" moval of the external attacks upon the health of the person, the 
" following evils should not only continue, but grow also worse 
" from year to year, unless there existed another and a higher 
" cause — acting in such a manner, that these loathsome events, 
" both having disappeared and being therefore unable to consti- 
" tute a cause sufficient for the following chronic disease, can only 
" be considered as the occasional cause for the developement of a 
" more important hostile power, which had already existed before 
" internally, but in a slumbering state." 

In further corroboration of liis acute and deep logical conclusions, 
"he continues on tbe same pages : — " A modest girl, believed to be 
" perfectly healthy, symptoms of internal itch excepted, is forced 
" into a marriage, which makes her soul unhappy ; her bodily 
" health begins to decay, without any signs of syphilitic infection. 
" Her calamitous complaints can be ameliorated by no medicine, 
" and they assume a still more serious character. In the midst 
" of this state, after a year of suffering, the cause of her misfor- 
" tunes, the husband, detested by her, suddenly dies, and she re- 
" vives, convinced that she is now relieved from the very cause of 
" all her mental and physical sufferings, and entertains the hope 
" of a speedy recovery ; all her friends share her anticipations, as 
" the cause which has excited her diaease lays now in the grave. 
" She indeed improves rapidly ; but, contrary to all expectations, 
" she remains sickly, the strength of her youth notwithstanding ; 
" her sufferings cease but rarely, and are renewed from time to 
" time, without any apparent cause, and seem even to become 
" more severe every year, (during the inclement season)," &c. 
Hahnemann repeats again more distinctly : — " Indeed if these un- 
" happy events had been the causes, the efficient causes of the 
" symptoms of the disease, would it not follow, that theit effect. 
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" the disease, should have also ceased entirely afler the causes was 
" removed t But the complaints do not cease, tliey are renewed, 
" and even increased and it becomes manifest, that these unhappy 
" events could not have been a suflicient cause for the compkiats 
" now existing ; it is obvious that they have served only as an 
" impulse to the developement of a sickness, which hitherto has 
" slumbered within the body. The diagnosis of this old and fre- 
" quently internal enemy, and the knowledge bow to defeat it, 
" reader it evident, that generally an internal ilch (psora) has 
" caused all these sufferings, which cannot be appeased, even by 
" the power of the strongest constitution, but can be overcome only 
" by the healing art." 

So much for Dr. Bering's and his brother homoeopathists' " old 
" philosopher enriched with experience," and the " treasury of new 
" observations and experience scarcely to be overlooked," (see page 
18 of the Concise View.) 

Those who are able and willing to read in the original, the 
reasons for "the great truth" in extenso, will find no page of 
the four big volumes to contain any more sense than our quota- 
tions, which we have selected only as the easiest to translate ; they 
generally display nonsense not less disgraceful. ; 

We now come lo the third and last maxim of homceopathia, 
which eaya, that by certain mechanical processes from all natural 
substances, and especially from all simple drugs, speciHc powers 
or virtues can be developed, which act always absolutely and un- 
conditionally, so as to produce in healthy persons definite diseases, 
the symptoms of which, when similar to those in natural diseases, 
will cure the hitter by removing its symptoms; and that the powers 
or virtues thus developed increase ad infinitum, in the direct ratio 
of the mechanical processes and in the indirect ratio of the quantity 
of the drug, so that their do^es can ne.ver be chosen too small. 

This maxim, if divested from its principal singular conceptions, 
would have produced much benefit to the profession, and especially 
to its practice, if Hahnemann could have elevated his mind above 
his cherished charlatanism, or above his propensity to the grossest 
absurdities. 

Thousands of instances in chemistry prove lieyond ail doubt that 
very small quantities of a substance may materially change a dis- 
proportionate large quantity of another, if both or one of them are 
in a liquid state ; — Borjwra non agnnt nisi fliiida. — The manrter in 
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which such phciiomcim oc4:iir, juslifi&s the opinion, thai whenever 
an affinity or some active relation between two or more subslances 
exbls, litis action will begin immediately after the two subetancee, 
however dispropoitionate iti quantity, come in contact or within 
their mutual sphere of action, though these changes appear to 
us to begin only when coming within the limits of our senses. 
We should perceive these changes much earlier and in a much 
higher degree of dilution, if our senses were less limited and if the 
minute changes in colour could be made more perceptible by a 
chromoecope, as those in size are by a microscope. If for instance, 
in asolutionof a salt of Platina a visibly changed colour is produced 
by a reagent weighing only the millionth part of the former, we 
may conjecture that this chtinge has taken place long before it was 
visible, and in the immediate sphere of the mutual action of both 
substances. The saipe will be the case with the slightest vapourof 
Iodine upon a disproportionately large quantity of starch, oi with 
the smallest quantity of arsenic, capable of making brittle a pro- 
portionately large quantity of gold, the most ductile metaL Daily 
experience, especially in the practice of medicine, proves etill more 
clearly, that the smallest particles, contained even in the vapour 
or gas of substances, produce in the healthy as well as in the dis- 
eased state, in men as well as in animals, very remarkable pheno- 
mena and even sudden death, although their weight and bulk 
connol be distantly compared with the weight and bulk of the 
individual upon whom they operate ; their effect can be referred 
only to the dynamical processes in organized living bodies, by 
which the influence of the smallest particle of the substances upon 
any point of the living body, capable of becoming excited by and of 
reacting upon it, suddenly spreads over the whole body. Thus if the 
largest animal sinks lifeless to the ground by the least approach of 
the vapour of prussic acid to its nose, or if persons become instan- 
taneously giddy, asthmatic, ifec, by merely smelling of Teratrine 
for a moment, these effects cannot result from the weight and bulk 
of the substances mentioned, but are only the consequences of the 
deleterious dynamo-chemical processes excited and propagated by 
them. Future advances in anatomy, physiology, and particularly 
in chemistry, in their paths now so brilliantly paved, will probably 
demonstrate, that the electro-chemical processes and the nervous 
system as the principal conduct(» in the animal economy, take, if 
not the only, certainly the principal part in theee phenomena. 
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All these expciimcnts, however, do not vary from the law of 
nature, that wherever difTerent matters act upon one another cheini- 
cally or otherwise, by immediate contact (if this can be admitted,) or 
st a certaindistance, they always actinthedirect, but neverin the in- 
yerseratioof theirbulk and,weight,or id sucha manner thata smaller 
quantity would produce under similar circumstances a greater effect 
than alarger one. We may therefore also expect with the greatest pro- 
priety, that under identical circumstances, we shall see also identical 
phenomena, and where this appears dilTereni to us, we may justly 
presume that the circumstances were not identical, and that some 
other influences beyond the control of our perception have co- 
operated, but we can by no means account for it by the inverse 
ratio between cause and its effecL 

Contrary to this general law of nature, Hahnemann's concep- 
tions about his developement of virtues from drugs, admit no other 
explanation than that the powers of the drags are really not only 
increased by his singular manipulations, but that they are deve- 
loped by them in the inverse ratio of their weight and bulk. 
Though this will become still more evident in the progress of 
this discussion, we must direct the particular attention of the 
reader to this topic, not only because it forms one of our principal 
objections to the homoeopathic doses, and therefore particularly 
to the practical application of this doctrine, but also because the 
homceopathists will be anxious to prove, that we have committed 
a palpable and gross error, or have wilfully distorted by sophisms 
Hahnemann's meanings and intentions. 

Hahnemann and his adherents assert, that in applying doses of 
drugs immensely small and not distantly comparable to those hi- 
therto thought of by any man, it is not the abidute smaUneis of 
the dose itself which accounts for their miraculous effect, but the 
virtue which becomes developed by the homceopathic triturations 
and shakings, and that this virtue increases in a direct ratio with 
the contiuuatiiin of these manipulations. Now we ask : does this 
explanation mean anything, except that the power of the drug be- 
comes increased at every higher developement, and that, as a frac- 
tion of one percent, of the different triturations or dilutions of one 
grain or drop always remains, that also the developed power is 
absolutely increased in the inverse ratio of its weight ? To prove 
this more clearly, let us take two substances S and s, the for- 
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nier of which, or S, contains a latent power P (suppsse for instance 
the power or rather the capacity to become ignited,) while die lat- 
ter, s, is inert and serves only as a vehicle, a menstruum, in short, 
as a mechanical mean for developing, by triturating or shaking, 
the power contained in S. Now take a portion of S equal to 
W and ninety-niae times as much of s, and rub them minutely, or 
dissolve both and shake them together. After this first trituration, 
take again one part of this mixture or solution called M, equal to 
the weight of W, and pulverize or dissolve it again with another 
ninety-nine parts of s, to obtain a new mixture called m, and so con- 
tinue and repeat these processes twelve times in the same manner, 
every one of which must be distinguished by the different letters M, 
m, (i, fcc, when the latent or slumbering P contained iu S will be 
awakened or developed. But in order to use P disenthralled from 
S, so as to obtain a certain power, (that of igniting) contained in it 
and not yet enough developed or disenthralled from S, in M, m, (>,, 
&.C., you are obliged to continue the same process six times more, 
in the same manner as you have done twelve times. Is it not 
clear that the power P is not only developed from S, but that this 
is done in the inverse ratio between W and P, or between the 
weight and power of S ; since from the billionth part of one grain 
a power is developed which was uot observable in the one-hun- 
dredth, one- ten-thousandth, £ic. part of the diminished weight, and 
much less in the original weight, or in the first W of S. That in 
order to obtaintheproper first developement of P, it has been neces- 
sary to repeat the same process with one fractional part of the M, 
m, (*, Sic, and ninety-nine times as much of the menstruum s, proves 
already the correctness of our assertion, and a fortiori this is correct, 
when from the first developemenls until the acquisition of the de- 
sired end, many more additional processes, instituted exactly in 
the same manner, were indispensably required. The subterfuge of 
"greater mildness," the terms "virtue" "poteni," or similar vague 
expressions used by Hahnemann and his disciples, cannoi impair the 
clear conception of a power indefinitely increased in the manner 
just staled. If it was Hahnemann's intention to give a weaker 
dose after the developement of the drug-virtue has once begun, for 
instance, the thousandth part of one grain, it would have been sufG- 
cient to divide accordingly one grain of the last mixture, possessed 
of the desired developed virtue. What other reason can be assigned 
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for repeating the process so often, except that the virtue in M, m, n, 
inc. was not sufficiently developed, or, to speak plainly, that the 
power was not strong enough ? Must not this ridiculous nonsense 
of the homoeopathists, already so striking, be considered still more 
so, if they were to assert, that the object of their repeated dilations, 
shakings and trituradons, is to develope always less of P, and thus 
gradnally to approach the injimte minus or nothing f 

The infinite divisibility of all matter does not involve Hahne- 
mann's conception, tliat the hmits of all matter must be no matter 
at all, or, according to the dynamistical theory, that all matter 
must be considered only as tbe product of two powers ; — the gene- 
ral attractive and repulsive powers of nature, similar, but opposed 
in their determined direction, and therefore restricting one ano- 
ther, GO as to produce matter hy this mutual restriction only. This 
opinion, so much advocated by Hahnemann, and superficially al- 
luded to in some passages of his works, though contradicting his 
whole doctrine, will never be proved satisfactorily, since in physi- 
cal nature we never find matter without power, or power without 
matter, and the adoption of a superphysical power, though inti- 
mately connected with our higher existence and destination, with 
our happiness on earth and our hopes of the futnre, belongs to 
another sphere. 

If therefore the author of the Concise View states, in the sense 
of his master, (see p. 20), that drugs not only become divested of 
aU qualities belonging to matter by homceopathical dilutions and 
triturations, but are transformed into vure virtues, which, accord- 
ing to our argument, must always act inversely to the original 
weight of the drug: then these developed drug-virtues would, by 
this property alone, appear as novelties, since we know of no 
other power in physical nature depending upon, or at least con- 
nected with matter, as aU are, which act in this manner : and 
even the action of all matters, erroneously considered as imponde- 
rabilia, such as light, caloric, and electricity, depend in a direct 
ratio upon their measurable quantiUes. 

Wherever we can observe the action of one substance upon 
another, we will always find them acting in a definite peculiar 
manner, which is alike in all tMr quantities, and which difiers 
only according to the direct raiio of the latter. This absolutely 
direct ratio, it is true, becomes essentially changed by the reac- 



icvGooi^lc 



184 

lion of (he vital powers, sad cannot be considered as always de- 
pending Holely on the changes in the weight of the substances : it 
forms, however, an essentia) part of the total action originally re- 
sulting from both, vii. fromihe definite weight andthevital reaction. 

Hahnemann asserts, on S 282 of his Organon, that (he arith- 
metical proportion is not applicable to the effect of drugs, since 
eight drops of any medicine cannot be considered, in regard to ita 
effect on the living body, as four times two, but only perhaps as 
twice two. But he palpably contradicts this assertion, by bis re- 
peated direction always to administer the thirtieth developed vir- 
tue of bis drug : and besides, be is only partly correct, in con- 
founding the ab$dvte and relative differences of the dose of a 
drug ; for when it is first applied to two persons of the same age, 
sex, constitution, etc. in short, under (he same circumstances, the 
absolute dose must nnquestionably be correct, and eight drops 
will always exert an effect as strong again as four. But under 
different circumstances, among which we may particularly advert 
to the repeated application of the same drug during the same dis- 
ease, or by long habit, eight drops of it may not longer be equal 
to twice four, but may perhaps decrease in (heir operadon to only 
= 7 = 6 or even = ; according to the number of its repetitions 
and to other circumstances connected with the individnal case ; as 
we have already adverted to above, in defence of the necessity of 
possessing a variety of drugs belonging to ibe same class, though 
they apparently act altogether quite alike ; as we may, for in- 
Etance, apply whh considerable advantage, in some nervous dis- 
eases, a small qnantity of one kind of wine, if no effect is caused 
by another similar, and even weaker kind. 

Thongb the opinion, that the specific quality of drugs becomes 
quite changed under different circumstances, has cansed many er- 
rors in practical medicine, and though this peculiarity is considered 
by Hahnemann as one of the principal arguments of his doctrine, 
still the contrary of his assertions will be easily proved, by exa- 
mining more closely some instances quoted by him and his ad- 
herents. 

We have seen that Hahnemann and Dr. Hering consider (he 
cure of frost-bitten limbs by means of snow, and the application of 
heat to bums, as very effectual, and as of the most striking facts in 
favour of faomoeopathia. We have also tried to prove, by the 
principles of rational medicine, the untenable groand on which 
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these experieacei rest. Caliiric presenu, however, some other 
pbenomeDa, which oot less apparently confrm the erroneous o[h> 
iiioa, that iu eflecta on the living body are entirely difiereol, or 
even opposite, according to its different degrees. Every one must 
admit, tbtU we are endrely ignorant of tthtobUe cold and heat, and 
are acquainted only with those degrees which we can ascertain. — 
Should the infinence of cold and warmth on the human body be 
really so opposite, these different effecu must of course become 
most prominent in their greatest known extremes. But as both 
theseextremesproddcetbi; same elfsui on the living animal body, 
we may justly presume, that wherever the lower degrees of 
warmth and cold prove to be contrary in their effecu, this contra- 
riety is to be explained in a manner not dtacordant with their ab- 
solute physical identity, but rather modified only by the specific 
laws of organized life. Now we observe, that one of ihe highttst 
degrees of heat which we possess, the white heat of iron, or the 
focus of a. burning glass, produces the same effect on the body 
as one of the highest degrees of cold, frosen mercury ; both exci- 
ting, if applied to the living bii,dy, violent inflammation and im- 
mediate mortification.* 

Not content with the mere observation of these identical phe- 
nomena, we may easily find tlie true cause of them in the laws al- 
ways obvious in caloric, viz. that it tends to be distributed in all 
bodies equally, and in proportion to their specific capacity for it. 
The white-hot iron, imparting at once a larger quantity of caloric 
than Ihe living part in contact with it can distribute so quicUly, 
causes indammatioo in this spot, which subsequently mortifies ; — 
the froien mercury does ibe same, but only in another direction : 
it absorbs the caloric so violently from the place or its contact, 
that an immense quantity of caloric suddenly rushes from the con- 
tiguous and all the other parts of the living body, to bal- 
ance the loss of the caloric absorbed by the iroxen mercury : the 
excessive quantity of caloric, thus momentarily accumulated at the 
points of contact, produces the same effect, and causes the spot to 
inflame: this spot likewise, by its great degree of over-excitement, 
passes quickly to the state of death, or roortificauon. If the dif- 

* It Bppesn thai the anFients had a clenr eonceptkm of Ihe ideatieal acLion of 
the highnal di^gieesaf heat and cold, since we End in Plinjr, Horace, and Cicaru, Iba 
•i^reauon " feigns uril." 
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ference between (he Tree caloric contaiDed in (wo bodies is not 
very great, and consequently if the tendency to a free distrifoution 
of it is not excessive, the colder one applied will always abstract 
caloric from the warmer body, but less quickly than where the 
difference is greater. This fact is confirmed in- many other natu- 
ral phenomena : for instance, in (he two electricities, where also 
the effect, in combioing them, will be greater or less, in propor- 
tion to the difference ofthe degree of plug E in the one and of 
minus £ in the other. — It generally appears a law of nature, that 
wherever two opposite powers, or two opposite directions of the 
same power act, the rapidity of (heir mutual tendency '(o combine, 
and to restore the disturbed equilibrinm is always in direct propor- 
tion to their different degrees*. 

Tbe profeBsion formerly considered cold an astringent, on ac- 
count of its physical contracting quality ; afterwards ae a stimulant, 
and now, with more propriety, an the contrary, or'as a powerful 
antiphlogistic. As a otere astringent it will never act on the tisaues 
of the living body, because no physical power can act absolutely 

* We Gnd but few similar ph;r>''=^' phenQmeiui apparently conttadicling this U«r, 
which depende on causee not yet ■atiifactorily aicertaincd; aince the lame came, whea 
rwluced M iU lower degree, caiinot aiane preduce what ia generally effected by ita 
higher ilesreea. Thus It is ubaerTed, that when the mercury in tbe thermometer has 
faUen to the freenng poini: of water, an increase of cold causes it to risa a little for a 
abort time. Though this may ba partly explained by the cold, coDtracting unequally 
the mercury and the glass, yet it is remarkable, that all thin^ baving baea equal be- 
fore the level of the mercury had reached the freezing point, its fallitig waa always in 
a direct proportion to the diminiahed degree of warmtn. Water, aa stated by moilem 
experimentalists, does not present this contradictory properly, but augmenta in its 
density always in direct proportion to the degree of cold; it appears, therefore, still 
more eit inordinary, thnt water evaporates on while-hot irim less than at the lower 
degrees of heat ; and though naturalists have explained this by the infiuence of 
electro-magnetism which becomes developed, the fact that alcohol aleo STaporatea 
more at some tower degrees of warmth than at higher ones, also remains unexplained. 
These experiments, which we haie not seen quoted by Dr. Metcalf, in his New The- 
ory of Terrestrial MagDBtiam, just published, — in eonueiion with other faets, espe- 
cially with these, that magnetism'ia not communicated uniformly like caloric, and does 
rwt impart its flaid or magnetic power to bodies susceptible Tor it, etc. — may form s 
part of the many objections to his theory, to which more competent critics may ad- 
vert. Many phenomena, however, attending the origin and cure of diseases may fa- 
vour, if not the absolute identity of caloric and magnetism, (which proposition once 
admitted, would likewise imply the identity of caloric and electricity) but, at least, 
their mutual dependance, or their always contemporary action. — When considering 
that habit or custom plays so great a psjt'in the living snimal ecoDoiay, being one (S 
the mast prominent prerogatives of organized Ufe, it appears highly interesting that 
the magnet ia the oiily one of all unorganized subatances, which likewise depe^s on 
habit or custom, though generally in a proportion inverse to the influence of habit in 
omsnized living bodies, the magnetic power (reaction) being gradoally increased by 
habit. This similarity may hereafter open a large field for some interesting physiolo- . 

■—• 1... .. j[ jQjj, {jgjj explain the mysterious phenomena of ommal mog- 

10, since aninui mognetiim is likewise the only agent whidl in- 
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on it ao long as it lives or is capable of any reaction, though the 
te!a~celluloea as the most simple, least seneible and most vege- 
tative tiaeueof the living animal body, appears to be most afTected 
by the astringent powers of cold ; but the higher and lower de- 
grees of cold will operate sometimes as antiphlogistic, and some- 
times as stimulant, according to its absolute degree, and also to 
the degree of heat of the part to which it is applied. If the part 
be very hot from genuine or plastic inflammatien, ice may easily 
injure, though a lees intense degree of cold may be beoeficial, be- 
cause when ice is applied, more caloric goes to the part, which al- 
ready superabounds in it, than is in the same time directly absorbed 
by the ice, whereas a less intense cold will absorb the heat of the 
inflamed part without that inconvenience. But if the part be only 
very hot from a large local developement of caloric, not depending on 
a genuine inflammation, as is the case in all pure asthenic or ady- 
namic fevers, typhus, &c., or from a tendency to an inorganic 
chemical decomposition, as is obvious in the last stages of putrid 
fevers, ice may prove highly salutary, by operating as an indirect 
powerful stimulant, and the lower d^rees of cold may prove de- 
trimental, its direct noxious influence being not overbalanced by its 
indirect stimulus. This might become more evident in consider- 
ing that the intense heat perceptible in patients dangerously ill 
with typhus, and particularly with putrid fever, (the very causus) 
does not depend on the vt^o/ developement of caloric, attending all 
plastic processes, and therefore superabundantly increased, as in all 
genuine inflammations, but upon an oppoaite and rather passive 
process, predominant in all those kinds of diseases, as far as 
hfe admits of a tendency to inorganic decomposition of the sohds 
and fluids, by which caloric also becomes always developed; this 
may be proved by the characteristic heat of the patient, {calor mor- 
dax) which will be observed in these diseases only, but never in 
those where the vitai powers are not so intensely reduced, and 
much less in any genuine inflammatory aflection. In typhus 
fever, with dangerous affections of the brain, delirium ferox or 
tacitnrnum, s<^r, &c^ and in which the cautious but energetic 
treatment with stimulants, revulsives, &c. is generally indicated, 
fomentations of the head with cold water will be of more injury 
than benefit to the patient, whereas bladders filled with pounded 
ice are a powerful remedy and has saved the lives of many such pa- 
tients; because in these cases it does not operate as an antiphlo- 



icvGooi^Ic 



188 

gistic, as is thought generally, but as a powerful indirect etimulant 
upon this centre of ihe oerTuu? reaction, the brain ; proinotioga 
largerafflux of caloric to it, which, by encouraging a salutary re- 
action, amply overbalances the directdeductionof Btimuluabycold. 
The manner in which caloric acta on organized living bodies, 
offers highly instructive instances, particularly adapted for the satis- 
factOTy explanation of many phenunienii in animal life, and as 
■ the great astronomer discovered the laws of gravitation from tbe 
fall of an apple, so the reflecting lihyeiologiet may, from the few 
remnants of life contained in a frozen apple, which are revived by 
snow and the gradual application of warmih, but destroyed for 
ever by its higher degrees, derive results highly important to theo- 
retical as well as practical medicine.* 

* The eiplnnaliDD of tbe Ktion of calorii 
in these jiagea, relieveB us fiam further objec 
allege id aopport of h» miiiin, " similu timilibui 

Organon ; thai the one baud bathed in norm water » » ant winner iiibu uid uuidl, 
bnl arterirardB if taken out from it feele colder Ibai) tbfl other, in coDieqnence oftba 
Bfler-openttioi> of the wann water, and so tice venaif pulGrat into cold water. Itia 
utoniahing that a mad who prelenda to rvform or rather to est^liah tbe healine art, 
■hould be to ignornnt aa to quote aoch inetnncea in -upporl of bu doctrine. If the 
thermometer at tlie temperature of SO deg. la immeraed in cold water of 30 ieg,. 
and it fall* to ibia degree ; can it be well tailed an afler-operBtion of wannlb, or if 
taken out of water at SO deg, and eipoeed to ths lempemture of tbe atmosphere of 
70 dee. it riiei again to 70 deg., can thia riaitig of 40 deg. be called an after-operatioa 
of cold! The fee)ing of cold after ibe hand la taken from warm water will, beaide* 
(because quoted by us above, be atill mors perceiitLble, because the incrensrd waiiiith 
bas, according to the law of organiied living bodiea, " ubi irritatio ibi affluiui bumo- 
rnm" attraclsd imTe fluids, bl<rad, &c.. anil increaaea aftarwarda by tbe more opened 
potes, the evaporation, which abstracting caloric, must naturally prodnce thesenailion 
of cold; whereBB when Ibe hand bas been before in erdd watei and is afterwards eipoaed 
to I warmer medium, it will increaae tbe aenaatioD of warmth by tbe increaaed ex- 
citHbility for all stimulanli, and theiefore niso for warmth. The deirimentnl action of 
heat and cold depends much on the stat.' of the perwin and on the slate of the am- 
rounding atmosphere. Weakly persons are unquestionably very much mjured by cold, 

preventive Rgainit them, produces s great many evils, ai do msny simiUr recommen- 
daliona given under tbe errnneoua impresaion that Ihey are mqre congenial to the 
natural atate of men, which has long ^ince passed away. Van Helmont says very 
correctly, "frigidum non eat priniijiium vitals aed eiiinctionis." Many cnaea of 
dyspepsia, rheumatiam, ice., and particularly rjf cough, which turns to consumption, 
ariae frequrnlly from cold water, though sometimrs, but rarely, ice may prove a 
remedy in diseaaea of the stomach and bowrli. for the reason menlioned above when 
speaking of ice in cerebral- typhna. Hahnemann in his Organon, and also in hie Ma- 
teria Medica, Vol. II., aiaetta, that when a psFson much heated feels cold bjr 
■piritnona drinks, and hotter from cold drinkii, it depends likewise on a homteopatbicu 
action of host and cold. The fact ia tme, and would, if more strictly obeerred, and not 
abuaed, prevent many serious and even fatal diseases. It depends however on 
thoee laws of organized life, Bfcording to which thr stimulus must be always propor- 
tionate to the degree of eicitability, if the vital actions shall not be diatnrbed, die, and 
also on the fact best eiplained by them, that all eiEremea, if they follow one another 
immediately, injure and can even destroy the atruclure of all bodies, but parttoularlj 
organized living ones, since Ui< equilibrium of the viul powers, easily sustained or 
TMtored during a gradual change, cannot be established so quickly in a sudden one. It 
is therefore aleo very erroneous to eottaider merely the sodden transition from warmth 
to cold obooiiaua; the reverse is not less se, and many dangerous diseases of children, 
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The operalioDs of many otiier agenta and druge, prodtirm<s as 
well as curiDg eickDess, according to the diffeience of iheir i1<)sk, 
are however to be coosidered tlie eame. A alight cold, for iiistauce, 
may check the aeuetioa of the SclmeideriaD membrane and ciiiise 
a dry catarrh ; one which ia severer at the commencement, or fol- 
lows the first, may excite this membrane to a profuse secretion ; luid 
a similar but more Berere affection will check the secretion again 
from thesame cause, but being more interrae than in both the pre- 
vious cases, il may generate by over excitement, an inflammation 
extending to the throat, the trachea and even to the lungs. The 
cause of all these different states is always ths same and acts in the 
same manner, but either under different circurastancee oriii different 
degrees of strength, and nobody can reaaonably assert, that in the 
third degree of the action just mentioned, the same cause bad cured 
homcBopstbically what a minor degree in the second stage of the 
same diseafie had previously produced. As instances of dmple 
drugs, we may cite Rhubarb, Ipecacuanha and Opium. Rhubarb 
is acknowledgad to be a purgative in large doees, but small doses 
of it are beneficial in looaetkesa of the bowels- It is not yet ascer- 
tained, but we are confident, that many other purgatives, especi- 
ally thoee which are considered as tonics, would do the same under 
certain circumstances, if iised in doses small enough in proportion 
Is their purgative quality, without regard to the homcBopathic 

particularly cratip, inflammalioD of the brain, du;., sriee from their approach lo the fire 
nben thay h*vs been >«fore Bipmn) to cold air. Cold can be applied without injuiy 
only in a very few diseHBes, thou^ aomuCiDiee vary deipernte. r.asei are cured by it, 
especiHllyby alternately ludden changes of lemperature; aaall agents which are capable 
of doing Kmat injory, are alao •umaLimoa of aceat benefit; thus lor initiuica, lie doiiloa- 
reut (prosopalgia,) » sooietiiDeB cured merely by audiien alternate applications of hot 
water and ice, though this disease isBopainfnl and obslinale that such patients aubmit 
to the mogt painful aurgical operations, lalhnr than to aufTer the paina, nhicb however 
freqiiently rSKiat all medical and surgical assistance. Peraona who art- accustomed 
to sadden chaagei.of temperature wdl beat them much easier without injury, and ar« 
mach more piolected against many morbid affeiliana than others, because the particular 
influence of habit belongs to the moat prominent and characterialieal pn^rties of 
otgaoiied liiiog bodie*. It should therefore be coLsideted aa one of the most impor- 
lant object sof a judicious physical edncalion of children, lo accustom them, from 
tbait eailieat kitincy, to alteraats channel by bathi gradually, witb othar eircam- 
■pective precautiona. The Russian baths, now ao faaMonable in Europe, may there- 
fore bs Tely much racommanded for joang and healthy peraoaa, to harden them lodia 
Ticiaaitudea of atmoapheric temperature, and may also be considered as a powerful 
remedy in some ioTeterate chronic diaeaaea, hi which a torpor of reaction preiails, aa 
in goal, siNiie iMTTOOB aSections, Ac.) proridsd there are no local affaclioas of iDt«nul 
organa, especially those where plethora predoniiaatea ; but when uaed without dne pre- 
Cantion, they sometimes prove highly obnoiioua and eran ht^. This is eaaily ei- 

flained when we reflect that even lifeleas bodies, poasessine the graateat cohesion, 
ir instance a large piece of flint, which may have resisted all influences tq nature for 
thooaanda of years, falla immediately into dust, when after exposure lo a high dagiea 
of heat, it is thrown into cold water. Hon much more will man be affected by a sud- 
den se^n«l of bMh extrevaa, if not vety healthy, snong, and ac<maloinad lo it. 
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maxim. These different and contrary actions may be easily 
explained phyebl^icatly in the following manner, without the aid 
of homoeopalhi^, aud rather in oppoeition lo its maxims, viz. ; in a 
large doee they over-excite the mucous membrane of the intestines, 
and the aubsequent relaxation prodiices a larger excretion of fluids, 
already attracted by the increased specific stimulus ; whereas, in a 
reasonable small dose, Uieir primary effect remains weaker and the 
natural consequences of the over-excitement and relaxation men- 
tioned, are not only absent, but, on the contrary, if such a relaxa- 
tion has previously existed, as is the case in a protracted diarrhcBa, 
it will be diminished and cured. A relatively small doee of rhu- 
barb, or of another purgative, might always produce costivenesa by 
that reason also, because, before it reaches the large intestine it 
operates on the stomach and small intestines, their nerves, &c., 
where, as a slight stimulus, it produces an antagonistical reac- 
tion, and checks the secretion in the lower parts of the intestinal 
tube, in a manner discordant with Hahnemann's rude conceptions 
of this very allopathic mode, and more similar to Bason's theory of 
contra-fitimulus. Ipecacuanha also, Uke other emetics, if given in 
very small doses, may check a hyperemesis, which has resisted the 
best remedies known, because, as is ascertained by the interesting 
experiments of Magendie, the action of emetics depends particularly 
on their influence upon the par vagum and its coDtinuauce in, and 
ultimate connexion with, the nerves of the stomach. — In a mor> 
bid distemper, however, of this section of the nervous system, 
causing a particular morbid reaction of the stomach, small doses 
of Ipecacuanha wilt check vomiting, as well as many substances 
which otherwise would have checked it, will increase it. Obstinate 
cases of vomidng or purging mil sometimes be quickly cured by 
sufficiently powerful emetics or cathartics, after all other remedies 
have failed, simply because they remove not a remote, but a proxi- 
mate cause ; for instance the remnants of indigestible food, which 
nature alone could not remove on account of her too tardy and 
weak action ; by every slight and useless exertion, the evil still in- 
creases, while on the contrary, by the aid of a powerful remedy, 
causing a very brisk reaction, the patient is cured by removing 
the material cause. — In all these cases we purposely abstracted 
fVom the indirect removal of such a disease, by changing only the 
form of the present state, or by substituting a new order of things 
which, though aggravated, doe* not allow the prominent cause 
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aod its sjrDaptom to exist any longer. — Opium in small doses is an 
excellent remedy in looseness of the bowels, but large doses of it 
may produce diarrhcea by over-exciting the ganglions, nerves, be- 
ef the intestinal canal, which therefore is very difficult to cure, as 
are all diseases which originate fromrepeated over-excitements, and 
particularly, all diseases following habitual intemperance in spi- 
rituous drinks. A small dose of opium, as we have already hinted* 
may, however, render radical relief in obstinate costiveness, and ■ 
act as a purgative where all drugs considered as purgatives have 
failed, by removing the nervous anesthesia, or the particular dis- 
temper, (pareesthesia) which prevents the natural functions from 
being performed, and renders also cathartics ineffectual. 

To prove that influences belonging to the same class, or even 
identical, may cause quite opposite actiouB, we refer also to mental 
influences, which merely differ in their strength and not in their 
nature, or depend also upon individual predisposition. In this 
manner the relief which the slightly affected heart feels in shedding 
tears, is denied to the sufferer of a greater misfortune or when 
possessed of more sensitive and deeper feelings. — Id all these 
instances no one of sound conception will find any thing aimilar 
to a homceopathtc action of exceedingly small doses oppotite to 
their action in comparatively very large ones, but all phenomena 
minutely corrrespond with the principles of soood physiology and 
rational mqrficine. 

Sometimes the great influence of a small dose, and the efficacy 
of a comparatively very laige one, solely depend upon the stiU 
more evident local vital reaction. Thus a few grains of arsenic or 
of any strong poison may be mwe &tal than an ounce of the same 
substance taken at a dose, only because the large dose excites so 
powerful and quick a reaction of the stomach, that there is then 
more chaqce of the rejection of all its contents, than when only a 
few grains are taken, which might sit on the stomach and destroy 
life. Even on superficial reference to such a fact, nobody would 
think that arsenic is to be considered as acting in the iaverae ratio 
of its bulk and weight. Every one will admit that one ounce of 
arsenic divided' into grains will poison, without any particular 
virtue devdopcd by an homceopathlc manipulation, and that the 
true nature of this substance, though operating more uncondition- 
ally than many, is not in the least changed by tlie difference of 
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the dose itself, but tbat its effect depeads on particular cooditioas, 
.\\i ilie subst&Dcee whicb do not act mecbaoically, operate oo tbe 
living aiiitual body only relatively, and tbougb they operate as 
I'Kiiiedies in direct proportion lo their quantity and quality, they 
never act unconditionally and abacJutely, as Hahnemann asserts in ' 
respea to his virtues developed from drug«. We may say 
witit propriety that, excepting the primitive et^oal cause of all 
nuture, no power acta absolutely and uncooditionally ; but that all 
are wii^ly counterbalanced and checked by one another, and that 
thi» produces principally the immense variety of actions in the 
univer^. Every man therefore who believes or asserts that a 
power, developed by him, acts absolutely and unconditionally, 
the same under all circumstances, and without being check- 
ed or altered by the influence of any natural power, may jusUy 
be considered as destitute of common sense, and of all natural 
religious feeling. It is evident that, if this bold and often repeat- 
ed assertion of Hahnemann be true, we cannot conceive why, 
among many otlier inconsistencies of a similar kind, Hahnemann 
lUiikes the salutary operations of his developed drug-virtues to de- 
pend upon the absence of'all remedial influences to which the 
patient may be expumd? why he acknowledges the influence of 
idiosynocrasy and habilf why he so frequently prescribes antidotes 
ill cases where homcEopathic doses acted im(iroperly or (oo viiilent- 
ly? why he cautions his followers iigainst undertaking the treat- 
ment of a patient who has previously been illtreated \iy an aliopa- 
thbt? and why, in publishing his " great truth,'' he himself could 
ever admit the many fuilures of his earlier treatment for upwards 
of twenty years, which, as he himself avows, had induced him lo 
labor twelve years upon another ireatmeut of all chronic diseases — 
all of which palpably contmdict the absolute and uncoaditional 
operations of his drug-«irtues, though he continuea the same as- 
sertions in his later works ? Is it not tbe greatest noasease to sti- 
pulate any condition for a power said to act always absolutely and 
unconditionally ?* 

" Go teach aUroal wUdom bow to rale, 
"lliin drop into ih]r*elf ud be % toot."— Pep*. 

* At a (peeimen of the aaaj UTolling eipnuaiana ia regud to the iafullibilitf of 
their doc liiue, with which not only Hthnemann'i works, but alio those of hii diicipla 
■bound ; we quote tbe remnrka of Dr. Kopp, who atatee in his work above meDlioned, 
page 4ST, that Dr. Harllaub and Dr. Trinka in their Materia Medica, and also ia 
Aichif. f. h. Heilk. Vol, II., No. 3, pablicly declare in regard lo Iht iofallible cure of 
hydrophobia bjr (he bomieopaihic method, " that each unlortimale issue ol this 
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Wfth regard to the greater mildness claimed by Hahneiuaan 
•nd the author of the Concise View on page 14, for the homaep' 

" (hocking dJBease is alwaja to be ucribed to the !illending physician," though w* 
^now of no iialajice in which their treatment has succeeded in hydrophobia, but numy 
where it has fsiled. 

We are told by good ntithoritj, that in an American city, some hommopathisls have 
recently collected the Bslifa of a rabid dog. probably for no other purpose tban l« 
.administer it in hydiophobin. Wc hope ihey will not be so cnwy a> to renture its 
.application on heuthy persons, for ascertaining the Talidity of their conceptiona about 
drug- sickness, nor to administer it as a prophylactic in any caae, where a person is 
"bitten by a rabid dog. Both, but the former particularly, should be consirlered as 
fliurderons eiperimenls, smce according to many instances on record, person^wound- 
.ed by a dog unquestionably rabid, hiive escaped without danger. As a hommopathie, 
or in these cases mate particularly termed iso^alhir, remedy against hydrophobia 
itself, the thirtieth dilution of CFne drop of hydrophobic matter will probably do no 
positire injury, but would bo highly objectionable, merely as causing the neglect of 
other important measures prescrfbed by the profession. Il appears to ns very incon- 
sistent for homreopathiHts still to trust to the hydrojihobic virus, after the "great 
liulh" of their great genius should hare taught them that hydrophobiA is particn- 
larly entitled to all the singular privileges of the itch, and will certainly be radically 
cured by smelling of a sugar grain as large as a heiQpseed, and moistened with the 
thirtieth dilution of table salt. — Sometimes the contemptible '■ learned lumber" 
would aid them a little. In this case, for instance, ihey would then know that there 
.are many reasons for beliering that the hydrophobia of animals depends on the iwin- 
!brother of itch, viz, on alopecia or lepiosis, which is particularly common to the 
^enus canis, to the fox, wolf, &c. 

We do not despair of the curability of this tremendous scourge, ihou^ we most 
candidly confess that allopaihists, rational as well as empirical, have hitherto succeedet) 
*o seldom, that it may justly be still declared incurable by them. In these cases 
modem medicine has litiewise tried in vain to apply its all-curing antiphlo^stic treat- 
ment to the utmost eitreme. Bleeding, ad deliquiom, was frequently prescribed, but 
lo our hnowledge without one instance of a positive benefit. We should think that 
without a chemical destruction or neutralization of such a violent and unassimilabla 
virus, and without an energetic though cautious support of the vital powers, either to 
aubdue its effects or to convey il tu the primarily atfected place, where it can be 
discharged by the eicreloiy organs, all the exettiotis of the art must prove fruitless, 
and that therefore, so long as we do not possess a distinct antidote, the method which 
tends to prostrate to the utmost all vital actions, must be considered the vroret of all. 
The inferences drawn from the tndammalion of the par vagum and of the other 
nerves and ganelia of the neck, the throat. &c., as derived from some post mortem 
eiaminations of hydrophobic persons, caniiot reasonably justify such an eatreme anti- 
phlogistic treatment, even if we were certain that the inflammatory state should have 
eiisted at all, or at a still higher degree during life. It would be difficult lo compre- 
hend how an inflammation, existing in thetinesl nets of the capillary arteries, veins and 
lymphatics, could be subdued by an abstraction of blood, not onlyonaccotintof the phyr 
sical laws of capillarity, but also by the violent siimuhis of such a heterogeneous vi rue. 
Qven adniittiifg the truth of modern physiological experiments and also of observations 
in diseases, lh»t by large bleedings the resorption is promoted more than by any other 
remedy ; we would ask, is it probable that such a pernicious virus will be resotbed bjr 
the vasa absorbentia, then pass through the whole circulation, and then again be de- 
posited in a secretory and excretory organ, — which processes the virus must neces- 
sarily undergo before it can be removed,^ — without doing, if possible, still more injury, 
than when remaining in the said places 1 The analogy drawn from the beneSts 

{lenerally derived horn an antiphlogistic treatment in infectious eianthematic dissases 
ike small-poi, measles, dec. is not applicable 10 hydrophobia, since in these diseases 
the cutaneous inflammation being more or less consideiably extended, and the func- 
tion of such a large emunctory organ, as the whole skin, is much restricted, the anti- 
phlogistic treatment is not on|y more necessary, but this must be also of a more 
prominent influence i farther, in these exanthematie diseases the virus is more diffused 
over the whole reproductive system, and becomes gradually aBsimilated by the differ- 
ent stages of the disease ; and lastly, this mslhoil of treatment proves injurious iq 
f^^tt caaes also if carried too far, or if the dise(iBe is complicated with peryous sffi^ 
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potbically develbped drug^virtues, we would further remarfc, tbat 
tf bis statement be correct, it inrolvee xousisteutly the assertioD^ 

kionj, Sk, The great timilaTiljr betneen hydrophobia and Ihs most dangeront and 
fatal nertoui affections, particutarl; triimua and teianua ; the fncl that distinct 
•jmptonu of ipoManeous hydrophobia are sometimea leen aa aeeetBoriei in important 
nerroa* aSactiona, for initancB in tjphus sod intgnniltent ferar, &c., favour th» 
opioiiM that hjdropbabia ia a most violent diaeaae o( the neiroua tyateni, aeHted pro- 
bably moat prominently in the appri part of the spinal marrow and the medulla 
oblongata, the canalia ceiabra-apinalia Magendii, the ganglion intercaroticum, (!) &c. 
The altanlion of the ptoreasion thould therefore be paitieularlj directed to thoae 
lemciliaa which act principally on the whole nerrous aystem, and psrticnlarly on th» 
apinal marrow, rather than to any other mode, provided the ntmoat peraeveiance in 
tba judicioua Itual ITeatoient of the wouod by atimulanta and auppurativei, which 
ahould always be regarded aa the principal ubjeet, ia carefully obaerred. 

The treatmsnl of the older school a with belladonna, roeloe proscarabnua, eanthar- 
idea, Ac., would, perhaps, have succeeded better if attended with tbe proper local 
trealmsnt of ths nonod, and the simultaneoua use of large dosea of mercury. The 
powerful alcaioidea diacoversd by modern chemistry in tbe artlclea mentioned, and in 
olbsidruia, asYeratrine, patlicularly their eodermic application, open a large field for 
trials, wh ch, if duly and peraeveringly continued, may grant natbe great victory over 
this acandalum medicorum. We may justly attribute (he failure hitherto attending 
tbe use of these drugs, in their eilemal eibibitton, to Ibe erroneous opinion (hat il 
maksa no difibrence in what manner they iire applied eitemslly, and (bat tbe dilated 
wound ia the best place lo apply Ihem; thia, however, is not tbe proper cndermic treat- 
ment. Bad contradicts (he known fact, (hat the abaotbent veaaels and the nerves are 
Senerally more numerous and active en the snifsce of the skin, immediately below 
le epidermis, than in tbe depth of Che muscles j ic is also evident (bat the inflnencs 
of tbe drugs is either frustrated by (be torpor or morbid process of the primitive le- 
sion, or will be destroyed by the necessary dilatation of tbe wound and its a nppn ration, 
by which they are also soon removed. It is obvious that bothobjeeta caniiOt be at- 
MDcd in the aame place, and that, as the local suppuration is intended lo remove the 
virus, the endermic remedy cannot enter the ajslem by absorption on the aame apos 
simullaaeously. — ^Why haa not the ptofeeaion continued lo (ry hot vaponr baths, (lOS* 
F.) by which Dr. Briaaon intended to kill himseir, but wss cured by them, when the 
■ympinma of hydrophobia were already developed f Ten years ago Dr. B. commu- 
nicated this and many similar etstementa of brilliant curea lo lbs Academic dea 
Sciences at Paris ; such a mode is, moreover, very consistent with rational princi- 

imons which we may 
drophobia a&cts eicluaively hi 

totally neglected. We venture aleo to auggeat that elec 
intense galvanism of a Voltaic pile, might be tried with ai 

since it would offer the most edacious means for revulsing me iDorDio process, ana 
perhaps the virua ilaelf, from the affected parts of the apin^ marrow, the nerves and 
their ganghons, to tbe placa of its original seat, and possibly, destroy there best chemi- 
cally (be hydrophobic matter. If even many of these trials fail, the profession sboald 
not act aa is common with many remedies newly recommended, and alter considering 
them as all-curing medicines Tor a short time, reject ihem loo soon ; bn( should con- 
tinue the eiperimenta in other places, under the. correct BUpposi(ion, thatwe know ■• 
yet but little about the functional and ay mpathetical conneiions of the nervoua aystem, 
particularly oftheimmenae variety ofits diseases, and that at tbe distance of only halfs 
yeomelrical line, or still less, an experiment might succeed when it had failed so near 
I his spot. — Our opposere, the hoQKSopathiats. might perhaps conclude from onr objec- 
tions made at the be^nning of this note, and from many other expressions in these 
pagesiwhere we confess our great regard to the amalleat quantities of a virus or of a re- 
medy, that we act with inconsistency or duplicity in being directly in favour of theii 
whimsical doses of drugs, though directly opposed to them. But every rational phy- 
•ician will be in favor ofsmall doses under particular circumatancea, and when tbey are 
within the bounds of reason ; so loo every one will admit that an inconsiderably tmaU 
power added to a large one may be the principal cause of an effect, but that this does 



not jnstify us in considering the small power as abjolaiely larger than 

— "; of a capacity of thoueanda of hogsheads may ov(""" ■" '- 

s imp^ that one drpp alone is safficient to fill it ! 



aeity of thousands of hogsheads may overflow by one drop only, but does 
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ikM the drug has becdtne diaoged into ttnoth^ substance, eince it is 
not proper Id bbj, that one-eighth of a grain of opinm acts more 
miitUy than a whole grain of it when taken at once, but only that its 
■specific action will be less, when compared with another similar sub- 
stance, for instance, with the extract of Henbane (Hyoscyamus ni- 
ger, L.) ; we can only say this acts more' mildly, though no phy- 
sician would doubt that a sufficiently large quantity of the latter 
will prove more injurious than a very small quautity of opium. 
Thus also nobody would say that the electric fluid acts on the hu- 
man body more mildly than light, because the former developed 
from a small piece of sealiag-was produces no etfect, but intense 
light destroys the sight : — such minute, though not subtle distinc- 
tions, materially affect the principles of practical medicine, and 
hence, in so important a science, we should leave no expression 'of 
that kiad without a clear conception, nor should vague productiona 
of the imagination be confounded with abstract ideas and the re^ 
suits of true experience, on which «ll medicine rests. 

If Hahnemann had offered the profession new and unknown 
drugs for definite diseases, and had stated that, according to repealed 
experiments instituted {jy him withtbegreatest accuracy, and even 
■nder the injunction that such drugs should not be given in larger 
doses than the billionth, or a similar fraction of a grain, and that 
the groin must be divided exactly in such or such a peculiar man- 
ner, dbc., no one could, with propriety, object a priwi, and the 
cerrectness of these statements Would depend upon fair trials. If 
they were proved to be correct, by repeated and careful experiatents^ 
then another question would arise, whether they could or could 
not he explained by acknowledged laws of nature. When, at a 
minute scrutiny, they are found to be totally at variance with eUch 
laws and with those of the human intellect, stilt no man of sound 
judgment would forthwith adopt one or more aupematural poweM 
or miracles as the causes of these phenomena, since he wonld 
he reminded, that at least ia this world, all natural phenomena 
depend on fixed lawa engrafted upon nature by the infinite wisdom 
of her eternal Creator, and that many phenomena, which appeared 
to our ancestors as supernatural, are now referred with mathemati- 
cal exactitude to definite laws, depending upon or intimately con- 
nected with the universal laws of nature ; be would accept with 
gratitude such discoveries, and confessing his ignorance of the na- 
tural cause, he would feet in duty bound to use them wherever 
it appeared to him necessary or salutary. But if we are told by 
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tlahnemann, (hat drugs, which have been need iaHy for centuries 
by thousands of truetworthy physiciaDs, and in different countries 
by grains, drachms and ounces, in powders, iufusions, decoctions, 
&c., not only un'/Aou^ any injury, and without observing on«of 
the many symptoms which Hahnemann and his followers pre- 
tend always to observe, but frequently with the most salutary 
effect ; if we are told that the same drugs have always proved de- 
trimental, if given in larger doses than the many thousaod-mil- 
liontb part of one grainy ever since Hahnemann has pursued a mode 
of treatment dilferent from thatw)iich he himself, for upwards of 
thiity years had followed on a muc/t larger scale than mo«t other 
practitioners; if furlher the same man tells us, that substances, 
daily used by ounces or pounds, by men and animals as itulia- 
penaable for their life and health, become transmuted into violent 
drugs, of which even the smallest imaginable fraction of one 
grain may produce great injury or benefit, and that such fractiona 
of one grain of a substance obtain this pon'er by certain processes^ 
hitherto also justly considered incapaUe of changing in the least 
the property belonging to any substance ;•> — then we have full cause 
t0 su-.ipect the grossest errors or premeditaled imposition, especially 
when all these statements come from a man like Samuel Hahne- 
mann, who has been guilty of the greatest charlatanism and in- 
tentional falsehoods* His trials with simple drugs on healthy 

■ The huloiy of man prcHnu □■ with many itutaocei, nbera great diaeoreries 
have biWD duregirded, ridiculed and even pereecnted, allhougb made bj truly glut 
men. who hare adranced their age for centutisa; the hiatarj of all sciencsi prove* 
that tenth, like tbe noble fruit, requires to be carefully cut tivaled and fostered, wfaereaa 
arroT, credulity and aupetttition, like rank weeds, ■ponlaueouslj and luiariantly 
■preajd over the fields. The same instructiTe source sadly teaches us, that man- 
kind generally weighed truth and falsehood, not according to their iutrinaic worth, 
but only to the majority of vote*, or the number of yearK which they have laated.qaito 
unmindfol, that as lead will oevet change into gold by the decision of any large majo- 
rity orbyanyJen^h of time, just so a fBlsehood will neier become Irhe. But, nerer- 
theleaa no scientibc tanaticiBni ever ventured ao fat, as to compare the grossest whim* 
and sbaurdilieB proclaimed to palpably by Hahnemann, with the ditcOTeiies and merits 
of a Gtliteo and Columbua. li wonid be lediooa to enlarge more on this aubjnct 
here, by further quoulion* from many places in Hahnemann's works, where be itatea 
that all drugs hitherto used in common dosrs, act absolutely as poisons and are baim- 
leM only ones in many hundred cases. Well educated, intelligent and hanest pro. 
feasionU men who rend bia works attentively, will find our stateinent confirmed; 
tnd any body can easily imagine bow such Bssertions must natuially appear lo men,- 
who, beude their study of practical medicine, have for many years daily used the same 
drugs in the largest doses with unquestionable benefit, both when diseased ibemselres 
and with their patients, and who have alio seen, in many caaes, the insufficicDcy and 
failures of the homnopathic treatment, and the injury which is frequently caused by 
the neglect of homceopalhisls. in not administering proper and timely aid. The man- 
her in which Hahnemann and his adherents endeayout to defend such failures is in- 
fleed exceedingly ridiculous and contemptible, aa die instances already quoted by ua 
UMTa will have BOffictently proved i bat, nevertkeless, the following is worth remari- 
bf : Hahnemann, io bis Materia Medka, Vol. III. p. 6, where be cbaUenges bia 
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p«tS0D3, though they are not of Ms ioventioii ahd have led hiiri to 
the moat superstitious and absurd coitdusions, may, nevertheless 
be interesting to the profession, if imparlialfy instituted in the sense 
suggested above, and deserve therefore to be continued even vi-ith 
many of such drugs as are condemned by htm. His maxim, simiha. 
simiUbus curanlur, and even his marvelous itch-doctrine, with all 
its gross absurdities and contradictions, might at least admit some 
conjectures, which do not differ so widely from other fanciful theo- 
ries and suggestions recorded in the history of medicine, though 
never expressed with such a total disregard of truth, with such 
unblushing self-conceit, such a contempt of all other experience 
and with such an unparalleled charlatanism in the promises of a 

never-failing medical omniscience and certainty of cure- but 

Hahnemann's assertions about the virtues developed from simple 
drugs by manipulations of his invention, and his statements of 
what has been observed only by kim and his followers, oblige us 

diieiplei and followen lo expose homceopalhis lo public contempl, bj placing before 
Ihe public all tbti parliculais legally confirmed, ifhii pretcriplima, though mimutlvob- 
tervtd, hadfaiitd, cunningly adds in ilalics, " ect havr j.lbo sil othsr skkedial 
" iKPLnsNCKs BKBoiaB FBOM THE PATiiNT." It Is Bvideiil thflt by this conditiort 
alone no failure whatever of a tomffiopalhist can posaibly be proved, bjqco, aa we have 
■e«D above, according to his doctrine, every thing may be considered as a remedial 
influence, if of one grain of common table salt should act so powerfully on the 

bDmanbody, cases may occur, that in which it is sufficient mere/y(o ihmW of a augat-i 
pellet, not larger than a hemp-seed, moistened with such a dilutioo ; or if, as wo haTO 
seen m Dr. Henng's Concise View, even parsley disdnclly belongs lo the class of 
impa-lani remedial agent*. What patient would be able conscienliously lo deny that 
he has noi been in contact with some table salt, or hsu not been eiposed to the influ- 
ence of some homceopathic remedial substnnce, as parsley, sulphur 7 &e. Another 
piece of conning advice of Hahnemaim to his followers is, as we have seen, that they 

deroui allopalhist, since this may frustrate all their eiertiooe. Now, who could 
comply with such conditions, and, if ho could, the infatuated bomteopathisC 
would not believe it, but would perauaile hia patient, that his memory was 
ImachorouB, and that, not long since, he must have taken a few grains of calomel* 
or that he must have recently smelled sulphur, belladonna, must have passed 
near Borao place where the thorn-apple or even roses grow, &c.— We know 
■omo very amusing instances in which, after tKese magicians could not succBod 
with all ttieir dewloped virtues, they insisted upon their subterfuge, that (he pa- 
tient must absolutely be under the influence of a remedial agent, which counteracted 
and frustrated their aiiolulely and unconditiomUy acting and neter-failing drug-vir- 
tues. In one sncb case, related to us by a respectable and trust-worthy physician, a. 
patient, who had been persuaded by the same half-witted German merchant mentioned 
above, to consult the hom<BO[)athic doctor for some chronic disease, became daily 
worse, and was at last confined lo his room. When ono day the doctor visited him 
ju»l as he was lighting bis cigar with a small match ; the doctor observing it, ex- 
claimed, with a serious face and with great pathos, " NoW I see why my exertions are 
" in vain ; my sospicions are now confirmed ; you are under the remedial influence of 
" sulphur, which must counteract all my best selected remedies ; this is unqueslion- 
" ably Ibe only reason why you do not recover !" The patient, already tired of all 
the " tnfies and niceties never heard of before, " applied to a common allopathist, who 
fcrtnnately eoon cared him, in spite of the continued remedial agency of the inlpbur 
on a match. 
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either to declare them groea falsehoo^ti, or to renounce aU truth 
hitherto acknowledged and even cooGniied by mathematical cal- 
culations, and believe implicitly in supernatural powers and miracles 
at the disposal of man. 

We see indeed no other chance, not merely with regard to 
medicine alone, but also generally to the laws of the human under- 
Btanding, and to those derived from all the minute researches of 
natural philosophy and the many sciences and arts connected with 
them. We can prove these, our aBsertions, from Dr. Hering's 
pamphlet, where we read, on page 14, " Medicines which had 
" undergone these operations no longer possessed those long conti- 
" nued effects of a prejudicial character, which we so frequently have 
" to witness from crude articles. Their operatioa is always rapid, 
*' of short continuance, and without danger, dtc Moreover, these 
"dilutions were thus extraordinary small in appearand only; 
" they were in fact operative by reason of the pure energy proper 
" to the medicine developed by art, and not by teason of the original 
" matter of it. Hence they could not be too small or too weak ; for 
^' it was shown in a manner not to be mistaken, that the proper 
^' medicinal virtue was by no means diminished in them, but, in 
** their lower grades it was at first unfolded and developed, and it 
^< was only by their continuation that it began again to decrease. 
" But as regards its capability of exciting the organization to ealu- 
^< tary action, there -was never any diminution, it was still witnessed, 
"even though the dilutions were continued, until they reached 
"some hund.ed^ in number. In the higher dilutions, however, it 
"was 80 modified as more quickly to excite the organization to 
" (^position, but the opposition continued for a short time." And 
"on pageSiO, " By means of these triturations and dUutions,soca.\led^ 
"it was the matterouXy which became so minutely divided, but it 
" was the energy, the virtue only which was thereby so astonlsh- 
"ingly unfolded, &c.'" and ibid, " when the process of Trituration 
"or Agitation was too long continued, the energy of the medicine 
"became too intensely raised," &c. And again on page ^8, "when 
"noreliefwhateverispossible,they do no injury." Though we have 
already determined what the proper meaning oilhelargesl or amdU- 
es/homceopathic doses must be, if there shall be any sense in them; 
we ask any impartial reader, of common sense, if after the repealed 
perusal of these quotations, he can comprehend this " potenzised^' 
!, and particularly if he can reconcile that one and the 
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fiame thiog decreases, and again becomes astonishingly imftdded, 
so that its energy proves to be too intensely raised, and that aU 
this being effected by one and the same process, the final result 
shall be a power, miick smaller than it was at the beginning of 
the processes, called only triturations and Bolutions ; what are they 
then else ? Are they not then avowedly witchcraft, chiromtincy, &c ? 
But it may be still more illustrating to quote here the master'a 
own remarkable expressions. Hahnemann begins the second 
volume of his treatise on Chronic Diseases with the following words, 
*' The changes which take place in all natural productions, espe- 
"cially in drugs, by constant triturations with a substance not 
" medicinal, or by shaking with a fluid not medicinal, are so in- 
" credibly great as to !*e ahnost miraculous, and it is gratifying 
" that the discovery of these wonderful changes belongs \o homceo- 
" pathia. The medicinal powers of these substances, as we have 
*' stated elsewhere, are not only developed by it in an unmeasurable 
" degree, but their chemical and physical conditions are bo changed, 
" that if their solubility in water or alcohol could never before be 
" perceived in their crude elementary state, they, after their peculiar 
" metamorphosis, become quite soluble in water or alcohol ; a 
" discovery which I first published to the world t" — We leave it to 
the fancy of any one to imagine what substance can be not medi- 
cinal, if all natural productions are capable of having a virtue 
developed from them. — Hahnemann continues to assert not only 
that by this manner, all substances, like flint, all metals, the pure 
as well as the sulphuretted and oxydated, become soluble in water 
or alcohol, but also that they remain unaltered for years in respect 
to all their singular properties thus acquired, and especially in 
their particular state, termed by him " potenzised." Thus for 
instance in speitking of pure phosphorus, he adds expressly, " I 
" do not mean its acid;" of course the contrary being the opinion of 
alt " over-refined chemists," who believe phosphorus easily oxyda- 
ted by, but not soluble in water; it cannot be his opinion. He says 
farther, loc. cit. " We shall find also in this, their enhanced and 
" almost glorified state, that nq neutralization whatever takes place. 
" The medical virtues of Natrum, Ammonia, Barytes, Lime and 
" Magnesia, will in this their highly poteuzised state, not perhaps 
" be neutralized when a dosQ is taken, as they do in their crude 
" state as bases, by a drop of vinegar ; their medicinal power is 
" neither to be altered nor annihilated. Nitric acid prepared and 
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" takeD iu'this maQDer for the use of booKBopathisU, id the proper 
" homoeopathic developemeat and dose, will not become changect 
« in its strong definite medical action, if Lime or Natrum be taken 
" afterwards, and therefore will not become neutralized." On page 
372, Vol. IV-t of the same work, on meoliuning the common in- 
offensive use of table salt, (Natrum muriaiicum or Sodte murias) 
one of his favorite antipsorics — probably on account of Pliny's 
statements, who mentions in his natural hUtory, lib. xxsiv. " sca- 

biem pecorum sal toUit." Hahnemann says, "and yet the 

"greatest medical virtues are concealed in iL Is it not therefore 
" evident, even to the most short-sighted, that the peculiar bomceo- 
" patbical preparations of medical substances reveal almost a new 
"world of powers, which have hitherto remained concealed in 
" nature ; thus by the transmutation of common table salt from 
" its crude and inaUive nature into a violent medicine, it is to be 
" given after this preparation, with the greatest precaution, to the 
" diseased person. What an incredible transmutation, and yet 
"how true! apparently a new creation! The pure table salt 
''carried io this manner to the decillionth developementof power," 

(lO** ^ "'^ ^"^ of the strongest antipsoHc medicines, as its annexed 
" peculiar effect on the healthy body," (895 symptoms of its drug- 
disease) " manifests, but cannot be given without injury to sick 
" persons suffering from itch, in more than one or two small sugar 
*' pellets moistened with a fluid impregnated with its decillionth 
" developed power. Bui individuals injured by allopathic slim u- 
" lanis, and those who are very much debilitated and very sensible, 
" will not bear even this small dose, and if this drug is then 
*' called for from homoeopathic reasons, they can only be permitted 
" to STtiell once of a sugar-pellet of the size of a hempseed, moist- 
"ened with that solution, as a dose suflicient to perpetuate its 
" effect from fifteen to twenty days." 

Now we candidly ask all unprejudiced men of common sense ; 
professional or unprofessional, if they have ever read more non- 
sense than is contained in these few quotations ? It is difficult 
to believe that this has been printed a thousand times, in a country 
distinguished for its high standing in literature, for its great philo- 
sophers and learned men ; and this in the midst of the nineteenth 
century ! On attentive reflection, it is still more difficult to beheve 
that men exist, who, professing to possess sound judgment and to 
he welt educated, and pretending that the life and health of theii 
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feUow-meo could be coufidently entrusted to iheir professioDal skill 
and care, would credit only for a moment euch hare-brained ab' 
surdities as purest truth and greatest wisdom, nay ! boldly aaseK, 
that by such productions, "anew era has dawned upon all the 
" oatural sciences ; a new period has dawned upon pathol<^, 
" as well as on all the certuo sciences, and ih^ its author is to be 
« regarded as one of the greatest medical geniusses of the age." 
(See Hering's Goocise View, page 4 and 24.) 

The greatest truth ever written by Samuel Hahnemann is bis 
own conclusion, which he artlessly draws from hii statements in 
regard lo the miracles, the glorified state, and the n«o world de- 
veloped by his manipulations from his drug-atoms. — He calls the 
monstrous children of his morbid fencyorecceatriccharlatajiismb; 
their right names ! Indeed, if to believe implicitly in the developed 
power coatafaed in a sugar-pellet not larger than a bempeeed, and 
moistened with the deciUitmth dilution of common table aaU, that 
i^ with the 

I J. 
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part of one grain, and even that this power is communicated to the 
surrounding atmosphere so as to be impatted to the human body by 
smelling, if thai, we say. does not imfJy supernatural powero, then 
all our conceptions of this and simitar eicpressions are wrong and 
have no meaning. The oonceitA of Eudiemons and Kakodnmona 
of llie oldest mythologies; the ibeurgy and demonol<^y of the meet 
superstitious heathens; the most liinciful religious notions of many 
Eiast Indians, their Dews, Amihadpana, Izeds, Fervers, dtc ; what 
are all these compared with Habncmaiin's virtues developed from 
one grain of a simple drug, " developed by art and not by reason of 
" theoriginal matter," (ConciM View, page 14.) developed adu^n^ 
turn at his pleasure wtlh different degrees of power from aU 
natural substances, by his homoeopaLhic numijmlationst — powers 
acting not only with volition, but with Ihe mast judicious medical 
reflection, since they either suspend their action, when it appears lo 
(hem better (o do so ; for instance, always aft«r their work is 
finished in healthy persons, or operate in diseased individuals far 
weeks, and never ir^re if they do no benefit, though all their 
operations are always absolute and unconditional, and therefore 
al^o omnipotent within the limits of human life, * so that if th«ir 
" doae was large enough, each living human organism must at 
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" any lime and all events become affected or ev«n infected by ibe 
"drug-disease."* 

■ See OtgMion, 4tli edilion, ^27 aad Maleiia Medica, Vol. 11., page SO. It i» 
worth remarking, thai hets Hahnomana saya, ■' i( ihe dos^ vtt large enough i" bat 
that in his Chronic Diseaaei, Vol. I, p. 309, and in othet places, he says, that hi> 
followers may give tliU imaiter doati than he adTiset, since it is impossible to select 
too small a dosB. — It may be conjectuied with some probability, that Hahneioann's 
doctrine of developed tirtues originated with him in the belief of a kind of demtmology, 
since on an attentive parueal of all hie woilia we ibatl find somo dislincl indication* 
of it, (see Organon, 4th edition, note to ^203 mentioned above, where he appears to 
beliflTe in vnitchcrafl.) Nearly the same conceits and expressions used by him, occur 
in the explanations of old authors about such supeiautions. Maciobias in hie 
Salnrnalia, lib. 1. cap. S8. quotes from the works of Posidoriius of Apamea, (a stoic 
phitosaphar and astrologer, who as is said was the teacher of Cicero,) entitled 
"«gt ll.guuv xeu SaifMiuv" the following etymological explanation of the term ds- 
monology, "quia ei sathetea substantia parta, alque'dinsB qualilas illis eat." Morui 
in mysteriis pietatis, p. 118, thinks that Che Greek nam?ofZ)<nnanaii>a> from "jtueiv" 
that is, " lo dividt," — the homcBopathic diviriotu in optima forma. Should the future 
confirm what some believe, viz. that Hahnemann has acted hoaestlj, at least in 
rsgard to his publications about homisapalbia and bis itch-doctiine, and has published 
only what he himself really believed to be true, we may account for his emgular pto- 
peneity to mysticism, magic, demuaology, &c., by his hereditary famity-dispositton, if 
we are not mistaken in presuming that he is a desceodanC from Joh. LudovicuB,Haii- 
1 famous theologTBt and physician of the 17th century, and professor of 



Urim et Thumim in mente bumana ; Circulum philosophite adepts „ . 

et comparationem mysteriomm Theo1ogi» cum lapidia philosophoram, arceno magis- 
(eiio; De aureis pomis ia vase argentes; Metbodus nova et accurala cognoEceodi 
aimpUcia vtgelaiilia ; the latter contains a new and accurate method of tecog- 
nising timple ptanit, and appears to be similar to our Samuel Hahnemann's fiial 
latin work on homceopalhia, " de Vitibus medicamenlorum poaitivis." As we have 
not Joh. Ludov. Hannemann's work last mentioned, but have only collected these 
literary notices from Joechsr's Gelebrten Lexicon, 1750, we leave it for others pos- 
sessing this literary curiosity to investigate the correctness of oar presumption, and 
also to ascertain whether or not, the same Joh. Ludv. Hannemann disputes with us 
the priority of our important proposal about the cheap bonucopathical white washing of 
uegrui as mentioned above, by bis treatises entitled " Uealbatio ^thiopis et Sctu- 
tinium nigrodims posterorum Cham live ^thiopum," These researches would ba 
highly important, not only in regard lu the literary pedigree of " one of the greatest 
medical geniussEB of our age," but also in a psychological respect. — Fortes creantur 
fbrtibus el boois, dec. 

To the difference in spelling both names none can object, who knows that this was 
rkOt unuBual in old times ; thus for instance the original name of the great reformer, 
Melanchtou, was a Greek translation from the German, Schwarzetd, (Blackearth) and 
that of his kinsman and his noble and gallant companion in the combat for truth, Johann 
Reucblio, was Capnio, (Smoksman.) Atan ige when only few were well educated, 
and few only knew how to write, it was vary easy for the nlobe accidentally changed 
into an h, and much more so, as in upper Siiony the short syllables are genetoLy 

Jronoonced long. This change may also have been the consequence of the death of 
oh. Lud. Hannemann's son, who had been killed in a duel in the year 1679, after he 
likewise bad published some mystical worka. for instance, De aulicorum et Martis 
liliorum arcanis; De medicorum divinilnte ; both quite in the style of our Samuel's 
medical omnipotence and his predilection for atcana ; it (nay be thai after this fatal 
event the family migrated from Holsatia to Upper Saxony, the natiVe country of 
Hahnemann, as we ^so liod in Adelung's supplement to Joecher's work, above 
mentioned, a poet born in Leipzig, who bad changed his family name Hannemann into 
Alectorander or Cockman, the Greek translation of the German Hahnemann.— It ia 
also very singular, that exactly a hundred years before Samuel Hahnemann published 
die first outline* of his doctrine, (1795) a Hannemann wrote a treatise " an Ike inhcri- 
lanre afUnaty," (see Misc. Acad. Nat. cur. Dec. 3, An. 3, 1696.) This treatise is 
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Any further discussion would be unnecessary and useless for those 
who implicitly believe in bom<Bopathia or Hahnemannism, even 
at the risk of being guilty of the grosaeet credulity and superstition, 
by trusting in such infinitely developed powers or miracles. Their 
dimmed reason will always dwell on facts, which appariMitly con- 
firm every chimera offered to their defective judgment and to their 
perverse imagination; utterly unmindful whether these accord with 
the first fundamental laws of the human understanding and with 
the acknowledged laws of nature or not, they will shun all closer 
investigation of which they are incapable, and will even attribute 
facts, which are opposed to their narrow conceits and superstitious 
credulity, rather to mistakes and to the ignorance of their opposers, 
to some unknown and unavoidable counteracting accidents, or to 
the only old truth, which even homceopathists modestly admit, that 
death is beyond the reach of all human power. "Ad quamcunque 
" disciplinam velut tempestale delati, ad earn, tamque ad saxum 
" adhserescunt." — Cicero. 

But there are undoubtedly among the adherents of Hahneman- 
niam many who are zealously anxious for truth, and, conscious of 
all the requisites of their arduous vocation, are willing to acquire 
them wherever ibeycan be attained ; knowing that many pheno- 
mena in nature, and especially in the life of organized bodies, cannot 
be explained by, oi referred to, universal laws on account of our li- 
mited means; and dissatisfied with the frequent changes of the so 
called systems of practical medicine, with the many contradictory 
statements in objects of daily occurrence, by physicians equally en- 
gaged in extensive practice in one and the same country, and even 
city &c., they believe themselves entitled or even forced to adopt the 
statements of homteopathia as facts, under the impression that the 
theoretical explanation of these facts, which are confirmed by tests, 
trustworthy in their eyes, might belong to those of similar extraor 
dinary phenomena in organized life, which are likewise not accor- 
dant to, or explainable by, the present state of natural philosophy 
knA physiology, and that homceopathia is at least not more unsafe 
than all other modes of medical practice. 

consideted very able and inlerssting, eapecially if we consider lhat> at thai time, such 
Bubjectg were' but little noticed; probably he wasconsciousof his hereditaiy disposition 
antl had merely deuiibed his own state during ilg lucid intervals ; so, too, we possess 
in the modera literature of Germany an inieresting treatise on inloHcation, written 
by a distinguished philosopher and author, wh" ■- "- -' ■ 

may, we are gratified in h**' '' "' 

for the minute biography of si 
h*Te basil entirely ignorant. 
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Thete are many suggestions in Hahnemann's works and in Irea- 
tises published in hi^ derence, which dazzle the eyes of many, who 
ttre easily prepossessed by superficial and sophistical reasoning and 
by the novelty of the homoiopathic doctrine, not aware, from their 
want of a close scrutiny, of its proper meaning, nor of the grossest 
superstition which it involves. We may justly hope that if such men 
become only more minutely acquainted with the extent and the 
tendency of the hornceopatbic doctrine, and if it be only clearly 
proved to them that Hahnemann did not use the expressions, " mi- 
" racies," " wonderful" " a glorified stale," " a nea a-eaHon," 
metaphorically or hyperbotically, but that his docuine admits no 
other explanations than those intimately connected with the said 
expressions, Ihey would investigate these objects closely, and 
nshatned of their superstition, they would examine more minutely 
all the conditions indispensable for facts, whenever truth is to be 
established by them; thus prepared, they would agree with us, 
either that the substance of this doctrine must be rejected and 
abandoned, or that life and health wilt be exposed more than ever 
to the worst consequences of the rudest, medical empiricism, result- 
ing )n addition from an implicit belief in the action of supernatural 
powerst raetely dependent upon the will of man, or on medical 
witchcraft. We feel therefore particularly Ixiuud to examine care- 
fully the most prominent assertions of Hahnemana in regard to 
his third maxim of homoaopathia ; which is, that it is impossible 
to give too small a dose of any drug, provided that it is selected 
according to hb maxim, similia similibus curantur, or to his itch- 
theory, and has been developed or potenzised by the proper mani- 
pulations. 

Ai long as Hahnemann candidly confessed, that in referring 
only to the truth of his experiments, he was unable or unwilling to 
explain them by any acknowledged law of nature, we could only 
examine whether we can place confidence in his statements, as 
being instituted with due precaution against palpable mistakes, 
though they always would lead to a rude empiricism. But if, un- 
able to depend positively on the acknowledged laws of nature, he 
refers only negatively to them, and asserts, tfaalbis maxim is founded 
on phenomena similar to others, which must be admitted, though 
they have hitherto remained unexplained, or have been supported 
only by untenable hypotheses : he then challenges his opposers to 
btftmine closely .wbetber this pretended negative similarity between 
hit established hypothesis and those of the other natural pbeni>- 
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dKDa meatioDed, be correct. Should it be found so, or should 
the operations of his virtues developed from drugs really belong to 
the same class with those phenomeDa, the true causes of which 
we must admit to be merely hypothetical, then we must farther 
examine, wbether they cannot be explained consistently with hu- 
man reason, or whether their belief involves implicit faith in su- 
pernatural powers, miracles, or witchcraft. 

We know only two classes of natural powers — the vital powers 
of all living organized bodies, and the universal physical powers. 
The former we divide again into psychical or menial, and dyna- 
mical or those which refer to physical life ; and the latter into me- 
chanical and chemical powers. There are, therefore, four distinct 
manifestations of powers to be compared. 

We leave ont of the question all psychical or mental powers, 
implying, as the least of their characteristics, volition, either in- 
stinctive or intellectual ; as we suppose that the candid homoepa- 
thisU are willing unconditionally to reject all supernatural powers, 
miracles, spirits, etc. to which the adoption of any psychical power, 
developed by homoeopathic manipulations, must unavoidably 
lead. 

Dynamical powers are only the attributes of oi^anized life, and 
cannot therefore be developed by man from substances destitnie 
of oi^anization and life, as earths, salts, metals, etc from which 
Hahnemann pretends to develope immense virtues or powers. — 
The nmilarity with the vital powers of the fanman body woald 
contradict, according to our numerous quotatitms from Hahne- 
mann's works, his explicit opinion about them ; siuce he repeat- 
edly assertst thai his developed drug-virtues operate far more 
powerfnlly than the human vital powers do. According to his 
repeated assertions, that his developed drug-virtues always act ab- 
solutely and unconditionally, they are indeed omnipotent within 
the limits of life, and by far paramount to the human vital powers, 
which operate, in bis opinion, " always in a miserable, automati- 
cal manner,'* and are capable only of extinguishing, in diseases, 
the remnants, always left to them by the surplus operations of his 
drug-virtnes. No dynamical power operates absolutely and do- 
conditiooally, not even that which acts most independendy, viz. 
progenitivcness in vegetable or in animal life. It must also not 
only appear extremely absnrd, that a dynamical power developed 
from any substance should act in the inoerie ratio of its weight. 
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but ibat suck a power should become developed from flint, char- 
coal, Golphur, etc. by sach processes as evidently beloDg to the 
most efiectua) ooes o( destroying all dynamical power, even in all 
bodies endowed with life. Common seose must consider tritura- 
tioD and solution as the best modes of destroying life, where it ex- 
ists, rather than of procreating it. Tbe bomceopathic drug-virtoes 
cannot therefore be compared with the dynamical powers of orga- 
nized living bodies. 

Neither Hahnemann nor his followers would admit the adoption 
of any mechanical power, though he bas explained (he direct and 
indirect treatment in this manner, as we have seen above, where 
we have objected to bis assertion, that in the indirect treatment tbe 
drugs must always operate obliquely. It would also be very sin- 
gular to imagine, that the developed drug-virtues operate by the 
same mechanical laws as those by which a lever, a wedge, a plane, 
or any similar tool, acts. Moreover, such little planes, wedges, 
etc. many thousand billions of which are contained in a body not 
larger tbui a hemp-seed, must make tbe whole lour of the circu- 
lation, before they reach the proper place where the imprisoned 
itch is to be freed from its long confinement, or before they can 
smooth the purpura miliaris, the little wart on the right cheek, 
etc. And this singular conception would also admit that these 
marvelloas deeds are to be performed by them, not merely as by 
comvum tools, but as if they acted at the same time as circurngpect 
and judicious mechanics ! — " Q.uae molitio, quae ferramenta, qui 
" vectes, quie roachina, qui ministri tanti operis fuerunt ?" — 
Cicero.* 

The profession has hitherto known of only three instances in 
which drugs, when given internally, are known to act by their 

* The sapposition thai the virtuee developed from drugs act mechanically, offeis a 
fBTourable opporlpnitj for demonBttaling, by an amnsiDg arithmetical calculation, (he 
huge extent of the nanaenee to which homieopathia leads. It is interesting in ho far 
BS we becoiDB, by it, more minutely acquainted with the admirable niceties of homos- 
opalhic doses, and particularly with the proportion really existing between an atom 
of their higher dduiions and the scarcely imaginable sniallefll magnitude of other bo- 
dies. Thus il is easy to prore, that die ratio between a limg-atom, contained in ths 
thirtieth dilution— which is, according to the latest precepts of Hahnemann, the heat 
to he used, if, as he ciplicitly recommends, his loUowets should not be willing to re- 
sort rather to sliU higher ones—and a mote or a particle of the finest dust perceptible 
in a sunbeam, is far greater than the ratio between the latter and the mass of our 
vkoU glahe ; and that therefore, all circumstances being equal, this globe could bv 
nunfd by a mote more eatiiy, than the mote itself by a homiEopatbic atom of the thii- 
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mechanical operatioD ; metallic mercury, given b^ many ounces, 
in ileus or iliac-passion, when arising from iulus-susceptioD of the 
intestines ; tin-filings, in cases of tape-worm ; and Dolichos pru- 
riens, (SUsolobiam, Pers.) recommended id cases of lumbrici and 
ascarides, and recently even in cases of Asiatic cholera : but their 
number would be as immense as that of natural substances, if ho- 
moeopathists admit the mecbauical operation of their developed 
drug-virtues. Thus the mechanical mode of the action of the ho- 
moeopathic drag-virtues is likewise put out of the question. 

All the hopes of bomoeopathists of assigning to their eudEemoos 
and spirits an honourable place among the powers of nature, hi- 
therto known, rest therefore on the tJietmeal powers. But in this 
also tbey must feel qnite disappointed ; because all experience 
teaches, that the chemical properties of any substance are newr 
changed by amf mechanical divmon, or by any dUu&on with, or 

> grain, and be peimitted to adopt that a sphere of one- inch diameter, ibrmetl of 
moles, is at least twice as heavy, or weighs one araiti ; partly because the motes are 
proved Co possess a considerably ateater gravity than the atmospheric air ; partly also 
because the proposition requiies the weight of one grain for a cubic sphere, and the 
whole ralculaticn becomes more simplified by it. Farther, knoning, by optical expe- 
riments, that the smallest body visible, without artificial, aid, cannot be lesa than the 
ons thousandth part of one inch, the diameter of a sphere of visible motes can iheie- 
fois not contain more than a thonsaud of them. The whole spbere of motes weigh- 
ing ona grain, and containing one thousand in diameter, will form a sphere which con- 
laina 533,600,000 motes. Let us increase this number with 476,600,000, under the 
impression that the motes are still lighter and nearer lo the weight of atmospheric ati, 
and also for the convenience of using the power of ten ; the sphere of motes will then 
eonlain 1,000,000,000, or lO' : the weight of one mote will of course be accordingly 
rri. The whole weight of opr globe is neariy equal to one with 36 zeros in pounds, 
or U) one with 89 leros in grains ; the thirtieth homceopalhie dilulion is equal to ■ 



the third is the resulting number, viz. ^t o : ..s ,„»: 10 oronomo(B,weigh- 

1 _1_ 

ing s of a gnin, and Iba thirlielh dilnlioD neighing ..esi would require as the third 



waight of a mole, givsa the following proportion : 10 : — ^ — • : 47 ; or 

1 1 

•IT is the third member of tbia proportion. This compared with "Tm as the same 

third member in the former proportion, gives a number too small in iu denominator by 

lO" or hy one with 13 zeros : just ten billions, which out globe would weigh mora 
in grains, (about one thousand millions in pounds) to be then in the some proportion 
to uiie mole, as (bis Is to one homceopathic atom of the thirtieth diluiion. — q. e. d. 
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o)^ toiuHon in, a duid not decomposing ihe substance. Tbe oxy- 
dation of mercury, or of some other metals, by a long trituration, 
and other changes produced in substances where caloric is simnl- 
taneously developed, depend on olber causes than on roecbaiiical 
division alone, and can have no influence in this case. It has long 
been known that gold, which, unlike most other metals, is not oiy- 
dated by bammeriug, or by otber means which considerably dimi- 
nish its cohesion, when contemporaneously exposed to the atmo»- 
pheric air, may be reduced by mechanical power to one millionth 
part of a geometrical line in thickness, and still it retains all itt 
characteristic properties so fully, that we have reason to think it 
might be made much thinner, withoal losing them in the least. 
Tbe homoeopathic maxim, " similia similibus cnrantur," is fur- 
ther opposed to all chemical processes ; since these are based 
upon die laws of affinity, resulting from divenitg: and wherever 
a chemical process operates, two or more coniraTia, but not timtUa, 
act upon one another ; and their cheimcal action upon each other 
OMgmeJitt with th«r increasing diversity. The opposite maxim, 
" contraria coutrariis curantur," though likewise opposed to ra- 
tional medicine, would therefore accord much better than the ho- 
moeopathic maxim with the chemical laws of nature, which pre- 
side over many, if not all vital actions, however essentially changed 
and modified they are by the latter. — The homceopathic tritura- 
dons are particularly contrary to the old and sdll acknowledged 
law established in chemistry, viz. corpora non agunt nisi fluida ; 
that IS, when two or more substances shall act chemically upon 
one another, one at least must be liquid, or must contain a fluid, 
in being crystaltsed, or a hydrate. 

On glancing at Hahnemann's explanation of his developed 
drug-virtnes, it is evident that he rejects their chemical opera- 
tions : for had he only asserted that the neutralizing chemical 
processes do not go on so unaltered in the living animal body *» 
they do in substances in the crucible, it would have been consist- 
ent with sound physiology, which does not acknowledge that the 
universal chemical laws act, in the living body, precisely in the 
same manner as in physical nature. But a principal objection to 
tbia part of the subject is his assertion, that the chemical proper 
ties of his developed drug-virtues are changed before tbe dmgB 
are taken. Thus he asserts, that earths, metals, sulphur, etc. etc. 
become toh^le in alcohol, by homceopathic manipulations; and 
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tliat substances not volaiile, as table-salt, silicia, etc. become so 
volatik, or etm^ evaporable, that by merely smelling of them 
once, lUe diseased state is curedi or changed at least for many 
weeks, ia spite of oW ejternal influences pf the atmosphwe, of food, 
drink, meatal impressions, etc. On the other hand, he considers 
hb duly pqieuiisec) drugs to be so far from volatile, however 
much they are so in the eyes of all chemists, that, in Ids opiniou, 
his lugar-pelJ^ts, moistened with highly potenzised drugs, may be 
preterved for years, without losing their properties. Thus he says 
that Phosphorus, after being homceopathicatlypotenzised, remains, 
withont the least precaution, unchanged for years; though every 
one acquainted only with the elements of chemistry, even of 
former ages, when this science was not yet so over-re6ned as 
it is in his eyes at present, knows, that Phosphorus is extremely 
volatile, end is protected with great difficulty from evaporating 
and oxydating, and that nothing promotes both more easily than 
trituration. Farther he alatei, that Baryta acquires the property 
of being unchanged by acids, (Chr. Dis. vol. ii. p. 33), and that 
the symptoms observed aAer the use of pure lin>e are the same aa 
those caused by acetate of lime, (ibid, p. 63). Acetic acid, which 
has so great a chemical influence on almost all substances, espe- 
cially on most earths, metals, etc. loses, in his opinion, its promi- 
nent influences upon such substances, after (heir virtues are homoBO^ 
pathically developed, even when not taken as medicines: so that this 
acid is used by him and his followers as an innocent or unmedicinal 
fluid, and as a mere menstruum.* This likewise contradicts alt 
experience, which teaches that acetic acid,parttcu)ar1y in its con- 
centrated state, even when externally applied, quickly destroys 
parts of the living animal body ; and if taken internally, acts 
as a violent poison : though, when sufficiently diluted, it becomes 

* Aa usual with HahDBmiuin, we Gail (bis asaertioD likewise canlradicled by him- 
(Hlr, in his Mater. Med. lul. i. p. 14. whertr h<; saya, thai; the poiaonous eSecta oFBel- 
tadoiina are mucK increatcd l>y ttie addilion of acetic wiJ. Tbie e*i(leDt(y pioTei, that, 
coiiiiiUriDg Bellailoana ia ittelfs powerful drug, he must value acetic ui-id al>a, as a 
very effer.tiud, aud not as au indiOerent une. Vinegar, and aimllar vej^etable acids, 
were alwaya conaidemd, bj the pbyairians of all schools, as the beai antidotes aguut 
>|] kinds of narcotic plants, and especially against Btrlladonna : of course Huhneiiiaiin 
must aaeett the contrary, even without any regard to his cumntilting the pussest in- 
coDsisteucy. There ia hardly to be found an author more careless in regard tu con. 
tiudictious and inconsistencies, even to those which ate quite uimpcrsaary and ehally 
avoidable. But he know* best wbat be can irffer to hia iuf:ituated diaciplcs and ad- 

h<: ijiiVKf «js 4blc nor iutenjud to wiite as a diyi^ili.^ lucdicjl uuiliur, since lii' cou»- 
iiienced the cai<ier uf a ijuack. . 
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vinegar, which injures only dyspeptic, hysteric persons, etc. In 
addition to all these facts, his developed drug-virtues are directly 
opposed to the known laws of chemistry, which do not admit an 
inverse ratio between the weight and power of a substance, but 
prove the contrary, especially according tothe acute researches of 
Berthollet, in his Statique Chimique, which are found, at least in 
that respect, correct. 

yVe have now to compare the action of Hahnemann's devdaped 
drug-virtues with the operation of those agents, termed imponde- 
roWia, which appear to be particularly attractive to him and his 
followers. — A man who searches for " great truths," by which he 
thinks to benefit mankind so much, might be excused for his gross 
ignorance of the modern discoveries in natural philosophy and che- 
mistry, and for not being aware, that the so termed impondera- 
bilia are now considered as the most powerful chemical agents 
which preside over all chemical processes, and that the greatest 
chemists of the present century have founded the whole system of 
chemistry upon the reciprocal electro-chemical relations of sub- 
stances considered as elementary ; thus the great chemist Berze- 
lius has constructed his chemical theory and classification upon 
the electro-chemical phenomena attending the mutual affinity of 
bodies, as bases and acids. Hahnemann, however, is so far behind, 
and BO ignorant of the progress of chemistry, as not even to know 
the difference between muriatic and chloric acid ; (see Mat. 
Med. Vol. V. second edition, 1€26, p. 98,) but, nevertheless, this 
brazen-faced charlatan, though a contemporary of Wentzel, La- 
voisier, Scbeele, Humphrey Davy, J. B. Richter, &c., ventures to 
assume a high standing as a chemist, and to ridicule and despise 
modem chemistry, as'he does all ancient and modern medicine! — 
Admitting that his drug-virtues must be considered as similar to the 
other imponderable agents, can he or any one else demonstrate by 
fads that caloric, light, electricity, magnetism, physical as well as 
animal, operate in an inverse ratio to their presumed weight and 
bulk, as his developed drug-virtues must do if they existed any where 
else but in his own morbid fency ? Do not all phenomena prove JimI 
the contrary 7 Should light operate in the inverse ratio of its quan- 
tity, all animals would see better in direct proportion to the darkness 
plants would best flourish in places precluded from the access 
bght, and fade away when exposed to the bright sun-shine, &c. 
Should caloric operate in the inverse raUo of its quantity, a sub- 
stance might bo ignited by a plain glass, or gtill better, by being 
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placed behind a concave one ; we should feel warmest in thft 
extreme cold of winter, and coldest in the heat of summer, 
&c. Electricity depends also on the direct ratio of its de- 
veloped quantity, otherwise a smaller surface of glass or rosin 
would be belter adapted to develope a large quantity of both 
electricities than a larger one ; none of the many experimenla 
with the eleclrometer, the electrical condenser, the Leyden vial, 
the elecLrophor, »Sic., could be satisfactorily explained. The 
same may be said of galvanism if it is to be considered as different 
from electricity ; the degree of its extensive or intensive powers 
depending, either on the largeness of the surface, or on the num- 
ber of the plates. In regard to magnetism, a smaller piece of the 
same magnet would also prove more powerful than a larger one, 
or at least from the smallest magnet the strength and extent of 
power could be developed ad infinitum ; Schweigger's multiplicator, 
Faraday's late interesting experiments in confirmation of Oerstedt's 
great discovery in producing electricity by magnetism, and many 
other experiments, which have advanced natural history and che- 
mistry during the present age more than many centuries did before, 
could not be explained, if electricity, galvanism and magnetism 
should be presumed to act, similar to the homoeopathically deve- 
loped drug-virtue, in the inverse ratio of weight and power. We 
suppose, that even animal magnetism, though yet Hitle known, 
appears to depend in a direct ratio upon bulk, for, if this were not 
the case, a person unpleasantly affected by the approach of a cat, 
would either feel so at any distance, or would have lost all sensi- 
tiveness of this kind in infancy, by unavoidable and continual 
habit. It would also be difficult to explain why generally, strong, 
stout and healthy persons best impart animal magnetism, and why 
sometimes they feel so exhausted by it, that instances are recorded, 
where healthy and vigorous magnetiseurs, have died suddenly, 
immediately after such an over-exertion ; though we do not be- 
lieve that animal magnetism will revive a person who has been 
for a long time asphyctic, as Hahnemann asserts in his Organon, 
4th ed. on 4 291- — In a manner, never before observed by any 
one, Hahnemann also minutely dislinguishe:., in the second 
volume of his Mat. Med., tlie different symptoms elicited in healthy 
persons by the north and south-pole of a magnet, and refers with 
peculiar emphasis and extraordinary sarcasm to the action of mag' 
netism generally. As if this agent was properly known by hira 
only, he asks, on p. ^13, among other bombast^ to edify hia 
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kIiooI of igtiornmUaeK, " Is nol ihe cc.inillionlli |Hii-t of a grain, (a 
" fhiction wilh 600 zeros as denominator), eiill infinitely loo heavy 
" for the imponderable part, for this kind of spirit, which has flown 
" from the magnetic stick into the living body ? and will you feel 
" so much struck with amazement, at the honiceopathic doses of 
" an efficient drug, amounting to one sixlillionth, one octiUionth, 
" or one decillionlh part of a grain, which are so immensely large) 
"when compared with the invisible magnetic power ?' — In a si- 
milar manner he says, on p. 293 of his Organon, {4th ed.) referring 
to all the stnpid allopathists, " l_.et mathematicians explain U) 
" them how true it is, that if a substance be divided into any nnm- 
" her of parts, its smallest particle will always contain something 
" of this substance, and therefore it can never become a nonentity ; 
" let them be told by natural philosophers, if they are susceptible 
" of instruction, that there are numerous powerful things (called 
" poleozes), which are totally without weight, as caloric, light, &c. 
" and are, therefore, always infinitely lighter than the contents of 
** a drug in its homceopathic dose ; let them estimate, if they can, 
" the weight of an angry word, by which a bilious fever is gene- 
" rated, or the weight of sad tidings from an only son, by which 
*' his mother is killed." 

Those who, from extravagant imagination, narrow reason or 
c^^ulous infatuation, cannot reflect with calmness, are exceedingly 
dazzled by this and similar esplanatioDB of Hahnemann, and in- 
stead of minutely analyzing such common-place instances and flat 
reasonings as they easily could, they become still more fascinated 
by the acuteness and depth of intellect, as well as by the immense 
wisdom and experience of their " great genius." 

Hahnemann generally uses a singular kind of paralogism 
or a false and deceitful conclusion, when he endeavours to 
appeal from his pretended facts to common sense. With but little 
attention every one will observe his mode of ratiocimUion to consist 
in this, that, because we cannot explain a certain phenomenon, 
therefore not only his statements of a phenomenon, which is either 
distantly or not at all similar to the former, must not only be cre- 
dited, but his explanation of it must likewise be true, be it ever so 
whimsical and foolish. la the case before us his singular course of 
reasoningisthis: because wecannotexactlyexplainiu what man- 
ner the magnet acts on the living organized body, therefore we must 
not only believe the salutary effect of his developed drug-viriims, 
but iilso that the manner and cause of their t^ration are similar 
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or identical with tboeeof themagoet, — that ie, aimilartoii u 
which Deitber he binself nor aoy other mortal being koowe. 
Another mode in which he ai^uee, is no less delusive and false, in 
being contrary to the true old maxim, " a posse ad esse oon valet 
" coneequentia," or " because a thing can exist, it doe» not follow 
" that it must exist." More cleanly explained, his ratiocination 
coQsista in this, that because the mere inteUectual ot subjective 
condition of the truth of an assertion, or of a deceitful experiment, 
might well answer negativelp for its real existence, or because 
a phenomenon might be imagined to depend on a cause, the adop- 
tion of which is nM opposed to the logical taws of the human un- 
derstanding (poesibilitas logical: therefore also the phenomenon 
it^f, and its dependence upon the imaginary and adopted cause, 
must also be positivelf/ true, may it be ever so much contradicted 
dther direetiy by daily ezperienct^ or indireetlphy an abstract of 
other fects, and may it therefore want all the condiliona on which 
the objective possibility rests, (possibilitas pheenomenon sivereaJia) 
Thus, for instance, because it is not absolutely contrary to the lo- 
gical laws of our uuderstanding to believe in mermaids, or centaurs, 
it would follow, according to such reaeoning, that we cannot doubt 
. the existenoe of such beings, whenever stmielhing happens which 
may be easily ezj^ned by them ; or in a near^ relation to the 
object before us : foecanse, it is not contrary (o the logical laws of 
the human uiwlerstanding, to believe in spirits which might pre- 
side as independent or delegated beings over all the phenomena of 
matter, wherever this is considered as united with an imponder- 
abile or with any thing else, therefore Hahnemann thinks himself 
fully justified in regarding bis developed drug-virtues also not only 
as impondeiabilia, but also as transmuted by his manipulations 
into spirits. 

F. Bacon says very correctly, " Kxperiments touching trans- 
" mission of spirits cuid the force of imagination, work most upon 
" weak minds and spirits; for instance, those of sick, superstitious 
" and fearful persons, <^iidren and young creatures." After the 
simplicity of the earliest ages had passed, when the mere dictates 
of sages or impostors could make persons believe every thing they 
imagiDed or hoped for, base impostors, or blind ignorant fanatics 
pursued ibis course, and by pretended facts substituted credulity 
and superstition for the true explanations of natural phenomena. 
By such means, demonology, magic, alchemy, witchcraft and 
similar kinds of deception were palmed upon all classes of peofde 
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for many ceDturies, either by meo, who deceived themselves from 
want of intelligent reflection or irom ignorance ; or by impoetore, 
who valued ^their low interests higher than the prosperity of their 
fellow-mea. lu cases where the public was not disposed to believe 
them iraphcitly, they had always some facte at their command, by 
which they endeavoured to show the causal similarity or identity 
of those facts and their wonderful statements, knowing that the 
public cannot generally investigate minutely the true connexion 
between similar phenomena and their widely different cauaea, nor 
ascertain that the deception in regard to the identity of (he causes 
of two or more similar phenomena, frequently arises merely from 
the contemporanetms ax.t\oa of the former. 

Yet the old Greek and Roman philosophers thought that matter 
can never be reduced to nothing : Anaxagoras, for instance, ac- 
knowledged very distinctly the infinite divisibility of matter, by 
bis ofMifU^uu. Lucretius says in many places the same, e. g. on 
lib. i. V. 249, 

" Hand igitnr'radit «d Nlbilnm re> alia ted omnes, 
'■ DiscMio redeant in corpora materUi." 

And F. Bacon saya exactly the same in hb Organon : " Nulla 
" videntia. nulla denique cetas aut diuturnitas temporis potest re- 
" digere aliquam vel minimam portionem materia in nihilum, 
" quin et sit aUquid et loci aliquid occupet." If every one must 
admit that any small quantity of a substance, soluble in water, 
alcohol, Sec. or miscible with other substances by Uituration in aiiy 
large and disproportionate quantity, will never become absolutely 
nothing, but always remain something, especially if the substances 
in question do not operate chemically upon each other ; does it 
follow therefrom that the effects of these eubstances on the human 
body, in any imaginable small quantity, must not only be per- 
ceptible, but still greater than when used In quantities many 
million times larger, because they have become transmuted into an 
imponderabile, different from any other one hitherto known, and 
therefore also from other fancied homcBopathic imponderabilia, 
developed in a similar manner from other simple drugs? The in- 
finite divisibility of matter is so intimately connected with our ab- 
stract ideas, that without its adoption, our conceptions in r^^rd to 
the existence of Imdies of all shapes and sizes appsar to be vague, 
and would force us to admit the still more unmeaning conception 
I of a vacuum, though the atomiatical theory of modern chemistry 
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esplains with much acuteneaa ibe ezi&teuce of primitive atoms. ' 
AdmittJDg, therefore, with Hstbnemana, that the smallest imagin- 
able fraction of a substance must always be something of it, hia 
other asBertion involves itself the grossest petitio principii, and gives 
rise to the simple question, why this, his proposition, should not be 
directly apphcable to the smallest particle itself, without any fur- 
ther developemcnt ; or by what reason or experiment can he prove 
that the'matter, which he himself declares iadestruclible, becomes 
nevertheless, by its developemenl, extinct as matter, and is trans- 
muted into a spirit, a thought, &c., in short, into sometbiag which 
is not matter? Hahnemann's adoption of spirits, into which all 
matter becomes changed, palpably contradicts not only his assertion 
about the continuance of matter, but the lattor offers the most too- 
clusive argument against the adoption of the former. Should his 
virtues developed from drugs be, as be pretonds, identical with 
the substances or agents hitherto known and called impondera- 
bilia, then he must either admit that the principal characteristic 
of matter, viz. absolute ponderability, has ceased to be its essential 
attribute, or that the same thing can be material and immaterial ; 
and also it would appear unnecessary to recommend the tiresome 
development of these imponderabilia from the different drugs ; as 
they are made ready at hand for us, and are unquestionably more 
free from all matter than if formed by repeated triturations, di- 
lutions, and shaking of drugs, d^c. — Since Professor Oerstedt's dis- 
covery of the identity of electricity and magnetism, we know of 
only three agents called imponderabilia, viz. light, caloric and elec- 
tricity. We should, therefore, have only to select from these three, 
one, or, (if we wished to use, contrary to Hahnemann's prescrip- 
tions, more than one at a time), two or three for the experiments 
on healthy and the cure of diseased persons, without resorting to 
one of the same imponderabilia, developed by a troublesome pro- 
cess from other substances. Could any sound conclusion be 
drawn from Hahnemann's contradict<^ assertions, we could be- 
lieve his meaning to be, that his .developed drug-virtues act simi- 
larly to one of the known imponderabilia, since he considers, (at 
the end of his Organon, and in his MaL Med. Vol. II.) physical as 
well as animal magnetism, as specific remedies, and highly recom- 
mends them as adjuvants to hb other drugs if they fail to ope- 
rate, notwithstanding their almost unconditional action, If Hahne- 
mann does not consider hb developed drug-virtues as operating 
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precisely like oue of the knowa impouderubiliti, but fu di&reut 
specific ones, simOar only, but in regard to their imponderability, 
not identical, then be baa not merely euriched tbe medical pro- 
fession with maay millions of new salutary powerci, but also ua- 
lural philosophy with as many impooderabilia as there are sub- 
stances, because, as wa have seen, drug-virtues may be developed 
Jrom ail natural substauces. — Indeed I it is strange that no phi- 
loaopber, in &c(, that no man, except Hahn«naaD, has hitherto dis- 
covered any one of this immense number of impOD*leral»lia. As 
every great agent of that kind has only an influence on the living 
body, in ao far as it corresponds more or less to its general operation 
m nature, it would be very singular if the bomoeopathic impon- 
deralulia alone, should act exclusively on the human body, and did 
not manifest their existence by some other natural phenomena. 
Tbe cooeideralions; that the knowledge of the laws of nature is now 
much advanced, the principles of natural science stmidified, since 
agents hitherto regarded as different, arenow proved to be iden- 
tical ; brther, that Hahnemann manufactures at once miUions 
of imponderable agents, which he is unable to explain, excepi 
but by a comparatively few, moel uncertain and delusive experi- 
ments on healthy and diseased pereoos, which are alto observed 
only by him and his adherents,— we say these consideration* 
alone should shake all confidence in bis doctxine in the eyes «f 
every impartial judge. 

If, as we might suppose from the paragraph quoted above, Hah- 
nemann distinctly considers his potenziaed drug as similar to a kind 
of idea, a thought, or a passion ; then we see no propriety in pre- 
scribing for patients, either imponderabiUa homa»pathicalIy de- 
veltqied from drugs, or thoae evolved by an electrical machine, a 
magnet, &c. aiace then a psychical treatment only would be suf- 
ficient ; thus in a bilious fever we could best succeed by pieecnb- 
ing a faomiBopathic dose of anger ; in dropsy, apojdexy, especially 
if arising from want of food or from other great distress, we could 
recommend only a homoeopathic dose of sorrow and affliction ; in 
erotomania, a homoeopathic dose of love ; and the itch, this very 
pandiemon of all chronic diseases, would likewise be best cured by 
some of those passions, which must be considered as the best ao- 
tipBorics, for the reasons above n>entioned. 

Those who become acquainted with homiBopaLhia and Hali- 
nemaonjdm by some of its votaries, arc quite inadvertent to tlie 
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tnagnitudeornumbere, with wliicli this doctiinc abounds, and are so 
much startled by its vague cooceplionB, that, buDsideriug itte im- 
inenee divisibility of matter, and the iulluence of the finest par- 
ticles of many substances upon our senses, tbey become satisfied 
by a summary decision in regard to the eimilar action of agents 
called imponderabilia, and also to those phenomena which depend 
on the great divisibility of matter itueif. 

We are far from referring all phenomena in universal nature, 
and much less in organized living bodies, to the acUon of palpaUe 
matter. We are also quite ignorant wherein any power really 
exists, and know only how lu distinguish generally in the living 
body, that which excites its reaction, ftoni the leaciiun itself. All 
vital reaction is termed dynamical, in order to ditntinguish it from 
the physical and chemical powers, though they always appear, if 
not (o depend upon, at least to be connected with, and modified by 
matter, whidi must be considered us their common bearer, since 
all the physical and chemical powers of nature reside in matter. 

This intimate connexion between power and matter frustrated 
the deepest and acutest metaphysical researclies of the greatest 
philosophers, and will never be satisfactorily explained by any 
mortal being, because all matter appears to our external senses as 
finite, while infinity is the ideal abstract of puwei. and we cannot 
imagine that any power can cease lo act otherwise than by another 
counteracting one, where of course the seeming passivity consists 
likewise in acaunteruciion. Matter and power, or the substattce tmd 
the accident of metaphysicians, appear therefore lo us widely difler- 
«n(, and in our finite existence we are nioie able indistinclly to 
imagine, ^tan dearly to conceive, how one can rcsuU frofii, or be 
comluned with the other. Our notion of the infinite is, when 
properly analyzed, only negative, or opposite to finite ; and we 
should think, that if we could ever acijuire uu exact positive and 
minute insight into the infinite, the impenetrable mystery with 
which Providence has veiled from us the existence of all things 
and of ourselves would disappear.* It may be therefore only par- 

* Tbe fact thai man cui imagine and biIII more curnprahend, at teas! nuUrecllir, 
wbu inlinity U, and can use formuls of iufiaile magiiiludei for minule sod correct 
calculations, aiij prove thai the human mind oi whaloTer Dame we might give lo tb» 

consialent lo think, that an infinite property can depend upon a fiuile Bubilaiice. We 
cannot jiuraue an^ farther these researchee, which embrace the mast sublile anti- 
Ihsses of the human mind ; bul in opposition to Hahnemann'^ frantic opinion about 
the infinite poi»«t in his driiga and the limited powi-rs of the vital funclions, the prin- 
ciple of life itself appear* to the pbilotopber InBuile in all organited bodiea ; and to 

28 
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donable in meo like Hahnemann and his f<JlowerB, to uee the 
expreseions of iofinite in a poaitive sense, when tbey wish to ex- 
plain the great divisibility of matter. If for instance, one grain of 
musk fills a lai^e ball, so aa to be recognized by our sense of smell 
in every point of that hall, without loeing any perceptible part of its 
weight after monlhi or years ; what else does this prove, tbaa the 
great divisibility of this substance, and that the sphere of perception 
of our olfactory nerves is greater than that of our optic and other 
nerves ? Does it follow therefrom, that the matter of musk becomes 
transmuted into an infinite spirit, or must be considered as a more 
powerful drug than a hundred others not so spontaneously divisiUe 
and volatile, much more than opium, ai-senic, dec. Does it 
follow therefrom, that wherever musk is applicable as a remedy, 
we must abstain from giving it in the usual allopathic doseof from 
two to twenty grains, but that it would be sufficient to let the 
patient enter every four or six weeks a Urge hall, and breathe for 
a moment its atmosphere, pregnant with the self-developed virtue of 
one grain 1 Perhaps bomcBopathists will consider this useless, be- 
cause miserable nature only, and not their duly consecrated hands 
have developed the infinite virtue of mttsk !* The thick fibres of 



preside in the eame minner ovct tbs life of the Urgeal nhale u otbt the inruioiT 
iiuect ; in a Laplice, Cuviei uid Kuit, as well as id the greateat idiol i the eaaeuce 

appears to be the sams, but its tnauifestatioD in ever; iadiTidiial depends upoa the 
indiTidual organ iiation, — may this manifeBtation consist only in automatically obaeTT- 
ing eitemai objects or in the self-conaciousneas of a higher origin and dealinalion. 
To think any power developed by man from unorganized dead sobstancBB, fqual or 
even paramauiit lo the vital powers, is tberefoie the greatest mndnesa which can be 
imagined. — " Pour ne pai tombtr dam bb< nrmr grBoe, ne perdoiu pat de mie, que 
Diat, itrt iRjini, tt maniftile i noui itre finii, par le fini. Datu cette ttumifetlaliin, 
il e>l ttTtIi par dtanai el par tmu, auiri bien un que multiple. Diat eat tout, tnau 
nmn aoDM notrt exiitencc propre. Ce n'eitqu'i la condition de tentrconple a lafoUde 
I'anite el de la mtdlipticiti, que none pouvone coscilier Ui inierele genhanx atet 
lee interete parttculiere, la moraU publique atcclamaralepmietc'eml par liaetdemeM 
{Me ntnie eerorn paTfailemenI reiigieax." — (St. Simon.) 

* Hahnemann in hia Materia Msdica (Vol I. page 316} prescribes only the deeit- 
lionth dilution of musk, and recommends it especially against hypochondria. It is 
difficult to combins this his advice with another remark on the same page, alludiag 
lo a very nucomfortable after-operation of muak, which would not well suit the people 
of '• E^pt, the land of monstBra:" and of all other conntiies where seraglios are 
kept. On account of this very vrejudidai after-operation of muik, it might be ad- 
viaable for authors on Materia Hedica to expunge this article from the appiratas 
Dwdicaminum, and for the druggists not to speculate in it ; aince, besides that one 
bag of musk will be sufficient for all Europe sjid America for centuries, the use of 
■nnsk will he proscribed in all the oriental countries, as soon as the " great truth with 
all its blessings" is kuowa there. We might suppose with propriety, that all the 
goTenLnenta which have particnlu reaeoa to promote the rapid increase af popula- 
tion, and wpecially the governments of North and South America, will soon prohibit 
the impertatioD of such a dealruetive article. — In this mumer we evidently see the 
traecharcter ofthis " gigantic work," aince the most tyrannical and the most tepub- 
liqM^TenuDents are wike highly inleiested inattentively litlettingtoandaptdyingthe 
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a small piece of meat are divisible into those which are po smsR am 
(o be imperceptible by the beat microscope ; does it follow from this, 
that the decoction of such a microscopic fibre will afford the patient 
as much, or even more nourishment, after a homoeopalhic mani- 
pulation of this " natural aubetance," than a strong brah, made 
allopathically from some pounda of meat, because a nutritious im- 
ponderable virtue or spirit has been developed by the homoeopathic 
division ? 

Weare by no means justified in aaaertiag the absolute imponder- 
ofrt/i/yoflbe BO called imponderabilia. Light is curved and reflected 
by certain bodies under certain angles, and under other circnm- 
atances. Caloric distends bodies, if imparted to them in a larger 
quantity than their specific capacity for it can sustain. Electricity 
acts by ite transiUon from one body to another, and by its distribu- 
tion over the surfnce of bodies, in many respects like other ponder- 
able fluids. These fact^, among many others, prove therefore, that 
the imponderabilia, as they are termed, fill up a certain space, 
which they relinquish by force, that their motion from one place 
to another requires a certain time, and that they must therefore be 
considered at least as dependent on, or cotmected with matler, per- 
haps with more propriety as matter ittJelf Probably they are all 
ponderable, though by their nature, either the general laws of 
gravity are altered and modified by the bodies on which they act, 
particularly because their action is prominently a chemical one, (in 
which generally the laws of gravity, as all theother mechanical 
laws of nature, are more or leas auspended ;) or our scales are, and 
probably ever will be too imperfect to weigh them/ 

"great tiiilh." — The o1<] ptiiiosopfaei, to whom (be atler-operBtion of milak asnllnded 
to, might have become by the while LatllfTerenC, 

" Nee tenet, oronia pBullatim tnbeicere el ire 
" Ad Bcopulum, ^atio letalU defesw veluelo.'' — Lurr. 
will pardon us, when we think it a little overliasty to recommend it against hypochon- 
dria; wDce.honeTer beneficial its first-operatioD may be for such unfortunate persona, 
we are eiceedingly aniiaua conceraing ita sfter-opeialion, as we are taught by bim 
and Dr. Hering, (on page 14, CoTiciae View,) that " medicines do not become salutary 
"hjr theirdirect eliecta,"&c.; "but they are falalaty by reason of their afier-opera- 
"tion." Inlhiacaae haai<9opathiBlB will have some particular difficulty tomake both 
ends meet, viz: the aalaury after-operation and the promotion of "domestic felicity," 
both BO iiisepatable from all the other hie saings of iioniceopfllhia{«ee ConciBe View, 
page 39.) 

* The best Bcalea ever made ale those of the celebrateci Forlin at Paris, being witli 
a weight of four pounds, sensible to the fiftieth part of a stain, which is equal lo 
TlWsiri °^^*'^ weight, and those of Florenz at Vienna, witha weight efii poonda, 
are seoaible to _,^i^^ of the Bame, According lo our calculations made above, 
the absolute weight of a Bphare containing many thousands of motes, would howeTcr 
not be determinable by these and much liner scales, and this sphere would seemingly 
appear lo ue imponderaMe, Ihongh nobody will deny that a mote, obeying tbe laws of 
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On dmer reflection, every person of common sense will consider 
Hahnemann's expression, " let a siibslnnce be divided into any 
"number or parts, its smallest imaginable part will still contain 
"something of this snbRtaoce, and can therefore never become a 
nonentity," as nothing else than what every one knows, viz. that 
h pound of a substance consists of so many ounces, .drachms, grains, 
and as many smallest fractions of a grain, as we are pleased lo 
imagine; or also that every power must be considered as a com- 
pound of as many small momenta, as we are willing lo make by 
a division which can be likewise continued ad infinitum. We 
know by experience, that this expression and similar common- 
place explanations of flahnemann are considered by bis followers 
as the greatest wisdom ever uttered by a philosopher, and that 
principally for these reasons, considered by them incontrovertible 
proo& of his doctrine, they cannot be made sensible of the absur- 
dity, contained in his advice to prescribe only the smallest doeea 
of homoeopiithic drugs. We see that this third maxim of hoinoeo- 
palhia is yet in itself much more absurd than the two former ; the 
greatest nonsense contained in it is, however, that the single part of 

gnlit; bj it* jailing to the ground in a calm, is apanderable maLtei, and would weigh 
opwardi uf a Itiouaand millioDth part of one prain, if we were ponened of such ilMi- 
ctt« kiIbi. — It would almost ^penr thai Hahnninann baa already invented much 
filler scale! for his chiromaatical eipeiiments; it is howsiec very Bingular and i«B part 
of the hiith wisdom, only intelligible to tiomiBopBthists, that, as we have seen him value 
tZActb/ (he weight of tbe fluid which passes from the magoet, " Bt me cttiiilliimlh pari 
of a ^a>n"— a trifle only equal lo one diTided by one with tit kundrtd zeros,— he, 
with this minute knowledge of the rto/ien^'A' of ihe magnetic matter, neieiUieleGS 
asieits it lo be imponderable. We wi^ that Dr. Hering, or anolher iDlimale dis- 
ciple of Hahnemann, would be pleased to soWe also this great enigma, bow anything 
can be weighed up to one centillioath part of one gnun. ai^ yet be imponderable? and 
to enrich the world with the construction of such marvelous scales, the great ad vantages 
of which are so obiious. Tbe opinion, that a rasgnetic fluid passes from the magnet 
to tbe steel, and imparts the magnetic fluid lo the latter, ia erroneous; though ofteD 
en^halically expressed bj homixopathtsts in support of their doctrine. The two 
opposite magoetic powers or fluids are already alumbering in the ateel, previous to its 
coming in anj letation to the msgnet, and this eqndibrium of the Iwe fluids beiiu 
disturbed by (he approach of one pole of a magnet to the smallest point of the slee^ 
eilends quickly to tbe whole mass of the latter in such a manner, that in its smallest 
■ectioQs, the homogeneous fluid is repelled and the heterogeneous fluid attracted, until 
by these mutual attractions and repulsions, both ends of the steel show respectively the 
north and the south poles ; resembling in that respect tbe electricity of the largest 
conductor, in which ftom tbe beginning of the deielo|%ment by the machine, plus 
electricity immediately collects at one end, and minus eleclrieilj at the other. This 
explanation of magnetism communicated to a piece of steel, ia corroborated by the 
facts, that the steel which, when in connexion with the magnet, shows all the proper- 
ties of the Isller, loses again theae peculiarities immediately on beine disengaged 
from the magnet; farther, that the steel maybe magnetized srithonttheatd.ora magnet, 
b; being hammered, tamed, eipoaed to the violet ligbt of tile sunbeams, by being 
heated red hot and suddenly cooled in cold water, in a perpendicnlar direction, &c. 
Magnetism is therefore in every respect not a suitable subject for homcBOfathists to 
aiplain the operations of their drug-virlues, and they, in reforming medicme, heller 
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a whole i^ greater than the wbole itself, aud that, notwiihslanding, 
the infioite nature of the drug- virtues begins to become developed 
at the eighteenth dilution, and reaches its beneficial degree gener- 
ally at the thirtieth ; though according to his last suggestion, (see 
ChroB. Diseases, Vol. 1., p^e 309,) much higher dilutions should 
be used, asno dilution whatever can be considered too small; a direc- 
tion which slit) more demonstrates that he thinks the smalleet part 
of any thing is not merely something, but more than its larger part. 
It must also be difficult for any man of common sense to conceive, 
how an infinite being can ever arise from a finite one, and much 
less that an infinite being should be finite only on one side ; — which 
would be the grossest contradictio in adjecto, provided this great 
philosopher would not assert, that his potenzised or developed drug- 
virtues are to be considered similar to the two branches of a parabole 
or the four branches of an hyperbole with their asymptotes — which, 
according to the doctrine of conic sections, are finite on one and 
infinite on the other side. 

Bven all these extravagant foncies admitted ; what reason can 
Hahnemann assign for still continuing to recommend for some 
of his drugs, the third, sixth, &c. dilution, all of which are so 
many billion times inferior to the eighteenth, at which point he 
asserts all homtEopathic virtues begin to be developed? The 
experiment has not yet been made to our knowledge, and Hahne- 
mann wisely says nothing about it; but we would seriously ask him 
and his followers, whether, if all the remnants of the homceopathic 
dilutions of arsenic, sulphur, calcarea, &c,, from the eighteenth up 
to the thirtieth degree of development should be collected, they 
verily believe, that these, together with the dilutions made pre- 
viously to the eighteenth, would not contain the original grain? 
or if he himself, Dr. Hering, or any one of his faithful adherents, 
would confidently swallow the remnants of different homceopathic 
developments, for instance of arsenic, under the impression that 
the arsenic has become transmuted into an infinite spirit, an infinite 
being, an imponderable, (fee, which " no longer possess those long 
"continued effects of a prejudicial character, which we have so 
" frequently to witness from the crude articles." — (See Dr. Hering'a 
Concise View, page 14.) We believe that chemical analysis will 
certainly find in a sufficient quantity of such remnants, the sub- 
stance from which the homcBopathic virtue was developed ; but 
then we may justly ask, by what kind of a new miracle theee 
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virtues, apirics, injmite beings, imponderablee, ihoughu or paeaioiiB, 
have been transmuted back again, and pei synthefflD into the 
substantial ^ni/e grains of arsenic, sulpbur, &c. 

It is indeed very ridiculous for Hahnemann to refer to the exacti- 
tude of mathematicians, as we have seen above. If be had ever 
possessed the slightest conception of the elements of this science, 
which be recommends to bia followers as the best means for close 
thioking, he would have known the proper meaning of mathe- 
matical infinity in irrational numbers, in Lhe series of converging 
fractions, Sec.; he would have been aware, that in every problem 
into which such infinite magnitudes enter, or from which a ratio 
of the finite to the infinite part results, the mathematician can 
take so much of tlie latter as the minute exactness of the problem 
and its solution require, leaving the remaining infinite part un- 
noticed as nullity, or as a magnitude which has absolutely dis^ 
peared, in respect to the finite magnitude required for the object in 
view. Every well educated pupil of a good classic school, knows 
that the ratio of the diameter to the circumference of a circle, or 
that any even root of numbers not divisible by four, is irrational ; 
but still the square contents of the surface of a circle or the cubic 
contents of a sphere, if ever so large or small, may be calculated 
with the greatest requisite exactness, though the infinite part of 
the ratio is neglected as a nullity. The astronomer loses relatively 
nothing by disregarding the infinite part of magnitudes, after he 
has used them according to the rules of the difierential and integral 
calculus, by which he is tiven taught to consider them at least as 
disappearing; but he uses frequently the signs for the infinitely large 
and the infinitely small with the same facility as he uses all signs 
of finite magnitudes; bis solution of a problem, generally embracing, 
what people not enlightened by homoeopathia, formet ly used to call 
immense magniiudes, proves so perfectly correct, that he can cal- 
culate the heavenly phenomena for centuries to come, as well as 
for the next hour. If mathematicians and astronomers had always 
thought it necessary to pursue another way, agreeable to Hahne- 
mann's whimtiical su^estions, that the most infinite part must 
always be minutely noticed ; all ages which have past, and all 
those which are tocome, would be insufficient to solve one problem; 
not one of the immense multitude of interesting and indispensable 
calculations could ever have been finbbed, and natural philo- 
sophy, aAroQomy, &c., vouh) have remained, and still remain in 
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ihar iofancy. No aslrooomer baa, to our knowledge, aa yet been 
obliged minutdy to consider a ratio between one and the 120ih 
power of ten, used by Ilahnemann in his 6<hh developed power of 
the Thuya occidentalis, or the tree of life. (See Materia Medica, Vol. 
v., page 123.) — Indeed, if a Hahnemann can claim with propriety, 
much greater exactitude for his infallible method of curing all 
diseasee than mathematicians and even astronomers aim at ; (hen 
his remarkable declaration, " every one must admit (bat the heal- 
ing art has not existed before me" (preface, 4th edition of the Or- 
ganon,) is likewise correct. 

From the immense quantity of hare-brained nonsense which 
distinguishes this " new art of healing," much of which our 
limits oblige ue to omit, we must notice the following assertion 
contained in Hahoemaun's works, (see his Treatise on Chronic 
Diseases, Organon, &c.,) and also in Dr. Hering's Concise View, 
The latter says, in accordance with Hahoemaim's assertion, oq 
page SO, " The preparations ought not therefore to be transmitted 
" from place to place in a fluid state, because their energy Is liable 
" to be excessively increased by the long continued, though moderate 
'^ agitation, which they thus undergo." 

A man who asserted, that mere mecAan tea/ division candevelope 
from ail natural substances, a power bordering on miracles, couid 
not complete his vast nonsense better, than by referring to other 
phenomena, which also nobody but himself and his in&tuated 
adherents pretend to have observed, and which, if most distantly 
confirmed, would produce far greater and more extensive changes 
in all the relations of human society than any discovery, not 
excepting even the art of printing and the discovery of Columbus. 
It is obvious that no science, no art, no occupation or situation of 
private or social life, from the most peacfifid to the most warlike, 
would remain unchanged and unbeneflted to the highest degree, 
if this statement of the "great benefactor of mankind" were true. 
Volumes filled only with the description of all the changes and 
blessings, arising from this discovery, would be insufficient to 
exhaust the subject. What a benefit for travellers, since they 
would require only to provide themselves, at the commencement of 
their long journey, with a botlle of good madeira, which is certainly 
a natural production, and a medicinal fluid too, (Organon p. 73) 
from which they can have every day a few glasses; iftbey are care- 
ful to supply the bottle with pure water; — nay ! the madeira will. 
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by the " i^tatioa" caused io ridiog, ^. probably become' cbaoged 
inlo a much oobler and milder sort of wine, perhape into old hock, 
champaign, or lacrymie chrisli ; since, according to homosopathia, 
" medicines which had undergone these operatione, no lonf^r pos- 
" sessed thoee long continued effects of a prejudicial character, 
" which we BO frequently have to witness from the crude articles, 
" (see Dr. Uering, I. c. p. 14) and (on p. 20), it was the energy, 
" the virtue only which was thereby so astonishingly unfolded.'" 

* HoDUEtqiUluBta will coTuider Iheia deductiana, rrom Hahneminu'i MaeitJoiw, u 
minepTeHaUtions, since he sBfii eiprewlT, (Organon, p. 899) thai Ihe actiom of wipe 
sod alcohol are diminiBhed bj aufficienc ^itutionB ; but, if we remember his BOgges- 
tioDB quoted sboie, about the uBe of wine u a poweTful remedj in ioflammalorr dia- 
eues, and reflect with impartiality oa hit doctrine about the devolopinent of iirtue* 
fram all natural aubatancea, the reader will find our deductiooa not to be far-fetched. 
Since theae remarlcB were written, we have read the " Letter to the ph]r8icianB of 
" France, (in homcBopathia, by Count dea Guidi, H. D., translated from the French 
" b; Dr. William Channing, New- York, 1834." Similar to al! those works on ho- 
mosopathia, which are inoBlly composed by Counts, Barons, Cheraliera d'induatrie, 
•od similar personages, this is alao one of the flatteal literary prodnctioDS we have 
eier seen from an obscure man, and, even up to the modeat companHni of Hahne- 
mann with Galileo and Columbus, almOBt a lac simile of Dr. Hering's Concise View. 
We confess, that we never heard before that such a man exiated, though we can boast 
of Bome knowledge of modern foreign literature, and we were indeed not more fortu- 
nate in our inquiries of other medical men. We ^ould think also that the lealoos 
tmnalator, who was not only anxious to make his countrymen minutely acquainted 
with all the titles, digniliea and functions of his author, bat also, in his motto, invoked 
the " heaiens" for his admired new bealing art, would have, al leaat, mentioned the 
other medical works which haTeenunalodlrom the pen of Monsieur 1e Doctour Count 
dea Guidi. if such exists, or la have proved hia high atanding in the profession by 
facta. But the able translator appears to have been so much enchanted with the 
aeutenesB and consiBtency displayed in thialetler, that, excepting a few pathetic intro- 
ductory lines, he abstained from all remarka. The conclusions, which we have dravm 
above, in regard to the virtues deceloped from nourishment, are also confirmed by 
Ihia author, who became enraptured with this new medical doclrine, because his wife 
was cured by it; he does not Bay exactly of what disease. He teaches us, on page IB, 
that wine or coSee, diluted ailh tnaler or mi/jl, jliniuJafsj obA inloziaUct more eaaily 
and eltiiDBly, than if taken unmixed. To prove Ihese experiments obaerred by him. he 
emphatic^ly exclBims, on page 20 : " Life ! how Utile matter it aometimes demands 
•' for ita reBUBcitalion, even in Ibnt function which is moat strictly and servilely bonnd 
" to matter. Nutrition 1 See that man sinking with weariness and hunger; repose 
" and abundant aliment are indLBpensable, fully to restore hia exhausted forces and to 
" repair bis withered and impoverished organs ; and yel a single mouthfnl of bread, a 
" piece of sugar, a spoonful of wine, a mere alimentary atom, when compared with 
" the wants of hia case, will forthwith revive, and for Bome hours sustain those failing 
"masses, inspiring with a breath of vigour that vast machine shattered and falling 
" into ri'ins." Then this Monsieur le Count Docteur, and hia able translator, con- 
sider a mouthful of bread to be a homteopatbic dose ! If so, the loaf to which it be- 
longed would cover, at least, all Europe. Could any infereuce he drawn from his 
remark, except the common experience, that if a tamp is ataut to be cilinguiBhed 
from want of oil, it will be revived for a short time by a few drops of it! He adds 
alsOt on page 16, in support of honuBopathia. a c^uotalion from Dr. St. Marie, Aho ap- 
peared 10 have some notions of homteopathia, vrilhout knowing any thing of Hjihne- 
mann and hia doctrine, and who found it so striking that, " CuUen had aheady re- 
" marked, that calves were better nourished and more easily fatted, when iIie milk 
" with which they were fed, was diluted with nnequal quantity of water, thin whriv 
" given to them without dilution." la that an argument for the correctness of homceo- 

e and asiimilativo 
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Farther, there would be oo danger of famine in countries p 
iog merely the slightest nutritioue substance, and good water oc , 
sugar of milk, eince a small quantity of spirituous drink, by its 
immMisely developed virtue, might take the place, for some Um«^ 
of substantial food. We have reason to hope also, that this va~ 
luable discovery will soon be completed by the art <rf " poteDzk' 
" ing" from a few grains of wheat, com or rice, or a few crumba 
of stale bread, nourishing virtues sufficient for millions of men.* 

pawera 1 does he not know that all Uriiw oiguiiied beings ua noaiiihed, not bj tho 
iDgests, but bj the digeala, ana that we ehall find the old proTetb, " onine nUDnimter-' 
titur in CBatranum," coufirnied beia bIbo. Are the eipreBsiatiB, to be healtby and bit, 
■ynonjrmoUB T Is he bo lEaotant of physiology as not to know, that all ealMtiiices, 
which retard the lirely circulation of the blood, and which weaken to k certain deBTre 
the constitution of animals, may faTour obeBit;, which is therefore already conuder^^ 
Celins AurelianiiB aB a morbid symptom, and as a disease t The justly celebnted K- 
cbat, likewise, in his eicellenl AnatomU GeneraU, consideia, vety correctly, obesity a* 
arisiDgJrom the tcealnati oftlie abBOrbent veBseU; Dstwin, and many other diBtin- 
sntiheil phyeiciane, also regarded it ai the coneeqnence of debiliti/. Does he not 
know sn old experiment frequently tried by Enropedn farmere, and often qaated by 
phvsiologistB, if we are not mistaken, even by Albsrtus Haller, in bis phyaioloe^, t)»t 
cMTes and other domestic animals, are frtqumtly • bUi to make th^ mart fatJ.lM 
bleeding therefore, also, in hisopinioH, as good a homieopatbic remedy, to become 
" better nourished and more easily failed," ae etatiing ; ihongh boUi are so nwdt 
condemned by homorapathistsi Indeed! iheratiocioationsof theie philoiapbera ueeo 
very singalar, that the author of homcBopatliis, or one of his disciples, would benefit 
mankind by publishing also a new system of logic, as we hare reason to atpect from 
their pre-eminent mathematical talents, a oen theory of magnitudes, a new arith- 
metic, Ac. — TbeAmericane learn also from Monsieur le Count DocteurdsE Goidi, that 
they poeseas numerous schools for honuBOpathia, and as his report has been IranBlaled, . 
pnbtiabed, and its statements therefore silently admitted by one oftheir aira profesBional 
men, they will of coarse be credited abroad. Such are the common mannuTiesaf tbeae 
popular authors on homfBOpathia : lo make Ihemselres mutually conspicuous as emi- 
nent Bathers and practitionBrs, and to prove the rapid increase of their parly in all 
coantriea, they say in America, that in Germany, France, Italy, &c. the first and 
oldest medical men bsTs lealouBly adopted this new healing art ; in the countries 
mentioned they say, in return, the same of America. Mendacia reciproca, et ei 
utrsqae parte, quandoque maaoo usni esse possunt. — Li'tVui. 

"* Since these lines were wrtlten, we haie again been delighted with a new and strik- 
ing proof of Ihe great blessinga of homcBopalhia, promoted by its faithful votaries in 
this new world. We were not aware that " the great pbilosopher, who has beaten a 
'* new path on all sides," and is constaDtly labouTiug for discovering " great Irolhs," 
had condescended to direct his attention, most gracioaaly, to the science of cookery, 
and to Ihe derelopement of virtues from same substances, which we thou^l to be be- 
low his sphere, and that he ^really has commenced what out sanguine hopes only 
aniicipstad above. A honutopaihic chocolate is publicly recommended b^ the leadii^ 
homceopalbisls in Philadelphia and this city, Drs. Constantine Henng, Hans B. 
Gramm, John F. Gray, and Wm. Channing, as preferable for sick and weak persons 
to any other preparation of this article. Dr. Hering slates in hie certificate, thai this 
homceopathic chi>colate is made exactly according to Hahaemanu'a prescription, com- 
municated to the manufacturer, and that as it is less oleaginous than olber kinds, it 
deserves particuUrly to be nsod also for children. Unable to find in Habnemann's 
works a chocolate of his invention, and auppoung, therefore, that he was pleased to 
communicate bis new arcanum solely to his particularly beloved disciples, we can only 
make a few coojectures about il. The diminution or eiclusioa of Ihs oUtginoia 
part of cocoa, by which it is rendered lat rich forUie stomach, has long been recom- 
mended and practised ; the manufactorera, by an easy and cheap process, gain the 
oleaginous pari, or, as it is called, the butter of cocoa, which is particularly mild and 
less sabject than similar snbstances lo become rancid, and therefore is worth mora - 
than the cocoa iUelf ; hence the homceopathic chocolate should he cheaper thao anj 
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^M-chro not aSiide- any flirtber to tbe immenee changes whkh 
win take |dace io the political condition of nations, when all fear 
of famine ia entirely removed. What a blessing to poor poople, if 
Umtb are- an; bereafier who can be eo called, that beaevolence can 
be exeieised towards them so cheaply! A large family may for years 
daily enjoy the aame bottle of wine, provided they will only de- 
Tdope ite virtues I We know not how tbe temperance societies will 
be able to counteract intemperance, which we see is again thus in- 
directly promoted by homceopathia ' — All governments, and espe- 
ci^y thoee of the United States, should henceforth prohibit any 
poBsenger, travelling any great distance by mail, from carrying 
any medicinal fluid with him, since a small vial of an innocent 
cordial, or even a solution of one grain of table salt, may become 
changed, after such a shaking, into an immensely developed power 
ot tbe DHHt violent poison, the smell . of which, " by ite intensely 
" raJsad energy," might kill thousands of men ! — We will seriously 
mentkm what would long since, probably, have been the inevitable 
consequeooes, if only a homceopatbic fraction of this frantic non- 
sense were true. No animal could exist on tbe shores of a large 
Ukt, if only one grain of arsenic, or one ptHsoned rat had ac- 
odentally foika into it, during a moderately shaking hurricane. 
If a small package of this, or of any similar soluble and strong 

(nparad cocoB. If shanuBauIhic dosa of BDjdrag b« mjderiaoB]; mixed ineadi 
portion, the price cuinot poniblj bs inhiaced by it, since, even if it were mutj mil- 
lion dmii dearer than the pnrett sold, one grain of anch a drug wonld be bj far 100 
BiDch, if our i^le globe, with all ita continenta, islands, mountain*, ocesns, lakei, 
Ac. ware tiaumatea.into booxBopathic chocoUtg. !f thii chocolate coBsists merely 
in tbe hemtMpathiciillj developed virtue of the fruit of the nobleTheobromn, the price 
ofeoDneDDglit alto lobe less, as the tabourofrnbbin|[dawnBiichan atomcannolmneh 
increaaa the Talae of anj cheap nomedicinal substance added. Bat, neTerlheleu, 
ii chocolate is dearer, its uate is lesi agreeable, (at least for our awn allopathic 



of that kind prepared In this or Buf other couDtry. What is the cause of this higher 
pricel AToidiDg conjectures, pardonable in.tbose who femernber the tle^i 



palate), and it is apparently, in every respect, in article /or in/morlo msny others 
-•- ■•■ ■ aredlnthisoi ' ■"" ' " "■"" " _' 

_ , , . ii jme«im,th 

it scarlet favgi, aod the introductory lines to the work on chronic dii 
•Met abore mentioned, &c. of the old benefactor of mankind, we believe tbat it is 
onlj to tnatain the homteopathic maxim, in regard to the invene ratio between mat- 
ter, (the fuality of cocoa) and paver, (its price.) We hope that either tbe " old 
" ^moeopber" bimself, or some ofhia disciples, who combine with their distincnisbed 
^Meaeianal talent* and acquirements an apician taste forcoolceiji will nMHi apply them 

— '■ ^'—g the people of this free country with homceopathic cokes, pastries, pies, 

o that '■ a treasure like this new art may quickly be estimated in a de- 
" me« cwnmeniarale with ita res) value ; sooner than by tbe kings and princes of 



the progress of the new art by proceises, penalties and baj- 

~" ind who do not deserre to have a taste CTen 

they soon rescind their processes, penalties 



" (lea Dr. Heiing, 1. c. p. 39) ; and who do not de 
bonuBopatbic delicacies, onless they soon rescind their processes, pei 
submit to Samuel Hahnemann and his heavenly doc 



M he, biniNl^ calle hia discoveries, saying, on pa^ 7, Vol. III. of hia Hsteria Me- 
dic*, with ^^rgil, ■■ igMB in««l illis vis et colestia ongo." 
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poisoQoiis Gubatance, had ev«r been swept from a wreck into the 
ocean during a tornado, by which we thiok it would be as w«U 
^aken, as a small vial is by a stout man's arm in a few mhtntce ; 
Jl fishes, and all raonslers.of the deep, not exeaplii^ sveo tlw 
»rge sea-serpent, would long since have died.* No human beings 
or other animal, could live in or near any place, where larg^ cbe^ 
mica] Tactories of corrosive sublimate, blue vitriol, &c. are eibMtei. 
Water, which has only run for a short time through copper ot 
leaden pipes, would seriously injure many, as every one wifi admit 
that water propelled by steam or any other power, will develope tha 
noxiouspropertiesofcopperor lead in afew seconds, more tbaacaB 
be done in several hours by a stout man. Acceding to Habtie- 
mapn's opinion in regard (o the great divisibility of all oootagioiw 
matter, which he cites in support of his developed drug-virtue*, no 
contagious disease, adhering even to ieUers at a distance of many 
hundred miles, could ever become extinct, and one rabid dog 
thrown into a large river, would infect all those who bathe in it, 
when their bodies are but slightly scratched. If a person tiboiM 
have taken one grain or less of table salt, or should accideatalljr 
have swallowed, during dinner, a similarly small quantity of cfaAV 
coal, both of which occur to many persons daily, and, instead of 
taking a nap afterwards, should take a ride, ha most eilbei b» in- 
stantly killed, or be afTeded with some of the 895 serious and^aa* 
gerous symptoms produced by the virtue devekiped from taUor 
stdt, or of the 930 of those produced from charcoal, (see Chr. Dia: 

■ It appein rram Hahnemuiii'B Hatem M«dica, 3d ed. toI. tI. p. 4. that tba dan- 
ger ariBinE fTomone grain of a medicinal Bubatuice falling into a large take bu been 
alieadjobjactsd to him. He answera in hii ninal diclatonal maDner, that inib objtc- 
tiom are nlteily foolisb, becaifse the miitute in ever so, large a quantity of water 
could never be lo intimate agin each BOlutioD, mads separately by two (trong ehyieai 
TJr. "wilhtht am from aJmve dourmeitrdt." (See Qrganon, p. 299, noLe.) — Fram bo- 

Jow upwatds would not answer thia purpoae, We lease this hia dereoee to the 

jodgmenl of those who have witnesied a stiff breeze at aea, to aay nothii^ of a hnni- 
eaDB, and who maj justly believe that tba many milliana of grains of salts, etc. di«- 
(otved in the ocean, might have been shaken enough, in the course of centnrie*, la 
make each drop of sea-water a strong bo[n<BnpBtbic drag or poison, at well as the 
faw thakhigs of a aolntion of one grain of table-salt by the arm of a hoiiKeqMthitt, 
" from above iotmwaTdi,"ao develope a virtae so efficaciouB that it mnstbe ittUM 
onlj <Mee every mmUh, — Dr. Herii^ must have had an nncommonly pteMaot vei|age, 
when coming from Eaiope, otherwise we Bbould think his opinioD about the viittM 
(isveloped by disking the bottle would have been shaken also. — We anon useideBlal^ 
noticed in Fr. Bacon's works, on page ^9, in vol. ii. of die new London ed. <rf ItM, 
• singular passage, which we conld not explain, but which appear! lo be connssted 
perhaps with an old English saying about ahaking the bottle — " Many men," b« Myt, 
" (teperial)y sneh aa afisel gravity, have a manner, after other men's tpoachoa, lo 
"ehake their heads. Agrest officer of this landwould say. It was as men •fa>l^ W 
'■ bottle, to see if there were any nils in their heads or no." 
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Vol. IV. pp. 67 and ^4.) Only a maD, like Hahnemann, who 
COMiden his wretched knowledge the highest wiedom, and his 
misBraUe aid to be far superior to the operatione of nature, which 
hfl re^uda (as he expresses himself in the preface to his Organon), 
aa " unavailiDg, contrary to reasonable design and without sense " 
could Miere also, that his arms, or those of his &ithful adept^ 
am belter able to develope the drug-nrtues from table-salt, charcoal, 
flint, &c than the stMuacb, especially when its muscular action is 
riapported by the fast trotting of a horse, or any similar exercise ; 
an acti<»), ao powerful in itself, that nothing in art is to be ctnn- 
pared with it, when we consider that by it, and by the chemical 
influence of the gastric and other digestive juices, a homogeDeous, 
aSU and salutary pulp is prepared from perhaps fifty-heterogeneous 
kinda of food and drink at a faahioitable dinner, and which, ac- 
cording to Fontana, destroys also the virue of the viper ; while Boe- 
qaillon states, that even the hydrophobic matter loses its fatal 
pvoperUes ; a power which Puacelsus, (this truly eminent man, 
who resembled Hahnemann only in quackery, which however 
was more pardonable in him, considering the age in which he 
Bved) BO highly appreciated, terming this power, " the great master 
" of alcbymy in the stomach."* 

To crown all the absardities which the instancei alleged in 
coofirmation of this maxim of homoeopathia offer, we shall amuse 
oar readers with one more statement of the many which Dr. Her- 
ing probably forgot to quote in lus unparalleled panegyrics of the 
competitor of " Galileo and Columbus." (C. Y. pp. 9, 10.) 

A German, one of the many unprofessional men who are infiUu- 
ated with the homcBopathic doctrine and delighted with its practice, 
probably a disciple oT Habnemiuin, has taken the very great trou- 
ble to prepare, partly in snow- and partly in spring-water, exactly 
according to the direction of Hahnemann, the,/^/iEe«n hadTedtk 
dilation of sulphur, and pretends to have found very dittinct me- 

* Om lia ilw^t kkdi to anothn. Habnamutn's iMartion in regiid to the im- 
MMlM chucM produced in lb« doid preparation! of all medicat latwtaiicea by theii 
liaiMJininii froai place to placB, ia aa eitiaragiDt, that he mnit have beao abliged to 
Ml^ thiaatBtemsntaa a conieqneDca of his developed dnig-nrMe8,ju>t as the latter 
«*■ famed opon him b; bia aecond maiim. We heve eeen tut thia maxim, or hia falae 
~' '^ 1D of aiinilia aimilibai canntm origiiiated with him, after accideiiullj oh- 



•emag, that the aymploma produced ia healthy peiaona bj drug*, resembled th 
■MM natural die eaiea : aa allopathic doiea uaed id euch a manner would injure, ne 
waa oUiged to reduce these dose* to almoat nothing ; and then, lo explain their ac- 
tioo, ha wai forcsd to broach the doctrine of dsTcloped drng-iiitnei. Nan, if (heee 
drag-viitues had been developed mere!]i hj two ahakes downwards, it nottld have 
appeared loo palpably like magic or witchcrafl ; and to do away with this impresaion, 
be aaya, the virtues are developed also by tranamiseiDn from place to place. 
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dical virtues in one drop of ihiE presumed solotion. Hahnemann, 
in a postscript to a public statement of this unique experiment, 
(see Arcbiv fuer homteopathische Heillcunde, vol. xi. do. 2. p. 87. 
according to the quotation of Dr. Kopp, I. c p. 71), fully agrees 
with the author in the marvellous operation of this dilation ; 
though he adds, (Chr. Dis. vol. iv. p. 338), that the 30th dilution 
of solphur may not only be considered as the mildest, but also as 

the most developed preparation of this substance. Now let the 

reader observe, that sulphur is considered, by all ancient and mo- 
dem chemists, to be insoluble in water ; further that, admitting even 
the snow-water to be quite pure, and sulphur to be soluble in wa- 
ter, the purest spring water contaias, when compared with the 
1600th dilation of sulphur, an immense surphu of earths, salts, 
iron, and other ingredients, almost all of which are considered by 
Hahnemann as powerful medicinal labstancet, from which drug- 
virtues must become developed by the tame proceu : furthermore, 
that the I £00 vials of glass, or any similar substance probably used 
in this experiment, would likewise impart to the solution, by the 
3000 necessary shakes, a proportionally much larger quantity of 
potash, and particularly of silicea, this powerful homceopathic re- 
medy, unless these drugs and remedial agents are excluded by 
miracles or witchcraft : and last, not least, that this I fiOOtb dilo- 
tion of one grain is equal to <me divided by one aith 3000 zero$, 
or is the SOOOtb power often ! 

It is easily ascertained, that the very large number, expressing 
the distance of the nearest fixed star, Syrius, from our globe, in 
inches or any considerably small fraction of an inch, is a mere 
trifle, and less than any imaginable small magnitude, in compari- 
son with this fraction ; and thai the distance from oar globe to 
any heavenly body, observable only by the greatest refractor ex- 
isting, even expressed by inches or geometrical lines, would also 
appear a trifle, when compared to the 3000th power often.* — 
Who would not exclaim, on seeing such unparalleled nonsense in 
print ; — J^lebomm kitce homnibut oput ett ! 

» The gresleatdiametoiofonr globe being 685,072,000, Ist o> »ar one with nine 
Ecioa in inchei ; the greatest diaunee of the (un from oui globe being S800 tinea 
u mncb, hia diatuKe id inches is 1,666,201,600,000, ot ahout one with twelve zero* ; 
Syriui, according to HayeeD'a calculation, is about 30,000 timea thia diilance, or 
30000000000000000 in inclieB ; we will aay, one with 17 xeroa : this numbai ie Iom 
bf one with 48 aeioa, when conipared with Hahnenunn'e uaual 30th dilution, KoA bj 
one with 3983 leioa lesa than the above-mentioned IMKIth dilution of one gisin of 
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" SonmU, terrorea magicoa, miraenla, npi, 

" NoctutBos lemoies, portsntsque TheiraU," Hot, 

Vie would advise the eolightened member of the chamber of de- 
puties in Baden, wbo insisted upon having a professorship exclu- 
sively for the homoeopathic doctrine at Heidelberg, (the oldest 
and most distinguished university in Germany, founded in 1346, 
which always was, and still is, particularly at present, distinguish- 
ed for the most ingenious and talented professors of medicine and 
surgery) ; as we also would recommend to all the admirers and 
amateurs of bomceopathia, to take a slate and pencil, and ascertun 
what the homoeopathic remedies, their diluiioos, triturations, do- 
set, potenzised powers and developed virtues really are. If they 
are not cured of their menta! disease by this simple experiment, 
nothing in the world can cure them. 

By the aid of numbeie, to be found in every wivk on astronomy, 
they can easily ascertain, that if the whole planetary eystem] the 
sun, planets and all theii moons, should be changed into pure 
water, alcohol or sugar of milk, and one grain of any substance 
should be dissolved in this immense mass of fluid, or be minutely 
triturated with it^ solids, every drop or grain of such a soIuUon or 
mixture, would be a fraction of the whole mass, equal only to one 
divided by one with about fifly zeros, or by one with ten zeros less 
than the homceopatfaic thirlielh dilution, generally prescribed by 
Samuel Hahnemann ; and yet he advises explicitly, that even less 
should be given. As he prescribes one dropof the sixtieth dilution 
of the juice of Thuya occidentalis, (see Materia Uedica, 2d edition, 
vol. v. p. 123) this dose is therefore still far smaller than one drqi 
of the planetary system would be, if bomisopatbically medicated, 
in the manner mentioned ! — We challenge all mankind to name 
another instance in the sciences, arts, &c., where a mao has 
asserted similar nonsense, and has not been considered fully entitled 
to a place in the lunatic asylum ! — Never can, never wilt posterity 
believe, that in the 19lh century, which has scarcely passed its 
first quarter, and may already boast of the greatest progress is 
natural sciences, a. Samuel Hahnemann has not only been respected 
as an author, but has been entrusted with the life and health of 
bis feUow-men, and has been considered by many, who claim a 
respectable standing in the profession, as " a reformer of practical 
" medicine, as one of the greatest phikisophers, medical geniusses, 
" and benefactofB of mankind !" 
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Let every one calmly and imputially reflect on the inteneive and 
extensive importance of the unparalleledabBurdilies of thehomcB' 
opathic doctrine, and not be eurpriaed by the ruse de guerre whicb 
ita fenalic advocates generally use, in admitting its extravagant 
and uncommon bearings; let them nc4 be delenred from a minute 
scrutiny of thb horrid disgrace of the human mind and of our age, 
when they read such tirades as Dr. Hering employs in the intro- 
duction to hiB Concise View, on page 3, to prepossess the mind of 
the reader in favor of bis all-curiDg new art of healing. " He to 
** vhom the Habnemannean system of medicine is new, and who 
"is at once brought to survey it as a whole, must be struck by its 
"peculiarities. Indeed, it differs so extraordinarily from any to 
"which he has hitherto been accustomed, that al the first glance 
" he would be prone to regard it with distrust ; while at the same 
" time, its colossal dimensions, the monstrous compass of its fun- 
" damental principles wear a discouraging aspect," &.c. 

The principal topics which we have selected from HabnemannV 
vorka will prove not only, that his developed drug-virtues must be 
considered by all men of common sense, either as nonentities and 
cbimwas, or as powers difierent from any in nature which we 
hiliiOTtoknow, and thatHahnemaDnisinnothing more correct than 
in asserting, that he discovered a world of new powers, a glorified 
state of substances, an vmmenae TntUiitude of miracles ! He ought 
therefore not to have used the term potenzised, since this expres- 
sion would admit the idea, that these powers or virtues have been 
latent befwe they were disenthralled. We repeat, his virtues de^ 
veloped from drugs must be considered absolutely as newly created;, 
created only by homoeopathic manipulations, since it is impossible' 
by any other physical or chemical process which has been hitherto,. 
or ever will be known, to develope powers which can be in the least 
compared with them. In addition to the reasons which we have- 
already alleged, we must therefore declare that no man was ever 
more inconsistent than Hahoemann, when to support the validity 
of his doctrine, he used in so many instances the statements of 
others in respect to the treatment with allopathic doses of drugs, 
and did not consider that his trials with drugs on healthy persons, 
have been made with much largN doses than allopatbists have- 
ever prescribed ; while in natural diseases he uses also drugs pre- 
pared in a manner never heard of before, and according to his own 
I, so widely different from their crude state and prejudicial 
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character. Wbo, for instance, would refer to ezperimeata vHh the 
OK of any metal, to coafirm tbe truth of other experimeDta made 
with the pure metal, aad yet the metallic cantents of tbe ore which 
are merely oxydated, sulphuretted, or otherwise chemically com- 
hined with other minerals in the ore, do not require any miracu- 
lous traoamutation into a glorified state, or into a spirit to become 
pare: could any one, for example, judge of the poisonous effect 
of one grain of deulochloras hydrargyri or corrosive sublimate, from 
the comparative mildness of the natural cinnabar, and still much 
kss firom metallic mercury, which can be taken by pounds with- 
out injury t In both cases Hahnemann will admit that no homoe- 
opathic virtues whatever were developed from these drugs, since 
otiierwise he could not have asserted, that his triturations and sha- 
kings only can develope his infinite spirits, and much less, that to 
obtain tbe true salutary glorified potenz, tbe IStfa dilution was at 
least required. According to the conceptions hitherto adopted in 
scientific hinguage, a potenzised power does not difier in its nature 
from what it has been originally, but is only a higher degree of 
the same, either extensively 6r intensively. On the contrary, if a 
power is changed into another, it cannot be called potenzised but 
altered. A piece of flint for instance, (an example improperly 
used by Hahnemann, when explaining his developed drug-virtues, 
since it is the steel and not the flint which becomes ignited by the 
friction,) canont be considered as an igniting substance, before the 
spark is drawn from it by friction and by the influence of tbe 
oxygene of the atmosphere; — the flint (the steel) contains the 
caloric in its bound stale, hut being bound by tbe specific capacity 
of both bodies, it does not exist as free caloric or as fit for ignition ; it 
might also be developed by any process and to any extent, but vrith- 
out a medium favorable for its ignition, it will never ignite, and 
with the aid of this medium only, caloric is liberated, by friction, to 
a degree promoting ignition, but it is not changed by this process 
into another matter ; it is exactly the same agent which it was 
before. Nobody will therefore think the caloric and the property 
of any combustible substance of becoming ignited, to be newly 
created by the process mentioned, or to depend essentially on 
the larger or smaller bulk of tbe substance; and much less, 
that in confOTmity with the homoeopatbically developed virtues, 
from a smaller piece of such a substance more caloric, and con- 
sequenUy a larger spark could be devcl(^)ed than from a larger 
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one, or that the ratio between ignition and bulk must be conBidered 
as inverse. 

It is evident, that accoidiog to Hahnemann's assertions about 
this subject, any quantity of a drug, from which no virtue is de- 
veloped by bis manipulations, must be considered as an inert aub- 
staoce, or at least so, in regard to the homceopathic property which 
it would possess when properly manipulated; — the substance, be it 
ever so large, must beregarded as equally inefiectire in respect to iu 
medical property, as mountains of a combustible substance are in 
regard to their jigniting property, until their specific capacity for 
caloric, which they may contain in ever so large a quantity, is 
diminished in a sufficient d^ree, and under circumstances favor- 
able to ignition ; thus for instance, millions of pounds of gun- 
powder may be safely stored in vaults of flint and iron. 

The groBS jargon quoted above, from page 14 of the Concise 
View, and from Hahnemann's different writings, cannot free ho- 
moeopathists from admitting implicitly, that their developed drug- 
virtues, if they exist, are created by their manipulations, and im- 
mensely differ from those qualities which the drugs possessed in 
iheir crude stale.* Tbongh most of them would not object to 

' AmoDK the many examples dTawn from common occunencea by bomiBOpathiata, 
which we hare proTcd to be deluaira and false, we observe in Monsieur le Count 
Docteur Dee Goidi's letter the following, on page 19, " bnt though ail these precedents 
" sbould fnil us at once" (he means those mentioned in our earlier note ; and similar 
ODSB of minor impnrtiiDce] " would not Ihe eipeiiment of Spallaniaui alone, upon the 
" diffiiubility of the spermatic ftuid of the frog, compel us to see nothing incredible in 
" Ihe power ofhomteopathic doses!" Here we see again a very nice specimen of the 

Srossest paralogism tthich these close- thinking men proffer, when they, for the de- 
ince of their doctrine, allnde, in Ihe manner of their master, to common-place in- 
stoDces. One drop of the spermatic fluid of a frog fructifies many thousand frog- 
'gg' '■ ^^^ 30th derelopeil virtue of a drug is immenael; less in bulk and weight than 
the bulk and weight of a sick person to be cured by the drug; ei^o, its developed 
lirlue must be considered as a nevet-faiUng powerful remedy — Should Monsieur le 
Count £>octenr Df s Guidi, or his able translator, haTe ever fructified, by their deve 
loped virtue, one frog-egg, we would believe thai they can always. fructify frog 
eggs, and even ail other kincta of eggs ; but nobody can conceive what similarity, and 
much less what identity eiials between a non-fructified frog-egg and a disease! What 
could not be proved by such singular syllogisms and such reasoning as is here adopt- 
ed? The spermatic fluid of the trog is much more substantial than the aura seminalii 
in animals of a higher order ; and as fat as we can judge of these great mysteries of 
organiied life, the spermatic fluid, or the aura seminalis, kindles the latent nisus foT- 
malivus at one point, and this kind ling spark, once developed, eilends in those cases, 
■t the neit moment likewise to the neit point, where more organised matter is ready 
for its fiuctiticatLon ; and so on, as long as such matter, the nisus formativus of which 
is matured exists ; just as one spark will eiplodemany million pounds of gunpowder in 
a moment, without igniting every grain separately. Must therefore this little spark, 
wHich, when extinguished in time will do no injury, be considered as possessed of an 
immensely or infinitely developed qnantity ofealoric ! In the same manner we may, 
mutatis mutandis, eiplain iulection by an inconsiderable quantity of small or cow- 
pox matter, which is likewise a favourite topic of homiBopaihists to prepossees igno- 
rant men for their faneifully small doses ; it is however clear, thai here also Ih* vt- 
30 
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medical witcbcrafi, we Bhall nevertheless try (o prove this more 
pi inly by the following apagogical demonstration, or deductio 
ad absurdum. 

The homceopatliic drug-virtue can be either less or greater, or 
equal to the power of a correspondent allopathic dose, which has 
not been manipulated. — If both are equal, then the bomceopathic 
treatment is on the same footing with the allopathic, with regard to 
the dose ; that is, one decithonth part of a grain of a drug will 
operate always in the same manner, whether developed or not ; 
and die whole doctrine of developed virtues must be admitted as 
nonsensical, or as a wilful deception. Hahnemann and his fol- 

ms iMeirdoeinOtbacoine dUltibiilcd orerthe whole bodj, but only K dtieased proceu 
i> kindled in a smiiU point in Ibe lungs by inhBlition, or on the skin by absoTption, etc. 
Bud then spreads ovet all those parti natnrslly disposed for this morbid process; which 
disposition bowsTer is generally for eier exlinguislied by the specific changes in th« 
leproductiTe system, u consequences of the morbid process itself. Without such > 
participation of the whole lystem, manifested by afeierish reaction, Deitbersmall nor 
cow-poi can therefore prolecl agsinet another identical infection. The allusion of 
hoiTKeapathislB to the divisibility of Che small-poi virus by the air, for the defence of 
their doses, leads to the same paralogism just mentioned. Their argument u this, 
that becsnse one phenomenon, presenting a great effect on the human body, can only 
be explained by a great divisibility of matter, therefore the different drug-nitues, 
being developed from matter minutely divided, must also be infinitely effectual. Ab- 
stracting from the validity of iheit stalemenls, of which we shall soon speak, these 
ratiocinations should rest on their own intrinsic correctness : but then they most con- 
sistently prova by other incontrovertible experiments than those which are to be 
proved by it, that the effects of their drugs are not lessened, but increased by their im- 
mense division or developement, unlike iho&e of other bodies, for instance, musk, 
sold, etc., which, though exceedingly divisible, lose their eSecta, ss all bodies do, in 
direct proportion to their weight or mechanical division. Because a small fraction of 
one substance has some effect, we have no right to conclude the same in regard to 
another, without suScieot proof that the other operates in the same manner ; 
otherwise all lubslancee be\ng immensely divisible, must operate on the hnman hpdy 
alike ; and inslesd of using instances so far fetched, the homceopathisis need only to 
declare in favour of Bonnet's Theory of Generation per emboitement ; according to 
which, all vegetables and animals which have existed and ahsU exist, were inclosed in 
Ibe Grst grain of seed, or the first drop of spermatic fluid ; which presents a more strik- 
ing instance of a sreat divisibility than any similar one. The instance of small-pox 
ptovea nothing in favour of the operations of infinite small homoeopathic doses, and the 
Inoculation of cow-poi is still lees coocl naive, as even the many thousandth part of a drop 
cannot be considered a homcEOpathic dose, as we have aheady stated, in many places. 
Both instances of small. pox, as welUs cow-pox, admit stilllesa of any sound comparison 
with boDUEopathic drugs, because both do not operate absolutely and unconditionally : 
for if tbig were the case, every individual would be subject to an mfection in a small-pox 
epidemic, and evBry vaccination must be successful : farther, in both, the develope- 
ment, is performed without the aid of mechanical operation ; and also, the amall-aod 
cow-pox protect agginet a return of the same disease, a property never as yet attri- 
buted to the homcEOpathic dmg'virtues. Admitting, however, even that the homeo- 
pathic doses operate as certainly as the small-pox virus itself, still an essential dissi' 
milarity exists between both of them, inasmuch as Hahnemann, adverse to all exter- 
nal remedies, rei^oires for his drugs, the aid of the stomach ; whereas, according to the 
celebrated American physician Rush, (see Observations and Inquiries, V. n. 2.) small- 
pox matter, like the most virulent other animal poisons, can be swallowed without in- 
fection. The infection of small-poi by tetters, aa alluded to by Hahnemann, is very 
doubtful ; though, in such cases, an allopathic duae of emall-poi matter might have 
adhered to the Tetter, and have remained dry, until being afterwards dissolted by a 
warm damp nir, it was inhaled by the person susceptible lo it. 
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lowers would do any ihmg rather ihan admit that the medical ef- 
feci of any dose of a drug, where the presumed virtue is deve- 
loped, is less than a similar dose when undeveloped ; for by this, 
the third maxim and its superstructure would fall to the ground, 
and not a shadow of homoeopathia would remain. It would be 
then evident, that they insist, merely from caprice, upon their 
atoms, which, thus divested from all virtues, spirits, miracles, etc. 
would soon lose all confidence : should they, however, follow the 
maxim, " similia similibus carantur," with large allopathic doses, 
their treatment would soon prove to he the most murderous which 
has ever existed. 

The third category then only remains to be considered, vh. — 
that when the virtue of a drug is developed by homoeopathic ma- 
nipulation, a dose of it is immensely more powerful than a similar 
dose of the same drug when undeveloped ; the remedial proper- 
ties of both being identical, they differ only in degree ; this is tlie 
case with gravitation, as, in a vacuum the feather falls to the ground 
as qnickly as a heavyweight; and with electricity, whether deve- 
loped in a smallpieceof sealing wax or in a thunder-cloud. But it 
is evident, that somequantiiy of the substance which has not been 
developed, must be an equivalent and produce the same efiect as 
the 30lh dilution of the developed drug ; for instance, a pound of 
Peruvian bark must possess as much remedial virtue as the 30th 
developed virtue of a grain of the same. In this case it is unneces- 
sary to adopt infinite spirits, etc. and homoeopathists, by admitting 
this, would no longer oppose, but advocate allopathic doses ; since 
they cannot deny that cases may exist, where the immense hotnoeo- 
pathic virtues are too strong, and the much smaller virtues in au 
allopathic dose would be better. Thus, for children, they would 
perhaps prescribe one pound of Peruvian bark pro dosi, rather 
than a grain of the 30th dilution. Their reproaches of the allo- 
pathic prescriptions of large doses are then ridiculous, since, in 
their eyes, the allopathic doses must consistently be exceedingly 
small ; and by this it could also be best explained why homoeo- 
pathists administer one dose only once in four or six weeks.* 

much ileceivnd, in be- 

^ ^ ; they freqnendj take 

■ irue DanuxopBthie dose of s drug only once in one, two, m even in six weeks. — 
Thej can euiiy aacenein thli by obterrini;, ihii iniong ten, twenly, or mare ■mill 
dotet, nhich ihey receive, one or twoare marked lo be liken on a certain day. Faith- 



icvGooi^Ic 



236 

The whote privilege which Hahnemann ttiought to secure for 
his developed drug-virtues, as always acting absolutely, uncondi- 
tionally, ice., (^posite to the vital powei's, which always act 
senseless, clumsy, &c. would fall to the ground, wheo he must 
admit that the subelaoces which nature oSeta to him, are without 
his co-operation, though in proportionally larger doses, not lees 
aalutary than with il. 

Whereas, therefore, the medical properties of all simple drugs are, 
according to bomceopathia, in no quantity, either equal to, or mare, 
or leas than the corresponding doses of t/ie same drugs with 
their virtues homtBopathically developed, and whereas, also, as we 
have^een, the developed drug-virtues are not to be compared with 
any power in nature hitherto known ; it follows, that they are not 
only to be considered as powers sui generis, but as supematurai 
powei-s, they may be termed miracles, spirits, &.c. and the manipu- 
lations themselves chiromancy, witchcraft, dec. 

Should it ever be proved that Hahnemann's mysterious mani- 
pulations have only been a subterfuge to save his maxim, similia 
similibus curantur, from its downfall, on account of the great injuries 
of large doses when given in accordance with that maxim, and 
that he believes the difference between the homceopathic and allo- 
pathic treatment, not to coasist in the immensely increased power 
of the drug, but only in the absolute smaUness of the homceopalliic 
doses, than he has wantonly exposed the li-ea of many healthy 
persons to the greatest danger, by experimenting on them with 
immense doses of drugs, as he did for instance, with four ounces 
of powdered hark, mixed with twenty ounces of alcohol ; — a quan-' 
tity which, when compared with the thirtieth dilution of one grain, 
would be far more than sufficient to destroy all living animals in 

fal homceopalliuls are bound by tbeir doctrilte u> act in Ibi* manner, and lo give in 

the iolermeiliMe hourn, daya, or weeks, only a amall quantity of sugar ofmitk, vtiich 
IhBj thamaelTes consider as nothing. Hahneniarn, probably from his great respect 
far truth only, does not peiinit hia foUowera to telieve the anxiety of their patients by 
naming the disease distinctly, and adiieee them, as we have seeD. to use only the 
tsrm, " a kind of such or sucb a complaint ;" bat neveithelesa he directs his CoUow- 
ers to decetre their paLieols, aa he uiualiy does, by giving, far maoy days or weeks, 
daiea of lugar of milk under the oame of medicine ; though no practitionerahad ever 
less reason to deceiie their patients, in order to operate favourably upon Iheir minds, 
than homcEOpathiBta ; fur when, aa they assert, all nature cannot disturb the marve]- 
louB operations of their driig-virtues during four or ail weeks, what evil could be ap- 
prehended from ciasmg the patient a little anxiety by telling him the trutht When 
speaking on this subject, (See Cbr. Din. vol. i. p. Si6.} the old sinner adds, veiy 
piously, " for this purpose I consider sugar of milk an invaluable gift of God." What 
a conlraat with the honourable Dr. Mead, who, thankful for the great remedial pro- 
perties of Peruvian bark, termed this drug, '' Magnum Dei dotiuia. 
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our wholfi planetary sysLera by bark-fever or ague, if iheir oa- 
ture is similar to that of mao. The only defence which Hah- 
oemana could make, b the great difference between the healthy 
and diseased state, by which he proved that much weaker medical 
virtues are required to produce a drug-eickDese in the former, than 
to cure the latter. But if he will admit the exact proportion 
between power and its end, wisely adapted to each other in nature, 
and also that many recover without any aid from serious diseaBes, 
for in^ance, from inUrmittent fever, it ftOlows that in these cases the 
ratio of the vital powers, which take the place of his immensely de- 
veJoped drug-virtues, to the natural disease, must be the same as 
the ratio of these immensely devel(q)ed virtues to the natural dia- 
eases cured by them ; or also the same, as the ratio between the 
immense developed virtue of a small honHEopathic dose, and the 
undeveloped, though (in weight) much larger, all<^thic dose. The 
same reasoning will be applicable, mutatis mutandis, if he should as- 
sert, that the medical properties (jecreatfe immensely by homcBopa- 
thicdevelopements ; the instances just quoted would then also be no 
less inexplicable, especially if we should admit as true, his singular 
conceptions about the impotence of the vital powers in the cure of 
all diseases ; for, if the vital powers are reduced so immensely as 
his drug-virtues then are, how could they do any thing, and much 
less, how could they remove without any medical assistance any 
serious disease, as they however do?— Hahneraatin therefore 
must admit, that two doses of any drug, equal in weight, are also 
equal in their medical strength or virtue, whether they are or are 
not bomoeopathically developed, or by this second deductio ad ab- 
surdum it is also conclusively proved, that in bis developed or 
potenzised doses, for instance, of Peruvian bark, Belladonna, table 
salt, ttc., the original natural properties of these substances Aave 
ceased to exist, and that they are replaced by other ones, newly 
created by his homoeopathic manipulations ; and since nothing like 
them exists in nature, he must term them, as he explicitly does, 
miraclBB, a new creation, a glorified state of substances, spirits, 
dtc. 

RidicuIouB as all homoeopathia, but especially as the doctrine of 
developed drug-virtues must i^ipear to every impartial reader, when- 
ever he has become closely acquunted with it, and trivial as it 
may seem to many, whether the public are in favor of one or the 
other method of medical treatment ; it must be extremely impor- 
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tant to every lom of truth in gener&l, if he refleclB on the aerious 
conseqiieDcee which may arise from such a horrid Buperstitioa. To 
day, Hahnemaanism may be considered merely as a medical doc- 
trine, to which as many, or even less, may fell Tictims than to any 
olher medical doctrine or mode of treatment; to-morrow, it may 
easily aSect the welfare and happiness of mankind in one way or 
another, though not directly by its profeseiooal features. The his- 
tory of man proves sadly, that credulity and superstition have been 
comparatively of almost g:reater and more lasting injury to the wel- 
fare and happiness of society, than truth has been of benefit. Con- 
sidering the extended intercourse of the medicaj profession with t^ 
people, we assert that, besides the immediate injury of health and 
life, no medium exists, by which the spreading of obnoxious super- 
stitions cat be more promoted, and all the blessings of truth be 
more counteracted and annihilated, than by a medical doctrine 
which demands implicit belief in miracles ; especially when they 
are seemingly supported by false or delusive statemenUr. 

It is very curious, that in our enhghtened age these evident 
consequences of the homteopathic doctrine should have been un- 
noticed so long ; though this Abracadabra is far more guilty of the 
named obnoxious influences, than its innocent predecessor was 
in ages long pasL Let people, disposed to credulity and super- 
stition from want of education, or a propensity to the extraordinary 
and marvellous, believe that a privileged class of men, or they 
themselves, can develope immense powers by certain manipulatitniEi 
or any other processes so easily performed, from an atom of flint, 
table salt, arsenic, or any other substance ; let these powers be said 
to belong to a new discovered world of potenzised, glorified and 
miraculous powers or spirits ; let it be believed that these powers 
operate mwe absolutely and unconditionally tlian any power known 
to as in oature ; let it further be believed that through the actions 
of these ariificially developed powers, men can generate an im- 
mense number of bodily and mental disorders, from a small wart 
' or pimple up to aborljoo, hernia, apoplexy, &c., from the slightest 
sensations of grief and affliction to suicide and murder ; let us 
admit the truth of all these mad and abominable assertions, plainly 
expressed by Hahnemann, and publicly admitted by his followers 
as the highest wisdom and truth ; and we shall soon witness again 
the honii consequences of implicit faith in all kinds of miracles 
and witchery, which, for bo many centuries resisted and frustrated 
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the Uessings of an enlighteniDg religion and philosophy, snd 
which rendered ibe humaD race bo miserable. 

For those who might think us unjust or sophistical, notwith- 
standing all our quotations and remarks, we feei obliged to quote 
only one other tissertion from Hahnemann, which alone would be 
fully sufficient for our defence. Speaking, in the introduction to 
the sixth volume of his Materia Medica, of the powers developed 
from metallic gold by triturating and diluting it twelve times wilh 
sugar of milk, he asserts : " that one quadrillionth part of a grain," 
(that is, a fraction of a grain, equal to one divided by one with 
twenty-four zeros), " is bo powerful, that a person suffering by rae- 
" lancholy, despising life, and inclined, from insupportable anguish, 
" to commit suicide, has merely to smell a few minutes of a vial, 
" containing one grain of the just mentioned solution, and this 
" wretched being, will, in one hourj be delivered from his evil spirit," 
(demon) " and the full love of life aud cheerful temper will again 
" be awakened in him." Will-homceopathtsta, will these fanatics 
deny, that they implicitly believe in witchcraft, when they believe 
such ravings as trustworthy facts ; or, if they do not believe them, 
will they deny that they premeditatedly impose upon the public, by 
recommending this " new art of healing," as the only safe one 
which rests on " incontrovertible truth," and by proclaiming its 
author as one of the greatest medical geniuses and beoefaclorB of 
mankind. 

" Once more Democritas arise on,earth, 

" With cheerful niidoai and inatructiTe mirth, 

" See metier I'f^ ■" modern trippings dreai'd, 

" Aodleed nilh varied foola th.' fltflinal jeat." — Johmim. 

We must therefore direct the particular attention of all men, 
anxious td promote truth, and to check the progress of creduUty 
and EuperstiLion, in whatever shape they may appear, and under 
whatever pretext they may be palmed upon the public, to watch 
minutely the farther prepress of the homoeopathic doctrine, and to 
enlighten those who are duped and deceived by it, if it should last 
longer than may be justly expected and hoped. Thistaskwill be much 
easier for them if they attend to the following last topic of our discus- 
sion about the third maxim of homteopathia, and examine with 
us, whether Hahnemann is in this maxim of his doctrine also as 
inconsistent with his own statements and suggestions, as we have 
endeavoured to prove him to be with regard to the other two. 
We will therefore show, admitting the truth of Hahnemann's 
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I experimeols, Blatemeots and assertioDs, as premises of his conclu- 
sions, that the latter cannot be correct, siace his own statements 
and sug^tions contradict each other, and that we niuat, there- 
fore, etiU mora consider his doctrine as the highest potenzised non 
sense, or as premeditated folsehood. 

To say nothing of Hahnemann's impositions upon the public, 
OS proved in the preceding pages, every impartial reader will 
doubt the veracity of a man who, calls the physicians of all ages 
murderers, and who, while aUribnting their cure of one patient in 
several hundreds only to chance, because they neglected the maxim, 
similia similibus curanlur, and also the virtues developed from 
drugs, totally disregarded both himself, duringmoat of his practice, 
and used larger doses of medicines than most all<^>athistfl prescribe ; 
and this too without any clear indications. 

lathe same year that Hahnemann firit published hisideasafoout 
homteopathia in HufelantTs Journal of PractUxU Medicine, and 
nine years before lie issued his work, Fragmenta de Viribus Medica- 
mestorum Poeitivis, Lipsise, &c. 1S05, he empirically used the most 
powerful drugs, and in much larger doses than were ever recom- 
mended by any author on materia medica or therapeutics. This 
will be proved by his public statement of his treatment of Klokui- 
bring, an insane man, for whom be prescribed txDertiy-five graina 
of tartar emetic, to be taken at once, (see Deutsche Monalschrifl, 
February, 1796.) The year after his first suggestions of homoeo- 
patbia, (see Hufeland^s periodical just mentioned, Vol. Ill- 1797, 
p. 13S,) he published a case of colic, cured by him, in which he 
had administered within a short time, according to his own state- 
ment, Tartar emetic, Gamhoge, Scammonp, radix FUids maris, 
(cme ounce daily for four days in succession,), Charcoal, Semina 
CytKB, Colocynthis, Castor oU, THn, Iron, iSemina St^Mid^<B, 
Sidpkur, Petroleum, Camphor, Asafmtida, Epsom salt. Ipeca- 
cuanha, Opium, Oil of Cajeput, and, in addition, the Arcana of 
Nuffer and Cloasius for the tape-worm, which contain the 
strongest drastics, and other powerful drugs in the largest 
doses ; and after he found himself mistaken about the presumed 
tape-worm, he prescribed powders, each of which contained fota- 
grains of Veratrum aU»an.~—St%ll later, he mentions in the same 
periodical, (see Vol. V. p. 40, s. 99), cases of influenza, for which 
be had prescribed, to adult persons, the enormous quantity oi forty 
grains of camphor to he taken within twenty-four hours, and 
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fifteen grains of the same, daily, for fourteen days, by a boy 
twelve years old. At that time he admiaislered Ledum paluEtre, 
one of his great homceopathic remedies, in doses of six or seven 
grains ! though afterwards, (see Mat. Med. Yol. IV. p. 176), it was 
proved by him to be so extremely powerful that he was obliged to 
giveitonty in the quintillionth dilution! andsotoowiihotherdruge; 
powdered Peruvian bark, for instance, which he says at that time 
he prescribed by drachms. One of two cases must be true ; either 
Hahnemann then knew, as his fanatic followers assert, by long 
experience, the salutary effect of his method generally, and parti- 
cularly the beneficial effect of his small doses ; and then he is, 
according to his own verdict, guilty of repeatedly attempting or 
committing murders, because he was conscious of his detrimental 
treatment, and yet used it to such a shocking excess ; or he thought 
no more of homceopathia at that time, than he would of a vague 
idea suggested by him to the profession, and then he is guilty of 
the greatest falsehood in stating his new infallible method to be the 
result of many years thought, and of frequent experience at the bed- 
side of patients. This, however, could not be the case, even if we 
allow him eight years, from 1797 to 1805, because he was, as we 
have stated, almost during that whole period, a wandering phy- 
sician, and not engaged in any permanent practice, and the largest 
practice of eight years, is certainly too short a time to form an es- 
timate in regard to any, and much less to sucli a medical method 
of treatment. 

As an additional specimen of the arithmetical exactitude ob- 
served by homaopatbists, it may be staled that they asserted al- 
ready, many years ago, that Hahnemann had pursued bis practice, 
in accordance with hie doctrine, for upwards of 40 years, and the 
same is now stated publicly by the homosopathi»ts of this country ; 
thus we have read in the German Gazette of Philadelphia, that 
Hahnemann has practised homoBopathia for upwards of 43 years. 
Of course, according to homceopathic arithmetic, 1806 deducted 
from 1833, leaves 43 ! 

When Hahnemann first b^an to recommend homteopalhia, 
many of his prescriptions remained intelligible and wiUiia the 
limits of possibility : one grain of good extract of belladonna dis- 
solved in one, two, or three ounces of water, and given, according 
to his first direction, in doses of a few drops, could at least be ima- 
gined effectual, and have certainly proved so iu a few extraordinary 
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caseR. Tbe same may be ascertained, with respect to Kiaoy other 
<tiiig8; by anyjudicious physician, who does not estimate the powers 
of drugs by grocer's weight, by ounces and pounds; especially to nar- 
cotics, which Hahnemann recommended formerly io similar doses. 
But what confidence can be placed in Hahnemann's statements, if, 
for instance, he publishes in the year 1810, that be had often de- 
rived immediaie and permanent benefit from one unmixed drop 
of Bryonia juice ; a few years after he asserts, that he seldom 
meets with a case, in which one drop of the decillionth solution, or 

r-—^ part of one drop of the same drug, could be used without in- 

. jury, and that no cose exists in which Uie undiluted juice would be 
advisable; and twelve years later he states, that the patient must 
smell only of a sugar-pellet of the size of a hemp or poppy seed, 
mobtened with the decillionth solution of the same ! (see Kopp. 
I. c. p. 69.) In his Materia Medica, (Reine Arzneymittellehre, 
Vol. V. p. 122, 1837), he remarks, in regard to charcoal : that no 
stronger developed virtue, (Potenzierung) of charcoal is required 
for homoeopathic use than the millionth ; three years after, (1830, 
in the last volume of his Chronic Diseases, page 3,) he says, of 
the same substance : " 1 have used for a long time ( ! ) tbe sixtii- 
lionth dilution," — (there is, truly no little difference between one, 
and one sixtillionlh part of one) ; — " until I have lately found the 
" decUliojiih dilution the best with which to moisten one or two 
" small BUgar-pellets, which answers all deElced purposes ;"— 
that is again, even admitting the fiuid required to moisten such a 
augar-pellet, made of starch and sugar, equal to a full fraction of 
one grain, a trifling difierence between one with twenty-four zeros, 
and one.— We would advert here again, not only to the remarkable 
fact that, by asserting the power or virtue to become developed at 
tbe eighteenth dilution, he has retracted ail hia former assertions in 
regard to all dilutions of a lower degree, though he has befwe re- 
peatedly recommended them as infallible, but also, that be first 
prescribed charcoal in an immensely stronger dose in powder, and 
afterwards many million limes weaker as a fluid, which implies, 
that he foolishly considers charcoal not only as soluble in alcohol 
or water, but more soluble than most soluble salts, though it is 
notoriously one of the most insoluble substances in existence. In his 
Mat. Med. Vol. I. p. 445, the dose of the liquid extract of aconitum 
is fixed by him at the octilliontb dilution, and in Vol. MX. of tbe 
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Mme work, p. 199, in a note, he resliictx this tlose again for llie 
same purpose to smelling once of a sugar-pellel of the usual size, 
and moistened only with the thirtieth dilution of the same drug ; 
and again, in another place of the same werk, (Vol- V. p. 123) be 
speaks of the vigesillionth dilution, that is, otte grain's weight 
divided by 10"°,* 

* HahnemHnn'a numerous suggestions about the incresaed power of stl natural 
subatancei, and espociall; ofall drugs, nhen properly shaken or rubbed down with 
unmedicinal substance*, are in themselves aconlrailiction. because, if from all natural 
substances a virtue or powet becomes developed, sugar of milk, alcohol ot acetic acid, 
Cannot be eonsiileied as inactive, Or as mere menstrua, since, by the Same process 
to which the drug is subjected, the virtue of the subalance, improperlr termed b; him 
unmedicinal, will also be developed, particularly as it is knonn that these substances 
are not simple or elementary, and, aa be himself believes, that all eubstancea are, more 
or less, compound. Moreover, wo must remember hie explicit suggeslion, (see Chron. 
Dis. Vol. I. p. 209) that it will not be wrong if still smaller doses are chosen, since 
" it is impossible to give them too small" — also quite a novplty in regaid to the hu- 
man intellect as well at to all eiperieoce, aa no one can well imagine a power which 
caa never decrease too mnch, for counteracting, wiib equal strength, every degree of 
resistance. Notwithstanding, Hahnemann says, page 213 of the Batae volume, " who- 
" ever wiU'aot imitate it exactly so, ( I ) will leave unsolved this greatest problem of 
" the art ; he will leave the most important long lasting diseases as uncured, as they 
" were before my doctrine appeared. If it is not done pimctually ( ! ) nobody can 
" boast of having followed my advice and expect any eifect !" After some of his dis> 
ciples bad publicly confessed that tbey were frequently unsuccessful in curing diseased, 
since it was impossible to cure the disease by homcBopathic doses, though the 
drugs were selected according to the prescriptions of homi£opalhia, t^ee, for in- 
stance, according to Dr. Ki^p, I. c- Dr. Hartmanu, in Archiv. ut Horn. Heilk. 
Vol. VIII. No. S, p- 36), the medical pope emitted a wamins bull from his capitol at 
Ocethen, enjoining his faithful followers " not to disgrace themselves by miiing any 
" allopathic treatment whatever, but to execute the divine homiEO)>alhic art pure and 
" sincere." (See according to Kopp. 1. c. Archiv, f. h. H. Vol. IX- N„. 3, 1830.— We 
are told by Irnstworthy ipen, that if patients apply to him after they have followed 
the advice of some of his disciples without relief, Hahnemann, vvith the greatest in- 
delicacy attributes their failures directly to their ignorance and carelessness. Pa- 
tients not relieved by his own treatment, aeldom return lo him on account of the ex- 
cessive fees which tbey ate obliged lo pay, m adrance. to hie door-keeper befote they 
are even admitted; one louis d'or is the least. If the patients submit, and ronlinue 10 
complain about the failure of hie medicines, for which they are also obliged to pay very 
high prices,heascribeBittomedicinahnSuence, to which they must have absolutely been 
eipoted, or to a neglect on their part, tScc. until tbey become tired and apply In allo- 
pathists. Hahnemann's common-place explanations to his infatuated patients,are said 
10 be somelimss exceedingly ridicolous. We find many spcchneos of that kind in his 
works. Thus, in proving the validity of his maxim, similia similibus curantur, by burns 
cured with alcohol or spirits of turpentine, which he likewige inconsistently jilaces at 
once among his honuc^alhic doses ; he applies il to politics, saying, (see Mat. Med. 
Vol. II. 2nd ed. pp. 18 and 19), " and thus we find the great truth confirmed by many 
■' daily occurrences, thatnature" (now so beneficial !) "intends to deliver mankind from 
" its wearisome evils by very simibr short Ones- Nations, sut)k for centuries in gro- 
" veiling spatiiy and base slavery, elevate their minds, become sensible lo their hu- 
" man dignity, and again free, after being trodden by thetyrantof the west into dust." 
We cannot explain this sentence of the " great genius," which is probably considered 
by his fallowera as the resum^e of the pealest philosophical sagacity and Sleme-like 
wit — otherwise, than that he thinks, if a people is long trodden tnto diisl, an immense 
virtue becomes doveloped, in the same manner as if a grain of flint was rubbed down 
with sugar of milk in bis.martar. It seems singular, hoWeVer, that Ibis great politi- 
cian considers an army of 300,000 well armed and disciplinrd men, with some hun- 
dreds of cannon, coming ftom the west, a homcEOpatbic remedy, to excite, by a saluinry 
counter-and-aller-oiieration, aijuick, safe and duiable core, — Deplorable and hiyh- 
<spirited Poland, why didst ihou not elect Samuel Hahnemann thy general en chi'll-' 
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In respect to the " unheard of niceties,' of honiceopatliia, we 
must observe, that never eince the healing art has existed, have all 
drugs been considered to be equal in strength. The greatest 
quack has thought proper to give different doses of different drugs, 
as some may be administered by drachms or ounces, and others 
only bv grains, or even small portions of a grain. Much less would a 
wdl educated physician consider it a trifle to prescribe opium, bella- 
donna, strychnine, &c. as he would Epsom-salls, rhutiarb, althea, 
&c. without minute regard to the email fractions of a grain. If he, 
for instance, prescribed —th part of Bgrain of strychnine, or__th 

part of a grain of the arseniate of potassa, the ratio of one grain to 
these fractions is respectively, in the first instance, as twenty-four 
to one, and in the latter, as forty-eight to one. He will also con- 
siderately pay due regard to the age, the sex, the constitution, &c. 
of the patient, and will increase or diminish the dose accordingly. 
We may supposelhat, whenever a judicious physician should wish 
to administer a doee of such drugs to an infant, be will reduce 
it to the one hundredth part of a grain, where, of course, 
the ratio is as one hundred to one. But Hahnemann assigns no 
reason why the virtues of hia drugs begin to be developed only 
at tbe eighteenth dilution, and conUnue so until the thirtieth, 
without a properscale of pr<^ression, or without any regard to the 
particular circumstances just alluded to ; he formerly allowed his 
fcJIowers to choose, ad libitum, between the eighteenth and thirtieth 
dilution, that is, between a dose of one with sixty, and one with 
thirty-six zerra, since this is just as correcl, according to theele- 
meote of allopathic arithmetic, as that the ratio between one- 
fourth and one-twelfth, is as twelve to four, or as three to one. If 
by the development of the drugs the viHues decrease, then the 
ratios can be made inverse, and the ratio of the dose formerly re- 
commended by Hahnemann, is, to the dose prescribed afterwards 
by him, as one with thirty-six zeros is to one with sixty. To 
say nothing of our earlier demonstration, that, in the very sense of 
this doctrine, tbe homceopathic doses must not be considered as 
very small, but as immensely large, it is evident, that as all magni- 
tudes are merely relative and not absolute, and depend therefore 
on their ratio to other magnitudes ; in the case before us, the im- 
mense difference of the number one with «xtT zeros, and one wiUi 
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only ihirtysix zeioa, or ihe absolute number of one wiifc Uvcnly- 
four zeros, is a mere trifle in the eyes of ihe same men, who 
assert thai iheir oppoaers pay no regard to minutiie. 

Hahnemann suggests no caution in regard lo sex, age, &c. ; Le 
also is, and ever will be, unable to give a minute scale of the differ- 
ent degrees of his dilutions or developed powers, even in round suma 
of millions, billions, &c. and much less in Iheir intermediate quan- 
tities, which must naturally exist, if the least regard be paid to such 
important conditions. Supposing the power to be developed only 
at the eighteenth dilution ; if it increases, it does not increase from 
its first outset by jerks, but, as all powers in nature do, by a gra- 
dual and uninterruptedly continued progression; there must, 
therefore exist, relatively, an immense number of developed virtues 
between the eighteenth and nineteenth, between this and the 
twentieth dilution, and so forth, which Hahnemaan would have 
recommended for the circiimatanceB named, if he could give his 
doctrine any consistency. The total disregard of these interme- 
diate doses, and still more the transition from the administration of 
one drop ofany dilution, to the mere smell of a pellet moistened with 
the same dilution, where evidently the quantity of the developed 
virtue applied becomes incommensurable, prove the vagueness of 
all things connected with this doctrine. 

No reasonable cause or experiment can be assigned, which can 
explain why the same process, eighteen limes repeated, develop^ 
no perceptible power, but if the same process be continued, the power 
becomes immensely developed in the compound /'atio of the dilutions 
by hundreds of drops and by the shakings made; nor why in this 
respect all substances are alike, however different they may other- 
wise be, as, for instance, arsenic and table salt ', nor also why the 
doses of these medicines are not affected by the differences of sex, 
age, &c.; is it not impossible to imagine, how any product of two 
factors can, remain always the same, when one of them is con- 
siderably changed, or both are altered disproportionately !^ — Even if 
Hahnemann had never explicitly claimed, that the operations of 
his developed drug-virtues were always absolute, unconditional, and 
the same vnder all circumstaDces, in opposition to the changeable 
miserable vital powers, these assertions would, merely from this 
extraordinary disregard of all circumstances, considered by all men 
so important, follow as a matter of course. In Vol. II., page 15, of 
his Chronic Dioeases, Hahnemann prescribes 200 sugM-pellets to 
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be prepared by a confeclioaer, from one grain of starcU nuil sugar ; 
in Vol. IV. page 338 of the same work, 300 from one grain ; in 
bis Organon, 3d edition, he orders 100 sugar-pelleta lo be moisten- 
ed with one drop of the developed solution ; in the fourth edition of 
the same work, 5283, he prescribes 300 sugar-pellets, to be moist- 
ened with the same ; — here the ratio varies from one to two and 
three. In the same manner he advises that iwo or /Aree sugar- 
pellets of the same weight and equally moistened should be given, 
if one should not appear sufficient; as if his developed virtues were 
like the common orders of physicians, who prescribe one or two 
tabie-spooafuls of a medicine, or from one to three pills, &c. nol 
aware that his advice at once reduces the immense ratio which 
exists between the ISlh and 30th developement of his atomsj or 
berween one and one with 24 zeros, to the ratio between one and 
two or three t 

In his Organon, 4278, page 1S4, he says, "so powerfid is the 
"devetopmeut of the innate virtues of drugs, not thought of before 
" my lime, that in later years I have been forced, by convincing 
" experiments, to reduce the ten shakes, formerly prescribed to 
" be made after each dilution, to two." — Here we would, ask and 
with reason: what part does theshakinglakein the homatopalhic 
development of drug-virtues ? Why must the dilutions be repeated 
separately so many times, if the shakings are so important, and 
why cannot the number of dilutions be less, and be replaced by a 
proportionately greater number of shakings; bo that the firstdilution, 
made by twenty or forty shakings at once, with or without a pro- 
portionate quantity of a non-medicinal substance, should be exactly 
equal to the ten or twenty dilutions each, made with two shakings 
only ? How can the same drugs, which Hahnemann considers to be 
so didereat in their action on the living human body, that they 
make many different drug-symptoms; how, we say, can these drugs 
be considered so physically alike, that the virtues of arsenic and 
nux vomica, of fiiat and table salt, &c., are all developed equallyond 
(othe samcdegree,(potenz)by the same number of shakings, though 
again, a few shakings more or less are considered so immensely 
important? If there be such a great dilTerence between (tie presenl 
and former number of pellets made from one grain, and between 
the shakings formerly prescribed by Hahnemann and those he has 
lately resolved upon ; how many patients of Hahnemann and his 
followers then have been sent lo iheir long homes, by a trealmcnt 
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formerly proclaimed infallible, wlili ilie same bold and impudent 
chatlatanisin, as the improved mode k now lecommended ! How- 
ever paitial any one may be to this doctrine, infatuated horaosopa- 
thisU excepted who reject even mathematical certainty, nobody ' 
can consider these different and grossly contradictory statements of 
Hahnemann, other than as the most absurd falsehoods. — Those 
who implicitly believe in miracles and witchery, who divest them- 
selves of all dignity and of the noblest prerogalives of intelligent 
beings, by worshipping such a fool or impostor as Samuel Hahne- 
mann, those solely will admit, that a power developed from a 
substance might operate with great violence, if taken in the many 
thousand billionth part of a grain only in excess, but that neverthe- 
less the degree or potenz of a power twice or three times stronger, 
developed from the same substance, by the same process, might be 
given under the same circumstances without injury, nay! with the 
greatest and most durable benefit, in allowing the use of two instead 
of one sugar pellet. Reader, when such men as Dr. Hering 
tells you, (see Concise View, page 11,] " But Hahnemann was as 
"little confounded as was Fulton. For it is indicative of great 
" minds undauntedly to persecute a noble design, in defiance of the 
" whole world ; the great idea becomes as it were an element of 
"their souls;" forget for a while that one of your countrymen 
has lent bis pen to translate such bIuIT, and take a slate and pencil 
to compare these our statements, faithfully extracted and translated 
from Hahnemann's works^ with any thing in the world, and you 
will easily find that they are much mote nonsensical, than if a lunatic 
should assert, that all the gunpowder which has ever existed and 
now exists, is insufficient to blast a large rock, but that this may be 
done very easily by a power developed in this singular manner from 
one grain of it, whilst the power developed by exactly the same 
process from two or three grains, or a much larger quantity of Mo 
same gunpowder, would make but little difference, and would not 
move an ounce of any additional resistance or weight from its place! 
If you can comprehend this, then you may, when sick, confidently 
smell of a sugar-pellet moistened with thethirtieth developed virtue 
of fiint or table salt; then you may sip with delight the homcepathic 
choc<jate. Who would not again exclaim with us — "Helleboro 
" opus est r — but in large allopathic doses. — " Multa cernunt arus- 
" pices; mulla augures provident; multa omculis declarantu'r; multa 
*' vaticinationibus ; multa somnia ; mulla portentis." — Cicero. 
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In accordance with reason and experience we may therefore 
assert, that (he hom<£Opathic doses and the developed drug-virtues 
are ahtobde iumentitiet. Hence we cannot wonder, thai not only the 
statements of Hahnemann's opposers, who have either themselves 
tried bomceopathic prescriptions, or have seen them tried by ho- 
mtsopathists, but also those of honest homceopathists, who were 
cautious not to deceive themselves and the public by withholding 
the truth, in secretly using allopathic medicines and doses,* vary 
very much from the presumed infallibility of this method. Besides 
the many instances which we have already stated, and the frequent 
retractions and changes of Hahnemann himself, which we have 
quoted from his works, Dr. Gross, one of Hahnemann's disci- 
ples, and one of the first and most disimguished champions of ho- 
mceopathia in Germany, complains very much, (Arch. f. b. Heilk. 
vol. viii. no. 3. p. 9. according to Dr. Kopp, 1. c.) that the long 
time required for homteopathic cures, may be considered as a great 
inconvenience. The same periodical, devoted solely to the exten- 
8ton of homceopadiia in Germany, contaiDB many statements where 
homtBopathic physicians have been compelled to reevr to allopa~ 
ihic treaiment. 

To say nothing more of the humbugs and falsehoods pub- 
lished by bare-faced homceopathisls, though notoriously contrar 
dieted by their own brethren, diseases like intermittent fevers, ge- 
nerally so ea«ly and safely cured by the physicians of any good 
school, are confessedly treated on the homoeopathic method widiout 
success, by Drs. Gross, Rummel, and Hauplmann, all of whom are 
distinguished homoeopathic practitioners and authors; thoagh these 
diseases, and their similarity with the symptoms of the drug-dis- 
ease produced by Peruvian bark in healthy persons, must be con- 
sidered as the very matrix of all the monstrous and abortive pro- 
ductions of Hahnemann and hit doctrine. The same is stated 
publicly by other homceopathists, in regard to pulmonary con- 
sumption; though Hahnemann considers it so easily, quickly, 
and safely curable by the potenzised virtue developed from tin. 
In a manner very unusual for him, though he could not well evade 



* The Berlia Medical Gazette for 1832. and other German medical iieriodicals, 
contain many encli instances ; and in aome cases nleo pbyaiciana, who pledj^ed tbeii 
Tailb to iheii patianta stritlly to follow the prcactiptiona of the new healing art, either 
proved i)y tbeir reciijea, ot have avowed to ua, that they cominonlj use allopathic 
doses. The inconvenience of combining allopathic practice wilb hooKepitthic prin' 
ciples hasalreadj been alaled, as leading to the rodeat empiricism. 
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it when iDlroducing bis " great truth" abont the itch, he states 
candidly, (Archiv. f. h. H. vol. viit. do. 3. p. 97, according to 
Kopp, 1. c.) that in inveterate chronic diseases tiie treatment may 
last, on an average, yrom one to tteo years, before the cure may be 
expected. Soon after he confesses again, in his last work, (Chron. 
Diseaf. 1828, vol. i. p. 5 and 6. that the homixopatbic mode of 
treatment pnrsued by him hitherto, (that is, from 1805 until 1628) 
in conformity with the "law of nature!" has failedin all chrmtic 
diseases of any importance , (to whom is a disease not important ?) 
syphilis excepted, though this mode had been used long and with 
the greatest exactitude, and though the patients themselves bad 
a\so faitkfulh/ observed the minutest prescriptions, strict diet, etc. 
only the commencement of the treatment proved satisfactory, bat the 
progress to recovery less so, until at last aU hopes of recovery dis- 
appeared,*' And he continues in precisely the following words : 
" The frequent relapses made at last the best selected hom<£opa- 
" thic remedies and the most appropriate doses the more useless, 
" the more they were repeated : they at last scarcely afforded any 
" relief whatever." — All these statements he made a few years 
after his declaration, so often repeated by himself and by all his 
adherents and admirers, (for instance. Mat. Med. 2d edit. 1824, 
vol. ii. p. 26. when he was already eight years in full labour with 
his " great truth;" and in his Organon, §§ 19, 65, and 156, ac- 
cording to Kopp, 1. c. p, 287.) that " nobody will be cured from 
" bis disease by any other but the homosopatbic method, in an easy, 
" quick, and safe manner." 

We must remark, that these confessions of Hahnemann and of 
his most devoted disciples were made when he, as we have seen, 
insisted upon the observance of strict dietetic rules, by which alone 
many of their patients have recovered. As Hahnemann, in the 
last edition of his doctrine, remits to his patients a large part of 
his former dietetical prescriptions, we may expect from him, in 
future, much less favourable reports, in regard to the frequency 
of bis safe, quick, and durable cures, provided he lives long 
enough in " his youthful vigour," to benefit the world with another 
*' great truth," by which he will be forced again to repeal and re- 
tract some more of his infallible precepts and statements. — Minute 
dietetical directions have been formerly the only and truly bene- 
ficial part of the homceopatliic pracuce, and must have cured many 
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who had long suffered from a rude treatment, which, disregai-ding 
the great influence of many habitual and congenial agents, couBi- 
dered, next to the lancet, large bottles and boxes of medicine iu 
only resource ; rational medicine, however, has never regarded 
strict diet as consisting solely in starvation, as Dr. Hering (C. V. 
p. 26) states : but in a proper selection and quantity of food, drink, 
exercise, etc. ; a few obstinate chronic diseases of the reproductive 
system excepted, where starvation must be recognised as the great- 
est remedy. 

Hahnemann being, as it appears from vol. i. p. 189 of his Chr. 
Dis. much annoyed by the reproaches of his opposers, who attri- 
buted the recovery of some of his patients solely to bis strict diet- 
ing system ; and many patients having become tired of abstaining 
for years from their usual pleasures and comforts, he has resolved 
to insist no longer upon these measures, which he formerly thought 
so indispensable. Dr. Kopp, (I. c. p. 157) states, that most of 
his homoeopathically treated patients objected to the severe diet- 
etic prescriptions, though be could not dispense with them, being 
the most essential part of the homoeopathic treatment. The strict 
diet must have been, moreover, too redolent of rational medicine 
for Hahnemann, and particularly unimportant to him, who was un- 
willing to share with any thing the merits of his discoveries and the 
unconditional salutary operadous of his developed drug-virtues. 
—^Reflecting patients, treated by faomoeopathists, and knowing 
that they received only one atom of a drug every four or six weeks, 
which was considered fully sufficient not only to combat a long 
and serious disease, but also to counteract all external infinences 
of nature, of the mind, and the many other vicissitudes of life, must 
also have thought it strange, that the restrictions from their usual 
innocent habits, nourishment, etc. provided these were not parti- 
cularly noticed as remedial substances, should be so necessaiy in 
support of the operations of atoms, said to be omnipotent ; they 
ftiast also have known the many facts acknowledged by rational 
physicians, that. serious diseases sometimes disappeared and were 
radically cured by a proper diet, without any medical assistance. 
Hahnemann, whose confidence began to decrease since he pub- 
lished his work on Chr. Dis. and his false prophecies about the 
Asiatic cholera, was therefore anxious to give a new impulse to 
his doctrine, by making his treatment more palatable lo his pa- 
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tients : bence he and liis faithful adherents now released their 
patients from the iDconveiiiences of a strict diet ; the remedial 
agentt excepted, particularly when these are required to play their 
part as scape- goats. 

Hahnemann's constant exertions to discredit and reject all expe- 
rience hitherto valued by the medical profession generally, though 
he himself adhered to the rudest allopathia for the greatest part 
of his professional life, are very remarkable, and may offer to the 
impartial observer additional proofs, that his object is not love of 
truth and humanity, but only petty egotism. What otherwise 
could have made him, as we have seen, so opposed to (he use of all 
external remedies ; not only of bleeding, leeching, cupping, but 
also of blistering, injections, remedial baths, ointments, cata- 
plasms, etc. and even of the most important and indispensable sur- 
gical operations ; as for instance, the aid of surgery for hernia 
inguinalis, fistula ani, etc. etc. The admission of these remedies 
would evidently not have curtailed the merits of his doctrine, and 
woald have been more worthy of a reformer of the healing art, 
who is termed, by his missionary in the new world, " the first phy- 
" sician who recognised it as indispensable in every disease, to 
" regard man as a whole." 

Hahnemann's course appears still more absurd, if we read in 
hS 287, 388, 289. and 290 of his Organon, (4th ediL) among si- 
milar correct remarks : — *' Each part of our body, if possessed of 
" the power of feeling, can receive the influence of medicines and 
" communicate their powers to all the other parts;" and " even 
" those parts which have lost their proper sense, for instance, 
" the tongue and palate, which have lost their taste, the nosewhich 
*' has lost its smell, impart the power of medicines not less com- 
" pletely to all the other organs of the body. Even the external 
" surface of the skin is not insensible to the reception of remedies, 
" especially of liquid onies," etc.* 

" Ths rogue and fool by Gt> are fair and wise." Singalar enough! thai hetelilceniae 

eeal his aniiani deaire immediately to retiact and to annihilate any truth which maj 
involDntaiUj have slipped bam hia pen, for he slalea on Ihe aama pve, that the 
resorption of mercury from friction ■ with mercurial ointment is »erydoubtml, — la that 
donbtfnl which baa been daily conhtniRd for centuries, by innumerable instances [ 
how doea mercury enter the ayatem of nuraea, who hate merely atlended patieota »•- 
lifBled by mercurial inunction? Such cases are known to many, and hate occurred 
nud r oar own ahaervation. la this metal, which ao many timee ia diatinctly fonnd in 
the Urge intsaea of saliva, ejected by salitation from mercurial inunction, and which, 
as truatworAy obaertera report, is eten found in the blood and the bones of aach pa- 
tients, perhaps in Hahnemann's ayes, merely a fiction of the " oterrefined" chemiatal 
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We always considered the use ofezlerDal remedies, even before 
the endermic method was known, as so highly impiwtant, that in 
general we would rather renounee all internal than all external 
remedies. Many diseases of the reproductive, and especially of 
the lymphatic system, when the functions of the digestive organs 
are disturbed, and cannot bear medicine, as calomel for instance, 
without difficulty, or with still greater injury, are only to be 
cured by the external use of mercurial ointment, or similar medi- 
cated baths. Hopeless cases of scarlet fever, the most dangerous 
affections of the brain after external violence, in typhus fever, in 
hydrocephalus, etc. are cured by cold infusions, and by applying 
coverings of pounded ice to the head ; not to mention the indis- 
pensable use of bleeding, leeches, injections, blisters, $tc. — Since 
the endermic method has been adopted by the profession, tbe va- 
lue of the external application of medicines is recognised stilt more 
and promises tbe greatest results. If we consider that by this mode 
the functions of the stomach, digestion, etc. which it is so import- 
ant to preserve in most diseases, are no longer disturbed by medi- 
dnes, and that these are reciprocally not so much changed in their 
chemical properties and effects, by the action and influence of the 
digestive organs and all the different mightily decomposing dig»< 
tive juices ; we may justly expect from this method much greater 
and also materially different results in the operation of drugs upon 
the human body ; for the skin, as an excretory and assimilative 
organ, is, next to the lungs, the most important to the human eco- 
nomy ; and being so extensive and so rich in lymphatic vessels, 
nerres, etc. it receives, more than almost any other part of the 
body, the greatest variety of immediate impressions from abroad. 
We should think that these coDsiderattons would have been much 
more important to Hahnemann and to his adherents, than, com- 
paratively, to other professional men, if the former were reaily 
anxious for the improvement of the profession, as they would open 
to them a new and interesting mode of testing the uHrectness of 
the homoeopathic maxim, simiiia similibus curantur, by using en- 
dermically simple drugs for experiments on h^thy persons. But 
no! our new prophet Samuel is worse than Mahomet, since tbe lat- 
ter has, at least, acknowledged olhei; prophet^ whereas the formei 
regards every thing not conceived by his morbid fancy and not 
hatched by his miserable cbarlatanism, as false and worthless. — 
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Tbus he ridicules and despises also the use of the most powerriil 
and salutary drugs, for which the profession is so highly indebted 
to modern chemistry, such as quinine, morphine, strychnine, etc. 
saving explicitly, on i 269 of his Organon, 5th edit, that " to use 
" them is foolish, unless it is intended to destroy quickly the lives 
" of men and animals." 

Instead of directing his attention to the homixopatbic use of the 
large stock of valuable drugs, which the profession already pos- 
sesses, he has attended particularly, either to substances hitherto 
conadered by all chemists and physicians as destitute of remedial 
prc^rties, such as flint, sepia, etc or lo those useful only for domes- 
tic purposes, as table salt, or also to those deservedly considered as 
obsolete, such as Drosera rotundifolia. Thuya occidentalis, &c. — 
Thb singularity becomes still more evident, when we compare, in 
his Mat. Med. and Chr. Dis., his trials with drugs, considered by the 
physicians of all ages as the most powerful and efficacious, with 
those newly iotroduced and picked out by him, from ancient and 
obscure authors oa Materia Medica. Thus he mentions only sixty 
symptoms of drug-sickness produced by Rhubarb, seventy by Digi- 
talis, one hundred and seventy-five by Camphor, one hundred and 
thirty by Iodine, seventy-five by Stramonium, four hundred and 
thirty by Arsenic, &c. but from his particular drugs, as Silicia, five 
hundred and sixty-five, Lycopodium eight hundred aad niaety, 
Charcoal nine hundred and thirty, Table Salt eight hundred and 
ninety-five, Sepia one thousand two hundred and forty* and from 
his old pet and scape-goat, Belladonna, one thousand four hundred 
and forty. — Had he really intended to promote medical knowledge 
and truth for the benefit of his fellow-men, and not merely for his 
miserable vanity and vile interest, he would have attended to the 
drugs in general use, and suggested a belter mode of employing 
them, to prevent many mistakes, so murderous in his eyes ; this 
course would have afibrded him and his followers a field of inves- 
tigation, much mote ample and honorable than that of hunting 
after new drugs, which will never be wanted, or which are em- 
[rfoyed so seldom, that they are not even mentioned in most phar- 
macopceias -, as, for instance. Acetate of Manganese. 

But Hahnemann and his followers cry, facts ! facts ! and Dr. 
Hering also exclaims, with his usual pathos, on the last page of 
his panegyric, " The Americans demand facts, and on these we 
" can confidently and securely rest for our support." With this 
implicit reliance upon 6icta only, it must appear very strange that 
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the sBine author bae reserTed for his Qever-failiDg new healing art, 
in the cunning manner of his part)', some very large ^lowances 
in regard to some individual cases, which may prove unfavorable 
to his hom<B<^>athic treatment, remarking that " the new healing 
" art ia not to be judged by its success in isolated cases only, but 
" according to its success in general, its innate truth and the inoHi- 
" Iroverttble nature of its fundamental principles." It appears, 
indeed, very singular, that the same maa, who denounces in the 
most wanton and assuming spirit and language of his master and 
brethren, all theoretical reasoning in medicine, and even rejects as 
" learned lumber," all medical thewies suggested previously lo hie 
new professional creed, speaks, in the same breath, of innate tnUh 
and the incon^over^iUena/ure of its fundamental principles! Any 
one who reads this and similar expressions, interspersed at random 
for the edification of those, who either do not understand, or do not 
confine their attention when reading such a pamphlet, would really 
think Uiat bomceopathia rests more on the principles and dictates of 
the human understanding than any other coajeclural doctrine what- 
ever, nay ! on the certainty of mathematical calculation itself, and 
that henceforth, if men die before the age of eighty, unless killed 
by accidental violence, it will be only because they did not apply 
in time to a feithful homffiopathist, or because tbb one has made 
some gross error in consulting his drug-and-disease-symptoms-dic- 
tionaries. 

Having attempted to examine wherein the innate truth andin- 
amtrovertihle nature of Hahoemannism consists, we wonM humbly 
ask the author of the Concise View and his brethren, if the public 
is told not to rely on isolated eases with regard to their new heal- 
ing art, but only on its sw:cess in general ; in what manner this 
success in general could be incontrovertible ascertained or substan- 
tiated, when they decline to stand the test of isolated cases? — 
It may justly be expected, that men who, with their implicit faith 
in their master's diciateg, believe with him, that before kommo- 
pathia existed, among hundreds ofpaiients, only one was cured 
by his good fortune; that men who worship tenets, opposed to 
all the laws of the human understanding and of nature, as 
oracles ; who deny all facts acknowledged for upwards of 2000 
years, although they are confirmed by eveiy physician of oaly a 
moderate practice, &c., should feel particularly obliged to prove 
their general success. If homceopathists object to many reawm- 
able customs and usages, and substitute for them " unheard of 
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" aiceties," they wiil nevertheless hardly succeed in cbasging the 
old custom, that in equit", the accused party cannot be their own 
judges, and that the veracity of assertions is not to be decided 
merely by those interested ia them, but by judges, witnesses and 
umpires, who shall weigh conscientiously all the facts and circum- 
stances of the case. 

In our humble exertions to vindicate our native and u> benefit 
our adopted country, we feel particularly entitled to ask for the 
valid testimonies of a general success of the homceopatfaic treats 
ment, as we have sufficiently proved that the statements of its 
success in Europe, made in this country, are incorrect ; and that 
their authors, if not iuLentionally, certainly from party spirit and 
from want of sufficient information, substitute for truth their im- 
plicit faith and their extravagant fancies and hopes. It would be 
exceedingly difficult for homoeopath ists to prove the general success 
of their method, even if many of the largest hospitals had been 
attended exclusively by homteopathists for at least twenty-five 
years past; but to our knowledge, there exists not the smallest 
pulj^ic hospital in the whole world, which is partly and much leas 
exclusively confided to a homoeopathisL'^ Many distinguished 

* Siuce tb« above liaea were wtittaa, we have geeo a proepecta* for publishine, t^ 
subacription, the Itbrar; of homceopalhis, signed bj Dr. Hecing and J. G. Weiseuiffiit 
of Philadelphia, and a aupplemenL oftheae propoaali bjDi. Ch. F. Mallack of thBaanie 
citj. It was to be expected thflt Iho author of the Concise View, which had at thatlims 
■Ireadj been published in Philadelphia, for about nine monthe, without bping duly 
noticed by the profession, would perauade hitnaeif that his pamphlet enjoya general 

Bummarily, that hia new art of healing coDtinues rapidly to spread over the whole ol 
Europe, ajjil particularly of Germany; without referring to any other, authority than lo- 
the few obscure men ofhis patty. But we could not have expected that the AnMti- 
caa champion of homcEOpatbia, not satisfied with the aid he haa offered to the admired 
doctrine by hie tranalaliun of the Cnnciae View into his native language, ahould 
follow the same course iti com uiunica ting alatements Co his countrymen, which he can 
only know from hearaay, and which ha is unable to support by any reference to credit- 
able public documents. It la true that a small homiBopathic hospital has recently been 
establishedat Leipzig ; but as far as we know, not at the eipenae of any public autho- 
rity, as Dr. Matlack appears to believe. About 2000 dollara had been collected from 
his frienda and dleciples, for ils election, in the year 18S9, at the celebration of the 
50th anniversary of Hahnemann'a graduation. Up to the end of March, 1832, there 
had been received 34 patieots in all, of whom 20 had been cured, I died, and 13. 

Eubhahed'in the Jahcbuechet der homirapathischen Heil-und Lehr-Anstalt zu Leipzig, 
[□■ 1. That it ia a private hospital ia also evident by Dr. Matlack'i own statement, 
that it is supported by the voluntary contributions from patients restored to health by 
the new art. Whoever knows the condition of Germany, and eapecialty of ]jeipzig 
and its neighborhood, in regard to public benevolent institutiona, wilt not believe that 

Citients, who had to pay heavy fees for IreatmcDl, would after their recovery contti- 
utelo a private institution, which the poor do not want on account of the excelleDl and 
laroe public hoapitats provided for them. Would Dr. Matlack, vihen joining perhapa 
with some of his colleagues in establishing a private hospital for about a dozen pa- 
tients yearly, think that it will offer 1« the public satisfactory evidence of the general 
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medicftl authors, and among others Dr. Stieglitz, in hU late work 
quoted above, have remarked, that it never has been minutely 
ascertained by unquestionable facts, what medical system, schod, 
or method of treatment, has proved to be the most successful in 
curing diseases; still of course, every general mode of medical treat- 
ment, whether based on a disunct theory or not, from Hippocnites, 
Galen and Paracelsus, down to Brown, Broussais and Habnemana, 
claims to be more successful than all others. Though we have 
proved by their own statements, that in many diseases homceopa- 
thists are less successful than other practitioners; although, in sdf- 
puffing,Bome of them excel eventheir illustrious master ; still, if we 
would allow them to be relatively more successful than others, 
they could not satisfactorily substantiate the same by facts, until 
the procentages of recoveries by all the other methods are exactly 
ascertained; and as this has hitherto been impossible, or neglected, 
of course all the preferences claimed for homceopathia, as well aa 
for any other method of medical treatment, must remain vague 
and undetermined. — A few voices from the tombs would soon settle 
all these professional controversies; but as they will forever remain 
dumb, there is no other mode of determiniDg this important point, 

WKcem ofhomceopithiBl Slill moreToid of all trutb is his statement, that the tnedicil 
Maffofihe PnUBiao atmy is paittv composed of a nameroua body ofhoiiHEOpBlliic phj- 
■tcians. It nuf be, Ihat Kime few indiTiduals of this corps, fihich stand) high in the 
piafeisimi, eecretty adhere to this medical superstition, but we can pasitiTely assert, 
ind challenge the author and all his homieopathic brelhreo to prare the contiarr, thai 
U all the lectures and enmiDations in tile Prussian uniTersitieg, as well as in its 
military medktal cchools, not the slightest regard i> paid to homteopnthia. All the 
dbllDgniabed proressars, chief surgeons and physicians in Pmssia, publicly ridicule 
faooKEopUhia. whensre'r they have opportonity to do so, as might be eipected from 
BienM*>el1 sducaled. This may be prosed not only indirectly, by Dr. Hering'a eiceed- 
■Dgly ridiculous lamenlOi in bis Concise View, that "ibg kioge and princes of Eoiapii 
"im|»ede this new art by processes, penalties and even bayonets," bnt also by the 
Berlin Medical Gazette, Horn's Arcbir. and other German periodicals. It is likewise 
an error, that the King of Prussia has ordered that hom<Bopathia should be freely 

direction baa eTet been published, and the large hospital, la Charit^, but not the alms- 
houae at Berlin, is still Ibe pUce where poor patients are treated ; the public reports 
)rf the former however, contain not the least account of homceopathis. The latest 
legnlationsoftheAustriangoveinment again forbid homiEopBlhin to be practised in the 
army, after the trials publicly ioaliluted at Vienn^i [iroved abortive, as we haiE stated 
■bore.^ — We hope the publication of the complete Ubrary of Hahnemann's works tnay 
■acceed. Nothing would more contribute, if (bey are laithrullj translated, to do 
joslice to our statements and remarks respecting this new art of healing, its andior 
and his followers, and to open the eyes of the profession as xell as of the enlightened 
people of this country to this subject ; though, in our opinion, there are very few, if 
any, medical works, from which the medical student, the practitioner or any one might 

together, the useful warning excepted, which they richly offer, showing how far men, 
who claim the confidence of the public to their nrofeasional talents and care, are led 
aaliay from all common sense, in neglecting ana despising the safe gioand of human 
intellect and eipeiieuce. 
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except to try for at leaet twenty-five years all diverse melhodB of 
medical treatment, particularly tboee emphatically recommended 
by the framers of new medical systems, ia the same manner as 
homcBopatbia was tried for a short time in a military hospital, by 
order of the Russian government. The governments of populous 
couniiies ought also to demand yearly from each physician, a 
minute report of his treatment in each case, with a detailed state- 
ment of its result ; they also ought to inquire minutely by 
what mode, and by what physicians, those have been treated 
who died, without any previous violence,* under seventy years of 
age. Should such a course be enforced, and faithfully pursued for 
about fifty successive years, and its results be published fire 
quently, with the strictest impartiality, after being canvassed 
and reviewed by distinguished medical colleges, then, but only 
then, could we conclude with some d^ree of probability, which 
method was relatively the best, or rather which has proved to 
be the least detrimentat.t Single facts have been and will ever 
be considered by the mass of the people as the strongest arguments 
in regard to professional acquirements, as well as to arcana or quack 
medicines. The economy of the hviog human body, its multifarious 
natural dispositions, the great variety and number of changes in 

' To the nsekljr reports of denlhi ia eieij targe ahj oi coutitT, eontaiamg the 
different namei of diseasee, should be added, if not the namea of Ihe attending physi- 
cians, (which mfghl perhnpB cauns a verj benelicial competition ;) at leaet, the melbod 
of tieilmenl in nhort icientilic terma; thus for instance , scarlet- feTei or belladonna- 
aickneSB treated by a homceo path let, gaslio-entcrilis by a BiouBsaiaist, &.c. 

i We Bay eiplicitly, " with aotoe degree of probability," under the improesion that, 
if medicine is QOt void of all certaintj, the best method of treatment must Qnally be- 
come GTident by the iniproreraent in the healthy condition ofthoseperaanK, who putic- 
loally follow the advice of their physician in regard to the prevention of diseSBea, and 
also by the relative majority of quick and durable cures, especially ifthe medical prac- 
tice ia faundod on rational physiological and patbogenettcal principles. With iha 
latter reatrictiun, individual caaea cannot offer any argument in respect to the acquire- 
ments and talents of a physician. The greatest quack may cnre patients, and the 
most learned and talented physician may lose some ; — non est in medico semper re- 
leveturutffiget.— Many methods of medical treatment, however, the leading principles 
of which are leas rational, frequently prove, by the natural talent of the physician, 
provided be is well educated, more beoe&cial than more rational principles wiihoat 
the natural talent of the phyaiciani homoBopalbia excepted, which is, as we have 
endeayoured conclaaively to prove, nothing but the utmost methodus eipectativa, or 
the pure self-tie at men I of nature in diseases. It ia not the system, method or school, 
which forms the good physiciiin, but hia general good education, his lesloua love 
for truth, his philanthropical devotedneaa to bis vocation, and particularly his natural 
talent, by which he will know best how to manage and to improve every method or 
system, or rather by which he will best understand how to use or to reject them al- 
together; a mode which, in the healing art likewise, cannot be taught, but depend^ 
OD an innate disposition, which embraces many peculiaii ties .—Galen says therefore, 
tery coneclly, " malta sunt in praxi, quK nee dici nee ectibi possunt ;" sod thp 
expression, " medieua naacitui" i* no lest correct than the old proverb, " pottt 

3S 
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upon body and mind, the immenee multitude of vaiiouB combinar 
lions of all those single influences, &c. will naturally ]»oduce an 
immense variety of cases, all of which differ, mwe or len materially; 
and if the most active physician should Bve thousands of years* 
each hour might present to him new cases, io whicdi be could not 
honestly predict, with eertamty, the benefi(»al ot detrimental lesuU 
of a certain treatment, or of a definite drug. 

Hence every enlightened physician will candidly cmfeas, that 
the results of his ezertionB are uncertain, and excepting iheabacdate 
action of a poison, there is no treatment, no subntance or drug, which 
will certainly cure a patient, or which, if constantly ^)|died for a 
length of time to many, sufiering by similar or widely different dis- 
eases, would not allow them to recover, (post hoc;) nay! would not in 
some cases even promote a radical cure, by what we must term in 
consequence of our confined means for minute investigation, chance^ 
(propter hoc). This accounts fyr the long continuance of so many 
prejudices and errors with {mffeasional and unprofessioBal men, and 
for the singiilar foct, that people, be they ever so much ea- 
l^htened and caudous against impositionB, when not guarded 
against such injuries by the wise laws of a good medical police, 
continue to pay high for all kinds of quack medicines. We may 
justly suppose that, unless tile latter proved beneficial in some cases, 
people would certainly not continue to use them, notwithstanding 
the tricks of the venders. Forced to resort in many cases to quack- 
medicines, in consequence of the bad state of practical medicine, 
and of the charlatanism of many ignorant doctors, the people are 
wdl aware that the medicine recommended for cases, frequently 
BO palpably different, is lite a chance in a lottery, in which Uind 
accident only throws out " to a few individuals the prize, but to a 
" thousand Uie blanks," (see C. V. p-S8); do they not howeveroften 
purchase blanks of physicians at much higher prices 1 

It is too important not to repeal it here again : can a reflecting 
public consistently confide in a treatment called methodical, if the 
same remedies are prescribed in the same order from banning to 
end, in cases and under circumstances widely diflerent ; if they 
see their doctors depend upon certain empirical rules for all case^ 
or follow the prescription of their text-books more anxtoualy, and 
without regard to individual circumstances, than an intelligent 
tradesman would foUow the rules of his trade f Must it not be en- 
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dent to all judicious men, that tbey run much less rist of being 
Bacrificed, or of suSering their etrength and conetitution to be bfokeo, 
when they leave nature to herself or take au inaocent quack medi- 
cioe, thaa when they are, by an orthodox medical doclrine, or by a 
rude empiricism, first reduced to the utmost by bleeding, leeching, 
cupping, blisteriag, vomiting, purging, Sec, and a^erwards, when 
•Imost unable to digest the mildest food, are pampered with quinine) 
bark, o]Hum, &c., or perhaps subjected to hazardous experiments 
with sUrong doses of such drugs, as prussic acid, iodine, strychnine, 
&e. WhocAQ prove to them positively which system or method 
of medical treatment offers the least number of blanks in prq»r< 
tJon to the prizes ? Will, or can veracious homtsc^thists candidly 
secure to them prizes only? How can this be, if they themselves 
refer not to individual ctUee, but to general success, which they are, 
and will ever be unable to prove? Does the author of the Concise 
View reaUy think, that bis repeated assurances, for instance on 
page 3&, " injury cannot indeed result from a false selection ; for 
" it is BOOH to be discovered, and is free from all dangerous conse- 
" queoces to the patient," or when speaking of homoeopathic doses, 
on page 28, " When no relief whatever is possible, they do no in- 
*' jury," &c-> will or can make a favorable impression on any per- 
son of sound judgment ? If he and his brethren discard all nega- 
tive injury, or the natural consequences arising from neglect, the 
common sense of others will nevertheless consider it as highly im- 
portant. No vender of a quack-medicine would assert, if he under- 
stands his business, that it never injures but is always beneficial, be- 
cause, in doing so, he might expect that idiotsonly would purchase 
his stuff, since most people would judiciously conclude, that what 
can never do harm can also do no good. Such outrageous puSs 
vrill be ineffectual with Americans, and may be told more success- 
fully to the inhabitants "of Egypt, the land of monsters,and of the 
** sanguinary gold-coast." — " The American people demand facts," 
but certainly very different ones from those which homoeopatbia 
«an offer, especially when its high-gifted adepts renounce the test 
of individual cases, and advert to the investigalion of " its innate 
" truth, and the incontrovertible nature of its fundamental prin- 
" ciples." We have not the good fortune to be a native of this our 
adopted country, but we think " the Concise View" lo be any thing 
bat courteous to this free and happy nation, since all its features 
appear more calculated to infatuatean uncivilized and superstitious 
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people, than to make a d^oified impreeeion upon the countrymeo 
of a Washington, Franklin, Jefierson, and so many others, whoss 
brilliant talents and characters reflect the greatest honour on 
their country. If the Americans should be contented with mere 
facts, without investigating whether these facta are only accidental, 
without any relation to, or dependence upon, some existing cause, 
(statements sensu latiori) ; or without relying upon causes, as the 
necessary conditions of definite facts, (species facti, or focts sensu 
strictiori), they would be as credulous and superstitious as all un- 
civilized people are ; they would have remained satisfied with 
those objects only which nature has granted them, and would 
continue to be tributary for what the skill and talents of other 
pet^e offer them. But aa they have long since emerged from 
this state of infancy, and have attained the vigour of manhood, 
they are not contented with naked facts only, but are anxious 
closely to examine the different causes from which the true one 
is to be selected ; desirous to ascertain the real connexion between 
causes and effects, they prefer rational investigation to a rude 
senseless empiricism, in order to become, as far as possible, disen- 
thralled from the chances of accident, and to derive, from the 
same cause, all other effects which its natureadmits. In consequence 
of this rational course adopted by the Americans, they have de- 
vised a plan for atmospheric electricity to pass down their dwell- 
ings without injury ; they have shortened the intercourse between 
distant places to a degree which would have appeared to our an- 
cestors as a vision, and advance daily in a manner almost unpa- 
ralleled in the numerous branches of industry and commerce. 
We confidently trust, therefore, that, sttme doctors excepted, not 
one American will henceforth be duped by homoeopathia, after be- 
coming more intimately acquainted with the bearings of its max- 
ime, and the superstitious features of its practice. People, deficient 
in common sense and education, or otherwise disposed by their 
morbid fancy, to creduUty and superetitioD, may be dazzled by 
emphatic references to facts, and may, when gazing at the ascent 
of a balloon or a feather, consider it as a fad, contrary to the 
laws of gravity ! fools may be imposed upon with the painted dial 
of a hollow plaything, when told that it will be as useful as the 
best timepiece, because it is a fact, that both coincide together 732 
times in one year, at the minute and second ; — a ratio which is 
much greater Uian many rude medical ttealmeDls or the use of 
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quack-medicinee will prove to be Iq proportion to their failures : 
lunatics only will believe, if a mosquito lights on a rock, weighing 
millions of pounds, and thb rock falls to the ground, that the mos- 
quito caused its fall!-~Reader, you scorn or emile at these extravagant 
compaiisons ! take a slate and a pencil, and the most simple 
arithmetical calculation will prove even the latter of these instances 
to be a million times more entitled to probability, and, therefore, 
also, to the term fact, than that the thirtieth homceopathic dilution 
of fiint, table-salt, arsenic, &c. or that even the 1500th dilution of 
sulphur would affect in the least any mortal being upon our 
planet ! 

With reference to these remarks about the reliance upon " ge- 
" neral success," we do not for a moment doubt that many patients 
will recover after a faidiful homceopathic treatment, and that, at 
the next anniversary meeting of the respected homceopathic so- 
ciety at Philadelphia, the duly verified reports of many marvellous 
cures performed by homtBopathists, will have arrived from all quar- 
ters of this country likewise, and even of cases where persons have 
been rescued from the very verge of the grave by this new art of 
healing.* We confidently expect, that, in general, more patients 
will be permitted to recover by this mode, than by many other 
methods of medical treatment hitherto pursued by some doctors. 
Many patients will be negatively saved by it, whose constitutions 
are strong enough to combat the disease itself, but not the addi- 
tional consequences of a medical ill-treatment, generally ten times 
worse than the disease.t The negative beneficial results of the 
homoBi^thii: treatment will be still greater in countries, where 

* Our anticipatioin expressed at Uie beginning of this yem ha*e not bsen realized. 
The firat aDniTenaiy of ibis "beneficent oociely" passed aver, at least without anj 
literary aclal, atrong enough to eilenJ beyond die walls of the meeting- place of the 
homcBopBthic prop^anda there. We ea^rtj eipect the second anniTersBry, when 
the whale nnmber of all the miraculaua homceopatbic cures in the nei« world will be 
npoiled to the public. 

1 E*ery honest physician will candidly confeea, that in many cases, nstore left to 
heiaeif, restabUshea even patients, considered aa hopeless by them, and that often when 
he followed one of his cotleagncs in allendance, and credit was giien to him for the 
core, it beloDged much more to the well directed meaaures of his predecessor than 
to him, who only quietly awaited the effect of medicinee given before. Aa a very 
ilriking instance of the Bdvantagea of the methodua eipectativa, ma remember a phy- 
sician of immnnse professional learning, but who had not the judgirent indispenaablj 
required to manage the eitiaordinary means afforded to him by his diligent reaearches, 
which were most favombly seconded by an almost unparalleled memory. In conee- 

Juence of hia incapacity to select from the stock of his knowledge the means proper 
)r the individual case, be at laat prescribed in all casea, almost nothing elae bat aome 
gruel of lalep-root, arrow-root, &c., acidulated with phosphoric, or aome other acid, 
and only differently colored by some other inoocect ingredieats. He honsver cured 
many patients, and enjoyed great confidence in his sitenaive practice; eapecially be- 
caosa b«, though Tery restricted in his judgmeDt, «m coasMered to be an eiliaor- 
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prove juBt as useful in curing o/i dieeasee, safely, quickly and du- 
rably> as was that superstitious formula, wbicb was, howeTcr, 
merely thought salutary ia ialerniitt«nt fever, aad a few other com- 
plaiuts. And indeed if any government should resolve to ezpd 
all physicians, as we are erroneously told by some uncourl«ouB 
authors the Roman government once did, all &ithftil homceopathials 
may justly claim to be exempt from such a barbarous ordinance. 

If therefore, tbeee pages have no merit in any other respect, we 
deserve at least full credit from the hotnceopathists for having 
proved, as we flatter ourselves, with artless but strict conclusiveness, 
that as ACTIVE physicians, they are the most h<avileas men 
tn the world. — But if common sense proves that, as medicine has 
existed for centuries and still exists, it is based on truths, which 
have stood and will stand the tests of reason and experience, in 
epite of all the encroachments of credulous superstition and can- 
ning quackery, then it will also be evident that many cases require 
the assistance of those great means, which merciful Providence 
reveab to man, whenever nature herself is either not powerful 
enough to remove the disease, or is indioed to injure or to destroy 
the patient. 

The positive injury ascribed (o allopathic medicines' by Hahne- 
manti and his followers, and the avowed harmlessness of their 
mode, may prove the true value of the former in comparison with 
the indifference or nullity of the latter ; since it must be evident to 
every impartial man, that any thing in physical nature, which can 
injure, may, if properly applied, be highly beneficial, and vice versa. 
Hence, according to their own verdict, we may justly charge ho- 
mceopathista with the very grave sins of omission, as we have tried 
to acquit them of all acts of positive commission. We must either 
deny the occurrence of many cases where the life of a patient is 
exposed in a few hours, or even moments, to the greatest danger, 
from which he may be easily rescued by proper aid; or every body 
who believes that we must wait for the effect of medicine for weeks 
and months, must also admit that such a mode will frequently 
produce great and irreparable injury from omission. What, for 
instance, would a red-hot horaceopathist say in his defence, if in a 
severe case of haemoptysis, the patient expires by suffocation in less 
than an hour, and he has neglected to prescribe the proper reme- 
dies leeommended by the profeauon ; and instead of lai|^ bleed- 
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ioga, epispaaiics, iajecLions, Ax., all oeglected by him oti external 
remedies, and instead of the beneficial use of dry table salt by tea- 
apooafuls, -which he considers an allopathic remedy, aad also as 
" a crude article, poeeessed of a prejudicial character," (see CoDciae 
Yiew, page li.)icc., he has administered the thirtieth dilution of 
an antipsoric remedy, and intended to repeat this doee after four or 
six weeks, when the couater-and-aiter-operatioD of ^e first dose 
haa ceased? How can he jiistiiy hie conduct, if instead of protect- 
ing a man from the danger of a strangnlated hernia inguinalU, by 
a good truss and other judicious preacriptions, he recommends him 
to smell every four or six weeks of a sugar-pellet, moistened with 
the thirtieth developed virtue of another antipeoric; while the patient 
dies miserably by his implicit confidence in such horrid madness ? 
What can he proffer for his excuse, if in a severe contusion of the 
skull, the patient expires, because the horooeopathist has oe^eclcd 
[Hoper aid, and instead of the most effectual and indispensable 
internal and external remedies, such as large abstractions, ciUhar- 
lica, &x. cold fomentations and even trepanning, he has only 
administered now and then an atom of Arnica? And thus in 
hundreds of cases, the horaceopathist, with aH hb contempt of 
" learned lumber," with all his " unheard of ojceties," with all his 
emphatic proclatnations of " no error is poesible," " injury can 
" indeed not result from a false selection," &c., will be the n^adve 
cause of fatal cases, or of the long sufferings of a broken constitu- 
tion, perhaps never agaiu to be restored. We have witnessed some 
of these shocking cases, where men in the piime of hfe deplored 
too late their deception and folly.* 

* We have recently seen an eileiisive mioTt of many tiiali with Ibe bonuEopadiic 
method in diffraent diteum of home and doge, made at the veteriDary echool and 
boipilal of Beilin, in preeence of many itadeata, and with the otmoit exactitude; 
VTenhanKBopathistiiuBiHtfldattheBeeiperiDienta.and the drugs were prepared by them. 
According to thji report, coatained in the Berlin Medical Gazette, 1834, No. 14, thcM 
trials were taslitated on account of the brilliant Btatementa of many honnxo-and-iso- 
pathtc cureaafhorseeuiddogs, lately published by Dr. Lui, (English, Lyni,) vetehnary 
surgeon at Leipzig, in the first Tolome of his work, '■ faopatik det Contagian, &c. 
" or Zooiaais," "oder die Heiluug der Thiere naeh den Gesetzen der Natur, 
(Engliah, the enre of aniiiiBls according to the laws of nature. )" Thoagfa the cases 
were selected at Berlin, similar to those of Dr- Lui, not (me of than imu cured ; not 
om cmjiriMd the correctness of his statements men in tkt ttightett dtgrtt. 

We have also read the report of die celebrated Dr. Andral, reelecting many eiperi- 
- Is with the homffiopatbic method, publicly instituted by him, with the grea"-- 
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We invite the attention of our indulgent reader, fiaally, to the 
following extract. Samuel HahaemaDn, whose eensible remarks 
we are as anxious to quote, as we are bis ravings, gays also very 
judiciously, on pages 11 and 12 of Vol. II. of his Materia Medica, 
2d edit., that if the symptoms of a disease have disappeared 
after (he use of certain drugs, or the patient has recovered after 
tbem, it does not follow that they have caused it to disappear ; 
and farther, contradicting in like manner his own assertion 
so many times repeated in his works, he says, on pages 14 and 
i 5 of Vol. III. of tlie same work — " Is it not very foolish to ascribe 
" the consequences to one power, while powers of another cha- 
" racter were co-operating, which ofiea principally, though jointly 
" aided in producing the effect ?" If we refer minutely to these 
suggestious, which, if impartially applied to the results of all the 
tenets and prescriptions of faomceopathia hitherto known, would 
deprive tbem altogether of their value, being at least much too 
premature ; and if we combine them with the bold assertions of 
Hahnemann, frequently cited, that among some hundreds of pa- 
tients, hitherto and now treated on the allopathic mode, o^y one 
has some^nes recovered by mere chance ; we may ask every 
impartial umpire, what entitles him voluntarily to select from the 
records of medicine some scattered cases in support of his doc- 
trine ? and farther, what reason has be (o preclude from his mode 
likewise the chances asserted to prevail in all other modes ? 

Hahnemann, in ascribing to himself (be discovery of the home- 
opathic action of simple drugs on the human body, and in assert- 
ing that none but Am prescriptions admit positively a radical and 
safe cure, has of course precluded ail other physicians before him 
from his discovery, and from all belonging to it. Abstracting,. 



" liOB of ■nature" and the " greal truth" sa wpII as they and their brother 
hoiniBOpatbisi, the augaT-TtJaur <□ quickly made a doctor, and that the dieting ui^eJ 
profenora at the colehTBtml veterinaiy iiislitute ai Uerhn, had also not the proper 
'^ lynx-eyes ^'^^ to distinguish the lyiuptoma in diaeases of horaee and dogs, aincB they 
only underatand also, whea anim^e, " eiactly and ei[H:eBstr define the seat of eiery 
" symptom, ftc. all the circumatances under which any complaint aritee or disappears, 
"increases or diminiihea, &c., emotions of the mind or mental expressions, &c; 
" sensationa of falling asleep, during sleep and on awakening ; creD the dreams and 
"the kind of them," &c. (See Concise View, pageaS] and £2.)— H^very physician 
in the world shouhl forget his sacredduty, and on eipocing bia patients to the dangers' 
of such foolish eiperiment) should find Ihem incorrect, nay '■ if even Galileo, whom 
they gratiously admit as one of the few competitors of their great genius, <see Concise 
View, page 16,) ahoold rise from his ^tave, and fully eiplain to them the nunsenss of 
their law of nature, &c. they would reply — "and yet it 19 i™c."-^The negro can be 
iMofcUlacaUy white-washed, mote easily than ihev can be oured of their follir. 
34 
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Iherefbre, from the maDy other objeclioiu which we have inferred 
against the qnotations of homoeopathic cnres, as made before bim 
by men who were ODCosEcioas of his fundamental *' law of natore," 
similia ^milibus cnrantnr : how could he quote those instances in 
his behalf, as be cannot name one single case among all those 
quoted, ID which the supposed homteopathically acUog drag has 
been used after his mode, and in which all the restrictions and con- 
ditions, asserted by him to be indispensable, have been observed? 
Considering, therefore, that the salutary Issne of the homoeopa- 
thic mode is likewise not quite precluded from mere chance, of 
which we may be convinced Ay the &ct, that many also have re- 
covered irom external and internal diseases, who were so fortunate 
as to possess neither an allopathic nor a homoeopathic doctor ;— 
and admitting tiiat, among some hundred patients treated by al- 
lopathists, one only escaped by chance; it is obvious that the nuin- 
ber of patients who have so escaped during many centuries, when 
compared with the number of patients treated by all honioeopa- 
thists during the period of their existence as practitioners, which 
is less than twenty years, even admitting that they have not lost 
one patient, would show it by far more probable that the homceo- 
patbic cures were made by mere chance, than the allopathic ones. 
If therefore Hahnemann and his followers should still admit, tbat 
allopathists cure only one among some hundred patients, ifaej 
will all have to practise at least for about a century longer, with- 
out ever losing one patient, before they can Gree their cnres from 
the equitable reciprocal reproach of mere chance, and before 
they can justly appeal to the general result of their miracnloas 
and infallible medical treatment.' How much less can bomoeo- 
pathists free their fortunate results from the reproach of being 
caused by mere chance, if they avow, as we have seen, that their 
mode of treatment freqnendy fiuls, and a few excepted, none 
among ihem would be impudent enough to assert, that he has 
never lost one patient, but by external violence or from old age. 
Our study of homoeopathia has made us so familiar with lai^ 
numbers, that we will try, from motives of curiouty, to elucidate this 
assertion likewise by some arithmetical calculations, whereby we 
will grant to the results of the homoeopathists the most liberal, and 
to those of all othec phy^cians the most nnfiivourable proportions. 
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The population of Europe amouuts to 189 millions; say of 
Europe and America together, 200 millioos. Suppose, on an 
average, that there is one physician for every ten thousand peo- 
ple, there would be twenty thousand physicians. There are un- 
questionably more !n America aloue, ir we consider the large 
number of those graduated annually, and that New York, with a 
population of :240,000 iohabitants, has more than 400 physicians. 
Now admit that every physician cures, only by cfaaece, one pa- 
tient among 2fiQ, he requires 2000 patients yearly to cure only 
ten a year: in one century, therefore, the 20,000 physicians will, 
at this rate, have cured 20 millions ; and in less than half the 
time that the healing art has existed, or in ten centuries, 200 
millions. If there are 1000 homceopathists, (there are certainly 
not so many, and not 100 who follow faithfully this doctrine) who 
at the same rate permit all their patients to recover, that is, 2000 
each, their number will amount, in ten years, to 20 millions; and 
they could not, in less time than a century, begin to prove their 
mode of treatment not to depend upon the same chance which 
they ascribe to other modes. But it is generally considered a 
very unfortunate medkal practice, if in one hundred patients 
ten die. The incurable Asiatic cholera even destroyed only 33] 
per cent at the highest average;* — 2000 patients leave, therefore, 

* The United State* again glotioualjBicepled! — We hive already stSled ai>OT», 
thai a North American homtEopathist hu cored all his six hundred patientg, i*M 
carDC under faia treauuent, after the beginning al September, 183£. An allopitbiatt 
Or. David M. Reese of this city, Was not leas fortunate, accordmg to a letter 
written to Di. Nathaniel Porter, profeasar of the theory and practice of physic in the 
University of Maryland, and published in U. S. Med. and Surg. Journal, Number V. 
Dr. R. states, " Daring the year 1833 I attended 43S cases, (of iniatic cholera.) aH 
" of nhicb were treated upon these general principlea," — (lepeateii bleedings by 
pounds, caloDiel by drachms, and ice at pleasure) — " varying accord inglo fheCircum- 
" stancea which, more or less, modify every case; and ofthianmnbet 1 lost but nine, 
" every oneof whom, in my own opinion,diedfor want^lood-lBtting,the limefer tbia 
" operation having passed before I saw them." — Who will doubt, if among 43S caaes 
of Asiatic cholera only nine have died, and that eveVy One of the latter would ha»e 
been cured, bad Dr. Reese been called early enough, thai aH the world is very much 
mistaken about this disease, if Ibey consider it so dangerous. It will appear even lata 
dangerauB than acatarrh,'(which sometimes may change into a fatal bronchitis, encepha- 
litis, dtc.,) to the physicians in all other quaTlera of the globe, as soon as they have 
learned thiaiDfalliUe mode of treatment >— Dr. Reese, who ridicules all opinioDsaborit 
the conta^on of Asiatic cholera as fancies, has seen bis treatment confirmed in the muck 
milder epidemic of this year, having lost hut three of 101 patients ; of course by the 
same reason as quoted above in regard to the nins deaths. Our German professional 
brethren will be much amazed at these brilliant resDlls, which they could not attain. 
We cannot conceise why (Mctrtding to the public repoits) this year so many haw 
died from the Asiatic cbolcrB as it has been much milder, and as those splendid results 
of a treatment, >o itllled by this uncommonly talented and happy practitioner, have 
been known to the medical profession of America since the last epidemic; for. 
if he himself could not attend to all cholera patients, his respected colleagues, in NeW> 
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at least 1 800 cured in one year by one physicUn ; or 20,000 phy- 
sicians will cure, in ten centuries, 36,000 millions of patients. — 
Admitting, therefore, even that five times as many, or 98 oat of a 
hundred patients of faomceopathists recover, and that, from the 
present moment, every physician should become a faithful homceo- 
pathist, almost a whole century must elapse before the general 
result could be incontrovertibly proved to be in favour of homoe- 
opathia, if its votaries insist upon the ridiculous and contemptible 
assertion, that of 200 allopathic cures only one succeeds by 
chance. 

The real great truth, indirectly advanced by the homceopathic 
doctrine, consists in clearly demonstrating the ample means which 
nature possesses to cure many and even dangerous diseases in 
man also, if left undisturbed and without any interference what- 
ever; and that therefore many cases, requiring the assistance of 
the healing art, may be cured much quicker and safer when phy- 
sicians do not consider large doses of powerful drags and an he- 
roic method of treatment, always absolutely necessary. — Putting 
out of view that no physician would obstinately pursue a mode of 
treatment which, in all, or at least in most cases, would prove 
immediately noxious, we would act as partial and unfair towards 
homiBopathists, as Hahnemann does in regard to all allopathists, 
if we should question for a moment the honesty of all of them, 
and the truth of all their statements. Be the number of patients 
suffered to recover by homceopathists ever so small, a great 
truth could be derived from these cases, which would prove 
highly useful to many physicians of our time, if they were not 
in favoor of a fanaticism, much more noxious than the play- 
things of a faithful homoeopathic treatment. Many would be 
convinced, that thousands who might have recovered, aftsr 

Vorii at leut, nould hare been aniioua to pursue such a simple mode of Irsalmeiit ! 
We cannot undcrstind also, what the meaning of Dt. Reea'a reslriclione can be 
when he laya, ■' treated npon these general principles, varying according to (he eii- 
" cumstancee," &c., since the conception oi general -pniai^ict would unqneMionably 
dictate, in many cases, a very different and even apposite treatment; the fact, that 
he would not certainly abeliact three pounds of blood from an infant child, nor admi- 
nister to it sirty grains of caiomd pro dosi, does not, however beneficial it has proveil 
to be, exculpate Ihia mode from being merely an empiric one. If botb, the 
American homceopartiiat and allopathist are correct; and who dates doubt it !^how im- 
menae is the difference between a doee of the thirtieth developed virtue of camphor, 
copper, &c., and repealed doses of forty grains of calomel, &c. — Sed patet immaai, 

et TBato tespselat hiatu 1 Imct. What can better prove the benevolent provision 

of nature, in protecting life from the danger which naturally mast arise in some cuei, 
&am one or the other of both so diametrically opposite modes of tiralment .' 
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merely smelling of a tnoistetied sugar-pellet, have fallen victims, 
or escaped from death with a raiaed constitution, by the prevalent 
nonsensical opinion, that the only true guides of the physician are 
symptoms and the results of post mortem examinations ; or by the 
dominant prejudices, that every disease must be a genuine inflam- 
mation, a plethora, an accumulation of bile, etc. and that there- 
fore the blood, ibis very essence of animal life, and its noblest se- 
creted fluids, are to be abstracted by repeated large bleedings ; 
the sordes must be evacuated by large doses of calomel, cathartics, 
etc. until all vital reaction, termed by them inflammatory excite- 
ment, becomes extinct ! 

Many rude empirics, who now scofi* at homoeopatiiia, merely 
from self-conceit, without any further investigation of it, would 
perbaps, oq a nearer acquaintance with some of its facts, pause, 
and cease to drug their patients with large doses of powerful me- 
dicines, and would soon become sensible, that it is still better to 
adopt whimsical drag-symptoms and virtues, than either to combat 
causes which are only supposed to exist, or if they exist, rudely 
to destroy the substance and resources of life simultaneously.-^ 
Tbey would scoff not less if they were told, thai an extended me- 
dical practice among all classes of people was conducted upwards 
of thirty years, at least with results not less fortunate than those 
they claim, almost without bleedings, without spoonfuls of calo- 
mel, without large doses of opium, morphine, etc. and neverthe- 
less, this fact is true. Hence it is evident, Uiat they must either 
assert, with the homeeopatbisis, that all they prescribe can never 
do any harm if it does no good ; or if they derive their fortunate 
success from thetr active mode of treatment, they must consistently 
admit, (hat many of those patients, who recovered imthtmtit, would 
have been materially injured by it. To be sure, they could in re- 
turn reply, with the same consistency, that many who were saved 
by iheir partial and active treatment, would probably have died 
without it. But we should think, that a medical treatment, which 
regards minutely the great variety of the diseases of all the systems 
and parts of the human body and the various and important at- 
mospherical and other inflaences, which confidently trusts to the 
great assistance of the vital powers, &(c., must appear more accord- 
ant with the laws and processes of living nature, and must there- 
fore generally prove more salutary, than a partial and rude medi- 
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cal autocracy ! — We should also think, even supposing the 
numbers of cures and failures to be eqtlal on both sides, and they 
certainly are not, that it is still better to run the chance of letting 
the patient die, than of killing him. — Physicians who attribute 
the recoveries of their patients to their mode of treatment and skill, 
and all their failures to mere accident, will never become con- 
scious of their erron, and never improve in their profetnon : it is 
principally the school of misfortune which makes wise men wiser ; 
that physician only who soon forgets his cures, and remembers his 
failures, will improve in knowledge and talent, though much grief 
is added by this to his tiresome and arduous voc^ioo.— Should it 
be sufficient for medical practice to brandish the lancet and to 
administer empirically some dozens of remedies, then anatomy, 
physiology, chemistry, etc. with all their collateral sciences, are 
also merely ornameatal to allopathists, as they are to homceopa- 
thistc; and we may justly presume, that no patient exists, who, 
knowing the bearings and probable consequences of both, woold 
not jndicioBsIy prefer a homceopathist, if he should require the 
assistance of a physician. 

The H^lect of philosophical study, and of the treasures contained 
in the writings oi tbe great physicians of past ages, which, com- 
bined with the progress of modern anatomy, physiology and che- 
mistry, would have highly elevated tbe profession of our times, has 
paved the way for homosopathia. Conscious of this fact, let us thank- 
fully acknowledge the consequences which even this unparalleled 
superstition has indirectly promoted, and all the blessings of rational 
medicine will be again secured to mankind. Rational medicine 
has always acknowledged, and truly learned and talented physi- 
cians have always ol)9erved, that the smallest dose of any medicine 
may be sometimes too large, and the largest too small, provided 
that the limits of both are not imaginary, but marked by the laws 
of nature, by experience and common sense. The salutary use 
of mineral spritigs, which frequently contain only very small 
quanUlies of medicinal substances, have attracted for many cen- 
turies the redections of the judicious physicians in regard to the 
efficacy of small doses; and severe chronic diseases, especially those 
which, idiopathically or sympathetically, affect the organs and gang- 
lions ofthe abdomen, have often been cured with small quantities of 
digestive sails, emetic tartar, calomel, &c., by which, probably, in 
the center ofUie animal functions, a series of salutary living electro- 
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chemical pfoc^ses is excited and entertaioed — We think thai the 
great discoveries in modern chemistry, especially those belonging to 
the processes last mentioned, wOl promote siili more the exhibition of 
reasonably small doses of medicines, particularly in cases which are 
not urgent ; and w« are confident and hope that, in this way, me- 
dicine will soon begreatly and beneficially reformed. We regret that 
thb reform will be delayed by the discredit which must follow ho- 
mceopathia, as soon as its true bearings are generally known. 

Were it possible to prove incontroverlibly, that one single case has 
ever been cured by, and not merely after, the thirtieth developed 
virtueofanysubstanceordrug, no apology whatever could be devised 
for the medical profession, if it should hesitate forthwith to adopt 
bomceopathia. None more than ourselves would then humbly 
acknowledge our deceptive prejudices so long entertained, and none 
would be more willing than ourselves, to atone amply for the injury 
done, perhaps, in these pages to horaisopathists and their doctrine, by 
our misled zeal for truth and the welfare of our fellow-men. — As a 
physician, we must then hall such a state of things, by which, in 
the words of the ingenious and learned author on demonology and 
witchcraft, " the ordinary laws of nature were occasionally sus- 
" pended," though we could not consider it a bletsing for mankind 
to attain even the greatest age by homoeopathia, if, as would be the 
case, the foundation of reason and experience, in medicine as in 
other sciences, is destroyed, and a new era of supernatural powers 
and miracles is opened. But until tlien, we will likewise faithfully 
adhere to the other judicious expression of the same celebrated 
writer, viz. " Each advance in natural knowledge teaches us, that 
" it is the pleasure of the Creator to govern the world by laws, 
" which he has imposed, and which are not in our times interrupted 
" and suspended." 

We devoutly confess, that we must admit much that we cannot 
comprehend, and we are fully convinced, that if our knowledge 
could be raany billion times greater than it is, we would, however, 
be still conscious that it is by far too little, distantly to comprehend 
the fundamental law of nature, and still less, its eternal first cause. 
— Medicine particularly has been, and always will be, more un- 
certain and more subject to the influence of erroneous hypotheses, 
than most other conjectural sciences, because in animal, and par- 
ticularly in human life, the physical powers of natural appear con- 
nected with, and modified by, the laws of a higher and very dif- 
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ferenl order of things ; to these we feel tbat we pajliculariy belong 
in ibe few fleeliog momeots, when the distracted mind seems 
disenthralled from the sway of physical aatuie, and becomes con- 
scious of its future better home. It is owing toour total want of a 
clear conception what life itself is, and wherein it essentially con- 
sists, that the healing art, more than any other, alternately advances 
and retrogrades, and that, notwithstaoding the greatest discoveries 
and experiences made in it, one age bequeaths lo another its self- 
created or inherited snpeiaanuated errors and [Hvjudices under the 
cloak of truth- But, neyertheless, rational medicine, called by 
Hahnemann allopathia, can justly booat of truths which have stood 
the lest of upwards of a score of centuries, and will probably re- 
main unshaten for ages. Every honest physician, whose interest 
is. not merely confined to the bedside of his patients, but who is 
zealous for truth, and fully aware of the destioatioa of his arduous 
vocaticHi, will feel himself in duty bound to defend the (enable 
ground which Providence has granted to the human intellect, and 
to the noblest exertions of the really high-gifled benefactors of 
their race, against the encroachments of any superstition and cre- 
dulity. This defence, however, will in medicine also be successful 
Mily by the great advantages which true religious devotion, the 
means of an ample philosophical education, assiduous study and 
true love for that vocation oSer; but not by a doctrine like Hahne- 
mannism, which despises all the laws of the human intellect and 
of nature, which substitutes for rational mediciue the products of 
a mM'bid foncy and the rudest empiricism which ever existed ; 
and which, as it admits of no cause which is not visiUe or palpable, 
would even not allow the existence of a God. 

If in doing so, with consciousness of our fiuthful exertions for 
truth and philanthropy, we should once become sensible of our 
long cherished errors and mistakes, we will candidly confess them ; 
and when we arrive at the great cross-way which separates the 
twilight of our earthly existence from the brightness of eternal 
truth, we may quietly exclaim with Laplace, the Newton of the 
nineteenth century, when breathing bis last: — "all we know lEb 
" very little ; but all we do not know is immense." 
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